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EU-GEORGIA TRADE
Import and export explained

Factsheet on Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)

It will soon be possible to trade between the EU and Georgia without paying import duties. Current import duties will be set to zero 
as soon as the Association Agreement between the EU and Georgia comes into force, probably before the end of 2014. 

Trade will increase and the economy will grow further, creating jobs. The EU expects that the free-trade area with the EU will add 
4.3% to Georgian national income.

I EXPORT TO THE EU - WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW?  

You are probably already using the GSP+ scheme to export to the EU. GSP+ allows 
Georgia goods to enter the EU at reduced import duties. 

Under the Association Agreement between the EU and Georgia, a free-trade 
area will replace GSP+. Georgian exports (except garlic) will then enter the EU 
completely duty-free.

You can still use GSP+ for two years after the Association Agreement enters into 
force. During that period you can choose to use either GSP+ or the DCFTA to 
export cheaply to the EU.

As an exporter, you need to remember that:

Agricultural products have to respect European animal and plant health and hygiene 
rules to enter the EU. This is required for all imports, wherever they come from in the 
world. The DCFTA will help Georgian products meet the requirements, where they do 
not already do so. 

The EU may check whether agricultural products exported from Georgia are really from 
Georgia. This ‘anti-circumvention mechanism’ is needed to make sure nobody tries to 
export non-Georgian products to the EU under a fake ‘Made in Georgia’ label in order 
to avoid import duties. 

Price of some fruits and vegetables will be verified at import. If the value is below 
the EU average price for that product a specific duty (expressed in euros) may still be 
payable. 

Check the manufacturing rules, especially if you use foreign components. These rules determine whether a good qualifies as 
‘Georgian’ and allow you to apply for duty-free access to the EU. Keep them in mind, as they may differ under GSP+ and DCFTA.

Did you know that…

…Businesses on both sides will 
save about € 90 million a year in 
import duties. 

… Georgian wine will enter the EU 
duty-free. The savings will be up 
to € 32 per hectolitre. For Geor-
gian exporters this is an opportu-
nity to gain a foothold in the Euro-
pean market.

Source: COMEXT and COMTRADE database, 

European Commission



I IMPORT FROM THE EU – WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW?  

The DCFTA sets all duties for European products at zero. If you currently pay duties when 
importing from the EU the DCFTA will save you money.

You will have better access to components from the EU for your 
own production. You will be able to sell more products and 

they will be cheaper.

Import formalities at customs will become even more ef-
ficient and faster. They will be similar to those in the EU.

You will see opportunities to do more business with Eu-
ropean companies, through importing or investment. You 

may even consider opening your own business, possibly 
with a European partner.

More on the topic…

• On creation of the free trade area, read Articles 22, 26 and 27 of the Associa-
tion Agreement/DCFTA. Check also Annex II for agricultural products to which 
specific rules (entry price or monitoring of import volumes) apply.

 
• You can find the Association Agreement on the website of the EU Delegation to 

Georgia http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/index_en.htm (in English) or of 
the Georgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs http://www.mfa.gov.ge (in Georgian).

• Exporters to the EU can check out the requirements on the Export Helpdesk 
website. 

• For any further questions, contact us: Delegation-Georgia@eeas.europa.eu.

Did you know that…

…In 2013 total trade between the 
EU and Georgia was worth € 2.7 
billion or 27% of Georgia’s total 
trade with the world.  
 
…The DCFTA will further boost 
Georgian exports by 12% and im-
ports by 7.5%. 

…A specific duty is in place for 
importing EU passenger vehicles 
to Georgia. The rate depends on 
the type of vehicle. The DCFTA re-
moves the duty and cars imported 
from the EU to Georgia will be 
cheaper.

…Medicine from the EU already 
enters Georgia duty-free.  Under 
the DCFTA it will continue to enter 
Georgia duty-free.

…Import of infant food prepara-
tions from the EU is subject to 
12% duty in Georgia. The DCFTA 
eliminates it. This will bring some 
€ 750,000 of savings to Georgian 
importers (at 2013 import value).

Source: COMEXT and COMTRADE database, 

European Commission
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