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ITALY SIGNS THE FIRST TWO GRANT AGREEMENTS TO 

ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES OF MIGRATION BY CREATING 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN AND YOUTH IN ETHIOPIA 

 
The Ambassador of Italy, Giuseppe Mistretta, sided by the Italian Agency for 

Development Cooperation, signed today the first two grant agreements with ILO 

and UNIDO for the ‘SINCE’ Programme under the EU Emergency Trust Fund for 

Africa at the presence of Ambassador Kassa Gebreyohannes and EU Ambassador 

Chantal Hebberecht. 

 
Today, during an event hosted by the Embassy of Italy, Ambassador Giuseppe Mistretta signed 

two grant agreements with ILO (International Labour Organization) and UNIDO (United Nations 

Industrial Development Organization). The signed agreements refer to Programme SINCE, 
aimed at creating greater employment and economic opportunities for migrants, potential 

migrants, refugees and returnees, and in particular for women and youth. 

 

‘SINCE’ stands for ‘Stemming Irregular Migration from Northern and Central Ethiopia’. This 
Programme is funded through the ‘EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa’ which was launched on 

12 November 2015 during the Valletta Summit on Migration that brought together European 
and African Heads of State and Government in an effort to strengthen cooperation and address 

the current opportunities and challenges of migration. The Delegation Agreement of SINCE was 

signed in Brussels (Belgium) on 18 December 2015 by the European Commissioner for 

International Cooperation, Neven Mimica, and the General Director of the Italian Development 

Cooperation Giampaolo Cantini. 
 

During its 48 months of duration, the SINCE Programme will invest 20 million Euro aimed at 

contributing to reduce irregular migration from Northern and Central Ethiopia by improving 

the living conditions of the most vulnerable population, including migrants, potential migrants 

refugees and returnees with a specific focus on job creation for youth and women. This 

initiative is part of the strengthened cooperation between the EU, Italy and Ethiopia on 
migration policies. With about 100million inhabitants and more than 740.000 refugees, 

Ethiopia hosts the biggest number of refugees in Africa and is familiar with the many causes of 

migration. Such elevated numbers are caused by the strategic position of Ethiopia, which is a 

Country of origin and transit of migrants for the main destinations of Europe, as well as the 

Gulf, Middle East and South Africa. 



 

As stated by the Ambassador of Italy, H.E. Giuseppe Mistretta “by signing these grant 

agreements with ILO and UNIDO, Italy reaffirms its commitment in supporting the Ethiopian 
Government to address the root causes of migration, both bilaterally and together with the 

EU”. 

 

EU Ambassador, H.E. Chantal Hebberecht said: "I am very pleased that the SINCE Programme 

is progressing well in its efforts to create sustainable job opportunities and improving 

livelihoods of mainly women and youth in Ethiopia, thereby contributing to the aim of the EU 
Emergency Trust Fund for Africa of promoting economic and equal opportunities, security and 

development."   

 

Ginevra Letizia, Head of the Addis Ababa Office of the Italian Agency for Development 

Cooperation (AICS) which is giving its technical support to the Embassy of Italy in the 
implementation of the programme, affirmed “This signature builds on our excellent partnership 

with ILO and UNIDO who will bring their valuable expertise in the realization of a socio-

economic assessment to identify the most significant value-chains to boost sustainable 

employment for women and youth - identified by the Government of Ethiopia as key targets for 

the development of the Country”. 

 
The SINCE Programme will be implemented in urban areas within the Regions of Amhara, 

Tigray, Oromia, ‘Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples' Region’ and the city of Addis 

Ababa – which were identified due to their high incidence of migration. ILO and UNIDO 

contribute to the implementation of SINCE by realizing a socio-economic assessment which will 

guide the future activities with the aim of creating income and employment opportunities. 
 

According to UNIDO Representative Jean B. Bakole, “the development of targeted agro-

industries, and related sectors, goes hand in hand with employment creation and the new 

generation of development strategies, as labour-intensity is indeed one of the key parameters 

taken into account for creating economic and education opportunities, building better 

governance and tackling causes of irregular migration. The promotion of an Inclusive and 
Sustainable Industrial Development (ISID) and a job creation strategy represent a priority for 

the African Continent, Ethiopia and UNIDO through which it will be possible to ensure a 

sustainable economic growth, a shared prosperity and a mitigation of migration flows”. 

 

“ILO will provide technical assistance and support to the government of Ethiopia and partners 
engaged in the implementation of this project, particularly in the field of employment creation 

and strengthening migration governance structures which will ultimately contribute to the 

success of the project”, said Ms. Kidist Chala, Officer in Charge of the International Labour 

Organization, “the ILO thanks the financial support of the European Union and the Italian 

Development Cooperation for this project and other similar intervention of the ILO in Ethiopia 

and around the world”. 
 

[ENDS] 

For further information please contact: 

Nicholas Ceolin 

Italian Agency for Development Cooperation, Addis Ababa Office 
Email: n.ceolin@itacaddis.it; Tel: 011- 1239600/01 
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