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Weekly Media Report of developments related to the Council of Europe 

12-18 March 2016 

 

 
The Weekly Media Report gives an overview of recent news in international media.  Please note that the 

Report does not constitute a formal communication, does not represent the official position of the Delegation 

and does not commit the European Union in any way. 

 

Ce rapport donne un aperçu de nouvelles récentes dans les médias internationaux. Ce rapport n'est pas une 

communication formelle, ne représente pas la position officielle de la Délégation et n'engage en aucun cas 

l'Union Européenne.  

 

 

Venice Commission / Poland 

European rights body says to review Poland's new surveillance law 

14/03/2016 –Reuters / International 

A pan-European rights body said on Monday it would review a newly amended Polish 

surveillance law, in a fresh challenge to the conservative government that reflects 

international concerns over Warsaw's commitment to democracy and the rule of law. 

 

Last Friday the Council of Europe's advisory panel, known as the Venice Commission, issued 

an opinion accusing Poland's ruling Law and Justice (PiS) party of effectively crippling the 

country's constitutional court, a verdict that could put Warsaw on a collision course with the 

European Union. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-poland-surveillance-idUSKCN0WG1IC
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Human Rights Commissioner/ Turkey-EU deal 

 

EU-Turkey deal on refugees disregards human rights standards  

14/03/2016 – CoE / International 

Published in the International New York Times today, Commissioner Muižnieks warns that 

the deal the European Council is discussing with Turkey to stem the flow of refugees runs 

contrary to human rights standards. “The automatic forced return that the deal allows is 

illegal and will be ineffective” he writes. 

“Instead of racking their brains to find a legal fig leaf for measures like collective expulsions, 

the European Council’s members should have the courage to scrap the deal. They should 

adopt bold measures at the summit meeting this week that would radically shift the union’s 

approach to migration.” 

 

GRECO / Turkey 

 

GRECO says Turkey’s lack of openness in parliamentary process and independence of 

judiciary are sources of concern 

17/03/2016 –FTSE Global Markets (Reuters) / UK 

In a report published today, the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), a Council of 

Europe originated body comprising 48 European states and the US, calls on Turkey to pursue 

reforms to prevent and curb corruption.  The report focuses on corruption prevention in 

respect of parliamentarians, judges and prosecutors.  It includes a large number of 

recommendations to improve anti-corruption measures in all three groups, in respect of 

institutional settings and practices as well as with regard to the conduct of the officials 

concerned. The need to provide for more openness in the parliamentary process is 

highlighted as a major concern. 
 

PACE 

 

PACE President applauds decision to release 148 prisoners in Azerbaijan 

17/03/2016 – CoE / International 

“I have received the good news that 148 persons have been released today in Azerbaijan, 

including Anar Mammadli, winner of the Vaclav Havel Prize, along with political activists, 

journalists and human rights defenders,” said Pedro Agramunt, President of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE). 

"Earlier this month I was in Baku for meetings with the President of Azerbaijan, with the 

Speaker of the Parliament and with the Minister of Foreign Affairs. I was given assurances 

http://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/eu-turkey-deal-on-refugees-disregards-human-rights-standards
http://www.ftseglobalmarkets.com/news/greco-says-turkeys-lack-of-openness-in-parliamentary-process-and-independence-of-judiciary-are-sources-of-concern.html
http://www.ftseglobalmarkets.com/news/greco-says-turkeys-lack-of-openness-in-parliamentary-process-and-independence-of-judiciary-are-sources-of-concern.html
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/News/News-View-EN.asp?newsid=6076&lang=2&cat=15
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that there would be major releases in the coming weeks, and I am glad that these assurances 

have been kept. 

I will continue to work with the Azeri authorities on the issue of detained persons, and I 

applaud this major initiative which has brought about the release of these 148 persons,” Mr 

Agramunt concluded. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can receive this newsletter by email if you subscribe to our mailing list. To subscribe / to unsubscribe 

from the mailing list, please send an e-mail to DELEGATION-STRASBOURG-1@eeas.europa.eu 

Vous pouvez recevoir cette lettre d'information par email si vous vous inscrivez sur notre liste de 

distribution. Pour s'inscrire / se désinscrire de la liste, il suffit d'envoyer un courriel à DELEGATION-

STRASBOURG-1@eeas.europa.eu 
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