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Weekly Media Report of developments related to the Council of Europe 
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The Weekly Media Report gives an overview of recent news in international media.  Please note that the 

Report does not constitute a formal communication, does not represent the official position of the Delegation 

and does not commit the European Union in any way. 

 

Ce rapport donne un aperçu de nouvelles récentes dans les médias internationaux. Ce rapport n'est pas une 

communication formelle, ne représente pas la position officielle de la Délégation et n'engage en aucun cas 

l'Union Européenne.  

 

Brussels Attacks 

 

Jagland: Brussels terrorist attacks targeted European values  

22/03/2016 – CoE / International  

At a news conference [on the 22nd of March], following a meeting with Bujar Nishani, 

President of the Republic of Albania who is paying an official visit to the Council of Europe, 

Secretary General Jagland expressed his sympathy and condolences to the people of Belgium 

after explosions in Brussels claimed several dead and many injured. He said the terrorist 

attacks targeted European values. The Secretary General said Europe has to stand together 

in fighting terrorism on the basis of human rights and the rule of law. Preventing 

radicalisation should be a priority and embrace education and working for inclusive societies. 

Paying respect to the victims and their families, Thorbjørn Jagland declared 3 days of official 

mourning at the Council of Europe. 

 

 

http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/full-news/-/asset_publisher/rfs6RdVHzAWb/content/jagland-brussels-terrorist-attacks-targeted-european-values?inheritRedirect=false&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coe.int%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fportal%2Ffull-news%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_rfs6RdVHzAWb%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-4%26p_p_col_count%3D1
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Statement by Daniel Mitov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria, Chairman of the Committee of 

Ministers of the Council of Europe 

22/03/2016 – CoE / International  

I am deeply shocked by the terrorist attacks which took place in Brussels this morning. I wish 

to convey my condolences and deep sympathy to the families and friends of the victims. I 

also express my solidarity to the Belgian people and their authorities in these tragic 

circumstances. 

This is yet a further attack against our democracies following those which have recently 

occurred on the territory of other Council of Europe member States. We must resolutely 

continue to combat terrorism in full respect of the values and principles that unite our 

continent. 

 

Parliamentary Assembly - President shocked by attacks in Brussels 

22/03/2016 – CoE / International  

“I am deeply shocked by the series of attacks in Brussels that killed so many people and left 

many others injured,” today said Pedro Agramunt, President of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Council of Europe (PACE). “These attacks of violence, at the heart of Europe, are a 

direct attack on our European values and freedoms”. 

“Each terrorist attack touches us profoundly, but we cannot let terrorism win. We must 

firmly defend the values that unite us to live in a Europe without fear". 

 

 

Commissioner for Human Rights / EU-Turkey deal 

  

Safeguards needed for EU-Turkey migration deal - Nils Muižnieks 

22/03 - Euractiv / International 

Now that the EU-Turkey deal has been reached, the utmost care should be given to its 

implementation in order to dispel a number of serious concerns that the deal elicits from a 

human rights perspective. 

It is positive that the agreement contains some legal safeguards, such as the adherence to 

international and European laws. This should prevent automatic collective returns and offer 

an objective assessment to each individual requesting asylum or international protection. 

At the same time, in order for the deal to effectively comply with human rights law, the EU, 

Greece and Turkey have to ensure that additional principles guide its implementation. 

First of all, the deal and its legal safeguards should apply not only to Syrians, but to all people 

reaching Greece or any other EU country. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/terrorist-attacks-in-brussels
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/terrorist-attacks-in-brussels
http://www.assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/News/News-View-EN.asp?newsid=6084&lang=2&cat=15
https://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/opinion/safeguards-needed-for-eu-turkey-migration-deal/
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Azerbaijan / ECHR 

 

Azerbaijan frees 14 jailed dissidents. The rest remain locked up 

22/03 – The Economist / UK 

Mr Mammadli, the head of a Baku-based election-monitoring centre whose reports were 

widely used by international observers, was happy to be free but pessimistic about resuming 

his activities. “How can I carry on the work”, he asked, “when most of our activists emigrated 

or switched to more secure jobs, when the work of NGOs is curtailed by law and foreign 

funding is practically outlawed?” Mr Jafarov, the 31-year-old founder of Azerbaijan’s Human 

Rights Club, was more upbeat. He plans to stage a human-rights event during the Formula 1 

races scheduled to take place in Baku on 17th-19th June. Just hours before his release, the 

European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in Strasbourg ruled that his detention was unlawful 

and ordered Azerbaijan to pay him €32,000 ($36,000) in compensation. 

 

 

Congress 

 

Un maire en colère candidat à l'Elysée  

21/03 – L'Express / France 

Mardi, leurs yeux seront tournés vers Strasbourg. Le Congrès des pouvoirs locaux et 

régionaux, qui dépend du Conseil de l'Europe, doit y adopter un rapport selon lequel la 

délimitation des nouvelles régions viole l'article 5 de la Charte européenne de l'autonomie 

locale. Un document qui sera ensuite soumis au Comité des ministres du Conseil de l'Europe 

et sur lequel le "Mouvement Franche-Comté" entend s'appuyer pour réclamer des 

dommages et intérêts auprès de la justice française. 
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