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The Weekly Media Report gives an overview of recent news in international media.  Please note that the 

Report does not constitute a formal communication, does not represent the official position of the Delegation 

and does not commit the European Union in any way. 

 

Ce rapport donne un aperçu de nouvelles récentes dans les médias internationaux. Ce rapport n'est pas une 

communication formelle, ne représente pas la position officielle de la Délégation et n'engage en aucun cas 

l'Union Européenne.  

 

 

 

 

20th anniversary of the Russian Federation’s accession to the Council of Europe 

 

Lavrov, Jagland on Russia’s membership in Council of Europe 

24/02 – Council of Europe 

Russian Foreign Minister and Secretary General exchange letters on 20th anniversary. 

Marking the 20th anniversary of the Russian Federation’s accession to the Council of Europe, 

Secretary General, Thorbjorn Jagland, called it “an important milestone in the Pan-European 

outreach of our Organisation”. “Important progress has been made in order to anchor 

Council of Europe norms, standards and practices within the domestic legal system in the 

Russian Federation,” Jagland wrote in reply to a letter by Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 

Lavrov. “The incorporation of the case law of the European Court of Human Rights into 

domestic practices has also been beneficial to the Russian people.” 

 

 

http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/lavrov-jagland-on-russia-s-membership-in-council-of-europe?redirect=http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/newsroom?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_r5CeaqlRVFro&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1
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European Court of Human Rights 

 

European court censures Italy over CIA 'abduction' 

23/02 – BBC / UK 

The European Court of Human Rights has condemned Italy for what it says was the 

"abduction" of an Egyptian imam by the CIA from a Milan street in 2003. Hassan Mustafa 

Osama Nasr, also known as Abu Omar, was seized under the CIA's "extraordinary rendition" 

programme. He was flown to Egypt for interrogation where he says he was tortured. The 

court found that Italy had been guilty of several human rights violations in the case.  

 

Europe court slams Russia's 'arbitrary' conviction of activist blogger 

23/02 – AFP - France 24 / France 

The European Court of Human Rights ruled Tuesday that Russia's conviction of opposition 

leader and blogger Alexei Navalny on charges of embezzlement was "prejudicial", saying he 

had been deprived of a fair trial. The Strasbourg-based court said the 2013 conviction of 

Navalny and co-accused Pyotr Ofitserov, a businessman, was based on an "arbitrary 

application of the law". "The trial court convicting the co-accused had worded its judgement 

in a manner that could only be considered prejudicial as regards (their) alleged involvement 

in the crime," it said, noting that the courts involved had found them "guilty of acts 

indistinguishable from regular commercial activities."  

 

CEDH: la Turquie condamnée pour avoir privée de conservatoire une musicienne aveugle 

23/02 – AFP – LePoint / France 

La Cour européenne des droits de l'Homme (CEDH) a condamné mardi la Turquie pour avoir 

refusé à une jeune musicienne d'étudier au Conservatoire national d'Istanbul au motif 

qu'elle était aveugle, une décision "discriminatoire" selon les juges européens. Alors que la 

jeune fille, alors âgée de 15 ans, avait réussi le concours d'entrée au conservatoire et qu'elle 

"avait toutes les qualités pour intégrer" cette institution, "le refus de son inscription n'a été 

motivé que par sa cécité", a estimé la CEDH.  

 

Court: Russia responsible for violations in Trans-Dniester 

23/02 – AFP – The Washington Post / US 

The European Court of Human Rights says Russia can be held responsible for rights violations 

in the Moldovan breakaway republic of Trans-Dniester, and has ordered the Russian 

government to pay 29,000 euros ($32,000) in damages to a man imprisoned there. The court 

ruled Tuesday that Russia had violated various rights of a Moldovan man arrested in Trans-

Dniester in 2008 and that he was subject to inhuman or degrading treatment. The ruling also 

covered the question of which country has jurisdiction over Trans-Dniester. The Strasbourg, 

France-based European court ruled that both Russia and Moldova have jurisdiction. 

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35638868
http://www.france24.com/en/20160223-europe-court-slams-russias-arbitrary-conviction-activist-blogger#./20160223-europe-court-slams-russias-arbitrary-conviction-activist-blogger?&_suid=145647649504408490567997692981
http://www.lepoint.fr/culture/cedh-la-turquie-condamnee-pour-avoir-privee-de-conservatoire-une-musicienne-aveugle-23-02-2016-2020510_3.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/court-russia-responsible-for-violations-in-trans-dniester/2016/02/23/ad5dcbec-da52-11e5-8210-f0bd8de915f6_story.html
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Croatia Fined for Violating Same-Sex Rights 

24/02 – Balkan Insight / International 

The European Court of Human Rights has fined Croatia 10,000 euro for discriminating 

against a same-sex couple in a case dating back to 2011. The European Court of Human 

Rights, ECHR, on Tuesday fined Croatia for discriminating against same-sex couples by not 

granting residence permits to couples in which one partner comes from abroad. The case 

was brought by Bosnian national Danka Pajic who claimed the Croatian authorities breach 

her right to a family and a private life by not granting her a residence permit in 2011 on the 

basis of her union with her female Croatian partner.  

 

 

Group of States against Corruption 

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina: GRECO calls for firm steps implementing anticorruption reform 

22/02 - FTSE Global Markets / International 

The Council of Europe’s Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) has published today its 

Fourth Round Evaluation Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina, which focuses on the 

prevention of corruption amongst members of parliament, judges and prosecutors. 

“Shortcomings remain,” says Council of Europe Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland. “The 

government must now show strong political will needed to tackle them and implement the 

recommendations of GRECO.   

 

 

European Convention on Human Rights 

 

France Opts Out of International Conventions on Human Rights 

22/02 – Mediapart / France 

Editor of technological news website Next INpact, Marc Rees, reports that France has 

requested a derogation from the UN's International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Having already temporarily opted out of the European Convention on Human Rights, Rees 

shows that the French state is therefore currently contravening all of the international 

human rights agreements it has helped to draft. After passing the law extending and 

modifying the State of Emergency, the French government had warned the Secretary 

General of the Council of Europe that it was to contravene the European Convention on 

Human Rights (ECHR).  
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