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Preamble 
 

• In the discussions and recommendations we 
explicitly included urban forestry and agro-
forestry as well as urban livestock, urban 
aquaculture, etcetera as forms of urban 
agriculture (although institutionally separated). 

• When we speak of urban agriculture it is 
including both intra- and peri-urban agriculture. 

• The emphasis is mainly on market oriented urban 
agriculture (small, medium or larger scale). 
 



THEMATIC CHALLENGE and  OBJECTIVES / EXPECTED RESULTS 

• Enhance access of urban population to fresh, safe and nutritious (and 
culturally acceptable) food through development of short food chains and by 
deployment of sustainable urban agriculture technologies (that should be 
ecologically friendly, allow higher outputs per unit of land, and be compatible 
with the objectives b and c)  

• Contribute to sustainable and resilient urban development through 
contributions to urban greening, reduction of air pollution, reducing the 
ecological foot print of the city (less transport/cooling/packaging), closing 
nutrient cycles and productive reuse of urban wastes, disaster reduction, 
biodiversity and landscape management, amongst others)   

• Creation and maintenance of multi-functional intra- and peri-urban 
landscapes 

• Creating favourable conditions for the development of short food chains 
(sustainable agri-food systems in city regions) in a context of sustainable and 
resilient city development, by exploring and improving the policy and 
institutional framework (by enhancing access to and security of agricultural 
land in the city region, the integration of urban agriculture in urban spatial 
development and land use planning and in relevant sector policies e.g. green 
infrastructure development, environmental policy)  

• Contribute to capacity development regarding research and innovation in 
urban agriculture    
 



Key R&I topics (challenged based)  

• Assessment of impacts of short food chains / urban 
agriculture and identification of effective policies / strategies 
to strengthen a city regional food system 

• Research and innovation regarding resource recovery and 
productive reuse of nutrients, wastewater, excess energy in 
urban agriculture 

• Sustainable intensification in urban agriculture 

• Access to land and security of land use 

• The role of urban agriculture in city climate change 
adaptation and mitigation and disaster risk reduction 

• Successful types of multi-functional land use and successful 
facilitating policies 

• Food safety in urban food production, processing and 
distribution 

• Innovative ways of financing urban agriculture 



Focus of R&I 

• Enhancing understanding of impacts, factors in 
play and successful strategies for the 
development of urban agriculture / resilient 
short food chains 

• Adaptive research yielding practical and 
sustainable results; involve the end users 

• Interdisciplinary; cross sectoral 

• Putting research into Use 

• Creating enabling framework conditions 



FORMS AND INSTRUMENTS OF COLLABORATION 

• Joint management of the EU-China Urban Agriculture 
research and innovation programme by CAAS and CAS.  

• To clearly earmark within the EU and Chinese budget of 
the sustainable urbanization programme a specific 
amount for the urban agriculture sub-programme.  

• To enable a mechanism in which approval of a joint 
project automatically leads to availability of co-funding 
from both EU and China side. 

• To facilitate co-funding contributions to research and 
innovation projects by regional and local governments 
and private enterprises as well as contributions by the 
research institutions from China and Europe involved in 
the programme (next to national and EU co-funding) 



• To include mechanisms that facilitate the participation 
of SME’s from Europe and China, as well as the 
participation of civil society organisations (notably 
producers-, consumers- and environmental- and 
women’s organisations) in the design, implementation 
and evaluation of research and innovation programmes 

• To separate a few percent of the R&I programme on 
urban agriculture to crate and maintain a clearing 
house  on sustainable urban food systems, with 
research results on each of the topics included in the 
research agenda 

• Also complimentary funds will be needed to enable 
national and international networking and exchange 
and collaboration in this field; national and 
international study visits, seminars; and for PhD studies 



CONCERNS ABOUT FRAME WORK CONDITION 

 
• Many participants wondered whether the strong 

emphasis by the EU on EU-interests like enhancing 
the accessibility for EU enterprises of local 
procurement in China and a better position to 
validate and disseminate technologies patented by 
European enterprises would really get to work. It 
might seriously harm the commitment of national 
government and availability of matching funds 
from local funds for the EU contribution to R&I 
projects 


