
In order to promote scientific cooperation among top level 
researchers, this Implementing Arrangement will give the 
opportunity to young Chinese researchers who are 
active holders of NSFC grants to establish and pursue 
research collaboration with Europe-based scientists 
already supported by the European Research Council (ERC).

This Implementing Arrangement is based on a model 
established between the European Commission and 
the USA National Science Foundation in 2012. Similar 
arrangements have been signed with organisations in 
the Republic of Korea, Argentina and recently Japan. 
Several visits of scientists to ERC-supported projects 
have already been realised or scheduled through these 
arrangements.

New cooperation opportunities

The implementation of this new initiative is foreseen in 
autumn 2015, with the first short or medium duration 
visits of Chinese researchers to ERC-funded research 
teams expected to take place in the summer of 2016. 

The NSFC and the ERC intend to promote further 
researchers’ mobility between the European Union 
and the People’s Republic of China. The ERC grants 
already provide sufficient flexibility to allow, when 
necessary, visits of the ERC grant holders and/or members 
of their research team to China in order to further enhance 
the cooperation with the Chinese counterpart. 

Several Chinese scientists have already been 
involved in research activities supported by the ERC, 
both as ERC team members and as ERC grant holders 
(12) established in Europe. 

Implementing Arrangement with China 
to promote the ERC-NSF Cooperation

EU-ChiNa CooPERaTioN oN RESEaRCh aNd iNNovaTioN

Contact details:
ERC-IMPLEMENTING-ARRANGEMENTS@
ec.europa.eu

More information:
ERC website: http://erc.europa.eu/implementing-
arrangements
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Under the umbrella of the 

Science & Technology 

Agreement between the 

European Union (EU) and 

the People’s Republic of 

China, an ‘Implementing 

Arrangement’ is signed by 

the European Commission 

and the National Natural 

Science Foundation of China 

(NSFC) on the occasion of 

the EU-China 2nd Innovation 

Cooperation Dialogue. 


