
 Cross-border cooperation (ENPI-CBC)

  The CBC programmes support joint projects between EU mem-

ber states and partner countries along the eastern and southern 

borders of the EU. It is the task of the regional and local partners 

on both sides of the border to analyse their common needs and 

to identify priorities and actions that are most relevant to their local 

situation. The CBC programmes have been especially set up to 
avoid dividing lines in and around Europe and are a core element 

of the ENPI.

 Neighbourhood Investment Facility (ENPI-NIF)

  The NIF supports, via grant funding, operations from the European 
development fi nance institutions in the neighbourhood region. It 

can, therefore, mobilise additional concessional funding in the 

neighbourhood region and allow the implementation of more com-

plex projects unfeasible without the NIF, and so further support the 

priorities of the European Neighbourhood Policy. The NIF focuses 

on the energy, environment and transport sectors, but support may 

also be provided for SMEs and social sector development.

 ENPI-Twinning, TAIEX and SIGMA

  Institutional Twinning projects bring together public sector expertise 

from EU Member States and neighbourhood partner countries. They 

aim at upgrading and modernising the partner state's institutions 

through training and restructuring as well as contributing to the draft-

ing of laws and regulations in approximation to the EU acquis.

  TAIEX (Technical Assistance and Information Exchange) is an in-

stitution building instrument implemented by means of short-term 
missions. It channels requests for assistance from partner coun-

tries and contributes to the delivery, at short notice, of appropriate 

tailor-made public expertise to help the partners to understand, 

harmonise or implement various fi elds of EU legislation. TAIEX also 

identifi es possible topics for future Twinning projects.

  SIGMA (Support for Improvement in Governance and Management) 

is a joint European Commission and OECD initiative. Principally 

fi nanced by the EU, it focuses on strengthening public manage-
ment in areas such as administrative reform, public procurement, 

public sector ethics, anti-corruption, and external and internal 

fi nancial control.

 ENPI-Education: Erasmus Mundus (EM) and Tempus

  EM strives to boost exchanges of students, researchers and 

academic staff and to support mobility, in particular from non-EU 

countries to EU Member States.

  Tempus is the EU programme that supports the moderni-
sation of higher education in the partner countries. The 

programme is designed to promote cooperation between higher 

education institutions in the EU and in partner countries, thereby 

encouraging the transfer of know-how.

 Investing in people

  The “Investing in people” programme supports actions in six differ-

ent areas (health, education, gender equality, employment and 
social cohesion, youth and children, culture), which cover nearly 

all the Millennium Development Goals.

 Environment and natural resources

  The EU’s “Environment and natural resources” programme provides 

dedicated EU resources to help partner countries and organisa-

tions address environmental and natural resource management 
issues, meet their obligations under multilateral environmental 

agreements and to take international policy leadership in such 

areas as curbing climate change, tackling land degradation and 

desertifi cation, biodiversity protection and sound management of 

chemicals and wastes. In ENPI partner countries, the programme 

focuses on the areas of climate change, biodiversity, and energy.

 Non-state actors and local authorities

  With this programme, the EU wants to strengthen the capaci-
ties of non-state actors and local authorities to provide help. It 

also serves to co-fi nance actions in areas as diverse as rural de-

velopment, health, environmental protection and education aimed 

at out-of-reach populations, as well as long-term partnerships 

between civil society and local authorities.

 Food security

  Food crises are a severe problem for the economies of developing 

countries and exacerbate the existing poverty already affecting their 

people. Social and political stability is also sometimes threatened 

by such crises. This programme sets out to increase agricultural 
production in these countries by giving priority support to small 

farm holdings and to agricultural research. Alleviating the chronic 

problem of access to food through structured support actions tar-

geting the poorest populations is also a major priority.

 Migration and asylum

  The objective of this programme is to assist third countries to 
improve the management of their migratory fl ows. The pro-

gramme’s intention is not to directly address the deeply-rooted 

causes of migration but rather to cover all essential facets of the 

migratory phenomenon (migration and development, labour migra-

tion, illegal migration and traffi c in persons, migrants’ rights, asylum 

and international protection).

For further information, please visit our website 
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/neighbourhood 
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/index_en.htm or 
write to europeaid-info@ec.europa.eu

Coming Closer  

EU assistance 

to its neighbours 

and beyond

Other ENPI-funded facilities:The thematic programmes funded through the 
Instrument for Development Cooperation:
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Neighbours in the Middle East beyond 
the ENP: Iraq, Iran and Yemen
The EU also provides support to Iraq, Iran and Yemen, tailored to 

refl ect the political, economic and social circumstances of each 

country, as well as the state of their relations with the EU. Financial 

cooperation takes place through the “Instrument for Development 

Cooperation”. Cooperative activities cover a broad range of issues 

including human rights, good governance, capacity building and 

economic development.

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/gulf-region/index_en.htm

The European Union (EU) has a special relationship with the 

seven teen countries along its eastern and southern land and sea 

borders. It shares interests, ideals, and aspirations with them, and 

faces common challenges in fi elds such as security, energy, the 

environment, jobs, and migration. Rather than seeing dividing lines 

emerge in and around Europe, the EU wants to extend the prosper-

ity, stability and security enjoyed by EU members to its neighbours.

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/neighbourhood

In order to put into practice the objectives that have been agreed 

with its partners in the neighbourhood, the EU allocates around 

€2 billion each year for cooperation programmes focusing, for 

ex ample, on economic and social reform, promoting good gov-

ernance and democracy, human rights, nuclear safety and more. 

These programmes and projects are funded through a set of fi -

nancial instruments. The priorities of the main instrument (the 

ENPI – European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument) are 

based on bilateral agreements concluded with the partner coun-

tries and on the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). 

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) was developed in 

2004 and goes beyond existing relations to offer a deeper political 

relationship and economic integration. It remains distinct from the 

process of enlargement.

The ENP applies to the EU's immediate neighbours by land or 

sea – Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, 

Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Republic of Moldova, Morocco, Occupied 

Palestinian Territory, Syria, Tunisia and Ukraine. Although Russia 

is also a neighbour of the EU, our relations are instead developed 

through a Strategic Partnership covering four “common spaces”.

The ENP is not concerned with countries which are candidates – 

or potential candidates – for EU membership (Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Croatia,  former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,  

Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia, Turkey) nor with EFTA/EEA neigh-

bours (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland).

http://ec.europa.eu/world/enp/index_en.htm

European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI)

The ENPI is the main instrument for cooperation with the 16 ENP 

countries plus Russia. It has a total budget of €12 billion for the 

period 2007–13. The ENPI bilateral programmes are the most im-

portant source of external assistance funding for the partner states 

and usually concentrate on one or several main sectors per year. 

A few examples are the energy sector in Ukraine, the justice sys-

tem in the countries of the Southern Caucasus, the health sector 

in Algeria and Egypt, and local development in Lebanon. The ENPI 

also fi nances regional projects involving two or more neighbour 

countries focusing, for instance, on transport, energy or border 

management.

European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)

The EIDHR contributes to the development of democracy, 
the rule of law, respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms throughout the world. It is complementary to geograph-

ical instruments. It can provide support, including in countries 

considered as “diffi cult partnerships”, where human rights activi-

ties may be diffi cult to implement within geographical programmes 

or where there is no offi cial cooperation.

Nuclear safety cooperation

The Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation (INSC) has a global 

geographical scope and fi nances measures to support a higher 
level of nuclear safety, radiation protection and the application of ef-

fi cient and effective safeguards of nuclear materials in third countries. 

A sizeable contribution is allocated to the Chernobyl Shelter Fund.

Instrument for Stability

The Instrument for Stability (IfS) is the Commission’s main thematic 

tool relating to security in partner countries which are undergoing 

crisis or where one is imminent or addressing long-term threats to 

security in areas where other instruments cannot intervene.

The Instrument for Stability has two components, one short-term 

for re-establishing stability in situations of crisis or emerging crisis 

and the other – long-term – to strengthen response capacities of 

non-EU member countries to cross-border threats such as terror-

ism and organised crime, including illicit traffi cking of weapons, 

drugs and human beings; to fi ght and protect against the prolifer-

ation of weapons of mass destruction; and for pre- and post-crisis 

capacity building.

Our Instruments
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 European Union

  Partners under the European Neighbourhood 
Policy (ENP), covered by the European 
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument 
(ENPI)

  External relations with the Russian Federation 
in the context of the EU-Russia Strategic 
Partnership, fi nancial cooperation with Russia is 
also taking place under the ENPI

  Financial cooperation with Iraq, Iran and Yemen 
covered by the Instrument for Development 
Cooperation

 International boundaries 

 Capitals

(*) Kosovo: under UN SC Resolution 1244
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