
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

Baku, 15/12/2009 

 

The European Union celebrates the entry into force of the 

Treaty of Lisbon.  
 

The Delegation of the European Union in Baku held a reception on the 14/12 to 

celebrate the entry into force on December 1
st
, 2009 of the Treaty of Lisbon. The 

Treaty is a groundbreaking agreement between 27 member states which will provide 

with deeper integration of the Union, more efficient institutions, more democracy and 

more transparency for Europe.  

 

 "The Treaty will now give birth to a new Union, stronger and united, which will establish 

comprehensive partnership with its neighbors based on shared values. This is the sense of 

the Eastern Partnership we are now discussing with Azerbaijan and which should bring 

about tremendous opportunities for the country" declared Ambassador Roland Kobia, Head 

of the EU Delegation in Azerbaijan.  

 

The Treaty allows for an even more transparent and democratic Europe, with a 

strengthened role for the European Parliament and the 27 national parliaments. It also 

introduces the "Citizen's Initiative" which will allow one million of EU citizens to call on 

the European Commission to bring forward new policy proposals. The Union will be made 

more efficient with simplified working methods and decision making rules. The Treaty 

will also favor a Europe of rights and values, a Europe of freedom, solidarity and security 

with, among other changes, the Charter on Fundamental Rights being given force of law in 

most of the Member States. Finally the Treaty will allow for the Union to take its rightful 

place as a key actor on the global stage, by giving it a clear voice in relations to its 

partners worldwide. In this context two new posts have been created: a President of the 

European Council, which will speak for the EU outside the Union, and a High 

Representative in Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, which will give more impact and 

visibility to EU's external actions. 

 

More information: http://europa.eu/lisbon_treaty/index_en.htm 

  

 

Delegation of the European Union,  
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 Email: delegation-azerbaijan@ec.europa.eu 

 

The European Commission is the EU’s executive body. 

 

“The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link 

together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement 

of 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development 

whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The European 

Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and peoples 

beyond its borders”. 
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