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Australia's Next Defence White Paper – what to expect?  

At Curtin University on 18 July, at a conference on Australia's Defence 
White Paper, EU Ambassador David Daly spoke on the European 
Union's role in the area of defence and security.    

"For a long time the EU had nothing to do with Defence and security 
matters; we handled economic, trade, developmental and some social 
issues. European military issues were mostly played out in NATO" 
explained Ambassador Daly, but "the birth of the EU's foreign policy 

(Common Foreign and Security Policy) together with the security instruments (European Security 
and Defence Policy), enables Europe to respond to security challenges in its own neighbourhood."  
read more  

International forum on maritime piracy  

Ambassador David Daly delivered three main messages at an international forum on maritime 
piracy in Perth on 18 July.  The conference was a follow-up to the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government meeting of October 2011. 

Invited to speak on the EU's role in the Indian Ocean, Ambassador Daly explained that the EU 
is engaged militarily through EU NAVFOR Operation Atalanta to contain the acts of piracy.  
"The EU considers the establishment of the Rule of Law, including the prosecution of 
suspected pirates, is a critical aspect of breaking the pirate business model and deterring 
would be pirates.  Ownership by Somalia and the countries of the region is vital for any 
progress to be sustainable over the medium/ long term; but these countries are not alone, 
we want to help." said Mr Daly.  read more  

Asia+Europe=Australia 

"We rejoice in the rich diversity of European cultures" 
said Ambassador David Daly during Radio National's "Big 
Ideas" program on 19 July.  The program looked at the 
strong cultural connections between Europe and 
Australia, a country with a geographical location in Asia.  
Australia joined the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) in 
2010, but was it invited to join as part of Asia or 
Europe?  

The European Commission's Directorate General for 
Education and Culture selected Australia as a Cultural 

Cooperation Partner for 2013. Was Australia selected because of its European heritage or as a 
stepping-stone into Asia? These ideas were discussed on the program, but if you missed the 
broadcast, you can download it from the Big Ideas  website. 
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Syria: deep regret at lack of UNSC resolution 

With the situation in Syria increasingly deteriorating, EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy Catherine Ashton has expressed her deep regret that the UN 
Security Council could not agree on a resolution "to add more effective and robust pressure 
to end the violence in Syria and allow for a peaceful settlement of the conflict".  
Commissioner Ashton again expressed her full support to Kofi Annan and his peace plan. The 
High Representative urged that the international community acts rapidly to avoid any further 
descent into civil war. Statement 

The future of the euro 

Peter Bekx, Director of International Economic and Financial 
Affairs in the European Commission’s Directorate General for 
Economic and Financial Affairs, visited Australia on 17 and 18 
July 2012 for the third EU-Australia Macroeconomic Dialogue, 
held as a bilateral adjunct to G20 interactions. 

Mr Bekx also made a public presentation at the Australian 
National University Centre for European Studies: "The 
European sovereign debt crisis and the future of the euro" on 
17 July, explaining that the current sovereign debt crisis has 
evolved from the preceding financial and credit crises 
emanating from the US mortgage market. The dynamics of 
the present situation are part of a vicious circle of interaction 
between banks and sovereign, against which forceful 
measures have to be taken. read more  

Eurogroup finance ministers endorse financial assistance to recapitalise Spanish 
financial institutions  

Euro area finance ministers (the Eurogroup) have agreed on a 
programme designed to help Spain recapitalise and restructure its 
financial institutions. Following national parliamentary procedures, the 
Memorandum of Understanding was endorsed by the Eurogroup on 20 
July as embedded in the Council decision to be formally adopted on 23 
July. The programme includes specific requirements for banks that are 
unable to meet their capital shortfall without public support, and for 
the strengthening of Spain's financial and regulatory framework. The 

first tranche of EUR 30bn will be activated by the end of July, in case of urgent needs in the 
Spanish banking sector. The exact capital shortfalls and the need for public support will be 
established after stress tests of the banks in question have been concluded. Financial assistance 
will then be provided in several tranches via the European Financial Stability Facility (EFSF) until 
the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) becomes operational. read more 

EU trade and investment relationship with key economic partners 

This progress report on the EU trade and investment relationship with its key economic 
partners reviews the contribution that deepening relationships between the EU can make to a 
comprehensive strategy to return to growth and job creation in Europe.  It also shows how 
trade agreements could boost growth via both the demand and supply sides, by securing a 
dynamic external demand pillar for the EU economy and fostering competitiveness-enhancing 
structural reforms.  read more  

Japan: Free Trade Negotiations opened 

The European Commission has announced that it has decided to ask Member States for the 
green light to open free trade negotiations with Japan. Japan is a key partner for the EU; it is 
the second biggest trading partner in Asia and shares common values such as democracy and 
the rule of law. The opening up of the Japanese market could increase the EU's GDP and vital 
boost EU jobs. The Commission has asked Member States to discuss the proposal and has 
encouraged them to give the Commission a mandate to start negotiations as soon as 
possible. Commissioner De Gucht Announcement 
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EU announces biggest ever set of FP-7 calls 

The European Commission has announced the final and biggest ever calls for proposals under 
its Seventh Framework Programme for Research (FP7). In total, €8.1 billion is available to 
support projects and ideas that will boost Europe's competitiveness and tackle issues such as 
improving human health, protecting the environment and finding new solutions to challenges 
arising, for example, from urbanisation and managing waste. 

Universities, research organisations and industry will be among more than 15,000 funding 
recipients in around 1,300 projects. Around €2.7 billion will help cement Europe's place as a 
world class destination for researchers, mainly through individual grants from the European 
Research Council (€1.75 billion), and Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (€963 million) for 
research training and mobility. Some €1.2 billion is available for SMEs. 

All areas of the 2013 Work Programme are generally open to Australian research institutions. 
read more  

Success for Australian and New Zealand researchers in the latest Jean Monnet 
grants 

In Australia: 

Remy Davison, from Monash University, received a grant for €45,000 (Jean Monnet Chair)  

Bruno Mascitelli, Swinburne University of Technology, received funding of €12,375 for the 
Contemporary European Studies Association (CESAA) 

Philomena Murray, University of Melbourne, in a joint project entitled Drivers of 
Regionalism and Integration in Europe and Asia: Comparative Perspectives with Prof Louis 
Brennan, Institute for International Integration Studies, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland, 
received a Jean Monnet grant. 

In New Zealand: 

Jean Monnet Chair ad personum – Prof. Martin Holland €45000 

Jean Monnet Learning EU in Schools – National Centre for Research on Europe (NCRE) 
€60000 

Jean Monnet Multi-lateral Research Project - €73000 – NCRE (Dr. Natalia Chaban) 

Jean Monnet Research and Information Events – EUSAAP Conference (Macau 2013) 

Jean Monnet Teaching Module: EU and Human Rights Issues (taught by Dr. Katharine 
Vadura) €21,000 

Australia and Europe in conversation – number 6 

Wednesday 25 July from 5.00-6.30pm 

Every month this year, two or three Ambassadors and/or High Commissioners from EU 
Member States, together with Australian Ambassadors to Europe and other experts, will 
gather at the ANUCES to talk about their country and why it joined the EU, their current 
position and how their country interacts with Australia. Most of the events will be recorded 
and broadcast by Radio National’s “Big Ideas” program, and filmed by the Sky A-Pac Channel. 

This month we are fortunate to be joined by H.E. Mr Noel White, Ambassador for Ireland to 
Australia and New Zealand, H.E. Mr Rui Quartin-Santos, Ambassador for Portugal to Australia 
and New Zealand, and Mr Peter Doyle, Assistant Secretary, EU & Western Europe Branch, 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, who will together discuss the fifty years of relations 
between Australia and the EU. Joining them will be Mr Kieran Gilbert, Sky News Chief Political 
Reporter, who will moderate the discussion.  read more 

http://ces.anu.edu.au/news/eu-announces-final-and-biggest-ever-set-fp-7-calls
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European Studies Travel Grants 

The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) is offering scholarships for a two-week 
course dealing with the issue of the European Union in a broader sense for students wanting 
to improve their understanding of contemporary European affairs and legislative regulations. 
The scholarships are available to Australian and New Zealand undergraduate and graduate 
students studying in the fields of law, politics, international relations, European studies or 
similar subjects. The course will be held in English, in Otzenhausen, Germany, from 2-15 
December 2012.  The ANU Centre for European Studies is delighted to support this program 
by funding three travel grants of up to $2,500 per student.  The due date for applications is 
Friday 31 August 2012. read more 

France, Germany and the European Union: where to from 
here?  25 July 2012 at Monash University Museum of Art (MUMA).  
The Ambassador of France to Australia, H.E. Mr Stéphane Romatet, 

will give an overview of the achievements of the Franco-German partnership, and his views 
on and analysis of its future and that of the EU.  He will touch upon the implications for 
EU/Australia relations.  read more 

The Asian Century: what it means for the EU and Australia, 30 July 2012, presented by Dr 
Gerhard Sabathil, Director, North East Asia and the Pacific, European External Action 
Service, Brussels, at Melbourne City Conference Centre. 

Biting Off More Than They Can ChEU? EU Attempts to Negotiate Another CAP Reform 
and a New Seven Year Financial Framework, presented by Professor Rob Ackrill, 
European Economics and Policy in the Division of Economics, Nottingham Business School, 
Nottingham Trent University, UK. Tuesday 31 July 2012 Coffee served at 11.00am, lecture 
from 11.15am – 12.30pm 

More information on current events can be found on our website  

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 
2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu or jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu  

Copyright 2012.  Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia 
when reproducing any of the content of this newsletter  

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please send an email to delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu  

European External Action Service (EEAS) “A collective EU voice; a collective force for 
good in the world." 
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