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President Barroso on the economy and on Greece 

European Commission President Barroso, in a statement following a debate in the 
European Council on the economic situation in Europe, said "In a democracy, new 
elections are the natural consequence of the impossibility to form a government 
following an election. It will now be for the Greek people to take a fully informed 
decision on the alternatives, having in mind that this will be indeed an historic 
election.   We will of course respect the democratic decision of the Greek people.  At 
the same time the Greek citizens should be aware that there are 16 other 
democracies in the euro area.  The democratic decisions taken in the euro area 
must also be taken into account."  read more 

 

European Union at the G8 summit in Camp David on 18-19 May "Acting Together"

This year's G8 summit under the motto "Acting Together" is chaired by US 
President Obama in Camp David and takes place from 20-21 May, one month 
before the G20 summit in Mexico. The European Union is a full member of the G8 
and is represented by Commission President Barroso and European Council 
President Van Rompuy.  The European Union comes to Camp David to contribute 
actively to finding common solutions to the most pressing global challenges on the 
agenda, ranging from the world's economy to food security, from energy and 
climate to regional and political developments and security issues. read more  

 

EU Foreign Affairs Council: Ministers meet in Brussels 

EU Foreign Ministers met in Brussels on 14 May.  A broad range of discussions were 
on the table including Afghanistan, the Middle East Peace Process, Syria and 
Ukraine. On the MEPP, the EU reaffirmed its commitment to a two-state solution.  
Preparations for the upcoming summits with Mexico and Russia were also 
considered. Full Conclusions Syria Sanctions Syria Somalia MEPP Afghanistan 
Yemen Burma/Myanmar 

 

Afghanistan: entering a decade of transformation 

At the Foreign Affairs Council, the EU reiterated its support for Afghanistan during 
the transition and transformation that the country is undergoing.  The Council 
stressed that this commitment requires a reciprocal and genuine effort by the 
Afghan authorities to meet the reform obligations agreed at the Kabul and Bonn 
Conferences.  read more 
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EU – Iraq : Historic Agreement Signed 

The first ever framework agreement between the EU and Iraq was signed last week 
between EU HR Catherine Ashton and the Foreign Minister of Iraq, Hoshyar Zebari.  
The EU-Iraq Partnership and Cooperation Agreement establishes a comprehensive 
platform for enhancing ties and cooperation in a wide range of areas: from political 
matters such as countering terrorism and promoting human rights, to trade and 
investment in key areas such as energy and services. read more 

 

EU bolsters its support to reformers in its neighbourhood 

Last year the EU launched a full review of its European Neighbourhood Policy in 
response to the Arab Spring.  According to a policy of “more for more”, committed 
reformers in the EU’s Southern and Eastern neighbourhood would be awarded 
greater and broader EU support.  On 15 May, EU High Representative Catherine 
Ashton and the Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood 
Policy,   Štefan Füle, assessed the first year of implementation of the new 
approach. Over the last twelve months, the EU has responded with determination 
to a fast and changing situation in its neighbourhood. Press Release Jordan Israel 
Libya Algeria Armenia Azerbaijan Belarus Egypt Georgia Morocco Moldova 
occupied Palestinian territory Syria Tunisia Ukraine Lebanon   

 

ASEAN – EU Cooperation 

At the ASEAN-EU Ministerial Meeting in Brunei, ASEAN welcomed the EU’s offer to 
contribute towards enhancing capacity of ASEAN Member States on crisis response. 
The EU offer was based on a proposal created jointly by the EEAS Crisis Response 
Department and the EEAS Asia & Pacific Department.  ASEAN and the EU will work 
together to realise the following activities: (a) strengthening the ASEAN 
Coordinating Centre for humanitarian assistance and disaster management (AHA 
Centre); (b) capacity-building in national ASEAN disaster management mechanisms 
(setting up appropriate national mechanisms; strengthening the capacity of existing 
national mechanisms;  supporting collection and analysis of data); (c) promoting 
exchanges of experience and knowledge in civilian-military cooperation on disaster 
risk reduction and emergency response. 

 

EU sanctions on Burma/Myanmar suspended 

The EU restrictive measures against Burma/Myanmar were suspended for one 
year, as agreed by the Foreign Affairs Council on 23 April.   EU High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, said: "The European Union 
welcomes the remarkable changes in Burma/Myanmar and has decided to open a 
new chapter in our relations. Now that the sanctions will be effectively suspended, 
we encourage trade and investment in the country."   read more 

 

EU forces deliver blow to pirates on Somalia shoreline 

Early on Tuesday 15 May, EU NAVFOR – Operation Atalanta, struck for the first time 
land targets of pirate logistical dumps.  The operation was conducted in accordance 
with the UN Security Council Resolution 1851 and had the full support of the 
Transitional Federal Government of Somalia.  The focused, precise and 
proportionate action was conducted from the air and there were no casualties.  EU 
HR Catherine Ashton welcomed this successful operation as part of the EU's 
comprehensive approach to the problem of piracy, which also contributes to 
constraining the financial benefits of piracy, and to supporting the establishment of 
a lasting political solution on land which will enable accountable government and 
the rule of law to be re-established throughout Somalia. read more 
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International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia  

On 17 May, the International Day against Homophobia and Transphobia, Catherine 
Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign and Security Policy, 
said “Today, people around the world celebrate the International Day against 
Homophobia and Transphobia.  On behalf of the European Union, I am proud to join 
this celebration.  Around the world, people experience discrimination and violence, 
and even die, because of their sexual orientation or gender identity.  We are 
sometimes told that sexual orientation and gender identity conflict with traditional 
values. Let me be very clear: when we speak about the rights of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender and Intersex persons, it is not about introducing new rights 
for one group of people. It is about the same human rights being applied to every 
person everywhere without discrimination. I call on all States to make this a reality 
for everyone.”  Read more 

 

Erasmus, a European success story 

Figures released by the European Commission on 8 May indicate that the Erasmus 
student exchange programme is the best-known exchange program, twenty years 
after it was launched. A total of 231,000 students benefited from it in 2010-2011, 
and there have been 2.5 million Erasmus students since 1987; it is the most 
successful programme in the world. Students' favourite destinations are Spain, 
Germany and France. "Erasmus study and training periods enable the acquisition of 
competences that are more precious than ever in these difficult times," maintains 
Androulla Vassiliou, the Commissioner for Education, Culture and Youth.   

The European Commission and Australia have co-operated in curriculum 
development and mobility projects since 2002. These have funded over 1,100 
students from 35 Australian and 66 European institutions to spend a study period 
abroad.  read more 

 
EABC Panel of speakers 
addressing the audience at 
Budget Night, Canberra 

European Australian Business Council news 

The European Australian Business Council has held several events in and around 
the Federal Budget and leading up to the upcoming sixth EABC Australian Business 
Mission to Europe.   

The forthcoming EABC Business Mission will visit Frankfurt, Brussels, and the Hague 
from 3-8 June.  The delegation will meet with leaders and officials at the European 
Commission, the European Parliament, the European Central Bank, Member State 
Governments and institutions, and peak business and industry groups.  Two board 
members of the EABC, Carla Zampatti AC and Deputy Chairman Professor 
Stephanie Fahey (Monash University) will continue their travels at the end of the 
Business Mission to visit Monash University’s Centre in Prato.  Read more 

 

Australia in Asia, and Europe 

An opinion article in the Sydney Morning Herald by Beijing-based law graduate and 
representative of the Australia-China Youth Association, Dimity Mannering, quotes 
the European Trade Commissioner Karel de Gucht: "People should not forget that 
Europe is still the world's No. 1 economy".  

Dimity says "The EU is Australia's biggest foreign investor." and "Australian 
chambers of commerce and business groups seem unaware of the need to promote 
Europe to a younger generation.   If Australia fails to encourage its younger citizens 
to think of the whole world rather than just a region next door, we risk missing out 
on economic opportunities that exist now and into the future." read more 
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European Economic News 

Euro area annual inflation was 2.6% in April 2012, down from 2.7% in March. A 
year earlier the rate was 2.8%. Monthly inflation was 0.5% in April 2012.  EU annual 
inflation was 2.7% in April 2012, down from 2.9% in March.  A year earlier the rate 
was 3.3%. Monthly inflation was 0.5% in April 2012.  read more  

The first estimate for the euro area (EA17) trade in goods balance with the rest of 
the world in March 2012 gave a 8.6 bn euro surplus, compared with +1.0 bn in 
March 2011. The February 2012 balance was +2.3 bn, compared with -2.9 bn in 
February 2011. In March 2012 compared with February 2012, seasonally adjusted 
exports fell by 0.9% and imports by 1.1%.  read more 

 

Europe and the Pacific: Past, Present and Future 

You are invited to a panel discussion on political and social change in the Pacific on 
Tuesday 22 May from 11.00 to 12.30 at the ANU Centre for European Studies.  
Panel members include His Excellency Mr David Daly, Ambassador of the European 
Union to Australia. 

 

Australia and Europe in conversation 

The next two events in this series will take place in Melbourne, on 30 May with 
Belgium and Sweden, and on 27 June with Greece and the Netherlands.   The 
broadcast of the third event which took place on18 April 2012 at the ANU Centre 
for European Studies, can be downloaded from the ABC's Big Ideas website.  read 
more 

 

The EU and Switzerland: Perceptions and policy making 

Christian Elias Schneider, Head, Science, Technology and Education, Swiss Embassy, 
and General Manager, Swiss Australian Academic Network (SAAN) presents this 
lecture on Wednesday 23 May from 2:00 - 3:00pm, at lecture theatre H2.37, H 
Building, Monash University Caulfield campus. RSVP: europecentre@monash.edu .  
All welcome. 

 

More information on current events can be found on our website  

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri 
+61 2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu or jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu  

Copyright 2012.  Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to 
Australia when reproducing any of the content of this newsletter  

To subscribe or unsubscribe, please send an email to delegation-
australia@eeas.europa.eu  

European External Action Service (EEAS) “A collective EU voice; a collective force for good in the world." 
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