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Ambassador David Daly speaks to Sky News chief political 
reporter Kieran Gilbert about challenges facing the Eurozone 

Ambassador Daly expressed confidence that Europe will be resilient 
through the sovereign debt crisis, and will bounce back to full 
strength.  Australia and the European Union are celebrating 50 
years of diplomatic relations, and in response to a question 
concerning Australians' perceptions of the European Union, 
Ambassador Daly points out that although Australians are more 
aware of China and the US, the EU is still Australia's biggest 
economic partner.  view the broadcast 

 

Australia and Europe in conversation 

The third event in this series took place 18 April 2012 at the ANU 
Centre for European Studies and was broadcast on A-PAC tv 
(Channel 648) and is also available as a download on the ABC's Big 
Ideas website.  The next two events will take place in Melbourne, 
on 30 May with Belgium and Sweden, and on 27 June with Greece, 
Netherlands and Finland.  read more 

 

EU – NZ sign Crisis Response Agreement 

A new agreement has been signed between the EU and New 
Zealand. The agreement, signed by High Representative of the 
European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine 
Ashton, and New Zealand Foreign Minister Murray McCully, paves 
the way for closer cooperation in crisis management. It significantly 
improves and structures EU-NZ relations in the security field. This 
new instrument enables smooth involvement of New Zealand in on-
going and future EU crisis management efforts in different theatres. 

The signature of this Framework Participation Agreement comes 
at a time when EU-New Zealand relations are developing very 
positively. On 27 October 2011, a joint statement issued by Mrs 
Ashton and Mr McCully expressed a shared political commitment 
to move rapidly towards negotiations for a Treaty-level 
Framework Agreement to upgrade the bilateral relationship, 
subject to respective mandating processes.   read more  
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EU-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting set to take relations with 
South-East Asia to a new level 

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, and Vice-President of the 
European Commission, travelled to Brunei to meet with the ten 
ASEAN member states and the Secretary-General of ASEAN. This 
year's meeting, held on 26-27 April, coincides with the 35th 
anniversary of official relations between the EU and ASEAN.  The 
High Representative said ahead of the meeting: “The EU has a 
strong stake in the success of ASEAN, a dynamic region of 600 
million people situated across the world’s major trading routes. We 
welcome the considerable progress made by ASEAN towards its 
integration goals, which promote peace and prosperity and will 
create large commercial opportunities. The EU and ASEAN are 
natural partners. The EU wants to be an active and constructive 
player in the new Asian regional architecture.”.  read more 

 

EU High Representative meets with the Foreign Ministers of 
Indonesia and Vietnam 

In the margins of the EU-ASEAN Ministerial Meeting in Brunei, EU 
HR Catherine Ashton met with the Foreign Minister of Indonesia, 
Marty Natalegawa, focusing on regional and global issues, and the 
deepening of the EU-Indonesia relationship with the ratification of 
the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement later this year.  read 
more  

In her meeting with the Foreign Minister of Vietnam, Pham Binh 
Minh, Catherine Ashton said "The European Union and Vietnam are 
strengthening their relationship. I am looking forward to the 
signature of the new EU-Vietnam Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement in the near future. We are also deepening our 
cooperation in Crisis Management, including in peacekeeping and 
maritime security."  read more 

 

EU Foreign Ministers agree to lift sanctions against regime in 
Myanmar / Burma 

The historic changes that have occurred in Burma over the last few 
months were recognised by European Union Foreign Ministers on 23 
April when they agreed to lift some sanctions against the regime. 
Catherine Ashton, who chaired the meeting in her capacity as EU 
High Representative, said that relations between the European 
Union and Burma were entering a "new chapter".  read more  

Following his most recent visit to Burma/Myanmar as part of an EU 
Election Observation Mission, EEAS Counsellor Robert Cooper spoke 
of how he believes the changes in Burma are there to stay. His visit 
comes ahead of Catherine Ashton's to the country on 28 April, when 
she will meet with NLD leader Daw Aung Sang Suu Kyi. The EU will 
look to enter a new phase in relations with Burma/Myanmar in light 
of recent reforms.  read more 
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European Council strengthens EU sanctions against the 
Syrian regime 

In view of the gravity of the situation in Syria, on 23 April the 
Council reinforced EU restrictive measures against the Syrian 
regime. The Council decided to adopt restrictive measures on the 
export to Syria of additional equipment, goods and technology that 
can be used for internal repression or for making and maintaining 
such products. It also agreed to ban the sales of luxury goods from 
the EU to Syria. 

EU High Representative Catherine Ashton said: "We have imposed 
additional sanctions against the Syrian regime because of deep 
concern about the situation and the continuing violence, in spite of 
the ceasefire. The repression in Syria must stop. We are working 
with the international community to ensure that we enforce 
sanctions as effectively as possible."  read more  

 

European Economic News 

Resilience in the financial sector has improved in the aftermath of 
the financial crisis, and action is now focusing on longer-term 
growth goals, although vulnerabilities remain, according to an 
annual European Commission report on financial integration and 
stability. read more 

In April 2012, the Business Climate Indicator (BCI) for the euro 
area decreased by 0.24 points to -0.52. The decline was mainly 
driven by a more negative assessment of export order books, 
production expectations, past production and overall order books. 
read more  

The Economic Sentiment Indicator (ESI) remained stable in April in 
the EU at 93.2. In the euro area it decreased significantly by 1.7 
points (to 92.8), thereby offsetting the gains recorded over the first 
quarter of 2012. The decline in the euro area was mainly driven by 
weakening confidence in the industry and services sectors. 
Confidence improved only in the retail sector. The more positive 
reading of the ESI in the EU reflects a strong improvement in the 
UK. In both regions, the ESI remains well below its long term 
average. read more 

 

Draft Budget 2013: investing in jobs and growth 

The EU's draft budget for 2013, presented on 25 April by the 
European Commission, reflects the European Council's statements 
that growth and employment in the EU can only be achieved by 
combining fiscal consolidation and investment into future growth.  
The EU budget usefully complements national efforts in this regard 
by concentrating investment on the priority areas defined in the 
EU's growth strategy Europe 2020, while at the same time taking 
into account the difficult economic context and pressure on national 
budgets.  read more  

   

The EU Centre at RMIT presents: What is the EU? How does it 
work? Why does it matter? 

The European Union (EU) has changed the political and economic 
landscape in Europe, yet few Australians understand much about its 
underlying structure or means of operation. It is indeed a 
remarkable organisation with global ramifications. This lecture will 
draw on different images to provide some answers to basic 
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questions about the EU as well as outlining some of the critical 
challenges which it faces. It might well be argued that the future for 
all of us depends on how well the EU does address these 
challenges. Thursday 3 May, 2012, 3:30 pm—5.00 pm, RMIT City 
campus, Building 56, level 3, room 82, Speaker: Professor Bruce 
Wilson.  Free event.  All welcome. http://www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre 
E: eucentre@rmit.edu.au  

 

Monash Europe and EU Centre presents a Public Seminar – EU 
Cohesion Policy: A powerful tool for regional development or 
an ineffective space for corruption?  

The cohesion policy (or regional policy) of the European Union 
provides financing to projects and investments supporting economic 
growth in EU member states and their regions. Similar schemes also 
exist for candidate and neighbouring countries of the EU (i.e. the 
Mediterranean region).  In this session Jan Hauser, Charles 
University (Prague) and Erasmus Mundus scholar at Monash 
University 2012, will cover the history and current developments of 
EU cohesion policy and its main funding schemes.  The seminar 
takes place on Friday 4 May 2012 from 12:00 to 1:00pm at the 
Lecture theatre H2.37, Lvl 2, H Building, Monash University Caulfield 
campus, 900 Dandenong Road, Caulfield East   RSVP:    
europecentre@monash.edu , 
http://www.monash.edu.au/europecentre/  

 

More information on current events can be found on our website  

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger 
Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu or 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu  
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