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Reminder: European Union Qantas Journalist Award closing 13 April 

Applications are sought for the 2012 European Union Qantas Journalist Award. 
The Award is open to an Australian journalist of not less than three years 
experience in the print or electronic media, who would benefit from a working 
visit to EU institutions and up to three Member States.  Preference will be given 

to applicants in a position to increase Australian understanding of EU affairs by having material published or 
broadcast.  The EU will assist the journalist in formulating a suitable program of 15 working days that must be 
undertaken by the end of 2012. The Award also provides for reasonable accommodation costs and a living 
allowance. Business class travel to and from Europe is courtesy of Qantas Airways and arranged by Travel 
Makers of Canberra.  read more 

Australia and Europe in conversation

Every month this year, Ambassadors from EU Member States, together with 
former Australian Ambassadors to Europe and other officials, will gather to talk 
about their country and the EU.  The events are to be recorded and broadcast by 

Radio National’s “Big Ideas” program . Most events take place in Canberra, but in May and June, the venue 
will be Melbourne. 

The first programme was broadcast on 7 March, but if you missed it, you can  listen to the broadcast online. 
The next event takes place on 28 March and will feature the Ambassadors of Germany and France.  If you 
cannot make it to the ANU Centre for European Studies on Wednesday 28 March at 5.00pm, look for the 
broadcast on ABC Radio National's Big Ideas.  more 

 EU-Australia Education and Training Policy Dialogue

The 4th EU-Australia Education and Training Policy Dialogue took place on 12 
March in Brussels. The Dialogue was organised by the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Education and Culture (DG EAC) and the Australian 
Department of Innovation, Industry, Science, Research and Tertiary Education 
(DIISRTE). The Dialogue was co-chaired by Mr Jordi Curell, Director, Higher 
Education and International Affairs, Directorate-General for Education and 
Culture, and Mr Colin Walters, Chief Executive Officer, Australian Education 

International, Department of Innovation, Industry, Science, Research and Tertiary Education. Key actions 
agreed include: 

Future dialogues - 2013 in Australia on Quality and Recognition and 2014 in Europe on Lifelong 
Learning  
Forum in Brussels in November 2012 on the role of Education and Training in preparing for 
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participation in the workforce  
Continuation of the bilateral mobility cooperation projects – currently we are on the 8th round  
The 2013 Directors Conference will be held in Australia – this is the conference that brings together the 
directors of all the bilateral mobility projects  
Pre-departure workshop for Australian Students going to Europe to be held in Australia in October 
2012 in Melbourne  
Joint expert seminar on the outcomes of all the previous policy dialogues will also take place in 
October (14-19) in Australia.  read more 

European agriculture and the transition to a new Common Agricultural Policy

The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has been continuously adapted to respond to 
the needs and expectations of European society, such that it is now barely recognisable 
from the CAP of 20 years ago.  The EU is currently in the middle of its process of 
deciding the next set of reforms of the CAP, due to be implemented from 2014 
onwards. 

John Tuckwell, Senior Adviser, Trade, Economics and Agriculture, 
Delegation of the European Union to Australia, on 16 March at the Monash University 
European Union Centre, discussed the reforms to date, the objectives and issues in the 
current reform process in meeting the food, natural resources and territorial challenges 
of the future, and also commented on what these have meant to Australia.  read more 

Eurogroup approves second Greek adjustment programme 

On 14 March, euro area finance ministers approved financing of the second 
Greek adjustment programme for an amount of up to €130 billion until 2014. 
The disbursement of the euro area's contribution to financing can proceed as 
planned. Euro area member states also authorised the European Financial 
Stability Facility (EFSF) to release the first instalment of a total amount of  
€39.4 billion, which will be disbursed in several tranches. The finance ministers 
noted the assessment of the Troika that Greece has implemented all agreed prior 
actions in a satisfactory manner, and reiterated the importance of further 
strengthening Greece's institutional capacity.  

Addressing the European Parliament on the programme, Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European 
Council, said "Alongside this monetary policy, the overall policy of restoring confidence in the eurozone at 
different levels will contribue to restore confidence by consumers and investors and will in that way contribute 
to growth and jobs.  Our strategy is starting to work.  We have reached a turning point in the crisis, while 
being fully aware of the remaining vulnerabilities." 

European economic news 

According to estimates published on 6 March by Eurostat the euro zone and 
European Union's GDP recorded a contraction of 0.3% in the fourth quarter of 
2011 in comparison with the previous quarter, but figures increased respectively 
by 0.7% and 0.9% in comparison with the fourth quarter of 2010. In 2011 the 
GDP rose by 1.4% in the euro zone and by 1.5% in the EU. 

A Eurostat study published on 12 March shows a 4.4 billion euro surplus in the 
EU's current account in the fourth quarter of 2011, compared to a deficit of 21.4 billion in the fourth quarter of 
2010. In the fourth quarter of 2011, the EU's trade in goods was in deficit by 11.3 billion euros compared to a 
deficit of 30.4 billion in the fourth quarter of 2010. In the 4th quarter of 2011 trade in services recorded a 
surplus of 31.4 billion euros against a surplus of 25.1 billion in the fourth quarter of 2010. read more 

The EU's Joint Research Council

In a world characterised by uncertainties, unforeseen and increasingly inter-
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connected events, risks and threats, timely access by policy and decision-makers to relevant information is 
becoming more important than ever before. The new European Crisis Management Laboratory, equipped with 
state-of-the-art information technologies, addresses this through development and testing of integrated systems 
which provide a dynamic situational awareness for crisis and disaster preparedness and response on any 
location or issue or event around the world. This knowledge is the first line of defence and helps to guarantee 
autonomy in decision-making to allow informed early action. A concrete example of such systems is the 
Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System (GDACS), a web-based platform developed together with the 
United Nations. It alerts governments, rescue services, civil protection and humanitarian organisations in case 
of disasters – earthquakes, tsunamis, flooding – and helps minimise loss through better coordination of 
international response. The Joint Research Council is involved not only in the emergency phase of the crisis 
management cycle, but also in the process of planning recovery and reconstruction after a disaster.  

The JRC has its headquarters in Brussels and its seven scientific institutes are located on sites in Belgium, 
Germany, Italy, The Netherlands and Spain with specialist and unique research laboratories and facilities. With 
an annual budget of around €350 million from the EU's research framework programme, its 2800 staff work on 
the key priorities of environment and climate change; energy and transport; agriculture and food security; 
health and consumer protection; information and communication technologies; and safety and security 
(including nuclear).  read more 

Trade, growth and development in the next decade

More than half the money spent on helping poor countries comes from the 
European Union and its member countries, making it the world's biggest aid 
donor.   

In its conclusions of 16 March, the Council of the European Union welcomed the European Commission's 
communication "Trade, Growth and Development: tailoring trade and investment policy for those countries 
most in need" and confirmed the importance of an ambitious and comprehensive EU trade, investment and 
development policy, in the context of the EU's critical role as the world's largest trading partner and the world's 
biggest provider of development assistance.  The Council is committed to promoting a multilateral agenda for 
trade and development, providing improved market access for developing countries, working towards 
sustainable development through a green economy and developing a more focused targeted and coordinated 
Aid for Trade.  read more  

European Professional Football against Hunger

The "Professional Football Against Hunger" campaign aims to raise awareness 
of the joint efforts needed to fight hunger and malnutrition. The motto of the 
campaign - Together We Can Save Lives – shows its spirit of solidarity and 
teamwork.   Football matches, field visits, actions at fairs, exhibitions, and social 
media activities will take place during the campaign, drawing attention to the 
plight of hungry people throughout the world. The European Commission and 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) will 

demonstrate efficient and effective ways to prevent and mitigate hunger through their joint projects.  

To help draw public attention to the scale of hunger's challenges, the European Professional Football League is 
mobilising its vast network of member leagues and football clubs across the continent, including world class 
players.  The high point of the campaign is the European Match Day Against Hunger which will take place in 
15 European countries on 31 March and 1 April - the 20th anniversary of ECHO, the European Commission's 
humanitarian aid department. The event will bring together 20 European football leagues in matches played by 
over 300 professional football clubs. read more 

EU challenges China’s rare earth export restrictions 

The European Union on 13 March launched a second challenge of China’s 
export restrictions on raw materials including 17 rare earths, as well as tungsten 
and molybdenum.  Together with the US and Japan, the EU formally requested 
dispute settlement consultations with China in the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO).  This follows a successful EU challenge at the WTO on similar 
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restrictions for other raw materials earlier this year.

"China's restrictions on rare earths and other products violate international trade rules and must be removed. 
These measures hurt our producers and consumers in the EU and across the world, including manufacturers 
of pioneering hi-tech and 'green' business applications" said EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht. 
"Despite the clear ruling of the WTO in our first dispute on raw materials, China has made no attempt to 
remove the other export restrictions. This leaves us no choice but to challenge China's export regime again to 
ensure fair access for our businesses to these materials."  read more 

 Let's Jam
Take this opportunity to influence leaders with your ideas.  Security Jam 2012 
lets you take part in frank discussions and the free exchange of ideas worldwide.  
Global leaders will receive the Jam’s initial results ahead of the NATO and G8 
summits in Chicago in May 2012. EU and NATO leadership will receive the full 
report, including the ten most acclaimed recommendations, in Brussels later that 
month. The report will also be sent to thousands of high-level policymakers 
around the world. Take advantage of this unique opportunity; join us March 19 – 
23 2012.  Register at www.securityjam.org 

Academic news and events 
Australia and the European Union: conflict, competition or engagement in agricultural and agri-food 
trade?  Australian Journal of International Affairs,  Philomena Murray and M Bruna Zolin, available online. 
read more
Who governs Europe?  Seminar  on 23 March with Dr Daniel Naurin, Director of the Centre for European 
Research, University of Gotherburg, and international research fellow at the Monash Europe Centre.  More 
information http://www.monash.edu.au/europecentre/ 
The next 50 years: Australia and Europe as business partners in the Asian Century, seminar with Nicola 
Watkinson, Consul General and Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner (West Europe), Austrade, 
Frankfurt, on 2 April.  Also participating: Egon Vetter, Australian Business in Europe (ABIE). more 
information: http://www.monash.edu.au/europecentre
The European Union Centre at RMIT offers two 3-year fulltime PhD stipends to highly motivated Australians 
or New Zealanders at the Games & Experimental Entertainment Laboratory in Melbourne and Stuttgart 
- Game Design for Future Cities & Games Design for Popular Entertainment. Applications close 31 March 
2012. More information
Call for Papers: Conference on "Rethinking the Grand Strategy of the European Union", at Loughborough 
University, 24-26 May 2012.  We invite abstracts from both advanced research postgraduate students and 
established researchers for our multidisciplinary conference on "Rethinking the Grand Strategy of the 
European Union", to be held at Loughborough University on 24-26 May 2012. More information 
http://www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  

more events

Upcoming cultural events 
 
Exhibition "Images of Spain" by Dr Josh Wodak, 15 March to 1 April 2012 at PhotoAccess Gallery, 
Canberra www.photoaccess.org.au and 17 May to 29 June at Cervantes Institute, Sydney 
www.sydney.cervantes.es 
The Embassy of Spain presents Spanish pianist Guillermo Gonzalez in concert on Thursday 29 March 2012 
at 7.00pm in the Foyer, National Library of Australia, Canberra.  Admission is free, but bookings are essential 
- 6202 8926
Picasso: masterpieces from the Musée National Picasso, Paris - on view until 25 March 2012 at the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales in Sydney.  read more
Renaissance 15th and 16th century Italian paintings from the Accademia Carrara, Bergamo - 9 December 
2011 to 9 April 2012 at the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. read more
19 March 2012: Seminar followed by book launch - seminar presented by Professor Ulrich Ammon “The 
language policy of the European Union:Laissez-faire solutions to seemingly insoluble conflicts?" Book 
launch: Dr Gabriele Schmidt’s book "Motives for Studying German in Australia" read more  
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Flickerfest Canberra 24-25 March, screening the best short films from Australia and around the world - read 
more
German Karnival for Kids in Canberra - 25 March 11.00am to 1.00pm in Haig Park, Canberra - read more
18 April to 6 May 2012: Audi Festival of German Films 2012  is a creative, cultural and transformative 
journey into the heart of German filmmaking. In 2012 an impressive array of over 30 new film productions 
will be screened in intimate festival surroundings across Australia. The Goethe-Institut proudly welcomes 
Canberra as a festival venue, alongside Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth. read more  
Open Your Eyes... Observations and Interpretations & Hidden Treasures — The soul and spirit of the 
Multicultural Community, Presented by the ACT Multicultural Arts Officer from 30 March–22 April at the 
Belconnen Arts Gallery. The annual exhibition features a vibrant selection of works by six local Canberran 
artists from different cultural backgrounds, including Dionisia Salas (Spain/Chile) and Marzena Wasikowska 
(Poland). Read more 
 EU and Australia Cultural Cooperation partners 2013.  Australian cultural organisations now have a new 
and exciting opportunity to promote cross-border cultural understanding with European organisations.  The 
deadline for applications is 3 May 2013. Australian cultural organisations are encouraged to take part in this 
exciting initiative.  read more

more cultural events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

Who do you call when you want to call Europe?  
EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011  
Key facts: update September 2011  
EU Insight: European External Action Service  
Study in Europe 2011  
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS)  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu or jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu  

 

The Delegation's new web address is http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/australia/  

While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly 
encouraged to check this email and any attachments to it for viruses, as the 
Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer virus transferred 

by way of this email. 

 Send to a Friend

Copyright 2012. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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