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Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn in Australia

European Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science, Máire 
Geoghegan-Quinn, visited Australia from 4-8 March. During her visit, 
Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn met with the Australian Minister for Science 
and Research, Senator Chris Evans (pictured), and with Professor Ian Chubb, 
Australia's Chief Scientist.  The Commissioner also visited the Australian 
Microscopy and Microanalysis Research Facility, the Sydney Institute for 
Marine Sciences and the CSIRO High Resolution Plant Phenomics Centre, and 
gave a key note address at the Universities Australia Higher Education 

Conference.   

The European Union supports the world's largest public programme for research, known as FP7.  Australia is 
one of the most successful international partners in FP7, participating in 114 different joint projects.  Horizon 
2020 is set to expand on FP7 - "We propose to nearly double our investment in the hugely successful European 
Research Council, which champions the best fundamental or blue-sky research" said Commissioner 
Geoghegan-Quinn "the ERC has awarded 17 grants to Australian researchers."   read more 

Australia and Europe in conversation

Every month this year, Ambassadors from EU Member States, together with 
former Australian Ambassadors to Europe and other officials, will gather at the 
ANU Centre for European Studies CES to talk about their country and the EU.  

The first to share their thoughts with us were H.E. Mrs Susanne Wagner Hoffman Shine, Ambassador of 
Denmark, H.E. Mr. Andrzej Jaroszynski, Ambassador of Poland, and H.E. Mr. David Daly, Ambassador of the 
EU, together with Professor Don Kenyon AM, Australia’s Ambassador to the EU from 1997-2000.  Mr Paul 
Barclay from Radio National acted as moderator and kept the discussion flowing.  The events are recorded and 
broadcast by Radio National’s “Big Ideas” program . The first programme was broadcast on 7 March, but if 
you missed it, you can  listen to the broadcast online.  

Future events will feature the Ambassadors of Germany and France on 28 March; the Ambassadors of Czech 
Republic, Romania and Slovenia on 30 April; and the Ambassadors of Belgium and Sweden on 27 June (dates 
to be confirmed).   read more 

EU and Australia Cultural Cooperation partners 2013

The European Commission's Directorate General for Education and Culture has selected 
Australia as a Cultural Cooperation partners for 2013.  Australian cultural organisations 
now have a new and exciting opportunity to promote cross-border cultural 
understanding with European organisations.  In brief: 
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The European Commission's Culture Programme was established to promote international mobility of 
those working in the cultural sector.  
For 2013, funds for cooperation projects can be used by Australian cultural organisations in 
collaboration with European partners.  
The European Union will co-finance up to half of the project costs to a maximum of € 200,000 per 
project.  
Projects must involve three cultural operators from at least three different participating European 
countries, together with at least one organisation in Australia.  
At least half of the project activities should take place in Australia.  
The deadline for applications is 3 May 2013.  

Australian cultural organisations are encouraged to take part in this exciting initiative.  read more 

Amendment of MRA

On 23 February 2012, an agreement between the EU and Australia was signed in 
Brussels amending the 1999 Agreement on Mutual Recognition in relation to 
Conformity Assessment, Certificates and Markings between the European 
Community and Australia.  The new text simplifies the original agreement's 
administrative arrangements and introduces greater flexibility into the Mutual 
Recognition Agreement (MRA).  A parallel amending agreement was also 
signed between the EU and New Zealand.  Both the EU and Australia are 

currently completing their respective procedures for entry into force of the agreement. 

The MRA facilitates trade by allowing conformity assessment (testing, inspection and certification) of 
products traded between Europe and Australia to be undertaken in the exporting country, rather than have to be 
carried out on arrival in the importing country. It applies to a wide range of sectors, ranging from medical 
devices to low voltage electrical equipment and telecommunications equipment. read more 

Mr Jeppe TRANHOLM-MIKKELSEN, (left) Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Denmark to the EU, Dr Brendan 
NELSON, Ambassador, Head of the Mission of Australia to the EU, at the signing of the agreement. 

International Women's Day : 8 March

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, issued a 
statement on 8 March: "Today we celebrate International Women’s Day. While 
we can be proud of the significant progress already made, this day reminds us 
that much work lies ahead to achieve true gender equality.  While women are 
still underrepresented politically, the European Union has been encouraged by 

the leading role they played in the Arab Spring. We hope that women will maintain a central role as these 
countries continue their political transition. The EU will continue to provide support to women's groups in the 
southern Mediterranean, as it does across the world, through projects such as the one which allowed Libyan 
women to observe the elections in Tunisia.  On this special day, the EU reaffirms its commitment to promoting 
gender equality and the advancement of women worldwide." 

This year the theme for International Women's Day is “Empower Rural Women – End Hunger and Poverty”.  
The EU is working with other organisations towards this end, for example the innovative EU-UNICEF project 
in Africa which has saved thousands of girls from female genital mutilation with resulting health benefits. 

Eurostat figures reveal that there are twice as many women as men in the Baltic countries of the EU, and the 
proportion of women at risk of poverty or social exclusion is higher than for men in all EU member states.  
Figures released on European Equal Pay Day [2 March] show that women in Europe still earn 16.4% less on 
average than men.  read more 

European Council 1-2 March 

On 2 March on the sidelines of the European Council, 25 EU Member States, 
(the UK and the Czech Republic declined) signed the Treaty for Stability, 
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Coordination and Governance (TSCG). This pact notably plans for the establishment of "golden budgetary 
rules" regarding the balance of public accounts and more automatic sanctions against countries which go 
beyond the 3% GDP limit in terms of their annual public deficits. This treaty also governs the running of the 
euro zone with the convening of at least twice yearly summits that bring together 17 EU leaders under the 
chairmanship of the President of the European Council, Herman van Rompuy (pictured). The countries that do 
not yet use the euro may attend these summits.  

The Council also confirmed the General Affairs Council's recommendation of 28 February that Candidate 
country status be granted to Serbia.  read more 

International concern over Iran's nuclear programme

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice President of the Commission, on 6 March 
issued a statement concerning the nuclear issue in Iran, which in part says: "On 
behalf of China, France, Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, 
the United States of America I have offered to resume talks with Iran on the 
nuclear issue.  Time and venue of these talks will now be agreed" 

HR/VP Ashton also wrote to the Iranian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr Ali-
Akbar Salehi, welcoming his suggestions to resume dialogue and address the 
international community's concerns about Iran's nuclear programme.  read more  

EU calls for an end to violence and repression in Syria

The European Union has responded decisively to the violent repression of anti-
government protests in Syria, which began in March 2011, calling for an end to 
the appalling and unacceptable violence, the withdrawal of the Syrian army from 
besieged towns and cities, the implementation of genuine democratic reforms 
and a credible, genuine and inclusive national dialogue. 

High Representative Catherine Ashton on 6 March discussed the situation with Kofi Annan, the UN-League of 
Arab States Special Envoy for Syria (pictured), wishing him success on his difficult mission.  HR/VP Ashton 
also expressed her concern that the UN Humanitarian  chief, Valerie Amos, had been restricted from visiting 
the city of Homs.  "We remain determined in our conviction that Assad must stand aside and there needs to be 
a process which can include all the people of Syria" said Ashton.   read more 

 Let's Jam
Take this opportunity to influence leaders with your ideas.  Security Jam 2012 
lets you take part in frank discussions and the free exchange of ideas worldwide.  
Global leaders will receive the Jam’s initial results ahead of the NATO and G8 
summits in Chicago in May 2012. EU and NATO leadership will receive the full 
report, including the ten most acclaimed recommendations, in Brussels later that 
month. The report will also be sent to thousands of high-level policymakers 
around the world. Take advantage of this unique opportunity; join us March 19 – 
23 2012.  Register at www.securityjam.org 

European economic news 

According to figures published by Eurostat on 29 February 2012, the euro zone's 
annual inflation rate of 2.6% in January 2012 was an improvment on the 
situation a year ago, when it was 2.3%.  

Figures published on 1 March 2012 by Eurostat show the unemployment rate in 
the euro zone, corrected according to seasonal variations, was 10.7% in January 
2012 compared with 10.6% in December 2011.  
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Brussels Economic Forum 

The Brussels Economic Forum organised by the European Commission's 
Economic and Financial Affairs will be held on 31 May 2012.  Speakers include 
Olli Rehn, European Commission Vice-President and Commissioner for 
Economic and Monetary Affairs and the Euro; Mario Monti, Prime Minister of 
Italy; Philippe Agion, Professor of Economics, Harvard University; Danuta 
Hubner, Member of the European Parliament; and Nemat Sharik, Deputy 

Managing Director, IMF.  The Brussels economic forum is a unique opportunity to get economic decision 
makers and opinion leaders from across Europe in one room.  

caption: Vice-President Olli Rehn with Italian Prime Minister Mario Monti  read more 

Academic news and events 
Emigration from Russia to Australia and the Composition of the ‘Russian-Speaking Community’ 
Professor Sergey V. Ryazantsev - Institute of Socio-Political Research, Russian Academy Sciences, 
Wednesday 14 March 2012 11am – 12.30pm. Venue: ANU Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge Street 
(Bldg 67C), Canberra. RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au by Tuesday 13 March 2012  
A European perspective on the Asia-Pacific - HE Mr Daniel Woker, Ambassador of Switzerland, on 16 
March at Lecture Room HB39, Monash University - please RSVP to europecentre@monash.edu 
Fellowships at the European University Institute in Florence : Applications now invited.  More information 
at http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/australia/more_info/study_in_europe/20120206_aeuifai.htm .  Applications 
close 15 March 2012
The European Union Centre at RMIT offers two 3-year fulltime PhD stipends to highly motivated Australians 
or New Zealanders at the Games & Experimental Entertainment Laboratory in Melbourne and Stuttgart 
- Game Design for Future Cities & Games Design for Popular Entertainment. Applications close 31 March 
2012. More information
Call for Papers: Conference on "Rethinking the Grand Strategy of the European Union", at Loughborough 
University, 24-26 May 2012.  We invite abstracts from both advanced research postgraduate students and 
established researchers for our multidisciplinary conference on "Rethinking the Grand Strategy of the 
European Union", to be held at Loughborough University on 24-26 May 2012. More information 
http://www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  

more events

Upcoming cultural events 
 
Exhibition "Images of Spain" by Dr Josh Wodak, 15 March to 1 April 2012 at PhotoAccess Gallery, 
Canberra www.photoaccess.org.au and 17 May to 29 June at Cervantes Institute, Sydney 
www.sydney.cervantes.es 
The Embassy of Spain presents Spanish pianist Guillermo Gonzalez in concert on Thursday 29 March 2012 
at 7.00pm in the Foyer, National Library of Australia, Canberra.  Admission is free, but bookings are essential 
- 6202 8926
Picasso: masterpieces from the Musée National Picasso, Paris - on view until 25 March 2012 at the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales in Sydney.  read more
Renaissance 15th and 16th century Italian paintings from the Accademia Carrara, Bergamo - 9 December 
2011 to 9 April 2012 at the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. read more
Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A German-Australian exhibition 
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra.  read more 

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   
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Who do you call when you want to call Europe?  
EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011  
Key facts: update September 2011  
EU Insight: European External Action Service  
Study in Europe 2011EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS)  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu or jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu  

 

The Delegation's new web address is http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/australia/  

While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly 
encouraged to check this email and any attachments to it for viruses, as the 
Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer virus transferred 

by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2012. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.

Page 5 of 5European Union Delegation newsletter 331

9/03/2012https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=661912&u=...


