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Celebrating 50 years of European Union - Australia relations
March 1962 marks the official beginning of EU-Australian relations. Fifty years
on, not many Australians are aware that the EU remains Australia's leading
investor, being the source of 33 per cent of total foreign investment in Australia,
exceeding the United States and well above Australia’s other major partners. The
EU is Australia's second-largest trading partner after China and Australia's largest
trading partner in services.

The EU and Australia have both evolved over the past 50 years and the
relationship has grown in many ways but most importantly, like any good
relationship, in mutual respect and understanding.  

This year is a celebration not just of the ongoing and evolving relationship but a
celebration of a new phase in our relations.  Australia and the EU share common
values and close historical, political, economic and cultural ties. Both face many
common challenges in foreign and security and trade and economic policy areas.

To mark this anniversary, the EU Delegation, will organise a series of events during 2012.  read more

Europe and Australia in Conversation
In March 1962 Sir Edwin McCarthy took up his position as the first Australian
Ambassador to the EU. Also in 1962, the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was
implemented!  Were the two related? Of course they were.  However today, 50
years on, the EU - Australia relationship is about much more than agriculture.    To
mark this anniversary, the EU Delegation, the EU Member State missions, together
with the Europe Centres and various Australian government departments, will run
a series of armchair discussions entitled "Australia and Europe - in conversation".

The discussions will take place on the last Wednesday of each month throughout
2012 with Ambassadors from the EU Member States represented in Australia.  Conversations with audience
participation will focus on how their countries have evolved over the past 50 years, what the EU entails, and
what membership of the EU has meant for their relations with Australia.

The first event is on 29 February at the ANU Centre for European Studies with the Ambassadors from Denmark,
Poland and the EU Delegation as well as the EU Director for South East Asia & the Pacific and a former
Australian Ambassador to the EU.  More information at http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/australia/more_info
/events/index_en.htm
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Applications invited for the European Union Visitors Program
The European Union Visitors Program (EUVP) enables young leaders, potential
leaders and multipliers from non-EU Member States to obtain first-hand
impressions of the Union's policies, institutions and achievements and to increase

the mutual understanding between professionals from non-EU countries and their EU counterparts.

Applications are invited to take part in this Program, which consists of an individual program of up to eight days
of discussions with officials of the EU institutions in Brussels, Strasbourg and/or Luxembourg.  Travel and per
diem costs are covered by the EUVP.  Applications close 28 February 2012. More information from our website

Windows on Europe Film Festival
We are proud to present the 2012 season of the European Union Windows on
Europe Film Festival. This festival showcases the best in European cinema with
its rich diversity and talent. The program includes gems from Finland, France,
Greece, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Hungary, Ireland, Spain, Slovakia,
Germany, Sweden and Slovenia. With a diverse range of drama, thrillers,

comedies, romance, fantasy and documentaries there is something for everyone!

The 2012 Windows on Europe Film Festival opens in Canberra on 10 February.  Two British-Australian
premiere movies have been procured by our partners, Dendy Dinemas - "Coriolanus" directed by and starring
Ralph Fiennes, and "The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel" starring Judi Dench, Bill Nighy and Maggie Smith. 

Festival seasons:
Canberra: Friday 10 February to Thursday 16 February,
Brisbane: Thursday 23 February to Sunday 26 February, and
Sydney: Friday 2 March to Thursday 8 March.

More information from www.dendy.com.au

2012 National Multicultural Festival - Europe Street
Are you hankering for a little piece of Europe in Canberra? Are you looking to
travel to Europe for leisure, work or as a study destination? Would you just like to
learn a little bit more about the European Union and it's Member States?  If you
answered yes to even one of these questions, come and take a stroll down Europe
Street on Saturday 11 February 2012. You will find us in Ainslie Place from 10am
through to 6.pm. Come and join us, together with 22 European countries and take
part in our now famous quiz to win an EU gift or fill in our survey to go in the

draw for a chance to win a fabulous EU hamper filled with goodies donated by the countries from the European
Union. Visit the individual country stalls and take a little bit of Europe home with you.

*Participating countries include Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia
Republic, Slovenia, Spain, and Sweden.

EU highlights trade-led growth as central to modern development agenda
A range of proposals to make trade and development instruments work
hand-in-hand to ensure real poverty reduction across the world was presented by
the European Commission on 27 January. The proposals aim to reinforce the trade
capacities of developing countries by making trade part of their development

strategy. And to be sure of hitting its target, the EU is currently looking into better ways of differentiating
between developing countries to ensure the world's poorest countries receive the biggest help. The role of trade
is underlined in the proposal as one of the key drivers to support development, stimulate growth and to lift
people out of poverty. Furthermore, the EU called for all developed economies to match its significant levels of
market access to developing countries.  While the EU already provides more trade-related development
assistance than the rest of the world put together, the Communication "Trade, growth and development" assesses
the main next steps.  read more
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Boosting the EU economy
Following the informal meeting of the European Council on 31 January, European
Commission President Barroso stressed the importance of growth and
employment, saying "We had a very detailed discussion on how to boost our
economy" and "yes, we need discipline, but we also need growth."

The meeting focussed on boosting youth employment and deepening the Single
Market.  "The reality is that many of our member states are making impressive

reforms, but of course some of those results take time to appear. I believe that if we keep this line we will gain
back the confidence, not only of the markets, but mainly, and this is the most important of all, the confidence
of our citizens." concluded President Barroso  read more

European Stability Mechanism Treaty
President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy welcomed the signature
by the euro area member states of the treaty establishing the European Stability
Mechanism (ESM), which will enter into force in July 2012, one year earlier than
initially planned.

This permanent crisis mechanism will contribute to raising confidence and
ensuring solidarity and financial stability in the euro area. It creates a permanent
firewall with a broad range of tools and a strong financial basis, to safeguard
financial stability.  The ESM will be an international financial institution, based in
Luxembourg and founded by euro area member states, with an initial maximum
lending volume of €500 billon, to be achieved by €700 billion of subscribed
capital (€80bn in paid-in shares and €620 billion in callable shares). [read more]

A new stability culture in Europe

Olli Rehn, Vice-President of the European Commission and member of the
Commission responsible for Economic and Monetary Affairs and the Euro, in a
speech on 2 February, spoke of the necessity of deeper integration and a
"Community approach to European policies".  Commissioner Rehn said " The
euro is here to stay and will, through the reform of economic governance, emerge
stronger from the current crisis. We have laid the foundations of an ever closer
economic union, to complement the already strong monetary union. We must now

implement it rigorously.  First and foremost, we are putting in place a stability culture as the core principle of
economic governance in the EU. This year will be the year when the future governance of the Euro will be
determined. And it will be the year when strong monetary union will finally be complemented by an ever closer
economic union."  read more

Concern over the Iranian nuclear programme

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security,
in a speech to the European Parliament, expressed the serious concern of the EU
and the international community over the Iranian nuclear programme.

"We are committed to maintaining the pressure on Iranian authorities to comply
with their international obligations. This forms a key part of our "twin track"
approach along with the E3+3 process which I lead.  We have had several
UNSC Resolutions, but in spite of them Iran continues to violate its obligations
by not fully co-operating with the IAEA and by accelerating the expansion of its
nuclear programme.  I and the EU remain fully committed to efforts aimed at
achieving a diplomatic solution to the Iranian nuclear issue based on the

twin-track approach.  The EU does not stand alone in this effort. UN sanctions continue be in force." said
HR/VP Ashton. read more  
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 Let's Jam
The Security Jam focuses the brain power of thousands of experts around the
world on key security issues. Over five days participants will login to a state-
of-the-art online collaboration platform to discuss topics as diverse as strategic
partnerships, crisis management, cyber-security and future capabilities. Leading
subject-matter experts will focus discussions on producing concrete solutions.

Now it’s your turn. Take this opportunity to influence leaders with your ideas.
Whether you are a soldier in Afghanistan, a researcher in London or a diplomat in
Sierra Leone, the quality of your ideas is all that matters. Security Jam 2012 lets

you take part in frank discussions and the free exchange of ideas with colleagues worldwide, and then you can
select the most innovative ideas.  Make a real impact. Global leaders will receive the Jam’s initial results ahead
of the NATO and G8 summits in Chicago in May 2012. EU and NATO leadership will receive the full report,
including the ten most acclaimed recommendations, in Brussels later that month. The report will also be sent to
thousands of high-level policymakers around the world. Take advantage of this unique opportunity; join us March
19th – 23rd 2012.  Register at www.securityjam.org

The Canberra Delegation's new website

Following the implementation of the European External Action Service, the websites of all EU Delegations
around the world are now hosted together.  The site continues to be updated daily with news concerning the
EU-Australia relationship, and a news service direct from the EEAS.  The Delegation's new web address is
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/australia/

Academic news and events

The EU Studies Association Asia Pacific presents its Conference Call for Papers "EU's Unknown Asia:
New Horizons and New Beginnings" in Singapore – 4th and 5th June 2012. Deadline: 24 February 2012.
Read more
The Monash University Law Faculty and the Monash University European and EU Centre present Emerging
Challenges in Privacy Law: Australasian and EU Perspectives, to be held at Monash University Law
Chambers, Melbourne on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 February 2012. Read more

Internationalisation of the European Armaments Industry – 14 February, 2012 - 11:00 - 12:30 – Dr
Przemyslaw Skulski – ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra. Read more
The Ocean Currents of EU Financial Regulatory Reform: Irish Periscope, International Waters, Public
lecture 6 March, 2012 - 11:00, ANU Centre for European Studies. The EU integrated single market vision may
be traced to the mid-1960’s. Of more recent time its rationale has centred upon economic growth. read more

Fellowships at the European University Institute in Florence : Applications now invited.  More information
at http://www.eui.eu .  Applications close 15 March 2012

2012 Global Emerging Voices brings together EU and Asia-Pacific professionals together.  GEV offers fully
funded fellowships to Europe.  Applications close 1 March 2012 http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/alumni/gev 

Upcoming cultural events
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Picasso: masterpieces from the Musée National Picasso, Paris - on view until 25 March 2012 at the Art
Gallery of New South Wales in Sydney.  read more

Renaissance 15th and 16th century Italian paintings from the Accademia Carrara, Bergamo - 9 December
2011 to 9 April 2012 at the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. read more

Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A German-Australian exhibition
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra.  read more

Bruno Taut: Master Architect in Colourful Berlin & Living in a World Heritage: Berlin Housing Estates
1913-1934. From 25/11/2011 to 04/03/12 at Goethe-Institute Australian, Melbourne, Free admission. read
more

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would like

to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to

delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and
the number you would like to receive. 

EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011
Key facts: update September 2011
EU Insight: European External Action Service
Study in Europe 2011

EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS)

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2
6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu or jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu
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