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Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd in Europe 
 
Australian Foreign Minister Rudd departed Australia for Europe where he will visit key European capitals as 
well as attend the African Union meeting in Ethiopia. 

The centrepiece of the European visit will be the Australia-UK Ministerial consultations, AUKMIN with the UK 
being a key security partner for Australia. AUKMIN is the premier forum for Australian and UK Foreign and 
Defence Ministers to advance strategic, foreign policy, security and defence matters of common interest.   

While in Europe, Mr Rudd will visit France, Germany and the EU in Brussels to discuss the European economic 
crisis and its implications for Australia.   

In France at the invitation of Foreign Minister Alain Juppé, Mr Rudd will also discuss longstanding intersecting interests in the Pacific.  
France and Australia have a rapidly expanding dialogue on major global issues - most recently, on developments in the Middle East and, 
through cooperation in the G20, on the world economy. On 20 January, the ministers signed an agreement to elevate the bilateral relationship 
to that of a strategic partnership. FM Rudd said "this is a good thing. It reflects the maturity, the depth and breadth of this relationship".   

In Germany, Mr Rudd and Foreign Minister Guido Westerwelle will launch a program of activities to commemorate the 60th anniversary of 
Australian-German diplomatic relations.   

In Brussels, he will also address the North Atlantic Council, NATO's principal decision-making body, on security challenges posed by Asia's 
rise and Australia's ambitions for its partnership with NATO, foremost in Afghanistan.   

Mr Rudd will attend the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland which will focus closely on prospects for the global economy in the 
light of the economic crisis facing Europe as well as the continued strong growth in Asia.  Mr Rudd will participate in discussion on the 
Eurozone crisis as well as shaping Mexico's agenda as chair for the G20 in 2012.  
 
Barroso calls for greater convergence, solidarity and growth 

 
In a frank and hard-hitting speech to the European Parliament on 18 January, European Commission President 
Jose Manuel Barroso called on member states to complete the five point economic package agreed to last 
October but warned that Europe's response could not only be about discipline and sanctions. "Yes, discipline is 
needed but we also need convergence. Yes, stability is indispensable but we also need growth. Europe needs 
greater convergence, solidarity and growth…we must we must be serious about adding decisive action on 
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growth to the decisive action already underway on financial and fiscal consolidation", he said.  

Barroso highlighted the need for more flexible and competitive markets, less red tape and better access to finance.  

The Commission has put forward proposals to facilitate finance to SMEs and has made concrete proposals to tackle youth unemployment, 
one of the greatest challenges facing Europe. Social justice (burden sharing) and deepening the EU's single market were also key elements in 
taking Europe forward.   

"The Europe 2020 strategy is not a strategy that can wait until 2020 – it needs action now and central to the strategy is sustainable growth" 
stressed Barroso.   

The Commission is looking to the Danish Presidency to promote its green growth plan, conclude negotiations on the energy efficiency 
directive and to move forward with the low-carbon energy roadmap for 2050 that the Commission presented in December.  

Barroso said he was convinced that the Danish Presidency will play a constructive role in acting as a bridge between the countries that are 
inside and those outside the Euro area. The Commission looks to the Danish Presidency to uphold not only the principles of unity between all 
Member states, but also the legitimate role of the European Union Community Institutions in the negotiations on this agreement. 
Read his speech 

 
 
 
Eurogroup's reactions to downgradings  

 
Jean-Claude Juncker, President of the Eurogroup said it will examine the consequences of the decision 
announced by Standard and Poor's to downgrade the credit rating of the European Financial Stability Facility 
(EFSF) from AAA to AA+.  He noted that the EFSF continued to be assigned the best possible credit rating by 
Moody’s (AAA) and Fitch (AAA), underlining its solidity. Neither rating agency has indicated any rating action 
for EFSF in the immediate future. 

In his statement on 16 January, Juncker noted that S&P's decision will not reduce EFSF’s lending capacity of 
€440 billion. EFSF has sufficient means to fulfill its commitments under current and potential future adjustment 

programmes and will continue to be backed by unconditional and irrevocable guarantees by euro area Member States.  

Heads of State or Government decided on 9 December 2011 to advance the introduction of the permanent stability mechanism ESM to July 
2012. The ESM will have its own capital base and thus be less affected by ratings of euro area Member States. The adequacy of the overall 
lending ceiling of the EFSF/ESM of EUR 500 billion will be reassessed by March 2012. 

About the Eurogroup 
Eurogroup meetings are attended by the Eurogroup President, the Finance Minister of each Member State of the euro area, the Commissioner 
for economic and monetary affairs, and the President of the European Central Bank. The Chairman of the Economic and Financial 
Committee's Eurogroup Working Group also attends, to present the preparatory work done in that Group. 
Read more 
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EU Council President Van Rompuy in Rome  
 
On 16 January, President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, met Mario Monti, the President of the 
Italian Council of Ministers where they discussed main issues on the European agenda.  

President van Rompuy stressed that there was a very large convergence of views on where Europe should focus 
to overcome this financial crisis and return to a path of growth. "We are both convinced that financial stability is 
key, not only for the Eurozone, but for the EU as a whole. This essential goal will not be reached overnight, nor 

with a quick fix. We have had 13 Summits in the past 2 years, and we have adopted major reforms in our policy framework to deal with the 
challenges. To overcome this crisis, sustained committed effort will be required into the future", remarked van Rompuy.  

"Market players or rating agencies sometimes consider our response as incomplete or insufficient. Yet real progress has been made in 
reshaping the euro area, in order to build on its fundamentals".

Van Rompuy welcomed the rapid realisation of the Monti financial plan adopted by the Italian parliament late last year.  Monti also unveiled 
a new package of measures to promote growth, starting with a liberalisation of the economy, to be adopted in the coming days before 
presenting it to the Parliament.  

Van Rompuy stressed that Europe has to set its economy back on a path of sustainable growth and re-focus on growth and job creation. 
Read more

 
 
 
EU doubles its humanitarian assistance in Sahel, Commissioner Georgieva calls for "smart aid" 

 
The EU is doubling its humanitarian aid to the African Sahel region to 95 million EUR in response to the food 
crisis. The announcement was made by Kristalina Georgieva, the European Union's crisis response 
commissioner, during her ongoing visit to Niger and Chad. 

The funding surge comes on top of the €10m that the Commission allocated to the looming drought crisis in the 
region last November. The total €105m in humanitarian funding will lift more than 2 million people out of the danger zone during the most 
critical period. This includes nearly 300,000 children under the age of two and pregnant and breastfeeding women. At least 35% of the 
assistance will be distributed in Niger.  

"This crisis will bite from next month onward and we are now in a race against time", Commissioner Georgieva warned. She praised the 
government of Niger for their early recognition of the scale of this crisis and expressed hope that its consequences can be mitigated with early 
response, as it happened in 2010, when another drought-induced disaster was avoided in the region.  

"This is another reason I am here today – to ensure that what we deliver is smart aid. We aim to target the people at the gravest risk using 
the fastest and most cost-effective actions and treatments", Commissioner Georgieva explained. 

"I am determined to ensure that the European Commission will mobilise€ 250m to cover food assistance and longer term food security in the 
Sahel. We are already doing a lot, but this crisis needs an even greater response. I appeal to everyone, the international community and the 
governments in the region, to do all they can to assist", she added.  
See the Commissioner Georgieva's website 
See the European Commission's humanitarian aid and civil protection section  

 
 
 
Commission launches dialogue with Kosovo on visa free travel

 
European Commissioner for Home Affairs Cecilia Malmström has launched a visa liberalisation dialogue with 
Kosovo in Pristina. The aim of this dialogue is to eventually lift the visa obligation for citizens of Kosovo. This 
will only be possible, however, once the Government of Kosovo has implemented substantial reforms in key 
areas such as the security of travel documents; border, migration and asylum management; public order and 
security issues (notably the fight against organised crime and corruption) and fundamental rights issues related to 
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the freedom of movement. 

"Our commitment to visa liberalisation for the citizens of Kosovo is real, and I am very pleased that we can now start making concrete 
progress towards this goal. I know how important visa free travel is to the citizens of Kosovo and I'm happy that we've now set the ball 
rolling. Whether and how soon citizens obtain the privilege of visa-free travel will nevertheless depend entirely on the Government of 
Kosovo's continuing efforts to implement reforms in the rule of law area and on concrete progress made on the ground," said Cecilia 
Malmström. 
Read more  

 
Burma-Myanmar: High Representative Catherine Ashton welcomes release of political prisoners

 
"I warmly welcome the substantial new release of political prisoners in Burma-Myanmar. I am still evaluating 
the releases but note that some respected and well-known names are on the list. This is a courageous step and a 
further confirmation that the reform course chosen by the Government of Burma-Myanmar continues. This 
together with the important cease-fire agreements reached recently in the SHAN states and elsewhere takes us a 
further step towards a new relationship with Burma-Myanmar", said HRVP Ashton. 

HRVP Ashton also welcomed the elections held in Taiwan on 14 January and reiterated the EU's support for 
democratic values. "The EU welcomes the improvements in cross-strait relations over the past four years, and I hope that this trend will 
continue, to the benefit of the people on both sides of the strait", she said. 

 
 
 
EU-India Ministerial Meeting, Bangalore 

 
Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-
President of the European Commission, travelled to India on 16-17 January for a bilateral visit.  

The European Union is committed to strengthening the strategic partnership with India. Her visit came at a time 
when both India and the EU were facing important challenges. HRVP Ashton hoped the visit would strengthen 
political and economic ties and create opportunities for synergies in addressing regional and global challenges, 
including for example in the field of security. 

At her joint media conference with Minister Krishna,  HRVP Ashton said "I think the Free Trade Agreement 
with India is of enormous importance to the European Union, but also to India. Between us we have 1.7 billion 

people and a huge range of industry, commerce, technology companies who will benefit greatly from our collaboration".  

"It is important for the EU as we move to develop our growth strategies which will take us out of these times of economic turbulence. It is 
also important for India. A projected growth of 7.5% is extremely good, but I know that the minister and the government are ambitious for 
even greater growth and the collaboration between us through trade and investment is one way of ensuring that the growth is even higher in 
the future. 

We have also discussed the issues of security, from cyber-security through to our work to tackle piracy off the coast of Somalia and briefly 
looked at the EU Emissions Trading System. We are very clear that this is an important part of what we are trying to do to tackle climate 
change, one of the greatest issues that we face. We are confident that the Indian fleet of aircraft will find itself able to deal with this 
successfully. We also touched upon various foreign policy issues, among them Iran" 
Read more
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Euro notes and coins – 10 years on 
 
Brussels, 22 December 2011 - 1 January 2002 marked the introduction of euro notes and coins in the European 
Union, ushering in an unprecedented alignment of monetary policies and closer cooperation between countries of 
the euro area. Whilst the euro and Economic and Monetary Union provided a sound basis for economic progress, 
the banking crisis of 2008 and its consequences have tested the system to the full. The success of the euro has 
proven to be dependent on sound and sustainable public finances and robust macroeconomic policies. The basis 
for recovery already exists with the recently strengthened EU rules on economic governance and surveillance. It 
is being further reinforced through a 'Fiscal Compact' agreed by EU leaders in the pursuit of budgetary discipline 
and reinforced economic policy coordination and governance throughout the eurozone. 

In the pre-crisis period, the euro area as a whole benefitted from macroeconomic stability with stable inflation, low interest rates, an 
exceptionally long period of economic growth and a stronger internal market. The 332 million people who use the euro no longer have to pay 
extra costs to exchange currencies and there is more transparency in cross-border transactions, enabling consumers to compare prices 
between one eurozone country and another.  
European Commission Vice-President for Economic and Monetary Affairs and the Euro, Olli Rehn, said, "against the backdrop of today's 
economic fragility, this is an opportune moment to recall the fundamental principles on which the euro was built and bring about a return to 
a Europe of strength and opportunity. We have the bricks and mortar; we have the manpower. We now look forward to political will, strong 
determination and swift action to restore economic growth, and create more jobs and restore confidence in investors and the public."  
Read more  
DG ECFIN website
 
 
 
2012 European Year for Active ageing and Solidarity between Generations

 
"Ageing societies are, and can remain, prosperous societies" said Lázló Andor, EU Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion. 

"Europe 2020 aims to achieve an employment rate of 75% among people aged 20 to 64 and to lift at least 20 
million people out of poverty and social exclusion by 2020.  Those targets cannot be met — and strong solidarity 
between generations cannot be maintained — without active ageing.  Without active ageing, more older people 
are likely to be living in poverty, as our pension systems grow increasingly unsustainable.  Active ageing seeks to 
promote better opportunities for older people on the labour market and allow them to achieve an adequate 

income in old age.  Adequate, sustainable pensions depend on good jobs and a sound balance between time spent in employment and in 
retirement.  That will be a key message in our forthcoming White Paper on pensions." M. Andor said.  

Finally, Lázló Andor declared that the "European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations in 2012 will seek to raise 
awareness of older people’s contribution to society. It will offer a platform for identifying and disseminating good practice. What I hope to 
achieve during this European Year is ensure that all players commit themselves to specific actions and goals during 2012, so that we see 
older people’s opportunities improve tangibly and they can start making a greater contribution to society during the Year itself." 
 
 
 
 
Academic news and events  
 
 The EU Studies Association Asia Pacific presents its Conference Call for Papers "EU's Unknown Asia: New Horizons and New 
Beginnings" in Singapore – 4th and 5th June 2012. Deadline: 24 February 2012. Read more
 
Call for Visiting Fellowship and Scholarship applications - April 2012 to April 2013 - Closing date: 1 February 2012. The ANU 
Centre for European Studies Centre (ANUCES) is a joint initiative of the Australian National University (ANU) and the European Union. It 
underscores the university-wide commitment to European studies. The broad theme for 2012-13 is ‘The European Union, Australia and the 
Asia-Pacific Region’. Read more
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The Monash University Law Faculty and the Monash University European and EU Centre present Emerging Challenges in Privacy Law: 
Australasian and EU Perspectives, to be held at Monash University Law Chambers, Melbourne on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 February 
2012. Read more
 
Diasporic Greeks in Australia: Their Socio-economic Connections with Greece –  2 February, 2012 - 11:00 - 12:30 – Dr Elizabeth 
Mavroudi - ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra. Read more
 
Internationalisation of te European Armaments Industry – 14 February, 2012 - 11:00 - 12:30 – Dr Przemyslaw Skulski – ANU Centre 
for European Studies, Canberra. Read more
 

 
Upcoming cultural events  
 
 
Picasso: masterpieces from the Musée National Picasso, Paris - on view until 25 March 2012 at the Art Gallery of New South Wales 
in Sydney. See more
 
Renaissance 15th and 16th century Italian paintings from the Accademia Carrara, Bergamo - 9 December 2011 to 9 April 2012 at the 
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. See more
 
Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A German-Australian exhibition project, 26 November 2011 - 15 
March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra. See more
 
Bruno Taut: Master Architect in Colourful Berlin & Living in a World Heritage: Berlin Housing Estates 1913-1934. From 
25/11/2011 to 04/03/12 at Goethe-Institute Australian, Melbourne, Free admission. See more 
 
 
  
For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  
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European Union Delegation: publications available online  
 
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would like to receive hard copies of any of 
these publications, please send an email to delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the 
publication(s) and the number you would like to receive.   

• EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011 

• Key facts: update September 2011 

• EU Insight: European External Action Service 

• Study in Europe 2011 

• EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS)  

• EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  

European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
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