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Denmark assumes EU presidency  

 
Denmark assumed the rotating presidency of the EU on 1 January 2012. It has 
identified our priorities for its six-month term:  

• A more responsible Europe 
• A more dynamic Europe 
• A greener and a safer Europe  

 

At the European Council on 9 December, a number of important decisions were taken to enhance fiscal 
discipline with a view to ensuring economic stability. These decisions will need to be implemented during the 
Danish Presidency. The objective of enhancing fiscal discipline is well in line with the Danish Presidency’s 
priority of a responsible Europe. The Danish Presidency will now focus on implementing the new and stronger 
ground rules for the benefit of public finances, growth and job creation in Europe. It will also enhance 
supervision and regulation of the financial sector for the purpose of preventing financial crises in the future. 

The Presidency will also contribute to ensuring an up-to-date and responsible Multiannual Financial 
Framework for the period 2014-2020.  Denmark will strive to bring the negotiations as far forward as possible 
so as to pave the way for President of the European Council Herman Van Rompuy to conclude an agreement 
from the second half of 2012. 

In order to get out of the crisis, it is also crucial to create revitalised growth and employment in Europe. The 
Single Market is one of the greatest EU successes. The Presidency will strive to create a more dynamic European 
economy by further developing the unexploited potential of the Single Market through efforts regarding the 12 
key priorities of the Single Market Act. 

The Presidency will, furthermore, set a proactive agenda for promoting green and sustainable growth. The aim 
and objective is to create growth without increased resource and energy consumption. 

Finally, the Presidency will make Europe safer.  Denmark will work to ensure a more effective fight against 
international crime and terrorism as well as a well-functioning Common European Asylum System and stronger 
Schengen cooperation, thereby achieving more secure control at the EU’s external borders.  
Read more 
What is an EU presidency?  
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Rebuilding homes for Haitians - Two years on, Europe continues to deliver on its 
promises to Haiti 

 
On the eve of the second anniversary of the earthquake that struck Haiti, the 
European Commission launched on 10 January 2012 in Port-au-Prince a new 
housing programme to repair and rebuild safe homes to the benefit of more than    
60 000 displaced people. This new €23 million programme will be implemented 
together with local communities, the municipalities and the Haitian Ministry for 
Public Works. It is a part the part of the European Commission's action to support 
the country to recover from the disaster which claimed the lives of more than 

220,000 people and affected 3 million others. The two years that followed the earthquake were no less 
challenging – Haiti was affected by Hurricane Tomas and is suffering from the worst cholera epidemics of the 
past century. The years ahead will not be easy either, but the long-term goals of stability and development are 
still fully valid to address Haiti's situation. Read more

 
 
  
Catherine Ashton welcomes Malaysia's opposition leader acquittal  

 
Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy and Vice President of the Commission has welcomed the fact that 
Anwar Ibrahim has been acquitted. "This verdict shows the integrity of Malaysia’s 
judicial system which is an essential pillar in a democratic system". The High 
Representative hopes that the matter will now be put to rest. She also called on 
Malaysia to revoke its laws criminalizing homosexual relations. 

 
 
  
High Representative, Catherine Ashton expresses concern on the increasing use 
of the death penalty in Iran 

 
“I am deeply concerned at the number of executions in Iran in 2011. This goes 
against the worldwide trend towards the abolition of the death penalty. The number 
of executions in Iran last year is reportedly the highest in recent history, making 
Iran the world’s leading user of the death penalty per inhabitant", said Catherine 
Ashton. 

"Thousands of individuals remain at risk of execution, including Ms Sakineh 
Mohammadi-Ashtiani and Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani. The EU reiterates its call on 
Iran not to execute them."  

"Hundreds of individuals were executed in 2011 after grossly unfair trials, without 
the right of appeal and for offences which according to international standards 
should not result in capital punishment. The EU recalls that in countries still 
retaining the death penalty, this sentence may be used only for the most serious 
crimes." 

"The EU holds a strong and principled position against the death penalty. It therefore calls on Iran, as it does 
on all states which insist on maintaining the death penalty, to halt pending executions and to introduce a 
moratorium." 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/piebalgs/headlines/news/2012/01/20120110_en.htm


 
  
EU-Iraq partnership and cooperation agreement 

 
The EU has authorised the signing of a partnership and cooperation agreement with 
Iraq. This agreement will mark the first ever contractual relation between the EU 
and Iraq and provides a legal framework covering issues from regular political 
dialogue to trade relations and regulatory cooperation, and development assistance. 
The Agreement underlines the EU's determination to play a significant role in Iraq's 
transition and will be the main vehicle for the EU's support to Iraq and further 
enhancement of EU-Iraq relations. Pending the completion of procedures for its 
entry into force, certain provisions of the agreement will be applied provisionally. 
 
 

 
  
Concern over human rights activists in China 

 
High Representative Catherine Ashton regrets the decisions taken in late December 
2011 to sentence the Chinese human rights activists Chen Wei and Chen Xi to 9 and 
10 years in prison respectively. This follows the recent sentencing of human rights 
lawyer Gao Zhisheng to 3 years imprisonment. She remains particularly concern 
about the case of human rights defender Ni Yulan, in view of Mrs Ni's poor health. 
The European Union is preoccupied with the deterioration of the situation for 

human rights activists in China and will continue to follow these cases attentively. 
 
 
“Europe must begin its third industrial revolution”

 
In an interview with La Tribune, Vice-President of the European Commission 
Antonio Tajani says he believes that "Europeans have to establish a real growth 
strategy for the Union" based on the 23 million SMEs in Europe. According to him, 
"Europe must begin its third industrial revolution to continue to manufacture 
quality products" and deal with the rise of Chinese, Indian and Brazilian companies. 
Mr Tajani believes that the European Small Businesses Act and the Horizon 2020 
proposition constitute effective means to support innovation and the fight against 
the brain drain from Europe. Read the interview (French) 
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EU issues long-term bond with 30-year maturity, funding loans of € 3 billion for 
Ireland and Portugal 

 
 
On the back of strong and wide spread investor demand, the European Union (EU) 
placed  on January 9 2012 a € 3 billion bond with 30 years maturity; a statement of 
market confidence to the EU. The operation was carried out by the European 
Commission on behalf of the EU under the European Financial Stabilisation 
Mechanism (EFSM). From the proceeds Ireland and Portugal will receive back-to-
back € 1.5 billion each as part of their financial assistance packages. 

The new benchmark bond is the first EU issuance with a maturity as long as 30 
years, a maturity that is a rarity both in euro and for supranational issuers. This long dated funding will further 
extend the average maturity of the EU loans to Ireland and Portugal and thereby improve debt sustainability and 
the long term outlook of both countries. Read More

 
 
  
Vice President Olli Rehn welcomes Spanish budgetary package but wary on 
fiscal slippage

 
Vice President of the European Commission in charge of Economic and Monetary 
Affairs and the Euro, Olli Rehn, has welcomed the significant package of budgetary 
policy measures approved by the Spanish government in late December which is to 
be adopted by parliament in January. Amounting to Euro 15 billion or 1.5% of GDP 
this consolidation package is sizable and a very important step to shore up public 
finances and reassure financial markets through measures concerning inter alia 

taxes and the reform of public administration.   

The Vice-President declared "I regret the sizable fiscal slippage relative to the 2011 budgetary target. It is all 
the more important now that Spain remains fully committed to the fiscal consolidation path and stays 
determined to correct its excessive deficit by 2013 as scheduled". Read more

 
 
  
Guimarães and Maribor: European Capitals of Culture in 2012 

 
Guimarães (Portugal) and Maribor (Slovenia) took over the title of European 
Capitals of Culture 2012 on 1 January. Both cities have a busy calendar of events 
planned for the year, with the aim of showcasing themselves to the world and 
building a lasting legacy for their citizens. The official programme of events begins 
on 13 January in Maribor and 21 January in Guimarães. 

Androulla Vassiliou, the European Commissioner for Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth, said: "Both cities have prepared a rich cultural programme for the year, which will 
appeal as much to local people as to visitors. Even in a tough economic climate, the European Capital of Culture 
title is a superb opportunity to boost a city's long-term development through culture, to increase tourism and 
jobs, and to create a lot of positive and creative energy. This EU initiative has been a great success since its 
creation 25 years ago and I'm sure Guimarães and Maribor will continue that tradition. I wish both 2012 Capitals 
of Culture a wonderful year!" 

The official launch of Maribor 2012 takes place over the weekend of 13-15 January, with music, theatre and 
dance performances. Numerous and varied cultural events, combining traditional and innovative approaches, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/12/4
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/11/949


from carnival to contemporary dance, are planned throughout the year. Young audiences will be a particular 
focus of the events.  

Guimarães will open its festivities on Saturday 21 January with a theatre and multimedia open-air show. Its 
programme for the year focuses on four themes: City, Community, Thought and Arts. Read More

 
 
  
Academic news and events  
 
Summer School for secondary school teachers working in Australia and New Zealand – January 16th-18th, 2012 
Australian National University, Canberra – Contemporary Issues in Europe: History, Politics and 
Economics. The European Studies Summer School is jointly-hosted by The ANU Centre for European Studies 
and the Monash European and EU Centre, with assistance from the European Commission. See more  
 

The EU Studies Association Asia Pacific presents its Conference Call for Papers "EU's Unknown Asia: New 
Horizons and New Beginnings" in Singapore – 4th and 5th June 2012. Deadline: 24 February 2012. Read more
 
Call for Visiting Fellowship and Scholarship applications - April 2012 to April 2013 - Closing date: 1 
February 2012. The ANU Centre for European Studies Centre (ANUCES) is a joint initiative of the Australian 
National University (ANU) and the European Union. It underscores the university-wide commitment to 
European studies. The broad theme for 2012-13 is ‘The European Union, Australia and the Asia-Pacific 
Region’. Read more
 
The Monash University Law Faculty and the Monash University European and EU Centre present Emerging 
Challenges in Privacy Law: Australasian and EU Perspectives, to be held at Monash University Law 
Chambers, Melbourne on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 February 2012. Read more
 
Diasporic Greeks in Australia: Their Socio-economic Connections with Greece –  2 February, 2012 - 11:00 -
12:30 – Dr Elizabeth Mavroudi - ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra. Read more

Internationalisation of te European Armaments Industry – 14 February, 2012 - 11:00 - 12:30 – Dr 
Przemyslaw Skulski – ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra. Read more

 
 
  
Upcoming cultural events  
 
 
Picasso: masterpieces from the Musée National Picasso, Paris - on view until 25 March 2012 at the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales in Sydney. See more
 
Renaissance 15th and 16th century Italian paintings from the Accademia Carrara, Bergamo - 9 December 2011 
to 9 April 2012 at the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. See more

Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A German-Australian exhibition 
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra. See more

Bruno Taut: Master Architect in Colourful Berlin & Living in a World Heritage: Berlin Housing Estates 
1913-1934. From 25/11/2011 to 04/03/12 at Goethe-Institute Australian, Melbourne, Free admission. See more 
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For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 
6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  
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European Union Delegation: publications available online  

 
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would like to 
receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to delegation-
australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and the number 
you would like to receive.   

• EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011 

• Key facts: update September 2011 

• EU Insight: European External Action Service 

• Study in Europe 2011 

• EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS)  

• EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  

European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
  
Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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