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Australia and the EU strengthen collaboration on carbon markets 

 
On 5 December, European Commissioner for Climate Action, Ms Connie 
Hedegaard, and the Australian Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency, 
Greg Combet, released the Terms of Reference for the Australia-Europe Senior 
Officials Talks on Climate Change, to commence in 2012. 

This follows European Commission President José Manuel Barroso and Australian 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard’s announcement in September 2011 that Australia and 

the European Union (EU) would establish regular Senior Officials Talks on climate change.   

The Talks will focus on how Australia and the EU can work together to promote deep, liquid and integrated 
carbon markets.  It will also examine the mechanics of linking Australia’s Carbon Pricing Mechanism with the 
EU’s Emissions Trading Scheme  

Ms Hedegaard highlighted that the EU was the largest existing carbon market. “We look forward to working 
with Australia on international action to develop carbon markets and exploring the opportunities of linking 
Emissions Trading Schemes,” she said. 

Mr Combet said Australia and Europe recognised that a strong international carbon market was the most cost-
effective way of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and creating clean energy jobs for the future. 

“The EU has been a pioneer in global efforts to reduce carbon pollution, putting in place an Emissions Trading 
Scheme in 2005,” Mr Combet said. 

“Now that Australia's carbon price is the law, the Australian Government will focus on linking our scheme to 
international carbon markets and other emissions trading schemes."

“Expanding international carbon markets is good for the environment and good for economic growth.  It allows 
global emissions to be reduced in the most cost effective and efficient way." 
Read the Terms of Reference
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New action for growth, governance and stability 
 
The European Commission is accelerating its efforts for economic renewal, with 
moves to address three interwoven challenges facing the EU and the euro area in 
particular: a divergent but generally lacklustre growth and employment 
performance; insufficiently coordinated and disciplined budgetary policies; and 
unstable sovereign debt markets suffering from a lack of liquidity. The package 
contains four elements: the 2012 Annual Growth Survey setting out the economic 
priorities for the coming year; two Regulations to tighten economic and budgetary 
surveillance in the euro area; and a Green Paper on Stability Bonds.  

Commenting on the adoption of the package, President Barroso said: "To return to growth, Member States need 
to raise their game when it comes to implementing their commitments to structural reforms, as well as embrace 
deeper integration for the euro area." He continued: "The goals driving this package – economic growth, 
financial stability, budgetary discipline – are linked to each other. We need all of them if we are to move beyond 
the current emergency towards a Europe in which solidarity is balanced by strengthened responsibility." 

The two proposed Regulations on strengthened surveillance for the euro area build on what has already been 
agreed in the ‘Six Pack’ set of legislative measures which will enter into force in mid-December. Given the 
deeper interdependence of the euro area countries, so clearly demonstrated by the ongoing crisis, the 
Commission is proposing to enhance both the coordination and the surveillance of budgetary processes for all 
euro area Member States and especially those with excessive deficits, experiencing or at serious risk of financial 
instability, or under a financial assistance programme. 

Finally, with the Green Paper on Stability Bonds, the Commission is taking forward in a structured way the 
important debate on the joint issuance of debt in the euro area. By putting forward three options for such 
Stability Bonds and providing a detailed analysis of their financial and legal implications, the Commission is 
framing this debate, as well as setting out a clear timeline for the next steps.  
Read President Barroso's speech  
Read Ollli Rehn's speech 

 
 
  
Olli Rehn welcomes the Italian Government's adoption of extraordinary fiscal 
and economic measures 

 
Vice President of the European Commission in charge of Economic and Monetary 
Affairs and the Euro, Olli Rehn, has welcomed the adoption of the significant 
package of budgetary and economic policy measures by the Italian government 
announced on 4 December. "This package is a very important step to shore up the 
public finances and support economic growth, while preserving social equity and 
fairness, through measures concerning taxes, pensions, reform of public 

administration, liberalisations and incentives to firms", said V-P Rehn.  

The Commission will now carry out a detailed assessment of the new package once it has received all the details. 
But overall this set of measures is timely and ambitious, as it gives a much needed signal of a new approach to 
economic policy-making. The package, which entails an additional net consolidation effort of around €20 bn, or 
1.3% of GDP, should help Italy to achieve the target of a balanced budget in 2013. This is essential to reinforce 
the credibility on the Italian economy but also to regain control on the very high debt and alleviate the burden on 
future generations of Italians. 

"In the area of pensions, some long-awaited measures are being introduced with the aim to more quickly reduce 
the pension bill while strengthening the fairness of the system and increasing labour force participation. In the 
area of taxation, revenue-raising measures will be partly offset by fiscal incentives to support businesses and 
employment, in a move that implies a reorientation of the tax burden away from labour and capital onto 
consumption and property. The intensification of the fight against tax evasion is also welcome."   
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"The low growth potential of the Italian economy cannot be corrected overnight, but the measures announced 
today will help removing some bottlenecks to growth. More is needed along the lines that I indicated at the last 
Eurogroup meeting of 29 November. The Government has announced further structural measures coming soon, 
including in the labour market area, in consultation with the social partners." Olli Rehn declared. 
 
 
  
EU-US summit 

 
The EU-US Summit took place in Washington on 28 November with European 
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, Council President Herman Van 
Rompuy and HRVP Catherine Ashton representing the EU.  

President Barroso reassured President Obama that despite going through rough 
times, Europe was taking strong measures and remained determined to move forward. Problems in Europe are 
part of a wider picture: the world economy has not yet been able to absorb and overcome all these effects of the 
2008 financial crisis. "We face – in the EU and in the US – the common challenge of bringing debt under control 
while re-launching growth and creating new jobs. It is not an easy task in either side of the Atlantic", said 
Barroso.  

Barroso pointed out that in Europe, new more robust rules to ensure sound budgetary policies and tackle 
imbalances will enter into force in just a few weeks time. New proposals to further strengthen budgetary 
surveillance and fiscal discipline have also been forwarded.  

To help ensure that the transatlantic economy can be an engine for the recovery of the world economy, the EU 
and the US have decided to create a High-Level Working Group for Jobs and Growth. This group will examine 
how to strengthen the EU-US trade and investment relationship and in so doing boost growth and job creation.  

President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, said both the EU and US needed to take strong 
action to address the near-term growth concerns as well as fiscal and financial vulnerabilities, in order to 
strengthen the world economy.  

Van Rompuy said the EU had done a lot over the last 18 months, taking decisions that were unthinkable just a 
year ago in the fields of economic governance on budgets and imbalances, financial support and financial 
regulation but needed to do more. On 9 December Van Rompuy will present to the EU Heads of State and 
Government a roadmap on how to strengthen the economic union of the euro area commensurate with its 
monetary union. "We are aiming for binding rules to ensure strong fiscal and economic discipline in all 
countries to go hand in hand with fiscal and economic integration in the euro area as a whole", he said. 
EU-US Joint Statement 

  
British Embassy in Tehran 

 
Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, has expressed "extreme 
concern" over the British embassy in Tehran being overrun by demonstrators." I 
strongly condemn this totally unacceptable incursion and call on the government of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran immediately to fulfil its international obligations, 
including the Vienna Convention, to protect diplomats and embassies" she said.  
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The Single European Sky  
 
"Next year will be critical for the credibility of the Single European Sky - our plans 
to improve Europe's air traffic control by cutting costs and reducing delays" said 
European Commission Vice-President, Siim Kallas.  

Kallas, who is responsible for EU Transport policy, said the progress reports 
published on 25 November showed there was a serious risk that critical elements 
would not be delivered on time.  

The "Single European Sky" is the reform of the Air Traffic Management System of the European airspace.  If 
implemented the Single Sky proposals will:   

- triple the EU's airspace capacity 
- improve safety tenfold  
- reduce environmental impact by 10%, and 
- reduce air traffic management costs by 50% 

For airlines, it will cut air journeys by an average of 50 km, with huge savings on fuel. For passengers and 
businesses, there will be big improvements, with shorter flight times, less delays and cheaper tickets.  

But V-P Kallas warned plans were falling behind with some Member States yet to fulfil some obligations to 
modernise Europe's air traffic control.  "There is a lot at stake.  Reducing air traffic costs and delays is worth 
billions of euros.  The US already controls the same area - with more traffic - for 40% less. If Member States 
don't deliver then passengers, businesses and the European economy all suffer", warned Kallas.  
Read More

 
 
  
Commissioner Máire Geoghegan-Quinn launches Horizon 2020 

 
"Horizon 2020, the European Union's proposed new research and innovation 
programme, is a break from the past and an investment in our future", said the 
European Commissioner responsible for Research and Innovation, Máire 
Geoghegan-Quinn,  

Running from 2014 to 2020, Horizon 2020 is a programme to stimulate growth and 
jobs. It is designed to help the EU achieve the ambitious goals it set for itself under 
the Europe 2020 Strategy and Innovation Union. 

"Our focus is on supporting the best research ideas that provide major business opportunities and change 
people’s lives for the better. For the first time at European level, Horizon 2020 offers a seamless, coherent 
package of support from idea to market, from excellent research to innovative products and services that people 
want to buy", said the Commissioner. 

Horizon 2020 will make investment in research and innovation simpler, more efficient, and more effective at 
delivering the bigger impacts needed to sustain growth and tackle at European level the biggest challenges that 
really matter to people, such as climate change, health, energy and food security. 
Read more  
Read the speech
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International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 
 
On 25 November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, 
High Representative/Vice President Catherine Ashton, Andris Piebalgs, EU 
Commissioner for Development, and Cecilia Malmström, EU Commissioner for Home 
Affairs, underlined their strong commitment to combating violence against women.  

One in three women suffers some form of violence or sexual abuse during their lifetime. Every year, millions of 
women and girls become victims of human trafficking. They end up being exploited in the sex industry and 
forced into domestic servitude, surrogate motherhood or forced marriage. This form of slavery also affects 
hundreds of thousands of women within the EU.  

The Commissioners said "the EU has already strengthened its legislation to combat human trafficking and will 
continue to provide a strong and unequivocal response to this fundamental violation of women's human rights. 
In our foreign policy, we have been inspired this year by the role women played in the Arab Spring. They must 
remain at the heart of the changes that follow. And elsewhere in the world, we have also made progress. Next 
year, for example, a new programme to tackle sexual violence in the Democratic Republic of Congo will be 
launched. But we can and will do more. The EU will continue to work with partner countries and organisations 
in their efforts to tackle all forms of violence against women and girls".  
 
 
  
MEDIA-backed films triumph at 2011 European Oscars 

 
Six films supported by the European Union's MEDIA programme for cinema were 
among those honoured at the 2011 European Film Awards in Berlin on December 3. 
Melancholia received the award for best European film. In the other main award 
categories, Susanne Bier was named as best European Director, Colin Firth as best 
European Actor, and Tilda Swinton as best European Actress. In addition, The 
King's Speech received the People’s Choice Award for Best European Film and 

Stephen Frears was honoured with the European Film Academy's lifetime achievement award. Jean-Pierre and 
Luc Dardenne took the award for European Scriptwriter. 

Androulla Vassiliou, the European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, said: "I'm 
delighted that 10 out of the 12 main European film awards were linked to MEDIA-supported films. My sincere 
congratulations to all the winners, who epitomise everything that is best of our creative Europe."  17 out of the 
24 nominated films at the awards received support totaling more than €7.5 million from the MEDIA programme 
for production and distribution. Overall, the MEDIA programme is contributing €755 million for Europe's film 
and audiovisual industry in the period 2007-2013, with a focus on improving distribution and strengthening 
competitiveness.  

Last week, the European Commission put forward its budget proposal for 2014-2020, which envisages €900 
million in support of the cinema and audiovisual sector as part of the Commission's new 'Creative Europe' 
programme.  

The European Film Awards are organized by the European Film Academy.  
Read more  
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Academic news and events  
 
Symposium: European Nationalism and Biography at the ANU Centre for European Studies in Canberra, 15 
- 16 December 2011. Read more

The EU Studies Association Asia Pacific presents its Conference Call for Papers "EU's Unknown Asia: New 
Horizons and New Beginnings" in Singapore – 4th and 5th June 2012. Deadline: 24 February 2012. Read more

Encounter Europe - Visit Germany, a DAAD Seminar for students from Australia and New-Zealand at the 
European Academy Otzenhausen - an introduction to the political, economic and environmental issues of 
European integration from 4 - 17 December 2011. Scolarships for a two-week course dealing with a variety of 
issues regarding the European Union ( in English).Read more  

The European University Institute is offering 160 Grants for a Ph.D. for the Academic Year 2012-2013. 
The 160 Grants will be awarded in the fields of: Economics, History & Civilization, Law and Political & Social 
Sciences. The Deadline for application is 31 January 2012. Read more

Call for Visiting Fellowship and Scholarship applications  - April 2012 to April 2013 - Closing date: 1 
February 2012. The ANU Centre for European Studies Centre (ANUCES) is a joint initiative of the Australian 
National University (ANU) and the European Union. It underscores the university-wide commitment to 
European studies. The broad theme for 2012-13 is ‘The European Union, Australia and the Asia-Pacific 
Region’. Read more

Study Portals is the European Study Choice platform, bringing transparency for students to the wealth of study 
opportunities in Europe's unifying Higher Education Market. It stimulates and inform students on (inter) 
national stydy choice and helps Universities with easier and more effective international marketing & 
recruitement. Almost all large international student associations are official partners. Read more  

The European Integration Model and Regional Trade Agreements: An Ersatz for Globalisation? by Professor 
Gabriele Suder, SKEMA Business School, Sophia Antipolis (France) on Thursday 8 December 2011, 11:00 am 
- 12:30 pm at the ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra Read more and at the EU Centre at RMIT in 
Melbourne on Monday 12 December 2011, 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm  Read more 

Adapting to Climate Change: Showcasing new perspectives from the Netherlands, Speakers: Hans de Moel 
and Professor Rod Keenan, Tuesday 13 December 2011, 5.00 pm—6.00 pm at RMIT City campus, Melbourne. 
Read more

The Monash University Law Faculty and the Monash University European and EU Centre present Emerging 
Challenges in Privacy Law: Australasian and EU Perspectives, to be held at Monash University Law 
Chambers, Melbourne on Thursday 23 and Friday 24 February 2012. Read more  

 
 
Upcoming cultural events  
 
 

Renaissance 15th and 16th century Italian paintings from the Accademia Carrara, Bergamo - 9 December 2011 
to 9 April 2012 at the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra. See more

Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A German-Australian exhibition 
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra. See more

Bruno Taut: Master Architect in Colourful Berlin & Living in a World Heritage: Berlin Housing Estates 
1913-1934. From 25/11/2011 to 04/03/12 at Goethe-Institute Australian, Melbourne, Free admission. See more 
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For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  
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European Union Delegation: publications available online  

 

The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would like to 
receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to delegation-
australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and the number 
you would like to receive.   

• EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011 

• Key facts: update September 2011 

• EU Insight: European External Action Service 

• Study in Europe 2011 

• EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS)  

• EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  

European Union Australia Partnership Framework  
Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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