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Agreement reached on economic governance
The European Council on 4 October agreed to a compromise text on a package of 
six legislative proposals on economic governance. It will formally adopt the 
proposals without further discussion once the texts have been finalised in all official 
languages.The so-called "six-pack" of measures is aimed at strengthening economic 
governance in the EU – and more specifically in the euro area – as part of the EU's 
response to the current turmoil on sovereign debt markets. The measures set out to 
ensure the degree of coordination necessary to avoid the accumulation of excessive 

imbalances and to ensure sustainable public finances, thus enabling the EU's monetary union to function properly 
in the long term. 

More specifically, the measures set out to enhance budgetary discipline under the EU's Stability and Growth Pact, 
in order to ensure a satisfactory decline of public debt in the member states. This will involve enhancing the 
surveillance of fiscal measures, introducing provisions on national fiscal frameworks, and applying enforcement 
for non-compliant member states more consistently and at an earlier stage.  The measures also aim to broaden the 
surveillance of the member states' economic policies, so as to cater adequately for macroeconomic imbalances. 
An alert mechanism will be introduced for the early detection of imbalances, to be assessed using a "scoreboard" 
of economic indicators, as well as an "excessive imbalance procedure" with enforcement for noncompliant 
member states. [read more]  

Australia: Cultural Cooperation Partner for 2013 

The European Commission's Directorate General for Education and Culture has 
selected Australia and Canada as the Cultural Cooperation partners for 2013. 
Australian cultural organisations now have a new and exciting opportunity to 
promote cross-border cultural understanding with European organisations.  The 

European Commission's Culture Programme was established to promote international mobility of those working 
in the cultural sector, to encourage the transnational circulation of cultural and artistic output, and to foster 
intercultural dialogue. To facilitate cultural cooperation beyond Europe, the European Commission designates 
funds for cooperation projects with Third Countries. For 2013, these funds can be used by Australian cultural 
organisations in collaboration with European partners, with up to €200,000 per project available to cultural 
organisations.  

Cooperation Projects aim to help cultural operators, such as theatres, museums, professional associations, 
research centres, universities, cultural institutes and public authorities from participating European countries to 
cooperate, so that different sectors can work together and extend their cultural and artistic reach across borders. 
The deadline for applications is 3 May 2013.  [read more]   

Signature of the EU-Australia agreement on Passenger Name Records
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The EU and Australia signed a new agreement on the processing and transfer of Passenger Name Record (PNR) 
data by air carriers to the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service. It will replace the existing 
agreement from 2008. Jan Tombinski, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Poland to the EU, signed on 
behalf of the EU. For Australia, the agreement was signed by Brendan Nelson, Ambassador, Head of the Mission 
of Australia to the EU.  The European Parliament will now be asked to give its consent to the agreement, which is 
necessary before the Council can adopt its decision on the conclusion of the agreement.  The EU currently has 
agreements on the transfer and use of passenger name records (PNR) with Australia, Canada and the United 
States of America.  

PNR data is the information voluntarily provided by passengers and collected by air carriers during the 
reservation and check-in procedures. It includes information such as name, dates of travel and travel itinerary, 
ticket information, address and phone numbers, means of payment used, credit card number, travel agent, seat 
number and baggage information.  The main aspects of the new PNR agreement with Australia are – a strict 
purpose limitation, the use of PNR data being limited to the prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution 
of terrorist offences or serious transnational crime; robust data protection; limited storage of records and right of 
access, rectification and erasure.  [read more] 

Young Researchers' conference: Resilience, Realisation and Renewal

Focussing on three main messages, resilience, realisation and renewal, H.E. David 
Daly, Ambassador and Head of the European Union, delivered a speech to the 
young researchers' conference "Europe in crisis: challenges and opportunities", 
at the Europe Centre at Monash University in Melbourne on 23 September. 
Ambassador Daly stressed the resilience of the European Union, economically and 
politically; the realisation on the part of European leaders of the need to tackle 
various economic reforms, and renewal, further integration in Europe – "More 

Europe" - as a large part of the solution to the current economic crisis. 

The EU is resilient and continues to move forward, as President Barroso said recently in Sydney: "We are a union 
of democracies, a union of democratic states that have decided to pool their sovereignty and create common 
institutions. we are not a super-state, so of course change does not happen according to a market timetable. But 
these changes are about more than markets and they are, indeed, happening. In my view the reforms we are 
undertaking are considerably more ambitious than some like to portray them." Europe continues to move 
forward.  [read more] 

Master of Human Rights and Democratisation Welcome Ceremony 

The University of Sydney was host to a special event on 12 August to welcome new 
students undertaking the Master of Human Rights and Democratisation.  The 
Master of Human Rights and Democratisation is Asia Pacific's premier regional 
degree in the field, and provides scholarships to advocates of human rights to 
undertake study both at the University of Sydney, and then one of four selected 
universities throughout the Asia Pacific region. The degree was established with 

European Union funding, and the second round of students to undertake the course were welcomed with speeches 
and a cultural performance from students. The guest of honour was His Excellency David Daly, Ambassador for 
the EU in Australia. The MCs for the evening were students Bruce Amoroto from the Philippines and Hassan 
Nasir from Pakistan. Hassan introduced His Excellency David Daly and presented him with a gift of a scarf and 
cap from his native Pakistan (pictured). 

His Excellency Ambassador David Daly gave an inspired speech, where he spoke of being 'proud the EU is 
funding this course in this university', and pointed out that the EU is responsible for 60% of all development 
assistance granted to projects to protect human rights the world over.  He commended the students for being 
brave, stating 'I have no doubt you are fearless yourselves in this work'.  Associate Professor Danielle Celermajer 
was awarded the 1.5 million euro grant that established the Master of Human Rights and Democratisation, and her 
passion for the course was evident when she spoke to students at the welcome event. (this is an edited version of 
the University of Sydney story by Kate Mayor) 

Human Rights and Democracy report

The European Union this week issued its annual report on Human Rights and 
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Democracy in the World (2010).  The report covers all regions of the world, with a thematic section covering 
such issues as the death penalty, the rights of the child, asylum seekers, human trafficking, indigenous issues and 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons. 

The European Union is active in international forums such as the United Nations, in electoral observation, and 
continues to campaign against the death penalty and torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or 
punishment.  October 10 is the European and World Day against the Death Penalty, with 47 countries in Europe 
having abolished capital punishment.  However, more remains to be done, with 58 countries in the world still 
retaining the death penalty.  [read the full report] 

Statement by High Representative Catherine Ashton following her meeting with 
President Abbas 

Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy/Vice President of the Commission, issued the following 
statement following her meeting in Strasbourg with President of the Palestinian 
Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, on 5 October: 

"It was a great pleasure to meet President Abbas today to continue our discussions on the Middle East Peace 
Process and to prepare for the Quartet envoys meeting that I will host in Brussels on Sunday. We had a long, 
open and frank discussion to update one another on developments since we last talked in New York during the UN 
General Assembly week. My objective, in line with the Quartet statement, is clear: to do everything possible to 
find a way to bring the parties back to the negotiating table and reach the permanent solution that will meet the 
aspirations of both Palestinians and Israelis. Only negotiations can bring a lasting resolution to the conflict." 

What the EU budget helped to achieve in 2010 

The European Commission released its yearly financial report on 30 September. 
Apart from traditional comparative tables and diagrams the report contains 
numerous examples on how the EU budget helped to create jobs, enhance nuclear 
safety or curtail illegal immigration. In the period from 2007 to 2010, over €25bn 
was invested in the framework of the Competitiveness and Innovation programme 
and 338,310 jobs were created. Through the 7th framework programme for research 
and technological development, more than 2,000 Small and Medium Enterprises 

(SMEs) and SME associations invested in research and development in 2010. Over 293,000 education grants 
were awarded to students or teachers. €69 million was invested in nuclear safety, geological disposal of 
radioactive waste and radiation protection.   

One of the striking examples for European infrastructure policy was the High-speed underwater cable under the 
Kelvin Project - a new direct international telecommunications connection for the United Kingdom and Ireland to 
North America, a joint UK–Ireland project completed in March 2010. €300 million was dedicated to external 
border control, free movement of people inside the EU and the effective management of migration issues. In this 
framework, around 1,800 designated border crossing points have been monitored by the EU and 20 joint 
operations have been carried out.  [read more]  

European Culture Forum 20-21 October

Every two years, the European Commission organises a European Culture Forum to discuss the 
implementation of the European Agenda for Culture and raise the profile of European cooperation 
in the field of culture. More than 800 participants are expected at this year’s event that will take 
place in Brussels on October 20-21. Amongst the workshops on digitisation, globalisation, skills 
development and investment in culture is a session on "Civil society empowerment in third 

countries" which asks the question 'are cultural actors bringing powerful voices to the support of democratisation 
processes?'  In light of the recent Arab Spring, this session will examine how powerful the combination of a 
determined group of young people and new communication technologies can be.  

The economic value of volunteering 
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Participants in a high-level conference on volunteering pledged to spare no effort to 
sustain the momentum generated by the 2011 European Year of Volunteering. The 
conference, which brought together hundreds of civil society and voluntary 
organisations from the EU and Eastern Partnership countries, was organised by the 
European Economic and Social Committee, in cooperation with the Polish Ministry 
of Labour and Social Policy, the Chancellery of the President of the Republic of 

Poland and the European Commission Representation in Poland. Polish President Bronislaw Komorowski 
reminded participants that the very room where the conference was taking place witnessed the 1989 Round Table 
talks that paved the way for the establishment of democracy in Poland.  read more]

Visit of European Commission President to Australia 4 to 7 September 2011

 

for these and more photographs of the visit of European Commission President to Australia,  
please see our photo library 

EU tube: signature of EU-Australia Passenger Name Record Agreement 

The EU and Australia signed a new agreement on the processing and transfer of 
Passenger Name Record (PNR) data by air carriers to the Australian Customs and 
Border Protection Service. It will replace the existing agreement from 2008. Jan 
Tombinski, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Poland to the EU, signed on 

behalf of the EU.  For Australia, the agreement was signed by Brendan Nelson, Ambassador, Head of the Mission 
of Australia to the EU.  [watch video]  

Academic news and events 
Observing and Analysing Migration in Eastern Europe : Dr Stefan Markowski, University of New South 
Wales @ ADFA, Tuesday 11 October 2011, 11:00am – 12:30pm.  Venue: ANU Centre for European Studies, 1 
Liversidge Street (Bldg 67C), Canberra. RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au by  Monday 10 October 

Climate Change and Energy Policy in Europe and Australia Thursday 13 October 2011, 9:00am-12:45pm The 
European Union (EU) is embarking on the third phase of its emissions trading scheme, and EU member countries 
have commenced big changes in their energy systems. Australia is about to start its carbon pricing scheme, and 
large scale changes in the energy system need to take place if emissions are to be reduced. Speakers are: Professor 
Dirk Rübbelke, Basque Centre for Climate Change, Bilbao (Spain); Professor Andreas Löschel, Centre for 
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European Economic Research (ZEW), Mannheim (Germany); Professor Howard Bamsey, ANU Centre for 
Climate Economics & Policy; Dr Frank Jotzo, ANU Centre for Climate Economics & Policy; Dr Karen Hussey, 
ANU Fenner School of Environment and Society . Venue: ANU Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge Street 
(Bldg 67C), Canberra RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au by Tuesday 11 October 
Graduate School of Business and Law's research seminar, to be held in conjunction with the EU Centre at RMIT, 
13 October. Presenter: Dr IIpo Laitenen, Service Innovations and Employee Driven Innovations, City Of Helsinki. 
Topic: Employee Driven Innovations: The Case of Helsinki .Venue: GSBL Boardroom (Building 13, Level 4, 
Room 2). Time: 12:15pm to 1:30pm (a light lunch will be served) RSVP: Tina Katselos 
tina.katselos@rmit.edu.auby 12pm Wednesday, 12 October. 
Encounter Europe – Visit Germany, a DAAD Seminar for Students from Australia and New Zealand at the 
European Academy Otzenhausen - an introduction to the political, economic and environmental issues of 
European integration from 4 – 17 December 2011.  Scholarships for a two-week course dealing with a variety of 
issues regarding the European Union (in English).  daad.australia@gmail.com or http://ic.daad.de/sydney/ 
StudyPortals is the European Study Choice platform, bringing transparency for students to the wealth of study 
opportunities in Europe's unifying Higher Education Market. It stimulates and inform students on (inter)national 
study choice and helps Universities with easier and more effective international marketing & recruitment.  Almost 
all large international student associations are official partners. http://www.studyportals.eu/  
Assessing Higher Education Performance: Initiatives and Implications Symposium, Melbourne, 20-21 
October, the culmination of a three year project funded by the European Union Erasmus Mundus programme, 
involves the Brussels based European Centre for the Strategic Management of Universities  and the LH Martin 
Institute for Higher Education Leadership and Management.   [read more] 
The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia 19th Annual Europe Essay Competition 
2011.  email cesaa@cesaa.org.au . Closing Date Friday 21 October, 2011. Further information 
evan.thompson@monash.edu  
The Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni Association unites all the students and graduates of the Erasmus 
Mundus programme. The Oceania Chapter has launched a Facebook page and a Webpage,. If you are a newly 
selected Erasmus Mundus student, we encourage you to join EMA - the registration is free of charge.  

Upcoming cultural events 
Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A European-Australian exhibition 
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra, more  
Living in a world heritage – Berlin housing estates 1913–1934 Exhibition 08 August 2011 – 28 October 2011, 
Goethe-Institut Australien, Sydney.   further information 
Weimar and Hollywood, Filmseries, 10 August 2011 - 06 November 2011, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
Domain Theatre, Sydney. further information 
Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents some of the best productions the Spanish film industry has to offer. 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 
6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer virus 

transferred by way of this email. 
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would like 

to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to delegation-

australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and the number 
you would like to receive.   

EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011 
Key facts: update September 2011 
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EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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