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Agreement on the economic governance package

A year ago the European Commission presented a package of six legislative 
proposals to strengthen the economic governance of the European Union and of 
the euro area in particular. An agreement has been finalised which, pending 
formal endorsement by the European Parliament and the Council, will allow this 
package to enter into force.  

"This is excellent news for Europe." said European Commission President José 
Manuel Barroso, "The economic crisis presented us with two great challenges: how to mitigate its effects on 
individuals and businesses; and how to ensure that we never find ourselves in such a dramatic situation again. 
We have been working hard on both fronts, with tangible, significant results. And today, we have taken a 
major step forward on the second."  

This agreement gives the EU and its Member States a powerful tool to avoid falling into the trap of 
unsustainable debt. It will also allow the EU to anticipate the development of macroeconomic imbalances that 
could pose a threat to the stability of the euro area. And while the emphasis will be on prevention, the EU and 
its member countries will also have the capacity to take corrective action in a swifter and more decisive way 
than ever before, with greater automaticity in the application of sanctions. [read more] 

European Commission President completes successful visit to Australia 

"We share a common heritage, core interests, core values – democracy and 
human rights – but also openness, tolerance and global responsibility. And in an 
integrated world, that is not a small feat."  President Barroso during his visit to 
Australia 

In his keynote address to the Australia National University, President Barroso 
spoke about the shared futures of Europe and Australia in the 21st century. He 

noted that "Australia shows it is possible to combine economic reform with strong social protections and 
progress."  On climate chagne, the President stressed that "the European Union welcomes the Australian 
Government's efforts to tackle the carbon issue, and to develop a policy that will over time link to our own.”  

In a statement following his meeting with Australian Prime Minister Gillard, President Barroso emphasised the 
new phase of closer cooperation between Australia and the European Union: "Australia was the only 
developed country that has escaped recession, that is a reality. You should be proud of that in Australia."  The 
two leaders agreed to work towards a new, ambitious Framework Agreement that will put relations on a new 
footing and also signed a new agreement in the field of nuclear safety.  [read more] 

Caption: European Commission President Barroso and Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard sign the 
nuclear safety agreement. 
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EU Tube : President Barroso 

In the keynote address to the Australia National University, President Barroso spoke about 
the shared futures of Europe and Australia in the 21st century. He noted that "Australia 
shows it is possible to combine economic reform with strong social protections and 
progress," and stressed that "the European Union welcomes the Australian Government's 
efforts to tackle the carbon issue, and to develop a policy that will over time link to our 

own."  In a statement following his meeting with Australian Prime Minister Gillard, President Barroso 
emphasised the new phase of closer cooperation between Australia and the European Union: "We share a 
common heritage, core interests and core values: democracy and human rights, but also openness, tolerance 
and global responsibility." The two leaders agreed to work towards a new, ambitious Framework Agreement 
that will put relations on a new footing and also signed a new agreement in the field of nuclear safety. 
watch video and http://www.youtube.com/user/Barroso 
EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Promoting climate action in the Pacific region 

Climate Action Commissioner Connie Hedegaard recently visited the Pacific 
region, including Australia, promoting collaboration to tackle climate change.  
Together with European Commission President José Manuel Barroso, 
Commissioner Hedegaard attended the Pacific Island Forum (PIF) in New 
Zealand.  Established in 1971, the PIF has 16 member countries and is a forum 
for discussing political, economic and developmental issues affecting the region. 
Commissioner Hedegaard addressed address leaders of 15 Pacific countries from 

the African, Caribbean and Pacific group of developing nations. 

In Australia, Commissioner Hedegaard held meetings with Greg Combet, Minister for Climate Change and 
Energy Efficiency (pictured with the Commissioner); Senator Christine Milne, Deputy Leader of The Greens.  
She also talked to Greg Hunt, the Shadow Minister for Climate Change.  Commissioner Hedegaard addressed 
the Europe-Australia Business Council (EABC) and other relevant business associations active in the climate 
field.  [read more] 

Ambassador Daly leads discussion on EU-Asia relations 

This week the EU Centre at RMIT presents a Public Seminar on EU-Asia 
Relations: More than just China?  H.E. Mr. David Daly will lead discussions, 
together with Dr Fraser Cameron, former European Commission Advisor and 
Director of the new EU-Asia Centre. 

President Barroso said during his Australia visit that Asia was a top priority for 
the European Union. But what do Europeans mean by Asia? China seems to get much more attention than 
India or Japan, not to mention Korea, ASEAN or Australia and New Zealand. Dr Cameron’s presentation will 
review EU policy towards Asia during the past decade and assess the impact of China on EU-Asia relations.  
This is a free event, on Friday 23 September from 12.30 – 1.30pm at the RMIT City Campus.  Please RSVP to 
eucentre@rmit.edu.au.  More information: www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre 

On the same day Ambassador Daly will also make a presentation at the Monash European and EU Centre 
Young Researchers Conference 'Europe in Crisis : Challenges and Opportunities'. 

EU high level presence at the United Nations in New York 

High Representative Catherine Ashton will be joined by European Council 
Herman Van Rompuy , Commission President José Manuel Barroso, and 
Commissioners Piebalgs, Dalli, Georgieva and Hedegaard at the United Nations 
General Debate this week.  

The beginning of the 66th UN General Assembly will be marked this week with 
the traditional General Debate, the first since the adoption of the historic 
resolution 65/276 in May, under which the EU statement will be delivered for 
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the first time by the President of the European Council. 

The Middle East Peace Process, the Arab Spring, Libya and Syria dominates the programme of High 
Representative/Vice-President Ashton throughout the ministerial week. She participated in the UN Secretary-
General’s High-Level Symposium on Counter-Terrorism, at which she delivered the closing address. She also 
addressed the US/Turkey-hosted launch of the Global Counter-Terrorism Forum, and the EU-sponsored High-
Level Meeting on Women and Political Participation. [read more] 

caption: EU High Representative Catherine Ashton, in New York this week with US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 

EU interim forecast: Recovery slowing down amid financial market crisis 

"To get the recovery back on track, it is crucial to safeguard financial stability 
and put budgets on a path that is sustainable beyond doubt." - Olli Rehn, 
European Commissioner for Monetary and Financial Affairs 

In its latest interim forecast published on 15 September, the European 
Commission presented its assessment of economic prospects in the euro area and 
the EU for 2011. Economic growth in the EU is slowing down. After growing 
strongly in the first quarter of 2011, GDP expanded less in the second quarter. 
GDP growth is now expected to remain subdued in the second half of the year, 
coming close to standstill by year’s end. Growth forecasts for the second half of 
the year have been revised down considerably, by half a percentage point for the 
euro area as well as the EU compared to the Commission's spring forecast. This 
will not result in a double-dip recession, however. Moreover, on account of the 
stronger-than-expected performance in the first quarter, annual growth is still 

projected at 1.6 per cent in the euro area and 1.7 per cent in the EU. However, the current outlook is uncertain, 
and the balance of risks to this forecast is to the downside.  [read more] 

The EU-Australia Economic Relationship 

The European Union and Australia share a strong bilateral economic and trade 
relationship which continues to be reflected in consistent underlying growth.  
However, despite ongoing cooperation on our respective trade and investment 
agendas, the focus in Australia is often placed on individual countries and the 
importance of the EU, as a single market, is not always acknowledged.  Our 
latest EU Insight publication reviews the bilateral relationship between Australia 
and the European Union on a trade and investment level utilising the latest 
available data.  Highlights of the relationship are: 

The EU is Australia's largest trade and investment partner;  
The EU is Australia's second-largest trading partner, after China, being the 
largest source of Australian imports and the third-largest destination for 
Australian exports;  
The EU is Australia's largest services trade partner, with services representing 

more than one quarter of total bilateral trade;  
Australia is the EU's seventeenth largest partner in two-way merchandise trade, being its twenty-eighth 
largest source of imports and thirteenth largest export market;  
The EU is Australia's largest investor and the second-largest destination for Australian investment 
overseas; and  
EU companies operating in Australia generate an estimated 1.4 million jobs, directly and indirectly.  

[read more] 

EU stands by the Libyan people

The European Union will continue to help Libya in its process of democratic 
transition and reconstruction. Humanitarian aid efforts, coordinated under the 
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United Nations, will be sustained as long as needed.  An EU humanitarian aid and civil protection (ECHO) 
team remains in Tripoli to monitor the humanitarian situation. Its present priorities include the protection of 
civilians and assessing the movement of populations and further needs arising from this. The team is working 
together with other international partners, under the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs. In addition to the Libyan capital, ECHO experts are deployed at the Tunisian-Libyan 
border and ECHO has an office in the eastern town of Benghazi. "We provide Libyans with direct 
humanitarian assistance, following the principles of neutrality and impartiality," said José Manuel Barroso, 
President of the European Commission.  The opening of an EU office in Tripoli on 31 August provided a 
strong symbol of EU support for the people of Libya.  [read more] 

 Supporting the most vulnerable people in Burma/Myanmar

Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Cooperation, 
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, completed a two-day humanitarian 
mission to Burma/Myanmar earlier this month.  Commissioner Georgieva was 
the first EU Commissioner to be received by Daw Aung San Suu Kui. 

Commissioner Georgieva said: ”The Commission is a large donor of 
humanitarian assistance in Burma/Myanmar, where a lot of people are vulnerable to earthquakes, cyclones 
and foods, conflict and poverty. Because of these risks, we need assurances that humanitarian agencies have 
full access to those who need relief and that the authorities are working to improve the population’s resilience 
to disasters.  Aung San Suu Kui is the face and the voice of the most vulnerable people in Burma/Myanmar. 
This is why, as the EU humanitarian commissioner, I was glad to have the opportunity to present to her our 
response to humanitarian challenges and disasters and to discuss how Europe can help the most needy people 
in the country in their quest for survival and development.”  [read more] 

FAQs on Schengen

The European Union Delegation is often asked about "Schengen Visas".  A 
memo issued on 16 September explains the origins of the Schengen Agreement 
and what it means both to citizens of the EU and to citizens of third countries 
who wish to visit the Schengen countries.  Regulation 539/2001 lists the third 
countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the 
external borders of the European Union, and those whose nationals are exempt 
from that requirement for a short stay – this exemption includes Australia and 

New Zealand.  The Regulation is applicable to all the EU Member States - except for the United Kingdom and 
Ireland - and also to Iceland, Norway and Switzerland.  

In principle, third country nationals benefiting from visa-free travel in accordance with Regulation 539/2001 
can stay and move freely within the Schengen Area for a period of 3 months maximum in a 6 months period. 
This period begins when entering the territory of any of the Schengen States. Visitors can also stay for a 
maximum of 3 months in each of the Member States not yet part of the Schengen area (Bulgaria, Romania and 
Cyprus), irrespective of the period of stay in the Schengen area. [read more] 

Academic news and events 
The Challenges of the Changing World Economy for Europe, Professor Jim Rollo, University of Sussex, 
UK, 22 September 2011, 11:00am – 12:30pm, Acton Lecture Theatre, JG Crawford Building (Bldg132), 
Canberra, RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au  
Encounter Europe – Visit Germany, a DAAD Seminar for Students from Australia and New Zealand at the 
European Academy Otzenhausen - an introduction to the political, economic and environmental issues of 
European integration from 4 – 17 December 2011.  Scholarships for a two-week course dealing with a variety 
of issues regarding the European Union (in English).  daad.australia@gmail.com or http://ic.daad.de/sydney/ 
StudyPortals is the European Study Choice platform, bringing transparency for students to the wealth of study 
opportunities in Europe's unifying Higher Education Market. It stimulates and inform students on (inter)
national study choice and helps Universities with easier and more effective international marketing & 
recruitment.  Almost all large international student associations are official partners. 
http://www.studyportals.eu/  

Assessing Higher Education Performance: Initiatives and Implications Symposium, Melbourne, 20-21 
October, the culmination of a three year project funded by the European Union Erasmus Mundus programme, 
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involves the Brussels based European Centre for the Strategic Management of Universities  and the LH Martin 
Institute for Higher Education Leadership and Management.   [read more] 
The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia 19th Annual Europe Essay Competition 
2011.  email cesaa@cesaa.org.au . Closing Date Friday 21 October, 2011. Further information 
evan.thompson@monash.edu  
Europe in Crisis: Challenges and Opportunities. Monash European and EU Centre Young Researchers 
Conference 22-23 September 2011.Contact evan.thompson@monash.edu  or [download flyer] 
The Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni Association unites all the students and graduates of the Erasmus 
Mundus programme. The Oceania Chapter has launched a Facebook page and a Webpage,. If you are a newly 
selected Erasmus Mundus student, we encourage you to join EMA - the registration is free of charge.  

Upcoming cultural events 
Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A European-Australian exhibition 
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra, more  
Living in a world heritage – Berlin housing estates 1913–1934 Exhibition 08 August 2011 – 28 October 
2011, Goethe-Institut Australien, Sydney.   further information 
Weimar and Hollywood, Filmseries, 10 August 2011 - 06 November 2011, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
Domain Theatre, Sydney. further information 
Vienna: Art & Design, Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann, Loos, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2011. 18 Jun 
2011 - 09 Oct 2011 NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Exhibition admission fees apply. 
Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents some of the best productions the Spanish film industry has to offer. 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU-Australia Economic Relationship 2011 
Key facts: update September 2011 
EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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