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Libya: EU geared up for the humanitarian challenge 

Following the dramatic events in Libya with the speedy progress of National 
Transition Council troops into Tripoli, the European Commission confirms that it 
is fully prepared to respond to humanitarian needs stemming from the fighting and 
its aftermath. 

The European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) will initially focus on 
support to the healthcare sector, notably the provision of war surgery and assistance to hospitals which are 
dealing with a probable large number of war-wounded and with the immediate emergency needs of the general 
population. Another priority will be protection, including education on demining and identification of risk 
areas allowing for the safe return of civilians. The Commission will also continue to fund the provision of 
relief to all vulnerable Libyans and to the refugees who have been trapped in the country by the violence of the 
last months. 

Humanitarian aid is part of the wider package of assistance that the European Union is providing in response to 
the uprising in Libya. As the High Representative and Vice President of the Commission Catherine Ashton 
said on Tuesday, 23 August, the EU is committed to use all instruments at its disposal to play its full part in 
supporting the country's reconstruction and development. [read more] 

Outcome of the special session of the UN Human Rights Council on Syria 

Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, warmly welcomed the 
outcome of the special session of the Human Rights Council on Syria and the 
decision taken to urgently dispatch an independent international commission of 
inquiry to investigate violations of international human rights law in response to 
the intolerable and unacceptable developments on the ground. The UN Fact-
Finding Mission has established that the massive violations currently committed 

in Syria and the violence against civilians may amount to crimes against humanity. Urgent and proper action is 
paramount to investigate these violations, identify those responsible and ensure that perpetrators of violations 
are held accountable. 

As part of its response to the situation in Syria, the EU has taken the lead in engaging with countries from all 
regions in order to convene this special session. The resolution adopted on 23 August has received strong 
cross-regional support and demonstrates the wide and unequivocal rejection of the Syrian regime’s brutality 
against its own people. "The brutal repression must be stopped, detained protesters released, free access by 
international humanitarian and human rights organizations and media allowed, and a genuine and inclusive 
national dialogue launched to address the legitimate aspirations of the Syrian people." said HR-VP Ashton.  
[read more]   
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The EU fights famine – and the causes of famine – in the Horn of Africa

The EU is providing nearly €1 billion of immediate humanitarian aid, and long-
term development and capacity-building support to the 12 million people in the 
Horn of Africa who are in urgent need of food, water and shelter. Rural areas in 
Somalia, Northern and Eastern Kenya, Southern and Eastern Ethiopia and 
Djibouti are the most affected by the region’s worst drought in 60 years.  
Somalia faces famine; while Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti are in a food 
emergency. Thousands are streaming across Somalia’s borders to Kenya and 
Ethiopia, and malnutrition affects over a third of the population in drought-
affected areas of Somalia.  The EU has increased its emergency and long-term 
aid to the region, and calls on its African and international partners to do the 
same. 

The funds are being used in Somalia and in Kenyan refugee camps to provide food, as well as healthcare, clean 
water and sanitation facilities.  The EU has for years targeted the causes of famine, and stepped up 
programmes in drought-preparedness, agriculture, rural development and food security.  In total, the EU has 
committed more than €680 million until 2013 to food security related programmes in Somalia, Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti.  This development aid is boosted by support from other EU programmes, 
including the €1 billion EU Food Facility, set up to help the 50 developing countries most affected by rising 
food prices in 2007/08.  The current food crisis has deep structural and political causes, and EU is committed 
to giving the long-term support which can - with effective policy reforms - make the region less vulnerable to 
drought.  Factsheet  

Stepping up eurozone governance

Following their meeting in Brussels on 16 August, European Commission 
President, José Manuel Barroso (pictured), and Commissioner for Economic and 
Monetary affairs, Olli Rehn, welcomed the proposals made by French President 
Sarkozy and German Chancellor Merkel as a step forward in common efforts to 
strengthen the governance of the euro area.  

The proposals "represent an important political contribution by the leaders of the two largest euro area 
economies to this debate and the on-going work. We look forward to working with the president of the 
European Council and the president of the Eurogroup to take forward this debate and to formulate proposals 
in the coming weeks." said President Barroso and Commissioner Rehn. [read more] 

EU funded research helps astronomers see the bigger picture 

A groundbreaking technique to produce real-time, high-resolution images of 
distant galaxies has been developed by astronomers thanks to EU funding. Radio 
telescopes around the world can now simultaneously observe the most remote 
objects in the universe and create high resolution images – a level of detail 
equivalent to identifying a football on the moon. The technique, called 
Electronic Very Long Baseline Interferometry (e-VLBI), helps to reveal clues on 
how galaxies are formed by allowing astronomers to receive and process data in 

near real-time as an experiment is running, thanks to high speed optical networks. This allows multiple radio 
telescopes throughout the world to work together to simulate one giant telescope. Previously limited to Europe, 
the e-VLBI technique is now being used on a global scale.  These e-VLBI observations have been made 
possible through the use of a global, real-time network of the largest and most sensitive radio telescopes in 
Europe, East Asia and Australia as far apart as 12,458 km, connected through high-speed optical networks. 
This will enable better data quality and deeper images of the galaxy that can be offered to a larger number of 
astronomers. NEXPReS is carried out by 15 research institutes, National Research and Education Network 
providers and advanced computing facilities in Australia, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Italy, Latvia, The 
Netherlands, Poland, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. [read more] 

EU co-funded Roma stories project wins digital media award 

A European Union co-funded project aimed at countering Roma stereotypes 
through film has won a prestigious award from the US-based Society of 
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Professional Journalists. The 'Colorful but Colorblind' project brought together Roma and non-Roma 
journalists to produce a series of 25 short films telling the stories of Roma communities living in central and 
Eastern Europe. The aim was to encourage a more nuanced coverage of Roma issues and a greater 
participation of Roma journalists in mainstream media operations. The project equally sought to strengthen 
inter-cultural dialogue and journalists' mutual understanding of one another. The project was chosen for the 
Sigma Delta Chi Award for excellence in journalism in the digital media presentation (independent) category. 
[read more] 

Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni Association

The Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni Association unites all the students 
and graduates of the Erasmus Mundus programme. To foster the networking 
activities in the region, the Oceania Chapter is establishing itself and gearing 
towards future activities. It has launched a Facebook page and a Webpage, which 
is the first of a few initiatives underway to help reinvigorate the Erasmus 

Mundus Students and Alumni network covering the Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands. If you are 
a newly selected Erasmus Mundus student, we encourage you to join EMA - the registration is free of 
charge. EMA Oceania Chapter has alumni in various cities across the Oceania region who are willing to 
provide advice on how to make the most of your Erasmus Mundus experience. 

EU Tube : Single Market 

Have you faced cross-border challenges, causing problems in your personal life or 
your business? Or did you discover excellent support and achieved success despite 
initial issues in your cross-border EU adventure? Go to http://www.tellusyourstory.eu, 
and read real-life stories on travelling, working, doing business or living abroad inside 

Europe. The five best stories were filmed and the winners invited to the Single Market Forum in Cracow, 
Poland.  [watch video]  EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 
Monash European and EU Centre invites you to the following presentations by Dr Angela Ward, Dr Matt 
Harvey and Dr Michael Longo.  Details: Dr Angela Ward, Adjunct Professor, European Union and Human 
Rights Law, University College Dublin: “EU law for Australian undertakings:  The fundamental elements 
for non-EU traders”.  Dr Matt Harvey, Senior Lecturer, Victoria Law School, Faculty of Business and Law, 
Victoria University , “Through a Wine Glass Darkly”.  Dr Harvey will talk about researching EU wine law 
and European Union law generally from Australia, and through Australian eyes. Dr Michael Longo, Associate 
Professor, Victoria Law School, Faculty of Business and Law, Victoria University, "Contemporary Problems 
of EU Governance”. Thursday, 1 September 2011 from 12noon to 2:00pm at Monash University (Caulfield 
Campus), Room E224, Building E, Level 2, 900 Dandenong Road, Caulfield East.  RSVP: by Wed. 31 Aug. to 
europecentre@monash.edu or ph 9903 4638. All welcome - no charge.
Encounter Europe – Visit Germany, a DAAD Seminar for Students from Australia and New Zealand at the 
European Academy Otzenhausen - an introduction to the political, economic and environmental issues of 
European integration from 4 – 17 December 2011.  Scholarships for a two-week course dealing with a variety 
of issues regarding the European Union (in English).  daad.australia@gmail.com or http://ic.daad.de/sydney/ 
Workshop for Emerging Scholars: Europe in the Changing Global Context, 15 and 16 September 2011.  
The purpose of the workshop is to provide a forum for emerging scholars at any stage of their PhD (or 
equivalent) or at an early stage of their academic careers, and whose projects engage with issues facing Europe 
and whose work is in different academic disciplines. For further information contact the ANU Centre of 
European Studies (europe@anu.edu.au). Paper proposal deadline: 29 August 2011 
Assessing Higher Education Performance: Initiatives and Implications Symposium, Melbourne, 20-21 
October, the culmination of a three year project funded by the European Union Erasmus Mundus programme, 
involves the Brussels based European Centre for the Strategic Management of Universities  and the LH Martin 
Institute for Higher Education Leadership and Management.   [read more] 

Free Public Lecture: Media Fragmentation, Party Systems and Democracy presented by Professor Paulo 
Mancini, University of Perugia, Visiting Fellow with the ERC-funded project on Media and Democracy in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 6pm, Wednesday 31 August 2011, State Library of Victoria Theatrette.  RSVP 
essential for catering purposes by 30 August to eucentre@rmit.edu.au  This lecture is presented as part of the 
Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments conference, an international 
conference at RMIT University (31 August-02 September 2011) Wednesday, 31 August - Friday, 2 September 
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2011, Storey Hall, RMIT University, Swanston St, Melbourne, Keynote address (31 August) is free to the 
public. Registrations: events@rmit.edu.au Website: www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre 
European Association of International Education: The role of partnerships between universities in the Middle 
East-North Africa and Europe in tackling causes of unrest will be high on the agenda of Europe’s biggest 
international education conference. The European Association of International Education event, to be held 
from 13-16 September in Copenhagen, is expected to attract up to 4,000 educators. 
Full report on the University World News site 
The Impact of UK Anti-Smoking Policies in the Context of EU Directives, presented by Dr Grace Lordan, 
University of Queensland, on Tuesday 30 August 2011, 11:00am – 12:30pm. Venue: ANU Centre for 
European Studies, 1 Liversidge Street (Bldg 67C), Canberra. RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au  by 29 August.  
Current activities of International Cooperation - 7th Framework Programme. Calls for proposals and a prize 
under the 2011 and 2012 work programmes of the Seventh Framework Programme for Research, 
Technological Development and Demonstration Activities [read more]  
Innovation change in the corporate and social sectors, 2:00pm–3:00pm, 30 August 2011. 
www.innovationchangecanberra2011.eventbrite.com. Organisation: Forum for European-Australian Science 
and Technology cooperation . Phil Preston is a social innovation expert who helps a range of organisations 
with strategic direction, positioning and performance maximisation. 
RSVP essential: innovationchangecanberra2011.eventbrite.com Venue: Centre for European Studies, 1 
Liversidge St, Canberra
Building an Asia Pacific Community: Economic, Security and Socio-Political Dimensions - Seminar at 
The University of Sydney, 30 August 2011. More information at www.sydney.edu.au/law/events/  or email 
law.events@sydney.edu.au 
The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia announces the 19th Annual Europe Essay 
Competition 2011.  email cesaa@cesaa.org.au . Closing Date Friday 21 October, 2011. Further information 
evan.thompson@monash.edu  
Europe in Crisis: Challenges and Opportunities. Monash European and EU Centre Young Researchers 
Conference 22-23 September 2011.Contact evan.thompson@monash.edu  or [download flyer] 
Call for Papers: European Dilemmas: Internal and External issues facing the European Union, 
December 7-8, 2011, University of Waikato, New Zealand.  More information: www.eucnetwork.org.nz . 

Upcoming cultural events 
The European Union National Institutes for Culture, together with the Macquarie University Faculty of Arts, 
presents the European Film Festival "Europe: Unity and Diversity" on 3 and 4 September.  Entry is free.  
For more information, please see www.eurolang.mq.edu.au/pdfs/European_Film_Festival_2011.pdf 
Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A German-Australian exhibition 
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra, more  
Living in a world heritage – Berlin housing estates 1913–1934 Exhibition 08 August 2011 – 28 October 
2011, Goethe-Institut Australien, Sydney.   further information 
Weimar and Hollywood, Filmseries, 10 August 2011 - 06 November 2011, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
Domain Theatre, Sydney. further information 
European Development Days  15-16 December 2011 in Warsaw, Poland. In association with EDD, the 
International Documentary Film Festival Global Development in Cinema creates a platform for filmmakers 
interested in global development to screen their products.  http://festival.humandoc.net/en/ 
Council of Europe European Language Day Competition for Primary School students “Europe in 2050” 
Competition. Entries to Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Level 4, 125 York Street, Sydney 2000, by 10 September 
2011. Winners announced on 22 September 201, works displayed at the Waverley Library. (download flyer) 
Vienna: Art & Design, Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann, Loos, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2011. 18 Jun 
2011 - 09 Oct 2011 NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Exhibition admission fees apply. 
The Enemy at Home - The story of German internees in World War I in Australia, Exhibition, 7 May - 11 
Sep 2011, Museum of Sydney, Sydney [read more]
Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents some of the best productions the Spanish film industry has to offer. 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
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jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 

 Send to a Friend

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

Key facts: update September 2011 
EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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