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"The political will to defend the euro should not be underestimated" 

At a press conference in Brussels on 5 August, Olli Rehn, European 
Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs, said  "Economic recovery is 
proceeding in most parts of the euro area, while important steps in budgetary 
consolidation and structural reform are underway across Europe and in 
particular in those Member States most exposed to market tensions.  Some of the 
reasons for market tensions relate to developments outside of the euro area. 
Investor sentiment has been negatively affected by the impact of the debt ceiling 

negotiations in the United States and recent data suggesting a soft patch in the global economy." "The 
political will to defend the euro should not be underestimated" continued Rehn "since the onset of the crisis, 
euro area leaders have always proven that they could take the necessary decisions." 

Following the statement on 7 August by the President of the European Central Bank, Herman Van Rompuy, 
President of the European Council, welcomed the "decisions taken in Europe both at national level, in Italy 
and Spain to strengthen fiscal discipline and growth, and by the ECB regarding the active implementation of 
its Securities Markets Programme."  President Van Rompuy also welcomed the close cooperation at the global 
level of the G7 and the G20 to deal with the current challenges both the euro area and the USA are facing. 

The technical and political processes of the agreement reached on 21 July by the euro-area Heads of State and 
Govenrment should be finalised by early September.  [read more]  

Indigenous designs: celebrating stories and cultures  

As countries marked the International Day of the World’s Indigenous People on 
9 August, the EU took stock of its activities offering political and practical 
support.  There is no single, agreed definition of ‘indigenous peoples’ – the most 
important criterion is self-identification as indigenous. The United Nations 
believes the term applies to around 300 million people living in more than 70 
countries. Issues affecting indigenous groups are a central part of the European 
Union’s human rights policy. The EU funds programmes to protect the rights of 

its own indigenous populations, and human rights, including those of minority communities, is a top priority.  
On the ground, the EU provides funding for non-profit organisations working on indigenous issues, through 
initiatives such as the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights. Projects have helped train 
vulnerable groups so that they can promote their rights more effectively at the UN.  The theme for the 2011 
International Day of the World’s Indigenous People is "indigenous designs: celebrating stories and cultures, 
crafting their own future."  [read more] 

Helping Somalia recover and develop
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On 5 August Andris Piebalgs, EU Commissioner for Development, announced the decision to step up Europe's 
long-term commitment to Somalia with an extra €175 million in development assistance. The funds will flow 
into Somaliland, Puntland and other regions where viable security conditions and minimum levels of 
governance have already been established, as well as in Central Somalia, where stability is improving and the 
conditions allow for development assistance to make a difference. Commissioner Piebalgs, who travelled to 
Somaliland less than a month ago, reiterated his conviction that development assistance can provide 
sustainable solutions because it tackles the root causes of protracted crisis. The EU's aid package adds up to the 
ongoing five-year support envelope for Somalia of €212 million (between 2008 and 2013); bringing to €387 
million the total allocation for the country under 10th European Development Fund. [read more] 

 The world at 7 billion – what is the EU doing?

By October 2011, the world’s population is expected to exceed 7 billion. With 
growth come many challenges – not least in ensuring an adequate food supply.  
In recognition of the challenges ahead, the United Nations Population Fund has 
launched the 7 Billion Actions campaign. This worldwide advocacy programme 
will encourage commitment and action to tackle the problems and opportunities 
facing a world of 7 billion people.  The European Union is already playing its 
part in tackling some of the challenges, such as education and food security.  The 
EU’s Investing in People programme provides funding for the protection and 
participation of children and young people. Activities include global monitoring 

and policy advocacy for child protection and the rights of children, as well as the promotion of policies that 
lead to productive and decent employment for young people. 

EU and global action to fight malnutrition and increase security is guided by the Millennium Development 
Goal of halving the proportion of people suffering from hunger. EU initiatives include the € 1 billion Food 
Facility, which has already funded more than 200 projects in developing countries. It is encouraging food 
producers to increase supply, dealing with the affects of food prices on local populations and improving the 
way agriculture is managed in the longer terms.  [read more] 

Libya, Syria and Palestine 

The European Council this week extended an assets freeze to two further entities 
closely linked to the perpetrators of the serious human rights abuses in Libya. In 
total, six port authorities, 49 entities and 39 persons involved in the serious 
human rights abuses in Libya are now subject to a freeze of their funds and 
financial resources in the European Union. In addition, the same 39 persons, 
which include Muammar Qadhafi and several family members, are banned from 

entering the EU. [read more] 

Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign and Security Policy/European Commission Vice 
President welcomed the UN Security Council Presidential Statement which unequivocally states that the 
Syrian regime is responsible for widespread violations of human rights and the use of force against civilians. 
This is a clear signal from the highest body of the international community taken with unanimity by the 
members of the Security Council.  Ashton urged urge President Assad to listen to the international community, 
to stop the violence, to protect the Syrian people and to address the EU's repeated calls to grant fundamental 
freedoms. [read more]  
 
Ashton also issued a statement condemning the approval of more than 900 housing units in the settlement of 
Har Homa in East Jerusalem. The EU has repeatedly urged the Government of Israel to immediately end all 
settlement activities in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem. All settlement activities are illegal under 
international law. This further expansion of settlements is particularly regrettable at a time when the EU, 
together with its international partners and the parties, is striving to create a credible perspective to relaunch 
negotiations, leading to a just and durable solution to the conflict. "I believe there can be no sustainable peace 
in the Middle East without a two-state solution with the State of Israel and a viable and contiguous Palestinian 
state living side by side in peace and security. Settlement activity damages this prospect.” said Ashton. [read 
more]  

 Human rights and Democratisation at the University of Sydney
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Today Ambassador David Daly will welcome a group of postgraduate students from the Asia Pacific region 
who are undertaking the Asia Pacific Masters in Human Rights and Democratisation.  A grant from the 
European Union of almost €1.5 million funds 30 students from the region for two years, including travel, fees 
and per diems.  The University of Sydney partners with Gadjah Mada University in Indonesia, Kathmandu 
Law School in Nepal, the University of Colombo in Sri Lanka, and Mahidol University in Thailand. 

Academic Director of the University of Sydney's Research Institute for Asia and the Pacific, Dr Danielle 
Celermajer, emphasised that the program is about developing educational programs together with the partner 
institutions. 

Before his presentation, Ambassador Daly said "A world in which people can live in freedom, security and 
dignity, free from poverty and despair is still a dream for many.  All of us have a responsibility to promote and 
protect the rights of our fellow members of the human family". 

Ambassador Daly's speech will be available on the Delegation's website. 

EU-Australia relations - an update

Australia's bilateral relationship with the European Union is now set in the 
context of the 2008 European Union - Australia Partnership Framework.  During 
her visit to Brussels in October 2010 for Australia's inaugural attendance at the 
Asia-Europe Meeting, Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard proposed to 
elevate the bilateral relationship by negotiating a treaty-level framework 
agreement.  This new agreement is currently under discussion. 

The EU is Australia's second largest trading partner, after China, with total trade worth $A78 billion, and 
continues to be Australia's largest economic partner.  In the areas of foreign and security policy, environment, 
education, and science and technology, Australia and the EU share commonalities.   

In 2010, over 36,000 students from the EU's 27 Member States came to Australia to study. Meanwhile, around 
5,000 Australian students are studying in Europe, the main countries being the UK, Germany and France. The 
European Commission and Australia are working towards increasing student mobility between the two regions 
through the flagship Erasmus Mundus project and a series of bilateral exchange programs.  read more]   

Facts on the EU's Emissions Trading Scheme 

Emissions trading is a market based approach for controlling pollution.  The 
economic case for ambitious reform to drastically reduce human output of 
greenhouse gases is overwhelming and the relatively minor costs that accrue 
from adjusting to a new way of doing things are dwarfed by the potential costs of 
doing nothing.  The EU ETS applies to the 27 Member States of the European 
Union, and also Norway, Iceland and Liechenstein.  The EU ETS commenced in 
2005, with Phase 1 running until 2008, Phase 2 from 2008 to 2012, and Phase 3 

from 2013 to 2020.  In Phase 2 the carbon price fluctuated from highs of over €30 per tonne to lows around 
€8.  Legislation dictates that emissions under the EU ETS will decline 21% from 2005 by 2020.  In 2009 EU-
27 emissions were estimated at being 17.3% below 1990 levels.  The EU is eager to explore options for the 
international linking of robust, compatible cap-and-trade schemes and stands ready to cooperate with other 
governments to share experiences.  Linking schemes could lower the overall costs for everyone and help 
ensure a more efficient market for greenhouse gases.  The scheme is well-supported by EU citizens, and a 
survey released last month reveals that despite the economic crisis, 89% of Europeans think that more funding 
should be allocated to support protecting the environment. [read more] 

EU Tube : Hot Summer Holidays

If you are eligible, carrying a European Health Insurance Card makes it easier to 
obtain medical help when travelling within the EU. 
[watch video]  EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  
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Academic news and events 
Ethnic Politics, Border Controls and Migrant Integration: A Comparative Europe-US Perspective on 
Securitisation, Associate Professor Ariane Chebel d’Appollonia , School of Public Affairs and 
Administration, Rutgers University (Newark) and Centre for Political Research at Sciences Po (Paris), 16 
August 2011, 11:00am – 12:30pm. at ANU Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge Street (Bldg 67C), 
Canberra. RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au  
Monash European and EU Centre presentation "Theories of European Integration for the 21st Century: the 
Challenges".  Douglas Webber, Professor of Political Science at the international business school, INSEAD. 
18 August 2011, 5.00 to 7.00pm at Monash University Caulfield campus, Room H782, Lvl 7, Building H, 
Caulfield East. RSVP: to europecentre@monash.edu or ph 9903 4638 
Assessing Higher Education Performance: Initiatives and Implications Symposium, Melbourne, 20-21 
October, the culmination of a three year project funded by the European Union Erasmus Mundus programme, 
involves the Brussels based European Centre for the Strategic Management of Universities  and the LH Martin 
Institute for Higher Education Leadership and Management.   [read more] 
The ANU Centre for European Studies invites applications for the ANU Summer Research Scholarships. 
Applications close 31 August 2011. For further information about the scholarship see: 
http://cass.anu.edu.au/scholarships/srs .or contact: europe@anu.edu.au  
Bill Kent Memorial Essay Competition in European and European Union Studies, funded by the Monash 
European and EU Centre.  Open to all Monash students. First prize: $500, Second prize: $300.  To enter:  
europecentre@monash.edu Closing date:  26 August 2011. 
In August Monash University offers a course "European Union Law; Commerce, Law and Politics". For 
further details contact AngelaWard@lawlibrary.ie, or  0420 607 156.  
Current activities of International Cooperation - 7th Framework Programme. Calls for proposals and a prize 
under the 2011 and 2012 work programmes of the Seventh Framework Programme for Research, 
Technological Development and Demonstration Activities [read more]  
Building an Asia Pacific Community: Economic, Security and Socio-Political Dimensions - Seminar at 
The University of Sydney, 30 August 2011. More information at www.sydney.edu.au/law/events/  or email 
law.events@sydney.edu.au 
The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia announces the 19th Annual Europe Essay 
Competition 2011.  email cesaa@cesaa.org.au . Closing Date Friday 21 October, 2011. Further information 
evan.thompson@monash.edu  
Europe in Crisis: Challenges and Opportunities. Monash European and EU Centre Young Researchers 
Conference 22-23 September 2011.Contact evan.thompson@monash.edu  or [download flyer] 
Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.  Conference in 
Melbourne 1-2 September 2011.  Storey Hall at the city campus of RMIT University, Swanston Street, 
Melbourne. Enquiries to eucentre@rmit.edu.au or visit www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  
Call for Papers: European Dilemmas: Internal and External issues facing the European Union, 
December 7-8, 2011, University of Waikato, New Zealand.  More information: www.eucnetwork.org.nz . 

Upcoming cultural events 
Absent Friends [mariages & consequences] by Sir Alan Ayckbourn - French adaptation, entirely in French 
with English subtitles, 23 to 27 August 2011, Melbourne French Theatre, Collingwood College – corner 
Cromwell Street & McCutcheon Way, Collingwood.  http://www.mftinc.org/  
The Embassy of Spain and the ANU School of Music present internationally acclaimed guitarist Ricardo 
Gallén with renowned Australian guitarist John Griffiths, educator and musicologist.  ANU Students FREE.  
12 August 2011 7pm, Llewellyn Hall, ANU School of Music.  Details at www.music.anu.edu.au  
Exhibition: Handwritten - Ten Centuries of Manuscript Treasures - A German-Australian exhibition 
project, 26 November 2011 - 15 March 2012, National Library of Australia, Canberra, more  
Living in a world heritage – Berlin housing estates 1913–1934 Exhibition 08 August 2011 – 28 October 
2011, Goethe-Institut Australien, Sydney.   further information 
Weimar and Hollywood, Filmseries, 10 August 2011 - 06 November 2011, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 
Domain Theatre, Sydney. further information 
European Development Days  15-16 December 2011 in Warsaw, Poland. In association with EDD, the 
International Documentary Film Festival Global Development in Cinema creates a platform for filmmakers 
interested in global development to screen their products.  http://festival.humandoc.net/en/ 

Council of Europe European Language Day Competition for Primary School students “Europe in 2050” 
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Competition. Entries to Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Level 4, 125 York Street, Sydney 2000, by 10 September 
2011. Winners announced on 22 September 201, works displayed at the Waverley Library. (download flyer) 
Vienna: Art & Design, Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann, Loos, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2011. 18 Jun 
2011 - 09 Oct 2011 NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Exhibition admission fees apply. 
The Enemy at Home - The story of German internees in World War I in Australia, Exhibition, 7 May - 11 
Sep 2011, Museum of Sydney, Sydney [read more]
Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents some of the best productions the Spanish film industry has to offer. 
Far Away So Close - German Life and History in Australia, Exhibition, 1 June - 31 Aug 2011, Goethe-
Institut Australien, Melbourne [read more] 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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