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Humanitarian Aid: new funding for famine victims in the Horn of Africa 

Kristalina Georgieva, the European Commissioner for International Cooperation, 
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response has just returned from her visit to Kenya and 
Somalia, where she announced new aid funding for famine and drought victims in the 
Horn of Africa.  The Commission is making an immediate allocation of 27.8 million 
euros, which comes on top of the 70 million euros already given to the region this year. 

"This unprecedented crisis in the Horn of Africa calls for an unprecedented response," 
said the Commissioner. "This is why, on top of the new funding of €27.8 million, I have 
started the process to mobilise another €60 million to alleviate the suffering of so many 
people. This will bring our response to nearly €158 million."  She added: "Europeans 
have responded generously to this crisis but the situation is getting worse, especially in 
Somalia. Every day more than 3,000 Somalis are fleeing across their country's borders 

to seek food and security in Ethiopia and Kenya. So we must all do more to help not just those families who 
through no fault of their own have been forced to become refugees but also those victims who are still 
suffering today in Somalia." 

This new aid package will provide food and nutrition to the most vulnerable households.  [read more] 

Terrorist attack in Norway 

Following the tragic events in Norway on 22 July 2011, the Council of the 
European Union convened a joint meeting of the two Council working groups on 
terrorism.  Representatives of the Norwegian authorities informed the meeting 
about the events and the ongoing investigation.  Experts from EU member states, 
representatives of several EU bodies and institutions (Europol, European 
External Action Service, European Commission) as well as the office of the EU 
Counterterrorism coordinator, agreed that in confronting the threat of a terrorist 

attack, regardless of its underlying motivation, the effective exchange of information is vital. [read more]  

European Commission President Barroso, on hearing news of the killings in Norway, sent the following 
message to Mr. Jens Stoltenberg, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Norway:  "It is with the utmost shock that 
I have observed the events unfolding in Oslo this afternoon. An attack of this magnitude is not something one 
would expect in Norway, famously associated with peace at home and peace-making abroad. I would like to 
express my deepest condolences to the victims of this despicable attack and their families. I would also like to 
convey my deepest sympathies to you, Prime Minister, and to all Norwegians. My thoughts will remain with 
you." 

Catherine Ashton, EU Representative for Foreign and Security Policy also expressed her deep condolences to 
the families and friends of the victims.  President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, condemned 
the "acts of cowardice for which there is no justification" and sent messages of condolence and solidarity from 
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the European Union to the Prime Minister and the people of Norway. 

Migrants enrich the EU economically and culturally 

On 20 July the European Commission adopted a 'European Agenda for the 
Integration of Third-Country Nationals' to enhance the economic, social and 
cultural benefits of migration in Europe. The Agenda puts the emphasis on 
migrants' full participation in all aspects of collective life and highlights the key 
role of local authorities.  

Cecilia Malmström, the European Commissioner for Home Affairs, said: 
"Successful integration implies that migrants are given the opportunity to 
participate fully in their new communities. Learning the language of the 
receiving country, getting access to employment and education and having the 
socio-economic capacity to support themselves are crucial elements for a 
successful integration. To date, integration of migrants in Europe has not been 
very successful. We must all do more – for the sake of the people coming here, 

but also since well-integrated migrants are an asset for the EU, as they enrich our societies culturally and 
economically." [read more] 

More than 5 million children born in the European Union in 2010 

On 1 January 2011, the population of the EU27 was estimated at 502.5 million, 
compared with 501.1 million on 1 January 2010. The population of the EU27 
grew by 1.4 million in 2010, an annual rate of +2.7 per 1000 inhabitants, due to a 
natural increase of 0.5 million (+1.0‰) and net migration of 0.9 million 
(+1.7‰).  The population of the euro area (EA17) was estimated at 332.0 
million on 1 January 2011, compared with 330.9 million on 1 January 2010. The 
population of the euro area grew by 1.0 million in 2010, an annual rate of 
+3.1‰, due to a natural increase of 0.3 million (+1.0‰) and net migration of 0.7 

million (+2.1‰). Highest natural growth rates in Ireland, Cyprus, France, Luxembourg and the United 
Kingdom  In 2010, 5.4 million children were born in the EU27.  

EU 2012 budget to be trimmed 

On 25 July, the Council adopted its position on the 2012 budget of the European 
Union. It takes due account of the difficult economic situation in many EU 
countries which have taken serious austerity measures.  The Council reduced the 
expenditure increase of 4.9 per cent proposed by the Commission to 2.02 per 
cent compared to 2011. With an expected inflation rate of 2 per cent, this 
amounts to a budget freeze in real terms. After thorough examination of past 
budget implementation, the Council decreased payments by a total of 
3.65 billion euros.  In spite of this strengthened approach, the Council gives 

much importance to the financing of the EU's priorities, such as measures to tackle the effects of the crisis and 
to promote jobs and growth as well as rural development.  The Council wants to limit increases in total EU 
administrative spending (buildings, maintenance, meetings, salaries) to 0.5 per cent. At the same time, the 
Council cut its own administrative expenditure by 5.45 per cent compared to the current financial year. Total 
EU administrative expenditure represents about 6 per cent of the EU budget. [read more] 

€7 billion boost for research and innovation 

The European Union currently funds the largest single research programme on 
the planet – the Seventh Framework Programme - with a budget of more than 
€53 billion for the period 2007-2013. EU Member States have put research and 
innovation at the top of the European political agenda.  On 19 July, 
Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, 
announced nearly €7 billion to kick-start innovation through research. The 
European Commission's biggest ever such funding package, under the EU's 
Seventh Framework Programme for Research (FP7), is expected to create around 
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174,000 jobs in the short-term and nearly 450,000 jobs and nearly €80 billion in GDP growth over 15 years.  
In order to build on the success of the current Seventh Framework Programme for Research, the Commission 
proposed on 29 June a 46 per cent increase in research and innovation funding under the 2014-2020 Multi-
annual Financial Framework, and intends to further streamline and simplifying research and innovation 
funding under the new Horizon 2020 programme which will begin in 2014. [read more] 

Assessing Higher Education Performance: Initiatives and Implications 

This Symposium, to be held in Melbourne on 20-21 October, is the culmination 
of a three year project funded by the European Union Erasmus Mundus 
programme, involving the Brussels based European Centre for the Strategic 
Management of Universities (ESMU) and the LH Martin Institute for Higher 
Education Leadership and Management.  The Symposium will bring together 
leading international and Australian experts to address the importance, relevance 
and policy implications of each of the major initiatives outlined above for 

Australia. 

The Symposium examines prominent international initiatives directed at assessing higher education learning 
and research outcomes. Each initiative examined has global implications for higher education systems, with 
most specifically concerned with an international dimension of performance measurement. Research and 
innovation are at the heart of the European Union’s social and economic development strategies, as is ensuring 
the excellence of research performance. An example of the latter is the UK Research Assessment Exercise 
(RAE), arguably the most well established research outcome assessment initiative in the world, and the 
precursor of similar initiatives in many other countries, including Australia and New Zealand.  [read more]  

Cars, boats and biofuels 

The automotive industry in Europe will now have a greater incentive to invest in 
new technologies that reduce CO2 emissions from new cars, under legislation 
adopted by the European Commission on 25 July. The Regulation enables motor 
manufacturers to receive recognition for CO2 savings achieved by fitting new 
cars with approved "eco-innovations" which reduce emissions. These savings 
will help the industry meet the European target of limiting CO2 emissions from 
new cars to an average of 130 grams/km by 2015.  

The European Commission proposed new legislation that will make the use of jet skis and sailing boats less 
harmful for European waters. Scientific studies show lakes and seashores can be seriously polluted by the 
concentration of nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions resulting from some six million jet skis and motor and 
sailing boats cruising in the EU. The proposed revision of the Recreational Craft Directive (RCD) sets stricter 
limits for NOx, hydrocarbons (HC) and particulate matters for new recreational crafts.  

Biofuels can represent an environmentally-friendly replacement of fossil fuels. However, tropical forests and 
carbon rich peatlands should not be turned into oil palm or sugarcane plantations, and compared to fossil fuels 
biofuels must deliver tangible greenhouse gas savings. The EU has set itself an objective to achieve a 
minimum share of 10% renewable energy in transport by 2020. Where biofuels are used to achieve this target, 
these must meet a set of sustainability requirements. This means that biofuels cannot be produced from areas 
which have a high biodiversity value, such as protected areas, or from areas that store a high amount of carbon, 
such as forests or peatlands.  

Global Development in Cinema 

The sixth edition of European Development Days (EDD) will take place on 15-
16 December 2011 in Warsaw, Poland. In association with EDD, the 
International Documentary Film Festival Global Development in Cinema 

intends to create a platform for filmmakers interested in global development to screen their products and to 
promote the public view, debate and meaningful action.  Productions from around the world will feature, with 
the Pacific having a strong presence. http://festival.humandoc.net/en/  

European Day of Languages 2011
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Council of Europe European Language Day Competition for Students of Primary 
Schools “Europe in 2050” Competition. We are inviting primary school students 
to present an image of an aspect of Europe in 2050 such as food, cities, 
monuments, people etc. The image can be a drawing, a painting, a photo or a 
collage. The competition is open to students between the ages of 5 and 12. The 
task is to produce an image that represents a characteristic of ‘Europe’ with a 

maximum size of A3. Please send entries to the Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Level 4, 125 York Street, Sydney 
2000, no later than 10 September 2011. Winners will be announced on 22 September 2011 and their works will 
be displayed at the Waverley Library. (download flyer) 

Academic news and events 
The European Union: Still an Elite Project? This presentation by Professor Luca Verzichelli, Italian Politics 
and Public Policy Analysis, and Dean of the Faculty of Political Science at the University of Siena, will present 
an overview of the current state of the ‘Europeanness’ among top decision makers in European countries. ANU 
Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge Street (Bldg 67C), Canberra.  RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au . 
Thursday 4 August 2011, 11:00am – 12:30pm.  
The ANU Centre for European Studies invites applications for the ANU Summer Research Scholarships. 
The scholarships provide promising students with experience of research work. Applications open 1 August 
2011, and close 31 August 2011. For further information about the scholarship see: 
http://cass.anu.edu.au/scholarships/srs .For enquiries regarding supervision of Europe-related projects contact: 
europe@anu.edu.au  
Bill Kent Memorial Essay Competition in European and European Union Studies, funded by the Monash 
European and EU Centre.  Open to all Monash students. First prize: $500, Second prize: $300.  To enter: email 
your essay together with your name and student ID number to: europecentre@monash.edu Closing date:  
Friday 26 August 2011. Questions? Please contact europecentre@monash.edu 
In August Monash University will be offering a course that is a first of its kind for Australian professionals 
engaged in EU affairs. "European Union Law; Commerce, Law and Politics" addresses the core elements of 
the workings of the EU that are of most relevance to professionals working with the EU from the outside. For 
further details contact AngelaWard@lawlibrary.ie, or by telephone on 0420 607 156. Information on 
registering for the course can be obtained by contacting Law-postgraduate@monash.edu 
Current activities of International Cooperation - 7th Framework Programme. Calls for proposals and a prize 
under the 2011 and 2012 work programmes of the Seventh Framework Programme for Research, 
Technological Development and Demonstration Activities [read more]  
Voiceless’s annual Animal Law Lecture Series returns 1–15 August 2011 with leading European Union 
policy advisor Peter Stevenson, international guest lecturer. Peter will be sharing his experience in lobbying for 
legislative change to improve conditions for farm animals, including the leading role he played in winning the 
EU bans on veal crates, battery cages and sow stalls as well as a new status for animals in EU law as sentient 
beings. Join the Voiceless team to hear Peter as he shares ‘Reflections from the European Union’. 2 August 
2011, 6.15pm – 7.30pm (doors open from 6pm) at the Law Theatre, ANU College of Law, Fellows Road, 
Australian National University. [read more] 
Building an Asia Pacific Community: Economic, Security and Socio-Political Dimensions - Seminar at 
The University of Sydney, 30 August 2011. This mini-symposium will consider regulatory and legal 
implications of the proposal by Australia’s present Foreign Minister to go beyond existing mechanisms within 
the vibrant Asia-Pacific region to promote an “Asia Pacific community” entrenching better “habits of 
cooperation” in economic, security and socio-political affairs. More information at 
www.sydney.edu.au/law/events/  or law.events@sydney.edu.au 
The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia proudly announces the 19th annual Europe 
Essay Competition 2011.   Best essay by an undergraduate (2 - 3,000 words) and best essay by an honours or 
postgraduate student (4- 6,000 words). Send an electronic version of your essay to: cesaa@cesaa.org.au . 
Ensure the subject heading reads ‘CESAA ESSAY COMP'. Closing Date Friday 21 October, 2011. Further 
information evan.thompson@monash.edu  
Europe in Crisis: Challenges and Opportunities. Monash European and EU Centre Young Researchers 
Conference 22-23 September 2011, Call for Papers.  Abstracts of approximately 300 words should be 
submitted by 22 July 2011 to europecentre@monash.edu . For further information or enquiries contact 
evan.thompson@monash.edu  or [download flyer] 
Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.  Conference in 
Melbourne 1-2 September 2011.  The EU Centre at RMIT University with the School of Media and 
Communication (RMIT) and Media and Democracy in Eastern Europe Research Project (MDCEE) 
(University of Oxford, UK) invite you to attend the Centre's inaugural annual conference.   Storey Hall at 
the city campus of RMIT University, Swanston Street, Melbourne. Enquiries to eucentre@rmit.edu.au or 
visit www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  
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The EU’s Biofuels Policy Road: Driving Lessons for Australia? Adrian Kay, Crawford School of 
Economics & Government, ANU. Tuesday 2 August 2011, 11:00am – 12:30pm. Is the EU able to deliver on 
the biofuels component of its climate change agenda? Drawing on a UK ESRC-funded research project on the 
three main biofuels markets (the EU, USA and Brazil), Adrian Kay will focus on the dynamics of biofuels 
markets and EU policies. ANU Centre for European Studies. RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au  
Call for Papers: European Dilemmas: Internal and External issues facing the European Union, 
December 7-8, 2011, University of Waikato, New Zealand.  This is a multidisciplinary conference to 
investigate the broad phenomena which currently impact greatly on the EU, whether internally or externally. 
 In the first instance we are calling for abstracts from potential presenters.  Abstracts of 300 words should be 
submitted online by 1 August 2011.  Please go to www.eucnetwork.org.nz . 

Upcoming cultural events 
Bilingual Trivia Evening : Join us for a fun filled evening hosted by Das Zentrum. Questions will be asked in 
both English and German. You don’t need to be fluent in both languages – one will do. Organise a group of 6 
or form a table on the night. 7.00pm, Friday 5 August 2011 at Der Keller at the Harmonie German Club, 49 
Jerrabomberra Ave, Narrabundah. $20.00 person ($18.00 members; $15.00 school students) includes supper 
along with coffee and tea RSVP by 4 August on tel: 6295 3565 or email: william.maude@bigpond.com 
Australian-German Institute Inc. http://www.daszentrum.org.au/    
Vienna: Art & Design, Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann, Loos, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2011. Stylish, 
provocative, rebellious, and unforgettable – the world has seen nothing like Vienna in 1900. 18 Jun 2011 - 
09 Oct 2011 NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Exhibition admission fees apply. 
The Enemy at Home - The story of German internees in World War I in Australia, Exhibition, 7 May - 11 
Sep 2011, Museum of Sydney, Sydney [read more]
Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents a fascinating showcase including some of the best productions the 
Spanish film industry has to offer.  A unique Spanish film each month throughout 2011. 
Far Away So Close - German Life and History in Australia, Exhibition, 1 June - 31 Aug 2011, Goethe-
Institut Australien, Melbourne [read more] 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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