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Vote in the Greek Parliament on the revised economic programme 

On 30 June, President of the European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso, and 
President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy issued a joint 
statement following the vote in the Greek Parliament on the implementing 
measures for the revised economic programme. 

"We strongly welcome today's approval by the Greek Parliament of the implementing legislation for the 
country's revised economic programme. This was the second, decisive step Greece needed to take in order to 
return to a sustainable path. In very difficult circumstances, it was another act of national responsibility. 

The conditions are now in place for a decision on the disbursement of the next tranche of financial assistance 
for Greece and for rapid progress on a second assistance package. We reiterate Europe's unwavering support 
and solidarity for the Greek people, in whose future we are confident. In view of the hard work that still lies 
ahead, we repeat our call for all political parties to work together to take their country forward." [read more] 

June European Council 

On 23 and 24 June the 27 EU Heads of State and government approved the 
results achieved by the Economy and Finance Ministers (ECOFIN) on 20 June, 
particularly concerning recommendations made by countries as part of the 
European Semester. They asked finance ministers to decide on a second aid plan 
to Greece in July. They also officially appointed Mario Draghi as future 

president of the European Central Bank.  Mr Draghi is to take office on 1 November 2011.  

The Council set guidelines for the development of a European migration policy and notably a mechanism 
enabling the Schengen Area to respond to exceptional circumstances. They gave their green light to Croatia's 
EU membership and approved a report on Roma integration. On Europe's southern neighbourhood they 
approved the revision of the European Neighbourhood Policy and condemned the ongoing violence in Libya, 
Syria and in Yemen. They also supported renewed negotiations in the Middle East. [read more] 

The EU's budget – busting the myths 

The European Union's budget provides important value added to the lives of its 
500 million citizens. It is small (around 1% of EU gross national income) but 
produces concrete results on many things where financing at EU level gives a 
better return on investment. The EU budget is often written about, but not always 
correctly. A memo issued on 29 June sets out a number of commonly held 
misconceptions and provides the real facts and figures. 
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A common misconception is that the EU's Common Agriculture Policy creates food surpluses and hurts 
farmers in the world's poorest countries, but 10 years of reforms have made the EU's agricultural policy more 
development-friendly.  Today, around 70% of the EU's agricultural imports originate from developing 
countries.  The average EU farmer receives less than half of what the average US farmer receives in public 
support.  The EU is not only the biggest donor of development aid in the world but also the largest trade 
partner for Africa.  Almost 40% of African exports go to the EU, and the value of EU agricultural imports of 
agricultural products from developing countries is 20% higher than the figures for the USA, Canada, Japan, 
Australia and New Zealand put together.  [read more] 

The Commission and the UN agencies team up to fight food insecurity 

On 27 June the European Commission, together with the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the 
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) launched a new Strategic 
Framework of Cooperation to address food insecurity and malnutrition worldwide. 
This agreement was signed during the Annual Meeting of the FAO in Rome and builds 
on existing agreements with WFP and FAO. Today, around 925 million of people in 
the world remain undernourished. The poor are particularly vulnerable to crises, the 
negative effects of climate change and high food prices. Over the past year, more than 
40 million people have been pushed into extreme poverty by an increase in food prices. 
The three Rome-based Organisations are the key UN forces in food security and 
nutrition. The European Commission is one of the biggest global donors in the area of 
food security. Humanitarian food assistance is the single largest aid sector in the EU's 

humanitarian budget, representing more than €1.1 billion from 2007 to 2010. Additionally, around €850 
million is allocated to fight food insecurity each year through food assistance.  With these institutions joining 
forces, the international community will be better equipped to achieve better food security and nutrition on the 
ground both in the short and the longer term. [read more] 

Journalist Award for Emissions Trading proposal

Winner of the 2011 EU-Qantas journalist award is Environment writer for The Age, 
Adam Morton, with the theme 'Carbon Policy: the EU's use of emissions trading and 
complementary climate policies in cutting emissions and transforming the 
economy'. Adam's winning proposal was announced on 22 June at the National Press 
Club by Andrea Nicolaj, First Counsellor of the European Union Delegation. 

Mr Nicolaj said 'This year's winner has chosen a very topical debate here and around 
the world, dealing as it does with climate change and the policies devised to mitigate 
global warming. You might know that the EU has had an ETS since 2005 and has also 

adopted a range of other policies in this regard.'  

"The claim is frequently made that Australia is 'going it alone' in pricing carbon."  said Adam.  "This suggests 
the EU emissions trading scheme remains poorly understood both at the political level and by the broader 
public."  

When Adam takes up the Award in October, he aims to rectify this misunderstanding by undertaking a detailed 
examination of the design and impact of the EU ETS, and an examination of the development of clean and 
low-emissions energy sources across the EU.  [read more] 

Trains, planes and automobiles

The European Union will join its first international organisation for transport 
after signing an agreement on the accession by the EU to the Convention 
concerning International Carriage by Rail.  The accession agreement enters into 
force on 1 July. 

European environment ministers took stock on 21 June of a European 
Commission report stating that third-country airlines are reluctant to pay for carbon they emit by participating 
in a new EU emissions trading scheme (ETS) for aviation, and that negotiations may lead to exemptions.  
Airlines from China, Russia, the US and Latin America say that the cost of participating in ETS for aviation - 
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passed on to passengers - will be unreasonably high.  "But why should "a student flying from Scotland to 
Germany pay a CO2 emission fee while a Chinese businessman flying from Beijing to Europe does not?", asks 
Connie Hedegaard, the EU's environment commissioner. As from 1 January 2012 the EU ETS for aviation will 
apply to all flights arriving or departing from an EU airport, covering all operators regardless of whether they 
are based in the EU. It is the first step towards the final goal, a global sectoral agreement covering all 
greenhouse gas emissions from aviation.  Under the ETS directive, incoming flights to Europe with airlines 
from third countries may be exempted from the scheme if those airlines take "equivalent measures" of their 
own to reduce CO2 emission.  [read more] 

Average CO2 emissions from new cars in the EU dropped by almost 4% last year, the second biggest annual 
fall ever recorded, a database published by the European Environment Agency shows. Climate Action 
Commissioner Connie Hedegaard said: "These data show again that setting targets delivers results and 
stimulates the car industry to put greener cars on the market. These innovations also ensure that Europe's car 
industry remains competitive in the changing global market." [read more] 

Reducing greenhouse emissions from ships

European Commission Vice-President Siim Kallas and Climate Action 
Commissioner Connie Hedegaard met on 28 June with the shipping industry, 
Member States and the European Parliament to discuss how to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from shipping in the short, medium and long term. 
Participants called for the adoption of the Energy Efficient Design Index 
developed by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) at the next meeting 
of the IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee in July. The index 
contains technical requirements to improve the design of new ships in order to 

reduce both their fuel consumption and emissions. [read more]  

New name for EU 'FP8'

After seven Framework Programmes for research and technological 
development, a new name has been chosen for the eighth: Horizon 2020, chosen 
by popular vote.  

Horizon 2020 is a redesigned, integrated funding system that will cover all 
research and innovation funding currently provided through the Framework 
Programme, the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) 
and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT). As its new name 
implies, the programme will run until 2020.  [read more] 

10 years of the euro: and the winner is … 

Euro-area citizens and residents have selected the winning design of a new euro 
coin that will be issued next January to commemorate 10 years of euro 
banknotes and coins. Close to 35 000 people voted in an online competition from 
a choice of five designs that had been pre-selected by a professional jury 
following a design competition among citizens from the whole euro area. The 
new commemorative 2-euro coin will be issued by all euro-area Member States. 
It is estimated that some 90 million of these coins will be put into circulation. 
[read more]  

Polish Presidency 2011 

Today marks the start of Poland’s chairmanship of the Council of the European 
Union. Poland is taking over the Presidency from Hungary which has presided 
over the EU for the past six months.  The Polish Presidency gets under way amid 
many serious economic and social challenges now facing the European Union. 
Poland’s program and plan of activity are its response to those challenges. The 

goals to be pursued over the next six months are efforts to deepen the integration of the EU market which 
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should lead to swifter economic growth. Efforts will also be made to further enlarge the EU and strengthen 
cooperation with neighbours, guaranteeing greater stability in this region of the world, both in the south and 
the east. Another goal is the strengthening of Europe’s energy, food and military security. [read more]  

Croatia on track to join the EU in 2013

EU Member States decided on 30 June to close accession negotiations with Croatia, which 
should allow for the signature of the Accession Treaty by the end of the year. Following 
the ratification procedure in all Member States and Croatia, accession is foreseen for 1 
July 2013. 

''We are celebrating this historic event with our Croatian friends: within 20 years as an 
independent republic, Croatia has changed tremendously. It has made impressive 

progress towards meeting the EU membership criteria. This is being rewarded today'', said Stefan Füle, EU 
Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy. Today's decision marks a successful end 
to six years of negotiations during which Croatia has been asked not only to adopt new laws and regulations to 
comply with EU standards, but also to implement them, thus proving the reforms have taken an irreversible 
course of action. [read more] 

Academic news and events 
11 & 12 July, ANU Centre for European Studies: Mr Thomas Roe of the European Commission. Mr Roe's 
professional interests and experience include relations between the European Union and Asia. Monday 11 July, 
Mr Roe public lecture, followed by Q&A, details in the flyer. Tuesday 12 July roundtable forum at the ANU 
Centre for European Studies [invitation only] "ASEM, the Challenges of enlargement for Europe and 
Asia." RSVP : europe@anu.edu.au or ring the Centre administrator, Ms Jane Coultas, (02) 6125 9896 by 
Friday 8 July 2011. download flyer 
Public Seminar: Europe's Painful Farewell. Speaker: Dr Oliver Marc Hartwich,  The Centre for Independent 
Studies, Sydney. Date: Wednesday 13 July 2011, 1:30pm - 2:30pm.  Europe is a continent in crisis. The 
financial problems of many European economies became visible to the rest of world when Greece seemed to 
have narrowly escaped bankruptcy in May 2010. Venue: ANU Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge 
Street (Bldg 67C), Canberra. RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au by Monday 11 July 2011 download flyer
The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia proudly announces the 19th annual Europe 
Essay Competition 2011.   Best essay by an undergraduate (2 - 3,000 words) and best essay by an honours or 
postgraduate student (4- 6,000 words) will be awarded gift vouchers to the value of $200 and $400 
respectively.  Send an electronic version of your essay to: cesaa@cesaa.org.au . Ensure the subject heading 
reads ‘CESAA ESSAY COMP' Closing Date Friday 21 October, 2011. For further information please contact 
evan.thompson@monash.edu  
Europe in Crisis: Challenges and Opportunities. Monash European and EU Centre Young Researchers 
Conference 22-23 September 2011, Call for Papers.  Abstracts of approximately 300 words should be 
submitted by Friday 22 July 2011 to europecentre@monash.edu . Successful applicants will be notified by 
email by the end of July. The two best papers have the chance to be published in a special section of the 
Australian and New Zealand Journal of European Studies. For further information or enquiries contact 
evan.thompson@monash.edu  or [download flyer] 
Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.  Conference in 
Melbourne 1-2 September 2011.  The EU Centre at RMIT University with the School of Media and 
Communication (RMIT) and Media and Democracy in Eastern Europe Research Project (MDCEE) 
(University of Oxford, UK) invite you to attend the Centre's inaugural annual conference.   The conference 
will be held in Storey Hall at the city campus of RMIT University, Swanston Street, Melbourne. Enquiries 
to eucentre@rmit.edu.au . For more information about the conference please visit the EU Centre Website: 
www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  
Call for Papers: European Dilemmas: Internal and External issues facing the European Union, 
December 7-8, 2011, University of Waikato, New Zealand.  This is a multidisciplinary conference to 
investigate the broad phenomena which currently impact greatly on the EU, whether internally or externally. 
 In the first instance we are calling for abstracts from potential presenters.  Abstracts of 300 words should be 
submitted online by 1 August 2011.  Please go to www.eucnetwork.org.nz . Successful applicants will be 
notified by email by the end of August. Full conference registration will open in early September.  

Upcoming cultural events 

Page 4 of 5European Union Delegation to Australia newsletter 313

4/07/2011https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=641908&u=...



 

The National Film and Sound Archive, in cooperation with the German Embassy Canberra and the Goethe 
Institut Australia, presents German films this July at NFSA. [download press release] 
Vienna: Art & Design, Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann, Loos, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2011. Stylish, 
provocative, rebellious, and unforgettable – the world has seen nothing like Vienna in 1900. 18 Jun 2011 - 
09 Oct 2011 NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Exhibition admission fees apply. 
The Enemy at Home - The story of German internees in World War I in Australia, Exhibition, 7 May - 11 
Sep 2011, Museum of Sydney, Sydney [read more]
Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents a fascinating showcase including some of the best productions the 
Spanish film industry has to offer.  A unique Spanish film each month throughout 2011. 
Far Away So Close - German Life and History in Australia, Exhibition, 1 June - 31 Aug 2011, Goethe-
Institut Australien, Melbourne [read more] 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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