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High-level international conference on Commodities and Raw materials 

On 14 June the European Commission staged a high-level conference on 
"Commodities and Raw materials: Challenges and Policy responses". Key note 
speeches were delivered by the European Commission President, José Manuel 
Barroso, and the President of the French Republic, Nicolas Sarkozy.  

In his speech, President Barroso stated that an 'emerging consensus is forming on 
the need to give greater transparency and an appropriate level of regulation' to these markets. Bringing 
together both producer and consumer countries, 'without a doubt the G20 is the most appropriate forum for 
dealing with these issues,' and called for coordinated international action. 

The conference discussed the causes of price volatility as well as the role of markets, and looked at the best 
way for countries and the EU to guarantee secure supplies.  The EU is developing, as part of the EU's overall 
Raw Materials Initiative, a wide range of bilateral activities, ranging from trade agreements to policy 
dialogues. Speakers included representatives of governments, industry, the financial sector as well as 
influential opinion formers from Australia, Africa, Brazil, China, India, Russia, United States and other 
countries; and representatives of the World Bank, the OECD, the International Energy Agency and the 
Commission of the African Union.   [read more] 

 Asia-Europe Summit looks at global issues  

Global security and the world economy were at the centre of talks among foreign 
ministers at the Asia-Europe ASEM summit, held on 6 and 7 June 2011.  The 
countries represented at the summit in Godollo, near the Hungarian capital 
Budapest, account for half of global economic output and 60 per cent of world 
trade as well as being home to 60 per cent of the world's population. After the 
first round of discussions Catherine Ashton, the EU's High Representative for 
Foreign Affairs and Security said discussions had ranged from climate change to 

food and energy security and the issue of maritime piracy. The overall theme of the informal summit was 
"non-traditional security challenges."  ASEM, founded in 1996, now includes the 10 members of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) plus China, Japan and South Korea. Europe is represented 
by all 27 European Union member states, and Russia, India, Mongolia, Pakistan, Australia and New Zealand 
complete the inter-regional line up.  [read more] 

EU HR Catherine Ashton with Australia's Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd at the ASEM Foreign Ministers 
summit 

 Euronews opens largest international newsroom in Brussels
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Looking for the latest news on Europe?  Or perhaps a European perspective on international news?  Euronews 
has just reinforced its presence in Brussels by setting up a new newsroom, with a team of over twenty 
professionals, a new studio and the latest production facilities. The new 600 sq. m office is located in the heart 
of the European district and has become the largest international news bureau located in Brussels.  The 
euronews teams report on European affairs and international news in 10 languages: Arabic, English, Farsi, 
French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Turkish. 

Euronews, the No. 1 international news channel in Europe, covers current events around the clock, everywhere 
in the world. With 10 language teams and 370 journalists from more than 20 countries, Euronews is a unique 
organisation in its approach to analysing and presenting the news. Established in 1993 in Lyon, France, the 
channel is viewed by 7.5 million people daily in Europe. Euronews reaches 350 million homes in 155 
countries via all broadcasting modes. [read more] 

Children in the spotlight 

On 12 June, in commemoration of the World Day against Child Labour, EU 
High Representative/Vice-President Catherine Ashton, Vice-President Viviane 
Reding, Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs and Commissioner for 
Trade Karel De Gucht issued a joint statement welcoming the steady decline in 
child labour since 2006.  In that year the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) set a visionary target to eliminate the worst forms of child labour by 2016. 

"Nevertheless" says the joint statement, "there are no grounds for complacency: 
a staggering 115 million children are still exposed to hazardous work, and the 

global decrease in child labour is not prevalent in all regions and among all categories of children." 

Meanwhile, at the 'Saving Children's Lives - the GAVI Alliance Pledging Conference for Immunisation' on 13 
June in London, European Commissioner for Development, Andris Piebalgs, announced the pledge of €10 
million to help immunize millions of people against preventable diseases.  The European Commission recently 
pledged €20 million for GAVI (the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization) between 2011 and 2013. 
This builds on the previous commitment of €220 million to support immunization programmes; €53.4 
million of which was spent through the alliance. [read more] 

EU and US join forces on global health and aid effectiveness  

European Commissioner Andris Piebalgs and USAID Administrator Dr Rajiv 
Shah met in London on 13 June as part of the EU-US Development Dialogue. 
The EU and the US, the world's two largest aid donors, will intensify their 
cooperation on global health, climate change, food security and aid 
effectiveness. Responsible for a total of 90 percent of official development 
assistance in the area of health, they agreed on setting up a task force of health 
experts to explore options of future joint work within the framework of the EU's 
policy on Global Health and the US Global Health Initiative.  

Ahead of the meeting, Commissioner Piebalgs said: "The EU and the US 
represent 80% of global aid. Our cooperation on strategic areas can make a real difference. The EU-US 
Development Dialogue is an excellent forum for debate and cooperation in development aid and we need to 
use it to its full potential. Our work on health is particularly pertinent. Maternal and infant health are still 
among the most off-track Millennium Development Goals, which reflects the weakness of many health systems 
and their need for support ". [read more] 

Demographic changes in Europe

The EU27 population is projected to increase from 501 million on 1 January 
2010 to 525 million in 2035, to peak at 526 million around 2040, and thereafter 
gradually decline to 517 million in 2060. The EU27 population is also projected 
to continue to grow older, with the share of the population aged 65 years and 
over rising from 17 percent in 2010 to 30 percent in 2060, and those aged 80 and 
over rising from 5 percent to 12 percent over the same period.  
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In 2009, 776,000 persons acquired citizenship of an EU27 Member State. In 2008 it was 699,000 persons. The 
new citizens in the EU27 in 2009 came mainly from Africa (29 percent of the total number of citizenships 
acquired), Asia (24 percent), non-EU27 Europe (22 percent), North and South America (15 percent) and 
Oceania (1 percent). [read more]  

On 10 June the European Council issued its Conclusions on Borders, Migration and Asylum, saying "The 
Council reaffirms that free movement of persons in an area without controls at internal borders is one of the 
most tangible and successful achievements of European integration. It is in the interest of the European Union 
and its citizens that the Schengen area is preserved, including relevant security aspects." 

Croatia one step closer to becoming the European Union's 28th member state 

"Today is a historic day for Croatia and for the European Union. The European 
Commission has just proposed to the EU Council of Ministers to close the last 
four chapters in the accession negotiations with Croatia. This paves the way for 
Croatia to join the EU as the 28th Member State as of 1 July 2013." Commission 
President José Manuel Barroso said in a statement on 10 June. "This is also in 
the EU’s self-interest. As I saw again during my two recent visits to the region, a 

credible enlargement policy remains our most important tool for strengthening mutual stability and prosperity 
in South Eastern Europe." 

Accession talks with Croatia were launched in 2005.  The approval process for Croatia's accession is expected 
to take around 18 months. [read more] 

 European economy 

GDP increased by 0.8 percent in both the euro area and the EU27 during the first 
quarter of 2011, compared with the previous quarter. In the fourth quarter of 
2010, growth rates were +0.3 percent in the euro area and +0.2 percent in the 22 
EU27.  

The EU27 external current account recorded a deficit of 32.8 billion euro in the 
first quarter of 2011, compared with a deficit of 27.7 bn in the first quarter of 2010 and a deficit of 18.2 bn in 
the fourth quarter of 2010. In the first quarter of 2011, the EU27 external balance of trade in goods was in 
deficit by 41.8 bn euro, compared with a deficit of 32.6 bn in the first quarter of 2010 and a deficit of 29.3 bn 
in the fourth quarter of 2010. In the first quarter of 2011, the external balance of trade in services was in 
surplus by 19.2 bn euro, compared with a surplus of 11.5 bn in the first quarter of 2010 and a surplus of 20.8 
bn in the fourth quarter of 2010.   

In April 2011, compared with March 2011, the volume of retail trade rose by 0.9 percent in the euro area and 
by 1.1 percent in the EU27. In March retail trade fell by 0.9 percent and 0.8 percent respectively. In April 
2011, compared with April 2010, the retail sales index increased by 1.1 percent in the euro area and by 1.9 
percent in the EU27.   [read more]  

Erasmus: record number of students receive EU grants for study abroad 

More than 213,000 students received 'Erasmus' grants to study or train abroad 
during the 2009/10 academic year – a new record and a 7.4 percent increase on 
the previous year's figure. Erasmus is the world's most successful student 
exchange programme and, on current trends, the EU will reach its target of 
supporting 3 million European students by 2012/13 since the programme's 

launch in 1987. The three most popular destinations for students in 2009/10 were Spain, France and the United 
Kingdom. Spain sent the largest number of students abroad, followed by France and Germany. 61 percent of 
Erasmus students were female in the year in question.  The EU invested €415 million in Erasmus in 2009/10. 

Erasmus Mundus is the cooperation and mobility programme in the field of higher education that aims to 
enhance the quality of European higher education and to promote dialogue and understanding between people 
and cultures through cooperation with Third-Countries, including Australia and New Zealand.  [read more] 
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EU tube: Languages mean Business 

"Languages mean business" is an initiative from the European Commission's 
Directorate General for Education and Culture. The objective is to promote the 
use of foreign languages by small and medium sized companies by raising 
awareness about how language strategies can significantly improve business 

perspectives. http://www.ec.europa.eu/languages/languages-mean-business/  [watch video]  EUtube - 
http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 
The European Union Centre at RMIT and RMIT Gallery present Gioielli d'Autore Padova e la Scuola 
dell'oro, Jewellery in Europe and Australia.  Free Seminar.  Participating jewellers from Padua, Alberta Vita 
and Lucia Davanzo, join Melbourne jewellers Elfrun Lach and Teresa Lane to discuss jewellery in Europe and 
Australia. Chaired by Mark Edgoose, coordinator of undergraduate studies (Gold and Silversmithing), School 
of Art, RMIT. Friday 24 June, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm, at RMIT Storey Hall, Conference Rooms 1 & 2/ Building 
16 / Level 7,  336-348 Swanston Street. Booking essential: 03 9925 1717. Email: eucentre@rmit.edu.au . Web: 
www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre
Call for Papers: European Dilemmas: Internal and External issues facing the European Union, 
December 7-8, 2011, University of Waikato, New Zealand.  This is a multidisciplinary conference to 
investigate the broad phenomena which currently impact greatly on the EU, whether internally or externally. 
 In the first instance we are calling for abstracts from potential presenters.  Abstracts of 300 words should be 
submitted online by 1 August 2011.  Please go to www.eucnetwork.org.nz . Successful applicants will be 
notified by email by the end of August. Full conference registration will open in early September.  
Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.  Conference in 
Melbourne 1-2 September 2011.  The EU Centre at RMIT University with the School of Media and 
Communication (RMIT) and Media and Democracy in Eastern Europe Research Project (MDCEE) 
(University of Oxford, UK) invite you to attend the Centre's inaugural annual conference.   The conference 
will be held in Storey Hall at the city campus of RMIT University, Swanston Street, Melbourne. Enquiries 
to eucentre@rmit.edu.au . For more information about the conference please visit the EU Centre Website: 
www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  
The Australian National University Centre for European Studies is hosting an exhibition in partnership with 
the Embassy of Ireland focusing on the life and works of William Butler Yeats. The exhibition opens on 
Friday 17 June and runs till 31 June 2011, 10am-4pm weekdays. Members of the public are warmly invited. 
Enquiries to: Europe@anu.edu.au 

Upcoming cultural events 
International tenor and Chief Cantor of the Vienna Jewish Community, Shmuel Barzilai, will sing a selection 
of popular Yiddish songs accompanied by outstanding Canberra pianist James Huntingford in the Wesley 
Music Centre Lunchtime Live series. 22 June  2011 from 12.40pm to 1.20pm, 20 National Circuit, Forrest. $2 
or paper note entry.  Enquiries: Wesley Music Centre: 6232 7248.  No bookings 
required. www.wesleycanberra.org.au/music
The Sydney Film Festival this year features films from 17 of the EU's 27 member countries.  The Festival 
runs from 8 – 19 June.  www.sff.org.au [read more] 
German movies - "The new New German Cinema" at the National Film and Sound Archive Canberra, July 
2011 - joint project of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany and the National Film and Sound 
Archive, with the support of the Goethe Institut Australia. [read more] 
Vienna: Art & Design, Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann, Loos, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2011. Stylish, 
provocative, rebellious, and unforgettable – the world has seen nothing like Vienna in 1900. 18 Jun 2011 - 
09 Oct 2011 NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Exhibition admission fees apply. 
Traditional German lantern walk - Come along and enjoy  German tradition together with mulled wine 
and sausages - Sunday, 19 June 2011, 5.30 to 7.00 pm, Glebe Park, Canberra [read more]  
The Enemy at Home - The story of German internees in World War I in Australia, Exhibition, 7 May - 11 
Sep 2011, Museum of Sydney, Sydney [read more]
Bloomsday, 16 June 2011. James Joyce and the Nation, three great events. University of 
Melbourne. Bookings essential: Bob, on 98982900.  More info on 
http://www.bloomsdayinmelbourne.org.au/  

Far Away So Close - German Life and History in Australia, Exhibition, 1 June - 31 Aug 2011, Goethe-
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Institut Australien, Melbourne [read more] 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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