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The EU at the G8 Summit  

On 26 and 27 May the Heads of State and Government of the G8 member 
countries (USA, Canada, France, UK, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia), together 
with the European Union, met in Deauville, France.  European Council President 
Van Rompuy and European Commission President Barroso issued a joint 
statement paying tribute to the success of the G8 Summit. 

"On Northern Africa and the Middle East, we have agreed on a global concerted response. The Deauville 
Partnership builds very much on the EU’s new partnership with the region, as clearly reflected in the Summit 
Declaration.  

With the G8 we remain fully committed to strengthen the multilateral system and liberalize world trade in line 
with the Doha mandate. We are pleased that the G8 specifically mentions the priorities of the Least Developed 
Countries, for which the EU already provides duty- and quota free access.  

On nuclear safety, the G8 agreement to review international standards, as the EU has asked for, shows that 
the G8 is serious about learning lessons from Fukushima. We are particularly pleased with the G8 
endorsement of the need for stress tests around the globe.  [read more]   

photo: European Commission President Barroso with US President Obama at the G8 Summit 

EU-Japan to pursue FTA 

The 20th EU – Japan Summit took place in Brussels on 28 May 2011. The 
Summit was hosted by Herman van Rompuy, President of the European Council, 
and by José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission. Trade 
Commissioner Karel De Gucht also attended. Japan was represented by Prime 
Minister Naoto Kan.  Preparatory discussions to negotiate a free-exchange 
agreement and a global treaty between the Union and Japan were launched. 

WTO negotiations, climate talks, the Near East, North Korea and the UN reform were also discussed. 

At the conclusion of the Summit, European Commission President José Manuel Barroso said "Today, Japan 
and the EU decided to launch the process towards a Free Trade Agreement.  Both sides want such an 
agreement to be substantial and meaningful, and to tackle all the real issues that affect trade between us. So, I 
am pleased that we have agreed to move ahead on this basis. And I am very grateful for the leadership and 
commitment expressed by Prime Minister Kan today."  [read more]  

EU Economic governance: a major step forward 

Page 1 of 5European Union Delegation to Australia newsletter 311

3/06/2011https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=640262&u=...



The EU and its Member States have taken a series of important decisions that will mean stronger economic 
and budgetary coordination for the EU as a whole and for the euro area in particular. In this way, an imbalance 
that has existed between the two parts of Europe's Economic and Monetary Union is being rectified. The 
decisions will ensure that Member States more closely coordinate their economic policies – something the 
crisis has shown to be essential. As a result, the EU's interdependent economies will be better placed to chart a 
path to growth and job creation. It is a major step forward. The new economic governance is based on the three 
main responses to the crisis: reinforcing a common economic agenda with closer EU surveillance; 
safeguarding the stability of the euro area and repairing the financial sector. [read more] 

Commission authorises extension of bank support schemes in Ireland and 
Spain  

On 1 June the European Commission authorised, under EU state aid rules, a six 
month prolongation of guarantees schemes for credit institutions in Ireland and 
Spain, until 31 December 2011.  The Commission considers the extension of the 
measures to be in line with its guidance on support measures for banks during the 
financial crisis. In particular, the extended measures are well targeted, 
proportionate and limited in time and scope.  [read more]  

Carbon emissions highest ever levels, according to International Energy Agency

Connie Hedegaard, EU Commissioner for Climate Action, on 30 May issued a 
forthright statement on the latest carbon emissions estimates by the International 
Energy Agency (IEA).  ''Carbon emissions are at their highest ever levels in 
history, according to the latest estimates from the IEA. The figures mean that the 
world is very far from achieving the goal of preventing a temperature rise of 
more that 2 degrees Celsius. One wonders how many more worrying figures the 
world needs. The promises of world leaders at Copenhagen and Cancun to stay 
below 2 degrees of warming need urgently to be followed by more action.  In the 
European Union, emissions from the sectors covered by the EU Emissions 
Trading System (EU ETS) have actually decreased by more than 8% in the 
period 2008-2010, the same timeframe covered by the IEA estimates. This of 
course reflects a new global reality and differences in where economic recession 

hit hardest as well as in regions' capacity to recover. But added to that is the fact that we in Europe have 
specific policies, binding targets and a price on carbon. Europe has committed to an ambitious agenda of 
climate action. We look to our partners to do likewise.'' said Hedegaard.  [read more]  

A more protective and effective Common European Asylum System  

The European Commission on 1 June proposed modifications to the Common 
European Asylum System, to be established by 2012. The modified proposals 
simplify the rules, increase clarity and coherence between the different 
instruments of the package and introduce more flexibility, while at the same time 
keep the appropriate ambition on fundamental rights. They also address potential 
abuse. Amendments to the current Asylum Procedures Directive will improve 
the efficiency and quality of national asylum systems. The proposed system 
ensures a fast and fair common asylum procedure. It guarantees that applications 

are treated similarly in all Member States. Amendments to the existing Receptions Conditions Directive will 
result in more harmonised and coherent reception systems, and will ensure that the same dignified standards of 
living are applied throughout the EU, irrespective of where an asylum application has been made.  [read more]  

Broadband for all by 2013 

Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for the 
Digital Agenda, at the European Parliament in Brussels on 31 May, said "we 
quite simply cannot ignore a sector of the EU's economy which is already bigger 
than Belgium, and which delivers half of our productivity growth."  This sector is 
the Digital Agenda, which is now reaping the benefits in terms of higher growth 
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and more jobs. "In France alone, 700,000 jobs have been created through the Internet; ICT is Germany's 
second largest employer; and small nations like Estonia set an example to us all in terms of innovation and e-
government. Investment in ICT and jobs are, quite simply, different sides of the same coin. That is why it is my 
ambition to get Every European Digital – which means, in the first instance, that all Europeans, 100% of them, 
should have access to basic broadband by 2013." continued Commissioner Kroes.   [read more]  

Pictured from left to right at the European Parliament on 31 May 2011: Brendan Nelson, Australian Ambassador to 
Belgium, European Union and Luxembourg, William E. Kennard, Head of mission of the United States to the EU and 
Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for the Digital Agenda 

E. coli outbreak in Germany - Spanish cucumbers cleared as source  

Efforts intensify to identify source of E. coli outbreak in Germany as the latest 
results of the tests on cucumber samples, carried out by the competent authorities 
of both Germany and Spain, showed that the Spanish vegetable is not 
responsible for the Shiga toxin-producing E. Coli (STEC) outbreak affecting 
Germany and other Member States.  Despite the fact that some of the sampled 
cucumbers did test positive to STEC, the tests did not confirm the presence of 
the specific serotype (O104), which is responsible for the outbreak affecting 
humans. Similar tests carried out by the Spanish authorities on cucumber 

samples they collected have also rendered negative results.  

After this development, the European Commission has removed the alert notification on Spanish cucumbers 
from the Rapid Alert System on Food and Feed.  Investigations are still ongoing to identify the potential 
source of contamination. In a press conference yesterday, Health and Consumer Policy Commissioner John 
Dalli stressed: "I urge the Member States and in particular Germany to increase their efforts in that direction. 
We stand next to them and we will do our outmost to assist in any possible way."  [read more]  

European economy 

Euro area annual inflation is expected to be 2.7% in May 2011 according to a 
flash estimate issued by Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. It 
was 2.8% in April.  [read more] 

The euro area (EA17) seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate was 9.9% in 
April 2011, unchanged compared with March. It was 10.2% in April 2010. The 
EU27 unemployment rate was 9.4% in April, compared with 9.5% in March. It 

was 9.7% in April 2010. [read more]  

EU tube: 

EUtube: G8 Summit, Deauville, 26 to 27 May - Day 1 In a joint statement by 
President Barroso and President Van Rompuy following the G8 Summit, the two 
Presidents expressed their satisfaction with the results from the Summit: "On 
Northern Africa and the Middle East, we have agreed on a global concerted 

response. The Deauville Partnership builds very much on the EU's new partnership with the region, as clearly 
reflected in the Summit Declaration". On the economy, there has been "clear determination by all partners to 
address those issues in each region that could hamper the global recovery, which we all want to speed up". The 
first ever joint declaration on Africa, as well as the G8 agreement to enhance international standards on nuclear 
safety as the EU asked for, are also among the important results of the Summit. [watch video]  EUtube - 
http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 

Call for Papers: European Dilemmas: Internal and External issues facing 
the European Union, December 7-8, 2011, University of Waikato, New 
Zealand.  This is a multidisciplinary conference to investigate the broad 
phenomena which currently impact greatly on the EU, whether internally or 
externally.  In the first instance we are calling for abstracts from potential 
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presenters.  Abstracts of 300 words should be submitted online by 1 August 2011.  Please go to 
www.eucnetwork.org.nz . Successful applicants will be notified by email by the end of August. Full 
conference registration will open in early September.   

ANU College of Asia and the Pacific and The University of Vienna present the "Pacific Seminar 2011 - 
Europe and the South Pacific: Options for fruitful exchange", on 15 June in Lecture room 1.04, Coombs 
Extension, ANU. The Pacific Seminar is generously supported by the Embassy of Austria and the Australian 
National University through the College of Asia and the Pacific and the Centre for European Studies.  The 
Stephen Wurm Lecture "Regional and bilateral cooperation in the South Pacific: What works best?” will 
be presented by Mr Graeme Wilson, of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  Contact:  Emeritus 
Professor Darrell Tryon (Darrell.Tryon@anu.edu.au) or Tel: (02) 6125 2367 

Media, Communication and Democracy: Global and National Environments.  Conference in Melbourne 
1-2 September 2011.  The EU Centre at RMIT University with the School of Media and Communication 
(RMIT) and Media and Democracy in Eastern Europe Research Project (MDCEE) (University of Oxford, 
UK) invite you to attend the Centre's inaugural annual conference.   The conference will be held in Storey 
Hall at the city campus of RMIT University, Swanston Street, Melbourne. Enquiries to 
eucentre@rmit.edu.au . For more information about the conference please visit the EU Centre Website: 
www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  

The Australian National University Centre for European Studies is hosting an exhibition in partnership with 
the Embassy of Ireland focusing on the life and works of William Butler Yeats. The exhibition opens on 
Friday 17 June and runs till 31 June 2011, 10am-4pm weekdays. Members of the public are warmly invited. 
Enquiries to: Europe@anu.edu.au 

Applications are now invited for the Australia-Germany annual Fellowship provided by the Australian 
German Association and the Goethe-Institut. It comprises a 2-month language course at Goethe-Institut in 
Germany, followed by a 4-week study tour in Germany, visiting institutions in the field of the successful 
applicant́s professional interest. Travel grant is also included. More information :  
http://www.aga.org.au/fellowship/ 

Upcoming cultural events 

On Wednesday 22 June international tenor and Chief Cantor of the Vienna 
Jewish Community, Shmuel Barzilai, will sing a selection of popular Yiddish 
songs accompanied by outstanding Canberra pianist James Huntingford in the 
Wesley Music Centre Lunchtime Live series. Wednesday 22 June  2011 from 
12.40pm to 1.20pm.  Wesley Music Centre, 20 National Circuit, Forrest. $2 or 
paper note entry.  Refreshments – gold coin.  Enquiries: Wesley Music Centre: 

6232 7248.  No bookings required. www.wesleycanberra.org.au/music  

The Sydney Film Festival this year features films from 17 of the EU's 27 member countries.  The Festival 
runs from 8 – 19 June.  www.sff.org.au [read more]  

German movies - "The new New German Cinema" at the National Film and Sound Archive Canberra, July 
2011 - joint project of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany and the National Film and Sound 
Archive, with the support of the Goethe Institut Australia. [read more] 

Vienna: Art & Design, Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann, Loos, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2011. Stylish, 
provocative, rebellious, and unforgettable – the world has seen nothing like Vienna in 1900. 18 Jun 2011 - 09 
Oct 2011 NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Exhibition admission fees apply. 

Traditional German lantern walk - Come along and enjoy  German tradition together with mulled wine and 
sausages - Sunday, 19 June 2011, 5.30 to 7.00 pm, Glebe Park, Canberra [read more] 

The Enemy at Home - The story of German internees in World War I in Australia, Exhibition, 7 May - 11 
Sep 2011, Museum of Sydney, Sydney [read more] 

Bloomsday, 16 June 2011. James Joyce and the Nation, three great events. University of 
Melbourne. Bookings essential: Bob, on 98982900.  More info on http://www.bloomsdayinmelbourne.org.au/  

Far Away So Close - German Life and History in Australia, Exhibition, 1 June - 31 Aug 2011, Goethe-
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Institut Australien, Melbourne [read more] 

Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents a fascinating showcase including some of the best productions the 
Spanish film industry has to offer.  A unique Spanish film each month throughout 2011. 

Melbourne French Theatre is seeking 6 actors (3 male, 3 female) for their latest production "Absent 
Friends" [Mariages & Consequences] performances 23 to 27 August 2011.  Must be fluent in French, and 
available from mid-June to 27 August 2011 inclusive. More information at www.mftinc.org 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 

 Send to a Friend

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@eeas.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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