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Europe Day: it's good to talk ....

Europe Day falls each year on 9 May and around the world EU Delegations and 
friends of Europe mark the occasion by holding academic and social events.  In 
Canberra, the ANU Centre for European Studies held a special event for students 
and teachers from the ANU and from senior schools and colleges in the ACT. 
 Students were encouraged to engage in a Q&A session with H.E. David Daly, 
Ambassador and Head of the EU Delegation to Australia and New Zealand, and 
members of the ANU's Centre for European Studies.  An evening reception was 

held at The Boathouse, welcoming members of the diplomatic community, politicians, government officials 
and other Canberra identities. 

"It's good to talk," said Ambassador Daly during the reception "When Prime Minister Gillard was in Brussels 
she proposed that the Australia-EU relationship be upgraded through the negotiation of a Treaty level 
Agreement. Following exploratory talks between officials, this exciting proposal is under active discussion in 
Brussels. Such an agreement would create a more structured basis for our various dialogues. There are many 
high level visits in both directions. Australian Ministers are increasingly putting Brussels on their travel 
schedules while European Commissioners are increasingly visiting Australia." [read more] 

The EU and Australia – major investment partners amidst the economic recovery 
Supplementary data released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics on 3 May revealed that at the end of 2010, 
the EU remained Australia’s largest two-way investment partner, with investments worth $A1,011 billion, or 
almost one-third of Australia’s two-way investment stocks, ahead of the United States with $A960 billion. The 
EU remained the leading investor in Australia, despite its level of investment declining slightly from a year 
earlier to $A647.4 billion.  This equated to 33 per cent of total foreign investment in Australia, exceeding the 
United States and well above Australia’s other major partners (see chart). 

 
Level of total foreign investment in 
Australia by major partners, 31 
December 2010 

Source: Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (2011), 5352.0 

Of the EU's total investments in 
Australia, portfolio investment 
accounted for $A384.3 billion 
(59%), direct investment for 
$A131.6 billion (20%), financial 
derivatives for $A73.3 billion (11%) 
and other investment for $A58.3 
billion (9%). 
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The EU was also Australia’s largest source of foreign direct investment (FDI) last year, representing 28 per 
cent of total FDI stocks in Australia.  In 2010, EU direct investment in Australia fell by 11 per cent, although 
Australian direct investment in the EU increased by 10 per cent, making the EU the largest destination for 
Australian FDI, with stocks reaching $A102.7 billion, or 28 per cent of total Australian FDI. 

 EU imposes restrictive measures against Syria

The European Council has adopted a regulation and a decision providing for an 
embargo on exports to Syria of arms and equipment that could be used for 
internal repression, as well as a visa ban and an assets freeze. The visa ban and 
the assets freeze targets 13 officials and associates of the Syrian regime who 
have been identified by the Council as being responsible for the violent 
repression against the civilian population in Syria.  High Representative 
Catherine Ashton, speaking on behalf of the European Union, said "The EU 

measures respond to the escalation of the Syrian authorities' violent crackdown, including by military means, 
that has led to the killing, injury or arrest of Syrian citizens for their participation in peaceful protests. The EU 
urges Syria to put an immediate end to violence and swiftly introduce genuine and comprehensive political 
reform, the only way to provide peace and stability for Syria in the long term. Failing that, the EU will 
consider extending the restrictive measures in light of the developments, including at the highest level of 
leadership.  The EU calls again President Bashar Al-Assad to choose the path of reform and national inclusive 
dialogue and avoid further bloodshed whilst the door remains open."  [read more]  

EU endorses UN stand on Libya 

Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the European Commission, 
after the meeting of the Contact Group on Libya on 5 May, made the following 
statement: "Today's Contact Group meeting has underlined the international 
community's unity and determination to bring the Libyan crisis to a quick and 
satisfactory conclusion. With the humanitarian situation deteriorating, time is of 
the essence. Gaddafi must end his attacks against his own people and respect 

human rights. Under the leadership of the United Nations, the international community will continue to 
implement UNSC Resolutions 1970 and 1973 and will intensify the pressure on the Gaddafi regime as part of 
our responsibility to protect the Libyan population. The EU will continue to work closely with its partners, 
including the UN, the Arab League, the African Union, the Organisation of the Islamic Conference and the 
Gulf Cooperation Council."  [read more] 

The EU's participation in the UN

Thanks to the adoption of the United National General Assembly resolution on 3 
May, the European Union will have a voice at the UN's General Assembly.  The 
EU previously had observer status but its representatives will now be allowed to 
speak, put forward proposals and submit amendments. High Representative of 
the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, 
welcomed the adoption of the Resolution, saying "The Resolution will in future 
enable EU representatives to present and promote the EU's positions in the UN, 

as agreed by its Member States.  The Lisbon Treaty reaffirms the EU's commitment to the principles of the UN 
Charter, calling for multilateral solutions to common problems and challenges".  [read more]  

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon meets with Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy – 2 May 2011 

Better management of migration

On 4 May, the European Commission presented initiatives for a more structured, 
comprehensive, rapid-response approach from the EU to the challenges and 
opportunities of migration, in view of the current developments in the 
Mediterranean. The initiatives cover various aspects of migration, including 
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strengthened border control and Schengen governance, completion of the Common European Asylum System, 
more targeted legal migration, exchange of best practices for successful integration of migrants, and a strategic 
approach for relations with third countries on migration. These initiatives come in addition to the urgent short-
term measures already taken by the Commission to deal with the migration situation in the Mediterranean and 
migration pressures on frontline Member States.  The initiatives will be discussed by the Justice/Internal 
Affairs Council on 12 May and the Commission will present measures on 24 May. 

During the European Parliament debate on migration flows and their impact on Schengen, European 
Commission President Barroso said "It is a great progress of civilization that countries are able to put borders 
down and to let citizens flow freely.  Allow me to make one point crystal clear – this is not about finding ways 
for Member States to re-introduce border controls. I firmly believe that to do so would catastrophically 
undermine not just what Europe has constructed over the last 61 years, but to sabotage the viability of our 
efforts to build a prosperous and integrated Europe for the future. It is to reinforce the Schengen "acquis", not 
to go out of the Schengen "acquis". read more]  

Cecilia Malmström, European Commissioner for of Home Affairs, at a press conference on the adoption of a 
Communication on Migration Policy 

EU's commitment to helping the world's least developed countries out of 
poverty 

From 9 to 11 of May José Manuel Barroso, President of the European 
Commission, and Andris Piebalgs, Development Commissioner, attended a 
conference in Istanbul, reemphasising the European Commission's leading role 
in helping the world's least developed countries (LDCs) out of poverty. As the 
largest donor to the LDCs, with €15 billion of aid in 2010, the EU urged other 
partners to match its pledge to provide 0.15-0.20% of its GNI to LDCs. President 
Barroso and Commissioner Piebalgs also called for a renewed global partnership 

of LDCs and both developed and emerging economies, working together with civil society and the private 
sector, to ensure a joined up approach to helping the LDCs meet their development goals.  [read more] 

Tackling illegal logging: Partnership Agreement between EU and Indonesia 
initialled 

Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner for Environment, on 4 May welcomed 
the conclusion of negotiations on a Forest Law Enforcement Governance and 
Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and 
Indonesia. "This is a landmark step.  It is the result of four years of negotiation 
and extensive stakeholder involvement in Indonesia.  I congratulate the 
negotiators on both sides, in particular the many Indonesians who have 
contributed to the development of a mechanism to assure the legality of timber 
and timber products that enjoys broad support amongst all sectors of Indonesian 
society.  It will ensure that Indonesia timber exports to the EU are in compliance 
with Indonesian legislation, thus providing an assurance to EU consumers that 
they are not purchasing products made from illegally harvested timber" said 
Potočnik. The European Commission is actively working with developing 
countries that produce timber for the EU market to ensure that they have the 
system and capacity in place to tackle illegal logging.  [read more] 

New strategy to halt biodiversity loss within ten years 

On 4 May, the European Commission adopted "The 2020 biodiversity strategy: 
our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020." The 
strategy reaffirms the EU's intention to halt the loss of biodiversity and the 
decline of ecosystem services by 2020, restore such services as far as is feasible, 
and step up the EU's contribution to safeguarding global biodiversity.  The 
strategy focuses on conserving and protecting nature, maintaining and restoring 
ecosystems and their services, ensuring the sustainability of agriculture, fisheries 

and forestry, controlling the introduction and spread of invasive alien species, and stepping up the EU 
contribution to halting global biodiversity loss. [read more]  
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Press conference by Janez Potočnik, Member of the EC in charge of the Environment on Europe's new strategy to 
halt biodiversity loss and protect ecosystem service 

Get to know Europe Workshop in Australia – A Milestone for the OCEANS 
Network 

On 8 April 2011, 60 young Australians from across the country gathered in the 
University of Sydney’s New Law School Building for the OCEANS “Get-to-
know-Europe-Workshop”. OCEANS [Organisation for Cooperation Exchange 
And Networking among Students] unites like-minded people with diverse 
academic backgrounds from the EU countries, the USA, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan and South Korea. Presentations were made by Mr Bodo Richter, 
Coordinator for Cooperation with Industrialised Countries at the European 
Commission's Directorate-General for Education, Employment and Workplace 
Relations (pictured); Mr Niclas Jönsson, Director, International Engagement, 
Australian Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, Dr 
Brendan Nelson, Australian Ambassador to the European Union, Ms Tammy de 
Wright, Australian Representative to the Erasmus Mundus Association, and 
members of the OCEANS network. Intercultural training, provided by Christine 
Baer of ICUnet.AG, also equipped the students with useful tools for 

understanding and managing differences between cultures when abroad, while a panel of OCEANS and EMA 
alumni shared their exchange experiences, provided personal advice and addressed the questions and concerns 
of student participants. [read more]  

EU economy 

In the fourth quarter of 2010, in both the euro area (EA16) and the EU27, the 
household savings rate continued to decrease, while the household investment 
rate remained almost stable at low levels. In the euro area, household disposable 
income fell by 0.1% in real terms, after an increase of 0.1% in the previous 
quarter. [read more] 
In the fourth quarter of 2010, in both the euro area (EA16) and the EU27, the 
business investment rate and the profit share were almost unchanged compared 

with the previous quarter. In the euro area, the business profit share remained nearly stable, as value added and 
wage costs increased at a similar pace. [read more] 
In March 2011, compared with February 2011, the volume of retail trade fell by 1.0% in the euro area (EA17) 
and by 0.8% in the EU27. In February retail trade rose by 0.3% and 0.1% respectively. In March 2011, 
compared with March 2010, the retail sales index decreased by 1.7% in the euro area and by 1.0% in the 
EU27. [read more] 

EU tube: European Job Network 

EU tube: The European Job Network .The purpose of EURES is to provide 
information, advice and recruitment/placement (job-matching) services for the 
benefit of workers and employers as well as any citizen wishing to benefit from 
the principle of the free movement of persons.  [watch video]  EUtube - 

http://www.youtube.com/eutube   

Academic news and events 

Alliance Française de Canberra, in association with the Australian Academy of 
Science, the Australian French Association for Science and Technology, 
CSIRO Discovery Centre, Inspiring Australia and the Australian Government 
Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research, presents Café 
Scientifique: Nanotechnology: is smaller better? Friday, May 20, 5:15pm –
7:30pm, CSIRO Discovery Centre – Clunies Ross Street, Acton.  Nice wine and 
cheese + good conversation + relaxed atmosphere = enjoyable evening. Join us 

for an informal discussion where you can freely interact with distinguished scientists who will answer your 
questions on nanotechnology. Admission Free! Bookings essential by 17 May: 6247 5027 / 
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enquiries@afcanberra.com.au. download flyer  

Dublin will be the European City of Science next year when it hosts the 5th Euroscience Open Forum 
(ESOF 2012, http://www.euroscience.org/esof-2012,28120,en.html ) in the National Convention Centre from 
12-16 July 2011.  Call for Scientific Session Proposals for ESOF2012 closes on 30 June 2011 (see link at  
http://www.dublinscience2012.ie/calls).  

The International Training Centre of the ILO in close collaboration with the International Migration 
Programme of the ILO and in partnership with the Global Migration Group ; the International and European 
Forum on Migration Research; and the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies at the European 
University Institute will hold its first Labour Migration Academy Enhancing Protection, Promoting 
Development and Facilitating Governance from 4 to15 July 2011 in Turin, Italy.  Download flyer and apply 
online or write to socpro@itcilo.org .  Application deadline is 14 May 2011 

Upcoming cultural events 

Neither Old nor Dead: Europe in the 21st Century. Whatever the politicians say, 
Europe today is a rich multicultural place where immigrant writers not only thrive 
but are part of the cultural debate. Persian-Dutch writer, poet and essayist Kader 
Abdolah, Turkish-German intellectual and writer Zafer Şenocak, Jamaican-British 
Kei Miller and Algerian-Italian Amara Lakhous talk to Miriam Cosic of The 
Australian, at the Sydney Writers' Festival.  Thursday, May 19, 2011, 1.00pm - 

2.00pm at Sydney Theatre, 22 Hickson Road, Walsh Bay. Organised by European Union National Institutes 
for Culture (EUNIC) in collaboration with Sydney Writers' Festival. Tickets: $15/$10. Further information: 
www.swf.org.au   

29 April to 22 May 2011 Far Away so Close, Upper floor, Canberra Centre. Presented by 
The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in cooperation with the Goethe Institut 
of Australia. an exhibition depicting the depth and diversity of Australian-German 
relations, past and present. download flyer 

56th Eurovision Song contest -  10-14 May  2011. Following Germany's victory last year in Moscow with 
Lena's performance of "Satellite", Düsseldorf is this year's host of Europe's favourite TV show. Eurovision 
2011 in Canberra is with us again!  Tickets will be $30, covering a light meal and entry/seat. $5 from each 
ticket will be donated by Teatro Vivaldi to a nominated charity organisation, this year - Beyond Blue. For 
table and group bookings, please contact Teatro Vivaldi restaurant (ANU campus) directly: (02) 6257 2718 
download flyer  . Eurovision on SBS TV, 13-15 May  - http://www.sbs.com.au/schedule/SBSONE/   

Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents a fascinating showcase including some of the best productions the 
Spanish film industry has to offer.  A unique Spanish film each month throughout 2011. 

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   
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EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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