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Last call for applications for 2011 European Union Qantas Journalist Award

Applications are sought for the 2011 European Union Qantas Journalist Award. 
The Award is open to an Australian journalist of not less than three years 

experience in the print or electronic media, who would benefit from a working visit to EU institutions and up 
to three Member States.  Preference will be given to applicants in a position to increase Australian 
understanding of EU affairs by having material published or broadcast.  Previous applicants are encouraged to 
apply. The EU will assist the journalist in formulating a suitable program of 15 working days that must be 
undertaken by the end of 2011. The Award also provides for reasonable accommodation costs and a living 
allowance. Business class travel to and from Europe is courtesy of Qantas Airways and arranged by Travel 
Makers of Canberra. There is no application form per se but candidates are urged to read the application 
guidelines at www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/EUQJA.htm Applications close 6 May 2011.  

Message of sympathy from President Barroso to Barack Obama, President of the United 
States of America, following the storms and tornadoes in the southern United States

"The news and images of the devastation and the terrible ravages caused by the 
storms and tornados that killed hundreds and injured thousands across the South 
of the United States of America have filled me with grief and sorrow. Our 
thoughts are with the families of the victims and with the men and women 
engaged in the enormous emergency response and recovery efforts now under 
way from Texas to Virginia and to Georgia. In the name of the European 
Commission, as well as on my own behalf, allow me to extend to you and your 

people our heartfelt condolences. Please be assured that the European Union stands ready to offer assistance if 
needed and to work with your Government to provide relief to the affected communities."  

caption: President of the European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso, greets US President Barrack Obama during a 
recent visit to Brussels 

Ground breaking agreement on civil aviation safety between the EU and the US 
enters into force 

On 1 May, the agreement on Cooperation in the Regulation of Civil Aviation 
Safety between the European Union and the United States entered into force, 
which will boost safety and create opportunities for businesses. This agreement 
means less cumbersome technical and administrative procedures for the 
recognition of certificates and approvals on both sides of the Atlantic and opens 
the way to progressively reaching the same level of mutual trust in other areas of 
safety.  This agreement will be the cornerstone of cooperation between the two 

sides in all matters of aviation safety. Despite difficult economic times, trade in the aeronautical sector has 
continued to grow.  [read more] 
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Events in Europe's near neighbourhood

The EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine 
Ashton, has made a number of statements on behalf of the European Union 
concerning unfolding events in the Middle East.  The EU expressed grave 
concern about the situation unfolding in Syria and the deployment of military 
and security forces in a number of Syrian cities. In light of the continuing 
violence and in order to promote a democratic process, the EU launched its 
internal procedures for an embargo on arms and equipment used for internal 

repression. In addition, the EU will not take further steps with regard to taking forward the Association 
Agreement. The EU will review all aspects of its cooperation with the Syrian authorities including under the 
European Neighbourhood Policy Instrument. 

Ashton condemned the reported use of cluster munitions in Libya, saying "The EU strongly condemns the 
continued violence perpetrated by the Gaddafi regime against the Libyan civilian population. It is in particular 
deeply concerned about the reported use of cluster munitions against the civilian population in Libya. It calls 
upon the armed forces of Muammar Al Gaddafi to refrain from using force against the civilian population, 
whether through cluster munitions or any other means. They must take all necessary steps to ensure that 
civilians are protected from the effects of such munitions, including unexploded remnants of cluster 
munitions." 

Ashton deplored the public execution of juvenile offenders in Iran: "I deplore the public execution of four 
young men in Bandar Abbas, Iran, last week. At least two of the men were under 18 at the time of their alleged 
offences. This stands in clear contravention to Iran's international obligations under the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The EU has already 
expressed its concern over the alarming rate of executions in Iran this year and condemns the practice of 
carrying them out in public or by suspension hanging. I reiterate the EU's call on Iran to declare a 
moratorium on the death penalty in line with the growing global trend towards abolition of this punishment." 

Ashton also issued statements on the condemning the prolonged abduction of seven Estonians in Lebanon, on 
the murder of Algerian human rights defender Professor Ahmed Kerromi and a joint statement with European 
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso following the terrorist action in Marrakech. 

Solidarity with Japan : update on EU assistance following the triple disaster

When Japan was overwhelmed by an earthquake, tsunami and nuclear damage, 
the European Union was among the first to answer the call for assistance. In 
seven shipments, almost 400 tons of in-kind assistance offered by EU Member 
States was dispatched to Japan and distributed on the ground thanks to the efforts 
of the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. In addition to in-kind assistance, the EU 
offered financial support for the total amount of €17,268 million.  The EU is 
adapting its support to the changing needs on the ground. At this stage, the focus 

of European assistance is shifting from civil protection and in-kind assistance, to financial support the efforts 
of partners in the Red Cross family.  [read more] 

Emissions trading: how free allowances will be allocated from 2013  

The European Commission on 26 April adopted a Decision on how free emission 
allowances should be allocated from 2013 to industrial installations covered by 
the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS). Although auctioning will become 
the main principle for allocating allowances as of 2013, a proportion of free 
allowances will still be given to industry until 2020, notably to reduce costs for 
installations in sectors deemed to be exposed to significant competition from 
outside the EU.  Connie Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate 

Action, said: "This Decision represents a milestone in the reform of the European carbon market. Benchmarks 
give industry clear indications of what is possible in the respective sectors in terms of low carbon production, 
and provide an advantage to the most carbon-efficient installations."  A particular treatment will be given to 
installations in sectors or sub-sectors that are deemed to be exposed to a risk of "carbon leakage" – relocation 
to outside the EU – because they face competition from industries in third countries which are not subject to 
comparable carbon restrictions. [read more] 
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Workers from eight Member States that joined the EU in 2004 now enjoy full 
rights to free movement 

1 May 2011 will mark the removal of restrictions on the right to work in any 
Member State for citizens from the Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Hungary, Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia. All workers from the countries that 
joined the EU in 2004 will now be able to take up employment freely in those 
Member States where labour market restrictions have been in place until the very 
end of the seven year transitional period ending 30 April 2011. The Commission 
does not expect huge flows of workers from the EU-8 countries as many wanting 

to move to work in an EU-15 Member State have already done so. Experience and studies show that the impact 
of any future mobility is likely to be positive, contributing to economic growth and filling existing labour 
market shortages. [read more] 

EU celebrates the 3rd European day on Solidarity between Generations 

To celebrate the 3rd European Day on Solidarity between Generations, the 
European Commission is holding a high level conference 'Towards the European 
Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations (2012)'. The 
conference will bring together EU Member States, regional and local authorities, 
social partners and civil society organisations and is an important milestone in 
finalising plans for the European Year 2012. The European Parliament and 
Council are expected to adopt the decision on the 2012 European Year by June 
2011. Active ageing is key to Europe reaching its Europe 2020 headline 
employment target of 75%.  At the conference, all stakeholders made up of 
Member States, regional and local authorities, social partners and civil society 
organisations will be invited to commit on specific objectives and activities in 
view of the European Year 2012. A first version of the future website of the 
European Year 2012 will also be launched: http://europa.eu/active-ageing-2012. 
The conference will be web streamed and can be followed in English, French, 

German, Italian, Spanish and Polish. 

Update to the EU list of air carriers subject to an operating ban 

The European Commission on 19 April adopted the 17th update of the list of 
airlines banned in the European Union. Some airlines – including four all-cargo 
air carriers from Indonesia and one air carrier from Ukraine – have been removed 
from the list as safety concerns have been satisfactorily addressed.  All decisions 
were taken with the unanimous support of the Air Safety Committee, which 
consists of experts from the Member States.  Commission Vice-President Siim 
Kallas, responsible for transport, said: "The Commission is ready to work 
together with the authorities of those countries which have safety problems to 
overcome them as quickly and as efficiently as possible. In the meantime, safety 
comes first. We cannot afford any compromise in this area. Where we have 

evidence inside or outside the European Union that air carriers are not performing safe operations we must 
act to exclude any risks to safety."  [read more] 

EU economy 

Euro area annual inflation is expected to be 2.8% in April 2011 according to a 
flash estimate issued by Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. It 
was 2.7% in March. [read more] 

The euro area (EA17) seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate was 9.9% in 
March 2011, unchanged compared with February. It was 10.1% in March 2010. 
The EU27 unemployment rate was 9.5% in March 2011, also unchanged 

compared with February. It was 9.7% in March 2010. Compared with March 2010, unemployment decreased 
by 291,000 in the EU27 and by 260,000 in the euro area. [read more] 
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The Economic Sentiment Indicator for the EU and the euro area declined in April, but remains well above its 
long-term average. It fell significantly by 2.3 points to 105.1 in the EU and more moderately by 1.1 points to 
106.2 in the euro area, marking the second decline in a row in that region.  [read more] 

The Business Climate Indicator for the euro area fell in April 2011 for the second month in a row. Despite 
this, the current level of the indicator remains close to historic peaks, suggesting that the recovery in industry 
will continue in the coming months. [read more] 

EU tube: Travelling is a right for everyone 

Are you a person with a disability or reduced mobility, are you interested in 
travelling by air or would you like to receive assistance adapted to your needs?  
European legislation gives you rights, on the ground and in the air, throughout 
the European Union. If you consider that these provisions have not been 

respected, you may bring the matter to the attention of the airport manager or the air carrier.   [watch video] 
 EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 

Casa Asia opens the call for applications to the Ruy de Clavijo Grants 
Programme 2012. Seven grants of 6000 euros for research and cultural 
cooperation with Asia and the Pacific. Beneficiaries may be Spanish, members 
of the European Union and Latin American and Asian citizens. Candidates must 
be researchers, academics, teachers, artists, journalists, professionals of other 
fields or institutions (foundations, associations, universities, etc) successfully 
proving their competence to carry out the project for this call and whose age 

doesn't exceed 40 years. Applications will be accepted from April 25 to May 30, 2011. For more information, 
terms and conditions are available in the Grants and Awards section of the Casa Asia website: 
http://www.casaasia.es/educacian/becas/   

Dublin will be the European City of Science next year when it hosts the 5th Euroscience Open Forum 
(ESOF 2012, http://www.euroscience.org/esof-2012,28120,en.html ) in the National Convention Centre from 
12-16 July 2011.  Call for Scientific Session Proposals for ESOF2012 closes on 30 June 2011 (see link at  
http://www.dublinscience2012.ie/calls).  

The International Training Centre of the ILO in close collaboration with the International Migration 
Programme of the ILO and in partnership with the Global Migration Group ; the International and European 
Forum on Migration Research; and the Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies at the European 
University Institute will hold its first Labour Migration Academy Enhancing Protection, Promoting 
Development and Facilitating Governance from 4 to15 July 2011 in Turin, Italy.  Download flyer and apply 
online or write to socpro@itcilo.org .  Application deadline is 14 May 2011 

Upcoming cultural events 
29 April to 22 May 2011 Far Away so Close, Upper floor, Canberra Centre. Presented by The Embassy of 
the Federal Republic of Germany in cooperation with the Goethe Institut of Australia. an exhibition depicting 
the depth and diversity of Australian-German relations, past and present. download flyer 

Tues 3 May To Sat 7 May 2011 Le Médecin Volant [The Flying Doctor] and La Jalousie du Barbouillé  
[The Jealous Husband or Barbouillés Jealousy] a double bill in one evening by Moliere, Collingwood 
College, cnr Cromwell Street and McCutcheon St. Entirely in French with English surtitles.  MFT will 
present for an Australian premiere these 2 hilarious classical comedies. For more details, click here  

Eurovision on SBS TV, 13-15 May  - http://www.sbs.com.au/schedule/SBSONE/   

Enjoy Spanish films at Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre.  In association with the Spanish Embassy, 
Tuggeranong Community Arts presents a fascinating showcase including some of the best productions the 
Spanish film industry has to offer.  A unique Spanish film each month throughout 2011.

More events
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For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

Copyright 2011. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.

Page 5 of 5European Union Delegation to Australia newsletter 307

2/05/2011https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=637936&u=...


