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Applications sought for 2011 European Union Qantas Journalist Award 

Applications are being sought for the 2011 European Union Qantas Journalist 
Award. The Award is open to an Australian journalist of not less than three years 

experience in the print or electronic media, who would benefit from a working visit to EU institutions and up 
to three Member States.  Preference will be given to applicants in a position to increase Australian 
understanding of EU affairs by having material published or broadcast.  Previous applicants are encouraged to 
apply. The EU will assist the journalist in formulating a suitable program of 15 working days that must be 
undertaken by the end of 2011. The Award also provides for reasonable accommodation costs and a living 
allowance. Business class travel to and from Europe is courtesy of Qantas Airways and arranged by Travel 
Makers of Canberra. There is no application form per se but candidates are urged to read the application 
guidelines www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/EUQJA.htm Applications close 6 May 2011.  

Developments in Libya: an overview of the EU's response 

EU Foreign affairs ministers meeting on 12 April called for an immediate 
ceasefire and respect for human rights in Libya. Those working within the 
regime face a choice: to continue to associate themselves with the brutal 
repression of Colonel Gaddafi or to work for an orderly transition to democracy. 
The humanitarian situation in the country and on its borders gives cause for deep 
concern. There is a serious risk that conditions will deteriorate further due to 
displacements and migrations, if the conflict continues. The preparation of 
operation "EUFOR Libya" to support humanitarian assistance in the region is 

well under way and will be launched, if requested by the UN. 

Faced with rising numbers of refugees arriving on its southern shores, the EU is ready to show concrete 
solidarity with the member states that are most directly affected.  The European Council adopted further 
sanctions against the regime and will continue to deprive Gaddafi's regime completely of all funding derived 
from oil and gas exports.  The EU is committed to working with the international community for a democratic 
transition in Libya. It is a member of the international contact group established at the London Conference 
Libya on 29 March, along with key partners including the United Nations, the African Union, the Arab League, 
and EU Member States. [read more] 

 EU High Representative Catherine Ashton visits the Gulf, 17-21 April 

Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission, is visiting the Gulf where 
she will co-chair the EU-Gulf Cooperation Council Ministerial Meeting in Abu 
Dhabi, which takes place on Wednesday 20 April. 
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"My first official visit to the Gulf region comes at an important moment in our relationship with our 
neighbourhood," Catherine Ashton said. "It is vital to maintain close links to the Gulf states because we face 
many common challenges, and share many interests: from putting momentum into the Middle East Peace 
Process, to resolving the Iranian nuclear issue, to discussing our responses to the transitions in Egypt and 
Tunisia. I believe my visit can lay the foundations for a close, frank and open political dialogue between the 
EU and the Gulf states on all these subjects and more. I also hope to gain a better insight into the political 
situation in these countries, and I am looking forward to representing the EU 27 at the EU-Gulf Cooperation 
Council meeting, which will focus very much on recent developments in the region."  [read more] 

Mobilising $100 billion per year by 2020 for climate actions in developing 
countries 

A European Commission staff working document on "Scaling up international 
climate finance after 2012" confirms that raising US$100 billion per year by 
2020 will be challenging but it can be done, if the right balance is struck between 
public funding, funding raised from international carbon markets, as well as 
private funds, partly leveraged by development banks. Climate funding and 
development aid need to go hand-in-hand and it requires strong international 
coordination to ensure an efficient spending. 

Connie Hedegaard, Commissioner for Climate Action, said: "The EU is already well on track to deliver its fast 
start funding for the period 2010-2012. And we will also contribute our fair share to climate funding in the 
long run. Both private and public sources of financing from the EU and other developed countries are 
essential to support actions for reducing emissions and adapting to climate change in developing countries."  

The assessment, based on the report by the UN Secretary-General’s High-level Advisory Group on Climate 
Change Financing (AGF) presented in November 2010, broadly confirms the report's overall conclusion that it 
will be "challenging but feasible" to meet the goal of mobilising US$100 billion per year by 2020. The carbon 
market can deliver a substantial contribution if, in addition to improvements in the existing Clean Development 
Mechanism, sectoral carbon market mechanisms are introduced. The assessment also examines how to ensure 
that funds raised and channelled to developing countries can be spent within a sound governance framework 
which ensures an efficient use of the additional money. [read more]  

Fisheries: The EU "zero tolerance" campaign against illegal fishing gets tougher 

Getting away with fishing illegally will become much more difficult for 
fishermen, as the EU's new system for fisheries control is now fully operational. 
With the adoption of detailed rules on how to carry out controls throughout the 
market chain "from net to plate", the EU now has the means to establish a real 
culture of compliance to stop overfishing and help make EU fisheries truly 
sustainable. The new system ensures traceability throughout the whole chain 
from the time when the fish is caught until it reaches the consumer. Inspections 

will be done in the same way all over Europe. Data are collected and cross-checked electronically. And once 
the product reaches the stores, the consumer will know it has been fished legally. [read more]  

Making Chernobyl safer: Commission pledges €110 million to complete safety work 

25 years after the tragic Chernobyl accident, EU Development Commissioner 
Andris Piebalgs on 19 April announced the European Commission's pledge of 
around €110 million at a high-level conference in Kiev to ensure that the 
Chernobyl site is made stable and environmentally safe. The Commission has so 
far committed a lion's share - some €470 million - to Chernobyl-related projects, 
mainly for nuclear safety, but also on programmes to help the local population 
and provide affected families with access to quality healthcare. Yet a further 

€740 million is needed from the international community in order to complete the major projects on the site by 
2015.  

Commissioner Piebalgs, who will represent the Commission at the Pledging Conference, said: "The recent 
accident at Fukushima in Japan shows that nuclear safety remains a critical issue. The EU will continue to 
work steadfastly in its citizens' best interests, making nuclear sites safe and preventing accidents. Today's 
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pledge is a big step forward in helping to meet the funding shortfall, and sends a clear signal that the 
Commission is committed to doing all it can to ensure that Chernobyl is made safe, both for the local people 
and the environment."  [read more] 

EC, ECB and IMF review mission to Ireland

Staff teams from the European Commission (EC), European Central Bank 
(ECB), and International Monetary Fund (IMF) visited Dublin from 5-15 April 
for the first quarterly review of the government’s economic programme. The 
objectives of the programme are to address financial sector weaknesses and to 
put Ireland’s economy on the path of sustainable growth, sound public finances, 
and job creation. Maintaining social fairness in shouldering the burden of 
adjustment is one of the programme priorities.  The teams’ assessment is that the 

programme is on track but challenges remain and steadfast policy implementation will be key.  Ireland is 
making good progress in overcoming the worst economic crisis in its recent history. Programme 
implementation has been determined, despite the period of political change and an uncertain external 
environment. The new government, through its Programme for Government and its decisive approach to 
banking sector reforms, has taken full ownership of the goals and key elements of the EU-IMF-supported 
programme. The macroeconomic outlook for 2011 is for growth to resume.  

The government’s programme is supported by loans from the European Union and EU member states 
amounting to €45.0 billion and a €22.5 billion Extended Fund Facility with the Fund. Ireland’s contribution is 
€17.5 billion. Approval of the conclusion of the first review will allow the disbursement of €4.5 billion (€2.9 
billion by the EU, and €1.6 billion by the IMF). The mission for the next programme review is scheduled for 
July 2011. [read more]  

Fact sheets on the world financial crisis

The Robert Schuman Foundation has published 10 original fact sheets that put 
into perspective all the responses implemented by the European Union in answer 
to the world economic crisis. The first six fact sheets address the world financial 
crisis and measures taken at international and European level to deal with its 
consequences and reduce the possibility of resurgence in the future. The last four 
fact sheets cover the euro crisis and reform in the Economic and Monetary Union. 
Read  

Making social networking safer for children

77% of 13-16 year olds and 38% of 9-12 year olds in the EU have a profile on a 
social networking site, according to a pan-European survey carried out for the 
European Commission, yet a quarter of children who use social networking sites 
like Facebook, say their profile is set to "public". The figures highlight the 
importance of the European Commission's upcoming review of the 
implementation of the Safer Social Networking Principles for the EU.  

Neelie Kroes, Vice President of the European Commission for the Digital Agenda said: “Growing numbers of 
children are on social networking sites but many are not taking all necessary steps to protect themselves 
online. These children are placing themselves in harm's way, vulnerable to stalkers and groomers. All social 
networking companies should therefore immediately make minors' profiles accessible by default only to their 
approved list of contacts and out of search engines' reach. And those companies that have not yet signed up to 
the EU's Safer Networking Principles should do so without delay so as to ensure our children's safety."  [read 
more] 

In a galaxy far, far away .... 

A team of astronomers led by Johan Richard, a 31-year-old French researcher 
supported by the EU Marie Curie fund, has discovered a galaxy 13 billion light 
years away from Earth. The discovery of the star formation, which was created 
200 million years after the 'Big Bang', will help astronomers better understand 
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the evolution of galaxies closer to the earth, which may have affected the planet's climate. Richard started his 
research whilst a Marie Curie fellow at Durham University in the UK, in 2008-2010. The discovery of the 
galaxy was made at the Dark Cosmology Centre in Copenhagen, Denmark, using the Hubble Space Telescope, 
a joint project between the European Space Agency and NASA.  Dr Richard said the Marie Curie funding was 
vital in setting him on the path to the discovery. "The Marie Curie Actions bring great opportunities for 
scientific independence - a must if we are looking for exciting discoveries to happen," he commented.  [read 
more]  

EUtube: Space exploration 

Space exploration is an important issue for mankind's future, and the 
collaboration between countries is the best way to progress in this field and 
confront the challenges we are faced with at present. 
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/space/index_en.htm [watch video]  EUtube 

- http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 

Casa Asia opens the call for applications to the Ruy de Clavijo Grants 
Programme 2012. Seven grants of 6000 euros for research and cultural 
cooperation with Asia and the Pacific. Beneficiaries may be Spanish, members 
of the European Union and Latin American and Asian citizens. Candidates must 
be researchers, academics, teachers, artists, journalists, professionals of other 
fields or institutions (foundations, associations, universities, etc) successfully 
proving their competence to carry out the project for this call and whose age 

doesn't exceed 40 years. Applications will be accepted from April 25 to May 30, 2011. For more information, 
terms and conditions are available in the Grants and Awards section of the Casa Asia website: 
http://www.casaasia.es/educacian/becas/   

Dublin will be the European City of Science next year when it hosts the 5th Euroscience Open Forum 
(ESOF 2012, http://www.euroscience.org/esof-2012,28120,en.html ) in the National Convention Centre from 
12-16 July 2011.  Call for Scientific Session Proposals for ESOF2012 closes on 30 June 2011 (see link at  
http://www.dublinscience2012.ie/calls).  

Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three 
Actions of the programme. Deadline is 29 April 2011.  [read more]   

OCEANS [Organisation for Cooperation Exchange And Networking among Students] unites like-minded 
people with diverse academic backgrounds from the EU countries, the USA, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan and South Korea. Its members are students and alumni who participate or have taken part in 
the exchanges, as well as staff and faculty members, partners and promoters of the bilateral EU Exchange. 
[read more] 

Upcoming cultural events 
23 April 2011 7.30pm and Sunday 24 April 2.00pm.  Pacific Rendezvous, the Llewellyn Choir, Great Hall, 
University House, ANU.  Phone 6281 3572 or cfw@netspeed.com.au  for bookings. download flyer   

29 April to 22 May 2011 Far Away so Close, Upper floor, Canberra Centre. Presented by The Embassy of 
the Federal Republic of Germany in cooperation with the Goethe Institut of Australia. an exhibition depicting 
the depth and diversity of Australian-German relations, past and present. download flyer 

2011 Spanish Cultural Cooperation grant program now open.  Applications close 1 May 2011.  More 
information http://www.spainculturalprogram.com.au/  

Tues 3 May To Sat 7 May 2011 Le Médecin Volant [The Flying Doctor] and La Jalousie du Barbouillé  
[The Jealous Husband or Barbouillés Jealousy] a double bill in one evening by Moliere, Collingwood 
College, cnr Cromwell Street and McCutcheon St. Entirely in French with English surtitles.  MFT will 
present for an Australian premiere these 2 hilarious classical comedies. For more details, click here  
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Eurovision on SBS TV, 13-15 May  - http://www.sbs.com.au/schedule/SBSONE/2011-05-2/SBS%20Sydney 
More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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