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European Council decides on EU military operation in support of humanitarian 
assistance operations in Libya 

The European Council on 2 April adopted a decision on a European Union military 
operation in support of humanitarian assistance operations in response to the crisis 
situation in Libya.  The decision provides that the EU will, if requested by the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), conduct a military 
operation in the framework of the Common security and defence policy (CSDP) in 
order to support humanitarian assistance in the region. The operation aims to 

underpin the mandates of UN Security Council Resolutions 1970 and 1973 regarding the availability of 
humanitarian assistance and the protection of civilian populations. The Operational Headquarters (OHQ) of 
EUFOR Libya will be located in Rome, Italy. EUFOR Libya will, unless the Council decides otherwise, 
terminate no later than four months after reaching initial operating capability.  [read more] 

European support to Japan's humanitarian needs boosted by €10 million  

In the wake of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan on 11 March, the European 
Commission has increased funding by €10 million to help the Japanese 
population cope with the massive consequences of the twin disaster. This boosts 
the European Union's (Member States and Commission) aid to earthquake and 
tsunami-stricken Japan to more than €15 million. The new funding will provide 
assistance to more than 30,000 people, who live in temporary shelters and rely 
on aid for food, water, blankets and mattresses and other immediate provisions.  

European Commissioner for International Cooperation, humanitarian aid and Crisis Response Kristalina 
Georgieva, who was the first high-level international politician to visit Japan after the disaster, said "We 
continue to stand by a brave friend in need.  I have no doubt Japan will emerge from this disaster more 
resilient. While we support the affected people, we need to also draw our conclusions and prepare for a world 
where disasters are both more frequent, and more destructive."  

A 15-member EU Civil Protection team has been working in Japan since 19 March. The experts, with support 
from the EU Delegation in Tokyo, have been working on solutions for the delivery of European assistance and 
have been coordinating the reception and onward transport of the aid in Japan.   [read more] 

Deal on reinforced economic governance

The spring European Council of 24-25 March gave the final go-ahead for a 
comprehensive package of measures to preserve the financial stability of 
eurozone and to strengthen economic governance. As regards Libya, it confirmed 
the Union's political objectives: Gaddafi must go, and there must be a political 

Page 1 of 6Delegation of European Union to Australia newsletter 305

7/04/2011https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=636591&u=...



transition, led by the Libyans. Leaders also expressed their support for the Japanese people and, as a 
precaution, decided to have the safety of nuclear plants urgently reviewed. 

As part of the governance package, the summit finalised the European Stability Mechanism, a permanent fund 
which in 2013 will replace the temporary one to support eurozone countries in the event of major economic 
difficulties. It also adopted the Euro Plus Pact, which will step up economic coordination with the aim of 
improving competitiveness.   

On 6 April, the Portuguese Prime Minister, José Sócrates, requested the activation of the financial support 
mechanisms for Portugal.  The President of the European Commission, José Manuel Barroso, assured that this 
request will be processed in the swiftest possible manner, according to the rules applicable.  The President of 
the European Commission reaffirmed his confidence in Portugal's capacity to overcome the present difficulties, 
with the solidarity of its partners.  [read more] 

caption: President of the European council, Herman Van Rompuy 

EU maintains leadership on development aid  

New figures released this week reveal that the EU and its 27 Member States 
spent a record €53.8 billion in 2010 on official development aid.  Aid rose by 
about €4.5 billion from 2009, reaching a total of €53.8 billion, which confirms 
the EU's position as the largest and most generous donor of official development 
assistance, providing more than half of global official aid. Although the EU 
missed its target for 2010, it still made positive progress despite the economic 
downturn. Three of the five largest donors worldwide are EU members and four 
of them have already reached the 0.7% target. Overall, EU aid represents 0.43% 

of EU Gross National Income.  

Presenting the figures, Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs said "In 2010, the EU remained by far 
the leading donor worldwide. However, aid budgets must be increased if we are to meet our ambitious goals 
for 2015. This is a collective effort and we need all players to contribute their fair share. Aid is a smart 
investment in the future. Promoting inclusive growth and sustainable development in partner countries is in 
our mutual interest."  [read more] 

EU wins key WTO case proving Boeing received billions in subsidies from US  

The European Commission welcomes the WTO Panel report published on 1 
April which found that billions of dollars in US Federal and State subsidies 
granted to Boeing are illegal under WTO rules. EU Trade Commissioner Karel 
De Gucht said after the ruling had been announced "This WTO Panel report 
clearly shows that Boeing has received huge subsidies in the past and continues 
to receive significant subsidies today.  The US began this dispute in 2004 and 
now finds itself with a crystal clear ruling that exposes its long-running multi-

billion dollar subsidisation of Boeing through Federal and State programmes as illegal.  These subsidies have 
resulted in substantial harm to EU interests, causing Airbus to lose sales, depress its aircraft prices and 
unfairly lose market share to Boeing.  The detrimental costs to EU industry from this lengthy and onerous 
subsidisation run into billions of euro.  We therefore welcome the WTO Panel's report and call on the US 
government to take the appropriate steps that may assist to achieve a mutually agreed solution to this dispute". 

 Consular assistance for EU citizens

New measures will promote EU citizens' right to consular protection when they 
are travelling or living outside the EU and when their own country is not 
represented locally.  When in trouble abroad, the first port of call is usually your 
country's consulate or embassy. But what if your country has no diplomatic 
representation in that country?  In such cases, EU nationals can get that help 
from the consulate or embassy of any other EU country.  This is a right of EU 
citizenship: EU countries must provide the same help to citizens without 

representation abroad as they would to their own nationals.  This right applies in all countries outside the 
EU. More on EU citizenship  
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Council introduces CO2 emissions limits for light vans  

The European Council on 31 March approved the first CO2 emission standards 
for small vans in the EU.  The law introduces a limit of 175g CO2/km for the 
average CO2 emissions from light commercial vehicles registered in the EU. It 
will apply to small vans of average mass while specific targets for individual 
vehicles will vary according to their weight. The target will be phased in between 
2014 and 2017. From 2017, full compliance will be required from carmakers. 

The adopted standards apply to new commercial vehicles of up to a mass of 3.5 tons. Similar legislation 
already exists for passenger cars. [read more]   

EU economy 

In February 2011, compared with January 2011, the volume of retail trade fell by 
0.1% in both the euro area (EA17) and the EU27. In January retail trade rose by 
0.2% and 0.4% respectively.  In February 2011, compared with February 2010, 
the retail sales index grew by 0.1% in the euro area and by 0.9% in the EU27.  
[read more]  

In February 2011 compared with January 2011, the industrial producer price 
index rose by 0.8% in both the euro area (EA17) and the EU272. In January prices increased by 1.3% and 
1.2% respectively.  In February 2011 compared with February 2010, industrial producer prices gained 6.6% in 
the euro area and 7.1% in the EU27.  [read more]  

According to rapid estimate published on 31 March by Eurostat the annual inflation rate in the euro area rose 
to 2.6% in March 2011. The rate recorded in February lay at 2.4%.  [read more] 

Latest Eurostats 

Employment: according to Eurostat estimates published on 1 April, 
unemployment in the euro area declined to 9.9% of the working population in 
February, dropping below the 10% mark for the first time since December 2009. 
For the entire EU the unemployment rate dropped from 9.6% in January to 9.5% 
in February.  Read more  

Demography: according to the 2010 report on demography published jointly on 1 April by Eurostat, fertility 
rates has increased over recent years in the EU and life expectancy has increased. Member States with the 
highest fertility rates in 2009 were Ireland (2.07 children per woman), and France (2). The lowest rates were 
seen in Latvia (1.31), Hungary and Portugal (1.32) and Germany (1.36). Moreover the study reveals that in the 
last fifty years life expectancy at birth has increased across the entire EU by around 10 years both for men and 
women ranging from 82.4 for women and 76.4 for men in 2008. Read more  

Asylum seekers: according to a Eurostat survey published on 29 March, in 2010 there were 257,800 asylum 
applicants registered in the EU in comparison with 264,000 in 2009. In 2010, the main countries of citizenship 
of these applicants were Afghanistan (8%), Russia (7%), Serbia (7%), Iraq (6%) and Somalia (6%). The 
greatest number of asylum seekers were registered in France (51,600), Germany (48,500) and in Sweden 
(31,900).  Read more  

Everything you ever wanted to know about education mobility 

Mr Bodo Richter, The European Commission's International Policy Coordinator 
in the Directorate General Education & Culture, is in Australia for meetings with 
the Australian Government. He will also give presentations around Australia 
outlining the diverse relationship between the EU and Australia, in terms of 
education and mobility for research.  
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The relationship between the EU and Australia in terms of Education and Research collaboration is rich, varied 
and very successful.  However not many people know the extent of the collaboration or the background to it. 
 Mr. Richter will cover the many programs currently open to Australian students and academics such as 
 Erasmus Mundus, Marie Curie, Jean Monnet and the joint EU-Australia funded bilateral mobility projects.  
The presentations are being held at universities around Australia from 4 to 14 April. 

European City of Science 

Dublin will be the European City of Science next year when it hosts the 5th 
Euroscience Open Forum (ESOF 2012, http://www.euroscience.org/esof-
2012,28120,en.html ) in the National Convention Centre from 12-16 July 2011.  
It is a major opportunity to showcase some of the best of Irish science, marking 
the fruits of ten years of progressive investment in the generation and use of new 

scientific knowledge. 

The Chief Scientific Adviser (CSA), Professor Patrick Cunningham, has said that most of the programme for 
the five days of ESOF2012 will be put together by an International Programme Committee (Chaired by 
Professor Luke O’Neill) from proposals made by individuals, groups or institutions. A call for Scientific 
Session Proposals for ESOF2012 will close on 30 June 2011 (see link at  
http://www.dublinscience2012.ie/calls).   

EU Centre at RMIT presents The Art of Being Europe

"Culture is expensive, but ignorance is more expensive. The goal of democracy is 
to make the largest number of citizens live in good conditions together with the 
highest possible level of education. So culture is not leisure.  No, no, no. You 
hear people say I would go to this concert if I had time. No. Culture, it is not 
something for the holidays. You start with education and culture then maybe you 
have a good economy, NOT the other way around. Culture makes our society 
consistent and relevant and meaningful." Deputy Mayor of Paris, Christophe 

Girard. 

The EU Centre at RMIT presents its Inaugural Annual Lecture on The Art of Being Europe, on Thursday 14 
April, 2011 from 5.00 pm—6.30 pm at the RMIT City campus, Storey Hall, Level 7 Conference Rooms 1 & 
2.  Speakers: Dr Lyn Gallacher and Michael Shirrefs.   

Dr Lyn Gallacher was the European Union Qantas Journalist of 2010. For this award she and Michael Shirrefs 
travelled to Europe to produce a six part radio series and website called The Art of Being Europe. Michael 
Shirrefs is a bit of a media hybrid, with over 20 years as a program maker, he has spent just as many years as a 
sound-designer and composer. The Art of Being Europe tour took the pair from Belgium, to Denmark, to 
Finland, to Germany, to France, to Estonia and back home via England. In each country they were introduced 
to the best and brightest thinkers in the area of arts and culture. Free event. All welcome. Light refreshments 
will be served following the lecture. Please RSVP to eucentre@rmit.edu.au . For more information, visit 
www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre 

Last days of Windows on Europe : Melbourne
 Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011 is a unique film festival which brings 
together award winning films from across the European Union.  Melbourne 14 - 
17 April 2011.  More information: 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/Cultural/FilmFestival2011/

EUtube: White Paper on the Future of Transport

This video clip announces in an imaginative, futuristic and surprising way the 
publication of the White Paper on the Future of Transport. It encourages 
viewers to visit the website where they will find 50 facts and figures 
characteristic of the state of transport in Europe today. In addition they will find 

out more about the measures being proposed in the White Book to create a sustainable and competitive 
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European transport for the future. This includes improving our infrastructure, adopting new legislation to 
achieve an internal market, supporting new technologies that will enable us to better manage our traffic and 
developing clean vehicles.  [watch video]  http://www.ec.europa.eu/transport  EUtube - 
http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 

ANU Centre for European Studies & Department of Education, Employment 
and Workplace Relations present Lifelong Learning and the Globalisation of 
Education. Presenters: Hélène Clark, Elizabeth Deane, Jennifer Taylor. 
 Wednesday 13 April 2011, 12:00pm – 1:00pm.  Ms Hélène Clark is Director 
in the Directorate-General for Education and Culture, responsible for "Lifelong 
learning: policies and programme". Professor Elizabeth Deane is currently Pro-
Vice Chancellor with special responsibilities for students at the Australian 

National University, Canberra. Ms Jennifer Taylor has recently been appointed as Acting Deputy Secretary 
Office of Early Childhood Education and Child Care. Venue: ANU Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge 
Street (Bldg 67C), Canberra.RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au by Monday 11 April 2011  

ANU Centre for European Studies presents Security Challenges and European Enlargement. Thursday 14 
April 2011, 10:00am – 11:00am.  Speaker: Paweł Świeboda, President of demosEUROPA, Centre for 
European Strategy.   The global financial crisis has added to an already detectable “enlargement fatigue” in 
European Union (EU) countries. Now the multiple crises in North Africa and the Middle East have presented 
the EU with new security challenges. Venue: ANU Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge Street , 
Canberra. RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au by Tuesday 12 April 2011  

ANU Centre for European Studies presents Far West / Estremo Occidente Ideas Beyond Borders, NiSA 
Conference, 15-17 April 2011.  On the occasion of the 150th anniversary of Italian unification this conference 
will critically analyse the relationship and exchanges between Italy and Australasia. Venue: Sir Roland 
Wilson Building, ANU, Canberra. Register: europe@anu.edu.au . [read more] 

Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three 
Actions of the programme. Deadline is 29 April 2011.  [read more]   

OCEANS [Organisation for Cooperation Exchange And Networking among Students] unites like-minded 
people with diverse academic backgrounds from the EU countries, the USA, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, Japan and South Korea. Its members are students and alumni who participate or have taken part in 
the exchanges, as well as staff and faculty members, partners and promoters of the bilateral EU Exchange. 
[read more] 

Upcoming cultural events 
Audi Festival of German Films - in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth.  6 – 18 April.  39 
films in total - from heart-warming comedies, to political dramas, from action packed family films to edgy 
documentaries, this jubilee edition is bound to excite, entertain and challenge viewers across Australia. [read 
more]  

The Art of Being Europe on ABC Radio National Artworks Feature.  After a life changing grand tour and 
access to some of the finest minds, winner of the 2010 European Union Qantas Journalist Award veteran 
broadcaster Lyn Gallacher takes us into Europe's soul with a new series. Transcripts are available on the 
website: (http://abc.net.au/rn/artworks/features/europe/  ) 

The Ministry of Culture of Spain and the ANU are pleased to announce that the 2011 Spanish Cultural 
Cooperation grant program is now open.  Applications close 1 May 2011.  More information 
http://www.spainculturalprogram.com.au/  

Tues 3 May To Sat 7 May 2011 Le Médecin Volant [The Flying Doctor] and La Jalousie du Barbouillé  
[The Jealous Husband or Barbouillés Jealousy] a double bill in one evening by Moliere, Collingwood 
College, cnr Cromwell Street and McCutcheon St. Entirely in French with English surtitles.  MFT will 
present for an Australian premiere these 2 hilarious classical comedies. For more details, click here 

More events
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For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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