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EU and Australia are 'allies' in Doha Round, says Australia's Trade Minister 
EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht was in Australia last week as part of a 
wider visit to the Asia-Pacific region. He met with his counterpart, Australian 
Minister for Trade Craig Emerson, and had talks with government and business.  
On 17 March he delivered a keynote address to the European Australian 
Business Council. 
 
At the joint press conference held in Sydney following De Gucht's meeting with 
Craig Emerson, both sides expressed satisfaction with the ongoing positive state 
of the EU-Australia relationship.  
 
Minister Emerson highlighted exchanges between the EU and Australia,  noting 
"Last year more than 1.2 million visitors from the EU came to Australia, and 
almost a million Australians visited the EU."  He also said that "European Union 
and Australia are allies in seeking an early conclusion to the Doha Round." 
 
Commissioner De Gucht stressed the benefits of trade between the two, saying 

"There are nearly 2400 European companies in Australia directly generating some 500,000 jobs, and 
indirectly 1.4 million jobs," and "I can assure you that the euro is not about to unravel..... The euro is a very 
stable and strong currency".  [read more] 

De Gucht represents EU at Christchurch Memorial Service
EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht represented the European Union at the 
National Memorial Service in Christchurch on 18 March at the invitation of NZ 
Prime Minister John Key. He joined other senior figures from abroad -
Australia's Governor-General Quentin Bryce, Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
and Leader of the Opposition Tony Abbott, and  HRH Prince William from the 
United Kingdom.  Before the event, Commissioner De Gucht said. "I am coming 
to express the European Union's condolences and sympathy at the sad loss of life 
and damage the recent earthquake caused in Christchurch. The European Union 

is ready to give rapid and effective assistance where most needed at the request of the New Zealand 
Government, as we are also offering to Japan at this time."  Seven EU countries - the UK, Netherlands, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Spain and France - have offered technical assistance to help Christchurch, and the UK 
has already been in action on the ground.  Video  

An overview of the EU's response to developments in Libya 
On 23 March, the Council of the European Union adopted legislation to 
implement UN Security Council Resolution 1973 which broadened the scope of 
the restrictive measures already imposed against Libya.. The new Council 
decision aims to prevent all flights in the air-space of Libya and strenghtens the 
enforcement of the arms embargo.  It also bans Libyan aircraft from EU Member 
States airspace as well as any aircraft it has reason to believe is carrying 
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prohibited items, including armed mercenary personnel. 
 
The European Union was at the forefront from the beginning of the crisis by imposing tough sanctions, beyond 
what was decided in the UN Security Council, and by providing humanitarian aid. "We stand ready for further 
actions in this field", stressed President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy.  The EU High 
Representative, Catherine Ashton, has established a task force bringing together European External Action 
Service and European Commission experts to adapt the EU's existing instruments for helping the countries of 
Northern Africa. A technical fact-finding mission has visited Libya to assess the situation on the ground. 
  
The current Libyan regime has to withdraw from all areas they have entered by force, return to their 
compounds and allow humanitarian aid, said Herman Van Rompuy in his address to the Paris Summit for the 
Support to the Libyan People.  The Commission has allocated 30 million euros to address humanitarian needs 
in Libya and neighbouring countries. Initially, medical and food aid, shelter and other necessities are being 
provided to refugees crossing into Tunisia and Egypt. As soon as the security situation in Libya allows, aid will 
also be provided inside the country.  [read more] 

EU's efforts to help Japan in the wake of earthquake and tsunami  
On 24 March Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International 
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, arrived in Japan to discuss 
the ongoing relief operations with the Japanese authorities and aid providers and 
oversee the logistics of European assistance that is being delivered. 
 
Previously, the EU sent to Japan 70 tonnes of relief items donated by its member 
states through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, which had been requested by 
Japan on 15 March to deal with the consequences of the earthquake and tsunami.  

An EU Civil Protection Assessment and Coordination Team is coordinating the upcoming assistance on the 
ground. 
 
Concerning the situation in Japan's nuclear power plants, the EU Commission is regularly receiving 
information from the International Atomic Energy Agency. [read more]

Nuclear safety and energy supply in focus
In light of the recent crises in Japan and North Africa, EU energy ministers on 21 
March took stock of the state of play in the energy sectors and of the possible 
impact on the markets. It was decided that the priority is to provide Japan and 
Libya with humanitarian as well as technical assistance. 
  
As regards nuclear safety, the main concern is to ensure that the highest 
standards are applied. The European Council is ready to launch a review of the 
safety of nuclear facilities through a comprehensive risk and safety assessment 

("stress-test") of the EU's reactors. The criteria should be defined drawing the lessons from the situation in 
Japan, and should be ready in time for the tests to be executed before the end of 2011.  [read more] 

 Helping the victims of Human Trafficking: adoption of stronger EU rules 
The European Council on 21 March adopted a new directive dealing 
with trafficking in human beings. The adoption follows a Commission Directive 
proposal last spring, with binding legislation to prevent trafficking, to effectively 
prosecute criminals, and to better protect the victims, in line with the highest 
European standards. 
  
"This is a very important step towards a comprehensive and more effective 
European anti-trafficking policy. The new ambitious rules adopted today will 
keep the EU at the forefront of the international fight against human trafficking 

by protecting the victims and punishing the criminals behind this modern slavery", said Cecilia Malmström, 
Commissioner for Home Affairs.   
 
The new Directive takes a victim centred approach, including a gender perspective, to cover actions in 
different areas such as criminal law provisions, prosecution of offenders, victims' support and victims' rights in 
criminal proceedings, prevention and monitoring of the implementation. 
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EU Anti Trafficking website:  http://ec.europa.eu/anti-trafficking/index.action

Services are the driving force of the EU economy
In an address delivered at the Australian Services Roundtable's Services 
Symposium on 23 March, Ambassador David Daly, Head of the European Union 
Delegation to Australia, provided a European perspective on services reform.  
Outlining the benefits of the EU's internal market, Ambassador Daly observed 
that it is at the core of the economic integration of the 27 Member States, 
enabling companies to operate according to a single rulebook.  Ambassador Daly 
touched upon the European Commission's recent proposals for realising the 
Single Market's full potential, particularly in the services sector, and noted that 
the EU was Australia's largest services trade partner, with cooperation between 

the respective sectors boding well for future bilateral trade. [read more] 

 Pacific Islands:  €735 million to fight poverty and the effects of climate change
"Pacific island countries and territories are not responsible for climate change. 
You are the lowest emitters of greenhouse gases – and yet your geography and 
high dependence on natural resources such as land or water, so heavily affected 
by climate change, puts you directly in the firing line." said Development 
Commissioner Andris Piebalgs during his recent visit to the Pacific.  At the 
High-Level Regional Conference on Climate Change in the Pacific, 
Commissioner Piebalgs launched and announced new programmes, amounting to 
€89.4 million, aimed at fighting poverty and the effects of climate change. He 
also called for increased international support for the Pacific Islands. 
 

Given the alarming impact of climate change on the region as the main obstacle to growth and cause of 
poverty, the EU and Pacific Islands agreed to focus EU aid on adaptation measures to climate change. The 
framework for the EU’s assistance to the region is the EU Strategy for a Strengthened Partnership with the 
Pacific, adopted in 2006. The overall amount for the period 2008-2013 is €735 million through the 10th 
European Development Fund. [read more] 
 
caption: Andris Piebalgs receives a totem wood sculpture from Philip Boedoro, a Member of Vanuatu's Parliament 

Reaching for the clouds 
Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the European Commission and Commissioner 
for the Digital Agenda, speaking at the opening of the Microsoft Centre on Cloud 
Computing and Interoperability in Brussels on 22 March, stressed that cloud 
computing is an opportunity for governments to deliver services to citizens more 
efficiently and at lower cost. 
  
"We stand at the edge of a computing era of unprecedented flexibility and 
economies of scale. That is the promise of the cloud: the chance to turn IT 
provision into a real utility. And what a big promise that is, given the track 
record of computing in delivering better and better value. To be sure, for all our 
European efforts, we recognise that the Holy Grail is actually finding global 
solutions, working through bodies like the G20 and others. Let’s aim high – up to 

the clouds." said Commissioner Kroes.  [read more] 

EU economy 
Employment: According to the first Eurostat estimates for the fourth quarter of 
2010 the number of people in employment increased by 0.1% both in the euro 
area and in the EU in comparison with the previous quarter. Read more 
Inflation: In a study published on 16 March, Eurostat recorded a rise over one 
year of 2.4% in the inflation rate in the euro area for February 2011 against 2.3% 
in January. The annual inflation rate for the EU remained unchanged at 2.8% 
between January and February 2011. Read more  
Trade: The first estimate for the euro area (EA17) trade balance with the rest of 

the world in January 2011 gave a 14.8 bn euro deficit, compared with -9.7 bn in January 2010. The December 
2010 balance was -0.5 bn, compared with +3.2 bn in December 2009. In January 2011 compared with 
December 2010, seasonally adjusted exports rose by 3.6% and imports by 5.3%. The first estimate for the 
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January 2011 extra-EU27 trade balance was a 29.8 bn euro deficit, compared with -22.7 bn in January 2010. In 
December 2010 the balance was -10.9 bn, compared with -2.9 bn in December 2009. In January 2011 
compared with December 2010, seasonally adjusted exports rose by 6.4% and imports by 4.8%.  

Windows on Europe screens in Adelaide and Melbourne
 Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011 is a unique film festival which brings 
together award winning films from across the European Union.  Adelaide 31 - 7 
April, Melbourne 14 - 17 April 2011.  More information: 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/Cultural/FilmFestival2011/

EUtube: EU Career Opportunities
Career opportunities in the EU Institutions : why would you want to consider 
a career in the EU Institutions? [watch video].  Find more on http://www.eu-
careers.eu . EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube   

Academic news and events 
The EU Centre at RMIT presents a seminar: The Impact of Increased 
Loading on Wastewater Treatment Flow Processes.  Speaker Dr Jean-
Christophe Baudez, RMPC Visiting Scientist from CEMAGREF, France.  
Tuesday 29 March 4.30 pm—5.30 pm, RMIT City campus, Building 20,  Court 
Room 3.  Free event. Please RSVP to: eucentre@rmit.edu.au . or visit 
www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  

ANU Centre for European Studies & School of Politics and International 
Relations presents Power, Interest and Norms: Competing Visions of EU-Asia Partnership.  Monday 4 
April 2011, 11:00am – 12:00pm.  Dr YEO Lay Hwee is Director of the European Union Centre in Singapore 
and teaches at the National University of Singapore and Nanyang Technological University.  Venue: ANU 
Centre for European Studies, 1 Liversidge Street (Bldg 67C), Canberra.  RSVP: europe@anu.edu.au  by 28 
March 2011  

EU Centre at RMIT Seminar: Berlin and its Jewish Community: Great Significance, Destruction and 
Surprising Revival.  Thursday 7 April, 6.00 pm—8.00 pm, RMIT City campus, Council Chamber, Building 
1, Level 2, Speaker: Dr Joseph Hajdu,  author of ‘Berlin Today’.  Free event. Please RSVP to: 
eucentre@rmit.edu.au or visit www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  

Europe and East Asia: Debating Democracies, Identities and Futures - jointly hosted by the University of 
Melbourne & Deakin University, 15 April 2011.   Location: Deakin University Melbourne City Centre. 

PhD opportunities: Three inaugural PhD scholarships for high-performing Australian Public Service 
employees to undertake research in areas of priority public interest at ANU. Applications are now being 
sought from eligible public servants for the 2011 round of scholarships.  Salary support at your current EL1 or 
EL2 salary for the duration of a full-time PhD. Scholarship details: http://srwfoundation.anu.edu.au/phd-
scholarships/. Inquiries to Professor Jacqueline Lo, Director, ANUCES <jacquelie.lo@anu.edu.au> 

Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three 
Actions of the programme. Deadline is 29 April 2011.  More information on the Erasmus Mundus website: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.php  

EU External Affairs Review - call for contributions.  High-quality papers reporting original research and 
innovative approaches for the European Union External Affairs Review are now invited for submission. The 
official website www.eu-review.com will be launched in May 2011.  For further information, please contact 
Daniel Novotny, Deputy Director, Research Centre, Association for International Affairs, (+420) 776 361 
973, daniel.novotny@amo.cz 

Upcoming cultural events 
The Art of Being Europe on ABC Radio National Artworks Feature.  After a life changing grand tour and 
access to some of the finest minds, winner of the 2010 European Union Qantas veteran broadcaster Lyn 
Gallacher takes us into Europe's soul with a new series. From 6 March 2011 at 11am for 6 weeks.  
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Transcripts and podcasts will be available on the website: ( http://abc.net.au/rn/artworks/features/europe/  )  

The Ministry of Culture of Spain and the ANU are pleased to announce that the 2011 Spanish Cultural 
Cooperation grant program is now open.  Applications close 1 May 2011.  More information 
http://www.spainculturalprogram.com.au/ 

Tues 3 May To Sat 7 May 2011 Le Médecin Volant [The Flying Doctor] and La Jalousie du Barbouillé  
[The Jealous Husband or Barbouillés Jealousy] a double bill in one evening by Moliere, Collingwood 
College, cnr Cromwell Street and McCutcheon St. Entirely in French with English surtitles.  MFT will 
present for an Australian premiere these 2 hilarious classical comedies. For more details, click here

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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