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European Commissioner for Trade visiting Australia and New Zealand 

EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht will be in Sydney, Australia, from 16-
17 March.  In talks with his Australian counterpart, Trade Minister Craig 
Emerson, Commissioner De Gucht will discuss prospects for the WTO Doha 
Round and bilateral trade issues.  In his meetings with government and business, 
the Commissioner is expected to raise the issue of raw materials supply, which 
has become a common concern in today's international trade environment. [read 
more] 

EU sets out priorities to dismantle trade barriers
The European Commission on 10 March published its first Trade and Investment 
Barriers report which singles out important barriers in the markets of six strategic 
economic partners and proposes specific actions to remove the barriers. 
Dismantling these barriers would improve and open up new export and 
investment opportunities for European companies and people. The report will be 
presented to the European Council on 24-25 March. 
  
"We need more than paper deals", said EU Trade Commissioner Karel De 

Gucht. "We need to ensure that the trade deals and rules we have negotiated with our partners are actually 
implemented on the ground. With today's report to the European Council we are moving the dismantling of 
trade barriers to the top of our political agenda."  
  
This Trade and Investment Barriers Report is the first such annual report presented to the European Council. It 
follows a mandate from the EU 2020 strategy and has been announced in the Commission's recent trade policy 
Communication "Trade, Growth and World Affairs" as part of a more assertive approach to tackle trade 
barriers. The report calls for removing trade barriers to become a cornerstone of the EU's relations with its 
trading partners, and suggests concrete action such as the launch of an initiative to open government 
procurement markets, possible dispute settlement action, making the best use of high level fora such as the 
Transatlantic Economic Council or the EU-China High Level Economic Dialogue but also raising the barriers 
at the highest political level in bilateral Summits with the countries concerned.  [read more] 

EU's response to the earthquake and tsunami in Japan
At the first news of the devastating earthquake and tsunami on 11 March, the European Council expressed its 
condolences to and support for the affected people and governments. The leaders asked the High 
Representative and the European Commission to mobilise all appropriate assistance. In addition, EU Council 
President Van Rompuy, together with Commission President Barroso, issued a message of solidarity on behalf 
of the European Union. 
 
The European Commission immediately activated the European Civil Protection Mechanism. The Mechanism 
facilitates cooperation in disaster response. 37 states participate in its operations (27 EU member states plus 
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Croatia, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway). These countries pool their resources to make them available to 
disaster-stricken countries all over the world. So far 20 states have offered personnel and equipment through 
this mechanism. 
 
Regarding nuclear safety concerns, the European Commission is in regular contact on the situation with 
Japanese sources, the International Atomic Energy Agency and established emergency networks in Europe. 
 Commissioner Oettinger has called for a coordination meeting, which will take place on 15 March in Brussels, 
with EU energy ministers, all 27 nuclear safety authorities and all operators and vendors of nuclear power 
plants in the EU to assess the situation in Japan as well as the EU's state of preparedness in the case of similar 
accidents. The aim is to get first- hand information about contingency plans and safety requirements in place. 
More on the EU response to the disaster in Japan 

Climate Change: a Roadmap for building a competitive low-carbon Europe by 
2050 

The European Commission on 8 March adopted a Roadmap for transforming the 
European Union into a competitive low carbon economy by 2050. The Roadmap 
describes the cost-effective pathway to reach the EU's objective of cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions by 80-95% of 1990 levels by 2050.  Based on the cost-
effectiveness analysis undertaken, the Roadmap gives direction to sectoral 
policies, national and regional low-carbon strategies and long-term investments. 
The EU needs to start working now on long-term strategies, and the Roadmap 
provides guidance on how this transition can be achieved in the most cost-
effective way.  The European Commission has also taken the initiative because 
leading the global transition to a low carbon and resource-efficient economy will 
have multiple benefits for the EU. 
  
Jill Duggan, the EU's carbon price expert working in the Directorate-General for 
Climate Action within the European Commission, was in Australia this week and 
last for talks with Climate Change and Energy Efficiency Minister Greg Combet 
and Shadow Minister for Climate Action, Environment and Heritage, Greg Hunt. 
 Ms Duggan also met with government officials, NGOs, industry and business 
groups in Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney and Brisbane.  Ms Duggan's visit 
offered an opportunity for Australians to learn more of Europe's experience of its 

emissions trading scheme, in place since 2005, and of other measures it has undertaken to mitigate global 
warming. Jill Duggan's presentation to the Australian Industry Greenhouse Network  

Climate action: European businesses invest in low carbon technologies 
More than 150 proposals for large-scale demonstration projects involving innovative renewable energy and 
carbon capture and storage technologies have been submitted under the EU's New Entrants Reserve (NER) 
programme, the world's largest demonstration programme for such technologies. The NER 300 programme 
aims to fund at least 8 carbon capture and storage projects and at least 34 innovative renewable energy 
demonstration projects. The programme is so named because it will be funded from the sale of 300 million 
emission allowances held in the New Entrants Reserve of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS). At the 
current carbon price, these allowances are worth €4-5 billion, but as project sponsors must also bring funding it 
is expected to leverage around the same amount in addition from private or other sources.  
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/roadmap/index_en.htm  

The future CAP must be green  
At the 4th Forum of the Future of Agriculture, European Commissioner for 
Environment, Janez Potočnik, spoke of the importance of agriculture and forestry 
for the environment.  In Europe, farmers and foresters manage three quarters of 
the land, so the way they manage the land is crucial for the health of soils, for 
protecting water or biodiversity as well as for achieving climate change 
objectives.  Farming can benefit the environment enormously "If things go 
wrong, however" warned Commissioner Potočnik, "the potential for causing 
problems is just as large."  [read more] 

Page 2 of 5European Union Delegation to Australia newsletter 303

16/03/2011https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=634737&u...



Priorities for future EU policy in the Southern Neighbourhood
On 11 March the European Council met in an extraordinary session to discuss developments in Libya and the 
Southern Neighbourhood region and set the political direction and priorities for future EU policy and action. 
 In the resulting declaration on behalf of the European Union, the Council saluted the courage demonstrated by 
the people of the region. 
  
"The situation in Libya remains a cause for grave concern. We express our strong solidarity with the Libyan 
people and the victims. We firmly condemn the violent repression the Libyan regime applies against its citizens 
and the gross and systematic violation of human rights. We welcome UN Security Council Resolution 1970 and 
the referral of the situation in Libya to the International Criminal Court. The use of force, especially with 
military means, against civilians is unacceptable and must stop immediately. The safety of the people must be 
ensured by all necessary means. The European Council expresses its deep concern about attacks against 
civilians, including from the air." reads the Declaration, concluding "The European Union is conscious of the 
wider political and economic impact of these events on the wider region and calls for reactivating the Middle 
East Peace Process."  Read more 

Towards stronger economic governance

At its meeting on 15 March the Council of the European Union agreed a general 
approach on six legislative proposals aimed at strengthening economic 
governance in the EU, especially in the euro area.  The main objective is the 
enhancement of budgetary discipline in the EU Member States' economic 
policies.  the proposals are part of the EU's response to the challenges highlighted 
by the recent economic and financial crisis.  Draft regulations are aimed at 
broadening the surveillance of Member States' economic policies by introducing a 

mechanism for the prevention and correction of excessive macroeconomic imbalances. [read more] 

Research and Innovations Commissioner meets Australian & NZ counterparts

Last week, European Commissioner for Research and Innovation, Máire 
Geoghegan-Quinn, met Senator Kim Carr, Australian Minister for Innovation, 
Industry, Science and Research, and Wayne Mapp, Minister of Science and 
Innovation, New Zealand.  

Both Ministers welcomed a strategic approach to the partnerships on research 
and innovation including regional and multilateral initiatives.  Innovation and 

Intellectual Property were key discussion points. Responding to invitations from both Ministers, Commissioner 
Geoghegan-Quinn expressed her interest in visiting the region in the spring of 2012. 

PhD opportunity at the ANU Centre for European Studies
In 2011, the Sir Roland Wilson Foundation is offering three inaugural PhD scholarships for high-performing 
Australian Public Service employees to undertake research in areas of priority public interest at ANU. 
Scholarship holders will be supported at their full salary for the duration of a full-time PhD (three years) to 
undertake research in areas which are of relevance and enduring interest for the Australian Public Service. 
Successful applicants will be enrolled as PhD candidates at ANU and supervised by leading academics in their 
area of research, as well as being mentored by executive level public servants.  Scholarship holders will also 
receive an additional stipend to conduct a component of their research overseas.  The PhD scholarship scheme 
is the result of a partnership between the Commonwealth Government and the Sir Roland Wilson Foundation 
and is designed to nurture future senior leaders in the APS and provide them with ongoing learning and 
development opportunities at Australia’s national university. Applications are now being sought from eligible 
public servants for the 2011 round of scholarships. 
  
Salary support at your current EL1 or EL2 salary for the duration of a full-time PhD - $45,000 stipend to 
undertake an international component to your PhD, mentoring and career support by an executive leadership 
group.  Scholarship details: http://srwfoundation.anu.edu.au/phd-scholarships/. Inquiries to Professor 
Jacqueline Lo, Director, ANUCES <jacquelie.lo@anu.edu.au> 
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Windows on Europe : film extravaganza continues in Auckland, Adelaide and Melbourne
 Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011 is a unique film festival which brings 
together award winning films from across the European Union.  Auckland 17 - 
23 March, Adelaide 31 - 7 April, Melbourne 14 - 17 April 2011.  More 
information: 

http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/Cultural/FilmFestival2011/

EUtube: Micro-credit 
Micro-credit in the EU means loans under €25,000. It is tailored to micro-
enterprises, employing fewer than 10 people (91% of all European businesses), 
and unemployed or inactive people who want to go into self-employment but do 
not have access to traditional banking services. 99% of start-ups in Europe are 
micro or small enterprises and one third of these are launched by people who are 

unemployed. http://www.ec.europa.eu/epmf  . [watch video]  EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube   

Academic news and events 
How Likely is it that the European Union will disintegrate? Professor 
Douglas Webber, Visiting Fellow, examines the possibilities and likely 
outcomes.  Free event hosted by the Monash European and EU Centre at 18 
March from 2.15 - 4.0pm at the Caulfield Campus.  RSVP by 16 March to 
patricia.arnold@general.monash.edu.au or 03 9903 4638 

The Europe 2020 Strategy: Putting the EU Back on Track? a free event 
sponsored by the European Union Centre at RMIT and CESAA, on 22 March 

12.00 - 1.30 at RMIT City Campus.   RSVP to eucentre@rmit.edu.au . More information 
www.rmit.edu.au/eucentre  

Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three 
Actions of the programme:  Action 1: Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes,  Action 1A: Erasmus Mundus 
Master Courses,  Action 1B: Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates.  The deadline for submission of applications 
under all three Actions is 29 April 2011.  More information on the Erasmus Mundus website: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.php  

Europe and East Asia: Debating Democracies, Identities and Futures - jointly hosted by the University of 
Melbourne & Deakin University, 15 April 2011.  This workshop seeks to bring together an inter-disciplinary 
gathering of scholars of European and East Asian regional integration.  Location: The workshop, sponsored 
by University of Melbourne and Deakin University, will be held at the Deakin University Melbourne City 
Centre. 

Upcoming cultural events 
The Art of Being Europe on ABC Radio National Artworks Feature.  After a life changing grand tour and 
access to some of the finest minds, winner of the 2010 European Union Qantas veteran broadcaster Lyn 
Gallacher takes us into Europe's soul with a new series. From 6 March 2011 at 11am for 6 weeks. 
  
In 2007 the European Union launched an agenda for culture. Its aim was to mainstream culture into all areas 
of policy and show that it can help the EU achieve its political and economic objectives. This new co-
operation between the economy, politics and culture drives The Art of Being Europe series, and tracks the 
progress of a group of artists, intellectuals and young people who are searching for a European soul.  
  
20 March: Film & the EU German film director, Wim Wenders addresses a parliamentary hearing into ‘Film 
and European Identity', and we take a tour of a studio in Copenhagen where children make their own movies. 
It's all part of ensuring that the next generation has access to European stories, in what Aviva Silver from the 
EU Media Unit, calls a time of terrible transition.  
  
27 March: Process Theory As the GFC bites and manufacturing industries fade, art is now an asset. But 
exactly how can creative minds can rebuild a city? Today we meet Christophe Girard, the deputy Mayor of 
Paris, Jane Gavan, visual artist in a Belgium factory, Frank Madlener, the head of IRCAM, Jean Yves Kaced, 
commercial director of the Paris Opera and Paul Dujardin director of Bozart in Brussels. Each one of them 
has their own approach to the question.  
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3 April: European Capitals of Culture Is this the most successful of all EU's cultural projects? Today, a 
survey of the European Capitals of Culture program, and a frank assessment from its manager, Jacqueline 
Pacaud. We also visit the two current capitals, Turku in Finland and Tallinn in Estonia, as well as one of the 
past capitals, Lille in France where the program kicked on to become Lille 3000.  
  
10 April: A Soul For Europe's Future Jacques Delors, former president of the European Commission, 
coined the phrase ‘Soul for Europe' and Nele Hertling, vice president of the Berlin Arts Academy, is running 
with it. The rebuilding of Europe through culture can be seen from places as far apart as Fiskars village in 
Finland, to Museum Island in Berlin. Also Bjørn Nørgaard speaks about his tapestries at Christiansborg 
Palace, because no one ever fell in love with a trade agreement.  
  
The Art of Being Europe starts on Sunday 6 March at 11am (repeat Sunday 8pm) as the Artworks Feature. 
Transcripts and podcasts will be available on the website: ( http://abc.net.au/rn/artworks/features/europe/  )  

Come and celebrate St Patrick's Day in style with the brilliantly talented, effortless and exuberant Alan 
Kelly Quartet. Direct from Ireland, this band rips into contemporary, traditional and original Irish music on 
accordion, fiddle, flute and guitar. Pure genius and joy! Supported by Culture Ireland - Promoting Irish arts 
worldwide. Thursday 17 March 2011 from 7pm to 8.30pm.  FREE. A cash bar will be provided. Bookings 
essential by email bookings@nma.gov.au  or on (02) 6208 5021. http://nma.gov.au/events/alan_kelly_quartet/ 

The Ministry of Culture of Spain and the ANU are pleased to announce that the 2011 Spanish Cultural 
Cooperation grant program is now open.  Applications close 1 May 2011.  More information 
http://www.spainculturalprogram.com.au/ 

Tues 3 May To Sat 7 May 2011 Le Médecin Volant [The Flying Doctor] and La Jalousie du Barbouillé  
[The Jealous Husband or Barbouillés Jealousy] a double bill in one evening by Moliere, Collingwood 
College, cnr Cromwell Street and McCutcheon St. Entirely in French with English surtitles.  MFT will 
present for an Australian premiere these 2 hilarious classical comedies. For more details, click here

More events

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   
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European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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