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EU activates Civil Protection Mechanism for Christchurch
Upon New Zealand's request, the Civil Protection Mechanism of the European Union was activated on 25 
February following the devastating earthquake in Christchurch on 22 February. The 31 states that participate in 
the Mechanism have been informed about the needs on the ground and the Monitoring and Information Centre 
of the European Commission stands ready to streamline their offers of assistance. 

Kristalina Georgieva, Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, 
stated: "The European Union is ready to help New Zealand cope with the consequences of this major disaster. 
Together with our Member States, my services will work to provide the requested assistance in the fastest and 
most efficient possible way". 
 
The authorities of New Zealand have requested help in three areas – temporary sanitation (camp toilets, 
pumping systems, pipes), the provision of temporary housing and demolition.  [read more] 

European Commissioner for Trade to visit Australia and New Zealand 
European Commissioner for Trade, Karel De Gucht, is visiting Australia and 
New Zealand later this month for talks with Ministers and business 
communities.   
 
Speaking at the NATO Parliamentary Assembly in Brussels on 21 February, De 
Gucht spoke on the European view of the Transatlantic Relationship and the state 
of the WTO.  "Trade is an engine of prosperity, " said De Gucht. "The EU itself 
started life sixty years ago in 1951 as the creation of a common market out of the 

raw materials used for war (coal and steel). It has been our own experience that an effective and prosperous 
marketplace ties countries together and provides a beacon of prosperity to our neighbours. Forty years after 
the creation of the Economic Coal and Steel Community, a wave of freedom and a desire for prosperity rippled 
out across Eastern Europe. Again, opening up markets contributed to growth and created a powerful pole of 
attraction as many of our Eastern neighbours joined the club that helped to find economic security for citizens.  
  
"Trade in goods and services, and investment, lead to economic growth. But it also brings about 
interdependence and, ideally, also better mutual understanding. There may be trade disputes, but, overall, 
history has shown that economic interdependence serves to cement the broader political relationship.  Trade is 
a source of economic growth that binds countries together." [read speech] 

EU interim forecast: economic recovery gaining ground
The economic recovery in the EU continues to make headway. After a strong 
performance in the first half of 2010, real GDP growth for both the EU and the 
euro area slowed down in the second half. The deceleration was expected and in 
line with the soft patch in global growth and trade that reflected the withdrawal of 
stimulus measures. Looking ahead, real GDP growth in 2011 is now forecast at 
1.8% in the EU and 1.6% in the euro area, a slight upward revision compared to 
the autumn forecast. The improved outlook is supported by better prospects for 
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the global economy and strong EU business sentiment. The recovery is expected to become more balanced 
towards domestic demand. Uncertainty remains high and developments across countries are uneven. The 
Commission's inflation forecast for 2011 has been revised up as compared to the autumn due mainly to higher 
energy and commodity prices. It now stands at 2.5% in the EU and 2.2% in the euro area.  
 
EU Economic and Monetary Affairs Commissioner, Olli Rehn said: "After a slowdown of growth in the second 
half of last year, the EU economic recovery is expected to gain further ground this year. While exports should 
continue supporting the recovery, a rebalancing of growth towards domestic demand is expected for 2011, 
resulting in more sustainable growth. Ensuring a stronger recovery calls for an agreement on an ambitious 
agenda of fiscal consolidation and structural reforms, as outlined in Commission's Annual Growth Survey".  
 
A more detailed report is available at:  
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/articles/eu_economic_situation/2011-03-01-interim_forecast_en.htm 

 Catherine Ashton, EU HR at the United Nations
On 28 February Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy, addressed the United Nations Human Rights Security 
Council in Geneva.  Under discussion were events in Libya and other regions of 
the Middle East and North Africa, the occupied Palestine territories, human 
rights in Iran, Burma, North Korea and Belarus.  Catherine Ashton met other 
world partners, including Australian Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd (pictured) and 
US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton. 

  
The EU imposed an arms embargo on Libya, and targeted sanctions against the Libyan regime, including a visa 
ban on Muammar Qadhafi and parts of his family closely associated with the regime. 
  
On 25 February the European Commission announced the allocation of €3 million to respond to humanitarian 
needs in Libya and neighbouring countries.  This emergency funding will provide medical and food aid, shelter 
and basic items to Libyans and Libyan-based refugees who are fleeing violence.  
  
In recent weeks EU HR Ashton has visited Egypt, Israel, the Occupied Palestine Territories, Lebanon and 
Jordan.  [read more] 

Beyond fighting poverty – a modernised EU relationship with Overseas 
Countries and Territories 

The European Commission is seeking to redefine the EU - Overseas Countries 
and Territories (OCTs) relationship in view of the revision of the Overseas 
Association Decision. On 1 March, European Commissioner for Development 
Andris Piebalgs participated in the annual OCT-EU Forum in Noumea, New 
Caledonia, to express his support for a new EU-OCT partnership based on the 
specific situation of these countries. The Commission intends to move this 
relationship beyond the fight against poverty towards the sustainable 
development of the OCTs based on a partnership that brings mutual benefits and 

obligations.  
 
Prior to his departure, Commissioner Piebalgs said: "A focus on poverty reduction is no longer sufficient for 
our relationship. Our new partnership should push for the economic and social development of the OCTs, 
ensuring an inclusive growth and a sustainable development. The OCTs have its important place in the 
European family and I am determined to put our relations to a new, improved footing. "  [read more] 
 
caption: Marie-Luce Penchard, Minister responsible for Overseas France, attached to the French Minister for the 
Interior, Overseas France and Local Authorities, on the left, and Andris Piebalgs 

European Union - Russia talks held in Brussels
José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, on 24 February 
met with Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin.  At the meeting between 
members of the Russian government and the European Commission, discussed 
were issues high on the international agenda and the parties agreed on a joint 
statement on the Middle East and North Africa. 
  
"We condemn and consider unacceptable, the use of military force to break up 
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peaceful demonstrations, as well as any other manifestation of violence. In particular, we highly condemn the 
violence and the use of force against civilians in Libya, which has resulted in the death of hundreds of people. 
We express deep regret and condolence for the loss of human lives. " said Barroso. 
 
Discussions also centred around the EU-Russia relationship in terms of trade, investment, energy concerns, 
human rights, and strengthening the rule of law.  The Commission stressed its continued support for an early 
Russian accession to the WTO.  [read more] 
 
caption: Vladimir Putin, Russian Prime Minister, on the left, and José Manuel Barroso 

30 years of EU-Australia Parliamentary Cooperation
On 22 February 2011 the ANU Centre for European Studies (ANUCES) hosted a public seminar to mark the 
30th anniversary of the relationship between the European Union Parliament and the Australian Parliament.  
On the Australian side, speakers included Mr Harry Jenkins MP, Speaker of the Australian Parliament; 
Professor Jacqueline Lo, Director, ANUCES, Professor Paul Pickering, Deputy Director, Research School of 
Humanities and the Arts, ANU, and Dr John Besemeres, Visiting Fellow, ANUCES.  
 
His Excellency David Daly, Head of the European Union Delegation to Australia, Ms Mara Bizzotto MEP, 
Chair of the European Parliamentary Delegation, Mr Michael Cramer MEP and Mr Hannu Takkula MEP 
spoke on behalf of Europe, with the other visiting MEPs Mr Georgios Papastamkos, Mr Gabriel Mato 
Andover, Mr Petru Constantin Luhan and Mr Emilio Menendez answering questions on behalf of the European 
Parliament.  
 
A video of proceedings is available on our website 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/News/2011/MEP-30-years.htm  

The Art of Being Europe 
The 2010 EU-QANTAS Journalist Award was won by Ms Lyn Gallacher of 
ABC Radio National.  Ms Gallacher recently completed her study tour of 
Europe, which included visits to Belgium, France, Germany, Finland and 
Denmark.   The formal presentation of the Award took place during the 
European Parliament / Australia Interparliamentary Reception at the 
Commonwealth Club on 23 February.   
 
EU Ambassador David Daly presented the Award to Ms Gallacher, saying "This 

Award is one of the measures the European Union Delegation undertakes to help create a better 
understanding in Australia of EU affairs. We aim to give Australian journalists first hand experience in 
covering European issues.  Last year's winner visited – and my thanks goes to these Member States for their 
assistance – to look at the relationship between the economy and culture."   
 
Lyn's  six-part series "The Art of Being Europe" will be broadcast on ABC Radio National from 6 March [see 
below, Cultural events, for more detail].  
  
caption: Ambassador David Daly presents the 2010 EUQJA to Lyn Gallacher [read more] 

And the Oscar goes to …. EU-back film "The King's Speech"
EU-backed film 'The King's Speech' won four Oscars in this year's Academy 
Awards ceremony in Hollywood.  The film, which received €562 000 in 
distribution support from the EU MEDIA fund for cinema, scooped the big 
prizes for Best Picture, Best Director (Tom Hooper), Best Actor (Colin Firth) 
and best original screenplay (David Seidler).  
  
Another MEDIA-backed film, 'In a Better World', directed by Denmark's 
Susanne Bier, collected the statuette for best foreign language film. [read more] 

Looking into the Windows of Europe : film extravaganza continues in Auckland 
 Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011 is a unique film festival which brings 
together award winning films from across the European Union. The festival has 
its origins in Canberra but its popularity has seen it extended to Sydney, 
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Brisbane, Melbourne and across the ditch to New Zealand. Auckland 17 - 23 Mar, Adelaide 31 - 7 Apr, 
Melbourne 14 - 17 Apr 2011.  More information: 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/Cultural/FilmFestival2011/

EUtube: Inflation Island and Economia: New Games at the European Central 
Bank  

The European Central Bank and the Eurosystem have produced two games 
dealing with central banking and economics.  The games are available in the 
educational section of the ECB's website in 22 official EU languages (see 
http://www.ecb.europa.eu/education ) and on the websites of national central 
banks of the Eurosystem.  [watch video] . http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 
Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support 
projects under all three Actions of the programme:  Action 1: Erasmus Mundus 
Joint Programmes,  Action 1A: Erasmus Mundus Master Courses,  Action 1B: 
Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates.  The deadline for submission of applications 
under all three Actions is 29 April 2011.  More information on the Erasmus 
Mundus website: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.ph

Europe and East Asia: Debating Democracies, Identities and Futures - jointly hosted by the University of 
Melbourne & Deakin University, 15 April 2011.  This workshop seeks to bring together an inter-disciplinary 
gathering of scholars of European and East Asian regional integration. We also welcome papers or panels 
addressing the broader links between East Asia, Europe and the democracies, identities and futures of other 
relevant countries in the Asia-Pacific region.  Please send a 200-word abstract with your biographical 
information to Dr. Marshall Clark (marshall.clark@deakin.edu.au ) or Assoc. Prof. Philomena Murray 
(pbmurray@unimelb.edu.au ) by 15 February 2011. Location: The workshop, sponsored by University of 
Melbourne and Deakin University, will be held at the Deakin University Melbourne City Centre. 

Upcoming cultural events 
Saturday 5 March 2011 9am-1pm Francophonie Day . Alliance Française Canberra, 66 McCaughey St., 
Turner ACT. The event is organised in the framework of the International Month of La Francophonie, an 
International Organisation that unites 75 States and Governments under the objective to promote the universal 
values of fraternity, tolerance, democracy, human rights and multiculturalism, as well as to foster the use and 
recognition of French as an international language. Participation by EU Francophone Embassies: France, 
Belgium, Romania, Greece, Cyprus; and Telopea Park School .  Enjoy a day of rich historical, cultural, food 
and music diversity. download flyer  

The Art of Being Europe on ABC Radio National Artworks Feature.  After a life changing grand tour and 
access to some of the finest minds, winner of the 2010 European Union Qantas veteran broadcaster Lyn 
Gallacher takes us into Europe's soul with a new series. From 6 March 2011 at 11am for 6 weeks. 
  
In 2007 the European Union launched an agenda for culture. Its aim was to mainstream culture into all areas 
of policy and show that it can help the EU achieve its political and economic objectives. This new co-
operation between the economy, politics and culture drives The Art of Being Europe series, and tracks the 
progress of a group of artists, intellectuals and young people who are searching for a European soul.  
  
6 March: The Soul of Europe is Steeped in Blood Back to the beginning of European Union , to what 
Victor Hugo calls its ‘noble gestation.' This program celebrates Estonia's move the Euro and we meet Elie 
Barnavi, former Israeli Ambassador to France, who now works for the Museum of Europe in Brussels. It's his 
way of keeping the vision of Europe alive.  
  
13 March: The Cultural Agenda & Creative Industries Can art save the economy? Alison Crabb, from the 
EU's culture commission, and theatre director David Pledger, have very different views. Yet culture continues 
– or does it? We visit the International Jean Sibelius Violin Competition in Helsinki, and Le 104 in Paris, a 
new gallery rising out of a morgue. Also Joachim Sartorius the director of Berliner Festspiele.  
  
20 March: Film & the EU German film director, Wim Wenders addresses a parliamentary hearing into ‘Film 
and European Identity', and we take a tour of a studio in Copenhagen where children make their own movies. 
It's all part of ensuring that the next generation has access to European stories, in what Aviva Silver from the 
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EU Media Unit, calls a time of terrible transition.  
  
27 March: Process Theory As the GFC bites and manufacturing industries fade, art is now an asset. But 
exactly how can creative minds can rebuild a city? Today we meet Christophe Girard, the deputy Mayor of 
Paris, Jane Gavan, visual artist in a Belgium factory, Frank Madlener, the head of IRCAM, Jean Yves Kaced, 
commercial director of the Paris Opera and Paul Dujardin director of Bozart in Brussels. Each one of them 
has their own approach to the question.  
  
3 April: European Capitals of Culture Is this the most successful of all EU's cultural projects? Today, a 
survey of the European Capitals of Culture program, and a frank assessment from its manager, Jacqueline 
Pacaud. We also visit the two current capitals, Turku in Finland and Tallinn in Estonia, as well as one of the 
past capitals, Lille in France where the program kicked on to become Lille 3000.  
  
10 April: A Soul For Europe's Future Jacques Delors, former president of the European Commission, 
coined the phrase ‘Soul for Europe' and Nele Hertling, vice president of the Berlin Arts Academy, is running 
with it. The rebuilding of Europe through culture can be seen from places as far apart as Fiskars village in 
Finland, to Museum Island in Berlin. Also Bjørn Nørgaard speaks about his tapestries at Christiansborg 
Palace, because no one ever fell in love with a trade agreement.  
  
The Art of Being Europe starts on Sunday 6 March at 11am (repeat Sunday 8pm) as the Artworks Feature. 
Transcripts and podcasts will be available on the website: ( http://abc.net.au/rn/artworks/features/europe/  )  

Come and celebrate St Patrick's Day in style with the brilliantly talented, effortless and exuberant Alan 
Kelly Quartet. Direct from Ireland, this band rips into contemporary, traditional and original Irish music on 
accordion, fiddle, flute and guitar. Pure genius and joy! Supported by Culture Ireland - Promoting Irish arts 
worldwide. Thursday 17 March 2011 from 7pm to 8.30pm.  FREE. A cash bar will be provided. Bookings 
essential by email bookings@nma.gov.au  or on (02) 6208 5021. http://nma.gov.au/events/alan_kelly_quartet/ 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

EU Insight: European External Action Service 
Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@eeas.europa.eu  or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@eeas.europa.eu   

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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