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EU expresses support to the people of Egypt
‘I believe it is important that the European Union stands ready to assist Egypt now, and, of course, into the 
future,’ said EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on 31 January. 
 
She spoke on her way to the Foreign Affairs Council meeting, where ministers urged the Egyptian authorities 
to ‘seek a peaceful and constructive way forward based on a serious and open dialogue with all political 
forces ready to abide by democratic norms and with civil society.’ 
 
Commission President José Manuel Barroso added his voice to the call for dialogue, saying ‘Dialogue is the 
only way for Egypt to achieve changes that address at the same time the challenge of democracy and the 
challenge of stability.’ 
 
Formal relations between the EU and Egypt began in 1966 and were strengthened by the entry into force of 
the Association Agreement in 2004.  In 2007 relations were further enhanced by the EU-Egypt Action Plan. 
Priorities are focused on enhanced political dialogue including strengthening of democracy and respect for  
human rights and support to social and economic reforms, including trade. The EU financial co-operation 
package amounts to approximately  €150 million annually from the European Neighbourhood Partnership 
Instrument. 

Positive message for the Davos meeting
On 28-29 January 2011 the President of the European Council Herman Van 
Rompuy was a keynote speaker at the World Economic Forum's annual meeting 
in Davos, Switzerland. The theme for the meeting this year was "Shared Norms 
for the New Reality". Herman Van Rompuy delivered a number of speeches on 
the situation in Europe and on shared values, and presented the concluding 
remarks on the reform of the international monetary system. 
 
"My message was a positive one", said President Van Rompuy.  He highlighted 
favourable developments in Europe, such as the much stronger than expected 

economic growth, and stressed that the European Union is determined to take whatever steps are necessary to 
ensure the stability of the eurozone.  
  
Also in Davos was EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht, who welcomed the Bhagwati-Sutherland Doha 
Report, saying "I welcome the international expert report on the need to conclude the Doha round - just ahead 
of the EU's and its trade partners' gathering in Davos to look at giving the negotiations a real kick-start. 
Today's report is a timely reminder of the huge economic benefits that striking a deal will bring to all corners 
of the globe as well as the importance of reinforcing the role of the WTO in global trade governance."  
 
Picture: Karel De Gucht, European Commissioner for Trade, and Craig Emerson, Australian Minister for Trade, at a 
meeting in the margins of the World Economic Forum in Davos  

Cloud computing revolution 
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On 27 January at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Neelie Kroes, Vice-President of the European 
Commission responsible for the Digital Agenda, spoke on the European Cloud Computing Strategy 
  
"After two years of intensive work on cloud issues the World Economic Forum has done a great job in 
bringing together a lot of expertise and experience. And it is a timely exercise indeed.  Broadband for all – 
every European digital – is the Digital Agenda's ICT infrastructure policy. People often ask me what will be 
done with all that bandwidth. I am convinced that cloud computing is an important part of the answer. If you 
agree and want to help us to get it right, I am the woman to talk to." 
  
Commissioner Kroes stressed the need to get the legal, technical and commercial strategy right.  The 
European Network and Information Security Agency (ENISA) recently published a report on the European 
Commission's funding of cloud research and analysis of the security implications of cloud computing.  [read 
more] 

Conference on China and Climate Change
The European External Action Service (EEAS) hosted an international expert roundtable conference on 
“Engaging China on Climate Change: Crossroads of 21st-century Foreign Policy” on 2 February 2011 in 
Brussels. Participants included the EU institutions and its Member States, together with leading experts on 
China and climate change. The aim of the roundtable was to foster further integration of EU international 
climate policy and EU foreign policy, and was an opportunity to harness the knowledge of the EU diplomatic 
community effectively in advancing the climate agenda with China.   [read more]  

Alternative fuels could replace fossil fuels in Europe by 2050 
Alternative fuels have the potential to gradually replace fossil energy sources and make transport sustainable 
by 2050, according to a report presented to the European Commission by the stakeholder expert group on 
future transport fuels. The EU will need an oil-free and largely CO2-free energy supply for transport by 2050 
due to the need to reduce its impact on the environment and concerns about the security of energy supply. The 
expert group has for the first time developed a comprehensive approach covering the whole transport sector.  
  
Expected demand from all transport modes could be met through a combination of electricity (batteries or 
hydrogen/fuel cells) and biofuels as main options, synthetic fuels (increasingly from renewable resources) as a 
bridging option, methane (natural gas and biomethane) as complementary fuel, and LPG as supplement.  [read 
more]  

EU's President of Committee of Regions discusses climate action with US 
President  
Mercedes Bresso, President of the European Committee of the Regions, took her message of greater trans-
Atlantic cooperation on climate action right to the very top last Friday when she joined a delegation of US 
mayors in a meeting with US President Barack Obama.  President Bresso is in Washington at the invitation of 
the US Conference of Mayors (USCM), at whose Winter Plenary Session she presented a series of concrete 
measures aimed at helping mayors on both sides of the Atlantic to tackle the issue of global warming, based 
on the model of the EU Covenant of Mayors. 
  
Among the topics discussed by the delegation of mayors was the role played by local government in the US in 
promoting energy efficiency, developing renewable energies and generating green growth and jobs – a role 
that is mirrored by their counterparts in the EU. The exchange programme aims to connect the Covenant of 
Mayors and the US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement  

EU's High Representative condemns wave of executions in Iran 
Catherine Ashton, the EU's High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, called on Iran to halt 
all pending executions immediately and to declare a moratorium on the use of the death penalty. 
 
"The European Union is deeply concerned about the use of the death penalty in Iran.  Executions are taking 
place at an alarming rate. In addition, abhorrent practices such as public executions and suspension hanging 
continue to be used, in contravention of Iran’s international obligations." said HR Ashton. 
  
The High Representative firmly condemned the execution of Dutch-Iranian national Zahra Bahrami in Tehran 
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on 29 January, saying " I am dismayed that the Iranian authorities denied consular access to Ms Bahrami and 
did not ensure a transparent and fair judicial process. I reiterate the EU's concern about the steep increase in 
executions this year and note with equal concern the recent executions of another eleven individuals." 
  
The European Union is opposed to capital punishment under all circumstances in all countries, and therefore 
aims at its universal abolition, seeking a global moratorium as a first step. 

EU proposal for passenger data to fight serious crime and terrorism 
The European Commission on 2 February presented a proposal for an EU 
Passenger Name Record (PNR) Directive to fight serious crime and terrorism. 
The proposal obliges air carriers to provide EU Member States with data on 
passengers entering or departing from the EU, whilst guaranteeing a high level 
of protection of privacy and personal data.  
  
"This proposal for an EU PNR Directive is an important part of EU security 
policy. Common EU rules are necessary to fight serious crime such as drugs 

smuggling and people trafficking as well as terrorism, and to ensure that passengers' privacy is respected and 
their rights fully protected in all Member States. The proposal requires Member States to anonymise all PNR 
data that is collected", said Cecilia Malmström, European Commissioner for Home Affairs. In this proposal, 
the Commission lays down common rules for EU Member States to set up national PNR systems.  
  
The United States, Canada and Australia currently oblige EU air carriers to make PNR data available for all 
persons who fly to and from these countries. The experience of those countries, and of the EU Member States 
that use PNR data, confirms that PNR data are necessary to fight serious crime and terrorism. [read more] 

European Economy
The EU's statistical reporting service, Eurostat, this month published a decision 
on the recording of operations undertaken by the European Financial Stability 
Facility. A detailed technical note is published on the Eurostat website. [read 
more] 
  
A majority of Member States reported either an improvement or a stabilisation in 
economic sentiment in January 2011. Among the seven largest EU Member 
States, the Netherlands (+2.5 points) reported the most significant increase, 

followed by France (+0.8). Italy and Spain remained broadly unchanged. The UK (-1.2), Poland (-1.6) and 
Germany (-1.7) reported a significant worsening in sentiment. In Germany, France, the Netherlands and the 
UK, the ESI is above its long-term average. Sentiment in industry, which increased by 1.1 points in the euro 
area and by 0.6 point in the EU, continued to contribute positively to the overall results. Confidence among 
consumers declined slightly in the EU (-0.5) and remained stable in the euro area. [read more]  

EUtube: Data Protection Day 24 January
What can happen to your personal data online? The EU is taking action so you 
can control your information, have access to your data, and be able to modify or 
delete it.[watch video]  EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 
The ANU Centre for European Studies is proud to host a public seminar to mark the 30th Anniversary of 
the agreement between the European Union Parliament and the Australian Parliament.  Speakers will 
include visiting Members of the European Parliament, H. E. Mr. David Daly, Ambassador and Head of 
Delegation of the European Union to Australia and to New Zealand, Mr Harry Jenkins, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, Australian Parliament, and Professor Paul Pickering and Dr John Besemeres from the 
ANUCES.  Tuesday 22 February 2011, 12noon to 1pm followed by light lunch, at the ANU Centre for 
European Studies, Building 67C, 1 Liversidge Street, ANU campus.  RSVP, enquiries: Europe@anu.edu.au  

The European Union Centre of RMIT is delighted to invite you to attend a public lecture:  Transposing 
Concepts: Lifelong Learning and the Learning Region, by Professor Chris Duke, Pascal International 
Observatory, on Monday 7 February at RMIT City Campus, Melbourne from 11.30 am - 1.30 pm  

The ANU Centre for European Studies invites you to a public seminar Religiously Plural Europe in 
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Theory and Practice, with speaker Dr Dorota Gozdecka, Visiting Fellow, ANU Centre for European 
Studies, on Monday 7 February 2011 at 1pm at the ANU Centre for European Studies, Building 67C, 1 
Liversidge Street, Australian National University.  RSVP to Europe@anu.edu.au  

From the Peace of Westphalia to Pax Americana and Back?  The Concept of a Truly Multi-ethnic State in 
Europe:  The Case of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  Speaker:  Minister Sven Alkalaj, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  Venue:  ANU Centre for European Studies, Tuesday 8 February 2011, 
commencing at 3:00pm to 4pm. RSVP to Europe@anu.edu.au by Monday 7 February 2011 

The Jean Monnet Programme is now present in 68 countries throughout the world, including Australia and 
New Zealand, and more than 760 universities offer Jean Monnet courses as part of their curricula.  The Jean 
Monnet Programme brings together a network of 1,600 professors, reaching audiences of 250,000 students 
every year.  Applications for the 2011 Call close 15 February.   [more] 

Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three 
Actions of the programme:  Action 1: Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes,  Action 1A: Erasmus Mundus 
Master Courses,  Action 1B: Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates.  The deadline for submission of applications 
under all three Actions is 29 April 2011.  More information on the Erasmus Mundus website: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.php  

Reappraising the Judicial Role: Australian and European Comparative Perspectives.  International 
Conference, 14 February 2011, ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra.  
Registration available online at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/events/reappraising-judicial-role-european-australian-
comparative-perspectives 

The Delegation to the European Union is seeking applications for the European Union Visitors Program.  
Travel and per diem costs are covered by the EUVP.  Participants are required to have completed their 
university education or equivalent training and to have been employed for several years in their chosen 
career/field.  Applications close 31 March 2011. [read more] 

Europe and East Asia: Debating Democracies, Identities and Futures - jointly hosted by the University 
of Melbourne & Deakin University, 15 April 2011.  This workshop seeks to bring together an inter-
disciplinary gathering of scholars of European and East Asian regional integration. We also welcome papers 
or panels addressing the broader links between East Asia, Europe and the democracies, identities and futures 
of other relevant countries in the Asia-Pacific region.  Please send a 200-word abstract with your 
biographical information to Dr. Marshall Clark (marshall.clark@deakin.edu.au ) or Assoc. Prof. Philomena 
Murray (pbmurray@unimelb.edu.au ) by 15 February 2011. Location: The workshop, sponsored by 
University of Melbourne and Deakin University, will be held at the Deakin University Melbourne City 
Centre.  

Upcoming cultural events 
Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011 is a unique film festival which 
brings together award winning films from across the European Union. The 
festival has its origins in Canberra but its popularity has seen it extended to 
Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and Auckland. In 2011 this expansion continues 

with Adelaide added to the program. Canberra 12-18 Feb, Brisbane 19-25 Feb, Sydney 26 Feb - 4 Mar, 
Auckland 17 - 23 Mar, Adelaide 31 - 7 Apr, Melbourne 14 - 17 Apr 2011.  More information: 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/Cultural/FilmFestival2011/ 

The Church of Sweden in Melbourne and the Embassy of Sweden commemorates the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Dag Hammarskjöld with an exhibition entitled "Dag Hammarskjöld - Poet and Photographer". 
The exhibition runs from 6 February to 7 April 2011 with the official opening by Ambassador of Sweden 
Sven-Olof Petersson on Sunday 20 February at 12.30 at the Church of Sweden, 21 St Georges Road, Toorak, 
VIC Read more 

17 Dec 2010 - 6 Mar 2011 ABBAWORLD - exhibition at Powerhouse Museum in Sydney  Experience the 
music, memories and magic that made ABBA a worldwide phenomenon for more than 35 years in the first 
official exhibition about the group. In association with the Embassy of Sweden. 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
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The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   

Study in Europe 2011 
Key Facts 2011 

EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 

EU Insight: Education   
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri 
+61 2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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