
Issue Date: 21 January 2011  Send to a Friend 
subscribe Australia / Update your profile Australia / subscribe New Zealand / Update profile NZ  
Visit website: Australia Contact: Australia 

To read this newsletter online, or to download pdf version, please click here

EUtube: Standard phone ... - Academic news and events - Upcoming cultural events - Australian and New Zeal... - President of the 
Europe... - Ambitious agenda for co... - Communication on Sport ... - Achievements of Galileo ... - European External Actio... - 
European Economy

View Online

President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, meets Speaker of the 
Australian House of Representatives, Harry Jenkins

The President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, met with the Speaker of 
the Australian House of Representatives, Harry Jenkins, at the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg on 18 February.   
  
President Buzek expressed his condolences, on behalf of the European 
Parliament, to the families of the victims and the people affected by the floods 
in Queensland and Victoria. 
  

The main topics of discussion were on the importance of strengthening inter-parliamentary relations and 
parliamentary democracy as well as the relationship with China and emerging democracies in the region. 
  
Mr Buzek said: "In the Asia Pacific region, Australia and the EU take a similar approach in most respects:  
global and regional security, constructive engagement with China, cooperative aid operations in the Pacific 
islands region.  We clearly share many values with Australia; our parliamentary relationship goes back over 
30 years. We are working to further enhance cooperation through video-conferencing and staff exchanges for 
example." http://www.facebook.com/JerzyBuzek 

Australian and New Zealand junior researchers invited to share in €40 million 
start-up fund  
€40 million, to cover over 400 grants, will be offered to researchers starting their first full-time research job in 
a European research institute in 2011. The €100 000 'career integration' grants are funded through the EU's 
Marie Curie programme and aim to encourage European scientists to return to Europe, as well as to attract 
the best junior researchers of other nationalities to work at European universities, companies and other 
institutions. 
 
"If we want to advance science and underpin innovation in Europe, we must ensure that Europe is an 
attractive place to work for European researchers – and we need to attract the best talent from abroad as 
well," said Androulla Vassiliou, the European Commissioner responsible for education and the Marie Curie 
programme.  The EU career integration grants are available to researchers of any nationality. The funding is 
targeted at the post-doctoral level and there is no restriction on the area of research. The deadline for 
applications is 8 March 2011. [read more] 

 Achievements of Galileo and EGNOS
The European Commission on 18 January presented its midterm review on the 
development of Europe’s satellite navigation programmes, Galileo and the 
European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). Recent progress 
in the development of Galileo means the satellite navigation system will deliver 
initial services in 2014. It is expected to help secure a bigger share of the space 
technology market and bring European independence in a sector that is 
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important for its economy and for the well-being of its citizens. There has also been considerable progress 
with the EGNOS programme which increases the accuracy of signals from satellite navigation systems. The 
promotion of satellite navigation technology is in line with Europe's 2020 strategy and contributes to 
sustainable economic development.  
  
The global satellite navigation applications market is expected to be worth €240 billion by 2020 and has been 
growing at a rate of 30% in the past few years. It is estimated that currently 6-7% of GDP of developed 
countries, €800 billion in Europe, depends on satellite navigation.  
  
EGNOS became officially operational on 1 October 2009. The increased accuracy of satellite navigation that 
EGNOS provides already benefits many users, notably in the domains of agriculture, search and rescue 
operations, geo-localisation and cartography. It will soon also be used in civil aviation. [read more] 

Ambitious agenda for cooperation in 2011
EU High Representative, Catherine Ashton, at the official opening of the EU 
Delegation to the Council of Europe at the European Parliament, outlined the 
programme of cooperation between the European institutions.  "Europe is facing 
challenges to society that need us all to work together. Challenges include 
discrimination, corruption, human trafficking, violence against women, criminal 
use of the Internet and the need to foster more intercultural dialogue." 
  
In 2011, the EU is likely to complete negotiations on EU accession to 
Convention on Human Rights, and continue to seek stronger relationships with 
other partners who bring different strengths and experience to the table, such as 
OSCE.  The creation of the European External Action Service is a step forward 
in creating a more coherent and consistent EU foreign policy; and the opening 
of EU Delegation to Council of Europe is an important step to strengthen 

coordination and partnership. [read more] 

European External Action Service: transfer of staff on 1 January 2011 
The European External Action Service entered a new phase on 1 January 2011 with the transfer of staff from 
Council and Commission. Altogether 1643 permanent officials have been transferred to the new service, 
bringing on board their expertise and experience. With this transfer the EEAS, launched on 1 December 2010, 
is taking another decisive step.  
  
“The service will mark a new beginning for European foreign and security policy as we bring together and 
streamline all of the Union’s existing resources, staff and instruments. We will also receive a fresh injection of 
talent and skills as we incorporate Member States’ diplomats into our team. This combination of staff and 
resources will be more than the sum of its parts: we will be able to find synergies and develop new ideas, 
which will enhance our ability to act more creatively and decisively in an increasingly challenging world,” 
said Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the 
European Commission.  

Communication on Sport adopted
On 18 January 2011, the European Commission adopted a 
Communication "Developing the European Dimension in Sport". This is the 
first policy document issued by the Commission in the field of sport after the 
entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, which gives the EU a mandate to support, 
coordinate and supplement sport policy measures taken by EU Member States.  
 
The Communication sets out the Commission's ideas for EU-level action in the 
field of sport. It builds on the 2007 White Paper on Sport and proposes concrete 

actions for the Commission and/or the Member States within three broad chapters: the societal role of sport, 
the economic dimension of sport and the organisation of sport.  The actions proposed in the Communication 
aim to encourage debate among stakeholders, address challenges in sport and help the sector develop.  Sport 
website: http://ec.europa.eu/sport/index_en.htm  

European Economy
The most recent figures published by Eurostat show the annual inflation rate in 
the euro area was 2.2% in December 2010 in comparison with November. One 
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year ago it was 0.9%. The monthly inflation rate was 0.6% in December 2010. The EU's annual inflation rate 
was 2.6% in December 2010, against 2.3% in November. One year ago it was 1.5%. Read                           
  
According to Eurostat estimates for November 2010 the euro area recorded an external trade deficit of 0.4 
billion euros with the rest of the world, against a surplus of 3.1 bilion euros in November 2009. Economists 
had forecast a surplus of 2.8 billion euros. In November 2010 in comparison with October 2010 exports 
adjusted to seasonal variations increased by 0.2% and imports by 4.4%. Read                                               
  
According to figures published on 12th January by Eurostat industrial production adjusted to seasonal 
variations increased by 1.2% in the euro area and by 1.4% in the EU in November 2010 in comparison with 
October 2010. In October 2010 production increased by 0.7% and 0.4% respectively. In November 2010 in 
comparison with November 2009 industrial production rose by 7.4% in the euro area and by 7.8% in the EU. 
Read  
  
The most recent poll by Eurobarometer focuses on economic governance in the EU. According to this study 
77% of Europeans think that the coordination of economic and fiscal policies between the Member States and 
the EU are two effective tools to counter the economic crisis. Read  

EUtube: Standard phone charger to be introduced in the EU 
At the moment there are more than 30 different types of chargers for phones 
across Europe. It is estimated that 51,000 tonnes of redundant chargers are 
generated each year and the introduction of the new charger will reduce annual 
greenhouse gas emissions by 13.6m tonnes. The European Commission signed 
an agreement with ten leading mobile companies to offer a standard charger that 

will be based on a Micro-USB connector. [watch video]  EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 
The Jean Monnet Programme is now present in 68 countries throughout the world, including Australia and 
New Zealand, and more than 760 universities offer Jean Monnet courses as part of their curricula.  The Jean 
Monnet Programme brings together a network of 1,600 professors, reaching audiences of 250,000 students 
every year.  Applications for the 2011 Call close 15 February.   [more] 

Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three 
Actions of the programme:  Action 1: Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes,  Action 1A: Erasmus Mundus 
Master Courses,  Action 1B: Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates.  The deadline for submission of applications 
under all three Actions is 29 April 2011.  The Erasmus Mundus Info Day on 7 February 2011 provides 
more information on the Call. The Info Day will take place in Brussels, and be broadcast live via 
webstreaming.  More information on the Erasmus Mundus website: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/events/infoday_2011_en.php 
and on the call for proposals 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.php  

Reappraising the Judicial Role: Australian and European Comparative Perspectives.  International 
Conference, 14 February 2011, ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra.  
Registration available online at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/events/reappraising-judicial-role-european-australian-
comparative-perspectives 

EU-STEP European Higher Education Study Tours for Australian and New Zealand Senior 
Executives. 10-15 April 2011. Brussels, Valencia and Glasgow. This study tour will focus on European 
policies and their implementation at the institutional level. [download flyer, including application form] 

The 2011 Call for Proposals for the Lifelong Learning Programme under the EU's Education, Audiovisual 
and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) has now been launched.   For more information : 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/documents/call_llp/01_instructions_2011_v01_en.pdf 
For more information on the calls please go to:  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/call_lifelong_learning_2011.php 

The ANU Centre for European Studies 2011 Visiting Fellowship Program is part of the Centre's mission to 
promote research, education and dialogue between Europe and Australia.  Detailed information and 
application procedures can be found at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/visiting-fellow-programs .Applications close 1 
February 2011. For further information please contact the Centre Manager: Telephone: +61 2 6125 9896. 
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Email: europe@anu.edu.au 

The Delegation to the European Union is seeking applications for the European Union Visitors 
Program.  Aimed at young leaders from non-EU countries, including Australia and New Zealand, the EUVP 
consists of an individual five- to eight-day program of meetings with EU officials at the EU institutions in 
Europe. Travel and per diem costs are covered by the EUVP.  Participants are required to have completed 
their university education or equivalent training and to have been employed for several years in their chosen 
career/field.  Applications close 31 March 2011. [read more] 

Europe and East Asia: Debating Democracies, Identities and Futures - jointly hosted by the University 
of Melbourne & Deakin University, 15 April 2011.  This workshop seeks to bring together an inter-
disciplinary gathering of scholars of European and East Asian regional integration. We also welcome papers 
or panels addressing the broader links between East Asia, Europe and the democracies, identities and futures 
of other relevant countries in the Asia-Pacific region.  Please send a 200-word abstract with your 
biographical information to Dr. Marshall Clark (marshall.clark@deakin.edu.au ) or Assoc. Prof. Philomena 
Murray (pbmurray@unimelb.edu.au ) by 15 February 2011. Location: The workshop, sponsored by 
University of Melbourne and Deakin University, will be held at the Deakin University Melbourne City 
Centre.  

Upcoming cultural events 
Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011 is a unique film festival which 
brings together award winning films from across the European Union. The 
festival has its origins in Canberra but its popularity has seen it extended to 
Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and Auckland. In 2011 this expansion continues 

with Adelaide added to the program. Canberra 12-18 Feb, Brisbane 19-25 Feb, Sydney 26 Feb - 4 Mar, 
Auckland 17 - 23 Mar, Adelaide 31 - 7 Apr, Melbourne 14 - 17 Apr 2011.  More information: 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/Cultural/FilmFestival2011/ 

The Church of Sweden in Melbourne and the Embassy of Sweden commemorates the 50th anniversary of the 
death of Dag Hammarskjöld with an exhibition entitled "Dag Hammarskjöld - Poet and Photographer". 
The exhibition runs from 6 February to 7 April 2011 with the official opening by Ambassador of Sweden 
Sven-Olof Petersson on Sunday 20 February at 12.30 at the Church of Sweden, 21 St Georges Road, Toorak, 
VIC Read more 

17 Dec 2010 - 6 Mar 2011 ABBAWORLD - exhibition at Powerhouse Museum in Sydney  Experience the 
music, memories and magic that made ABBA a worldwide phenomenon for more than 35 years in the first 
official exhibition about the group. In association with the Embassy of Sweden. 

Double Life – Literary Scenes from Post-War Germany, Exhibition, 10 – 11 February 2011, Goethe-Institut 
Australien, Sydney further information  

Food Chain: dance theatre by Grayson Millwodd & Gavin Webber, 20 – 30 January 2011, Riverside 
Theatres, Parramatta / Seymour Centre, Chippendale. further information  

Super Night Shot by Gob Squad (UK/Germany) Theatre, in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane 25 January to 
12 February. more 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   
  
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) The Delegation's latest publication EU 
Insight, on the EU's emissions trading scheme, is now available on the delegation 
website, and in limited numbers in hard copy. The full text is on the Delegation's 
website, or the pdf version can be downloaded from 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/environment/EmissionsTradingScheme.htm 
 
Also available in hard copy and on the web: 
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Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 
EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri 
+61 2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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