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EU solidarity with Australia in the face of floods
In the face of the extreme flooding currently being experienced in Queensland, 
José Manuel Durão Barroso, President of the European Commission, expressed 
his solidarity with Australia in the following letter to Julia Gillard, Prime 
Minister of Australia: 
  
"Dear Prime Minister, 
On behalf of the European Commission, I would like to express my sympathy 
and concern in relation to the current extensive flooding in Queensland.  I am 
particularly sorry to hear of the loss of life which has occurred.  The scale of the 
flooding is enormous but the reaction of the Australian people and authorities is 
impressive.  Naturally, the European Union stands ready to help out in any way 
it can, should you judge such assistance to be necessary.” 
  
In the EU, Germany is also experiencing floods which have caused loss of life. 
 [more] 

European Year of Volunteering 2011 
Volunteering cures social problems by promoting the individual’s spiritual 
health, Pál Schmitt, President of the Republic of Hungary, said at the opening 
ceremony of the European Year of Volunteering. The event, held in Budapest, 
was attended by Viviane Reding, Vice President of the European Commission, 
Stavros Lambrinidis, Vice President of the European Parliament, and Staffan 
Nilsson, Head of the European Social and Economic Committee. 

  
The European Year of Volunteering is both a celebration and a challenge.  It is a celebration of the 
commitment of millions of people who work in their communities during their free time without being paid. 
 Their efforts and those of the many thousands of volunteering organisations make a huge difference to our 
lives in countless ways.  The world would be much worse off without volunteers.  For more on the European 
Year of Volunteering, see  http://europa.eu/volunteering/  

EU Economic Governance: annual priorities set for EU growth
The Annual Growth Survey is the start of the first "European Semester" which 
changes the way Member State governments shape their economic and fiscal 
policies. Once agreed by the European Council, EU Member States will reflect 
these recommendations in both their policies and national budgets. For the first 
time ever, Member States and the European Commission will therefore jointly 
discuss macro-economic stability, structural reforms and boosting growth 
measures in a comprehensive way. 
  

President Barroso said: "A new phase of European integration begins with the Annual Growth Survey. We are 
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setting out to break new ground and to decisively improve the way in which we manage and coordinate our 
interdependent economies in the European Union. This is the EU model. This is our economic governance in 
action. The Annual Growth Survey is a coherent and comprehensive plan to return Europe to growth and 
higher employment. I'm confident that Europe can return to strong economic growth and higher employment".
  
The Annual Growth Survey charts a clear direction on where Europe should be heading in the next year, with 
ten pressing actions focussed on macro-economic stability and fiscal consolidation, structural reforms and 
growth-enhancing measures.  This first Annual Growth Survey is designed to apply to the EU as a whole and 
it will be tailored to the specific situation of each Member State.  [more] 

Estonians are spending their last kroons
Estonia became the 17th of the EU's 27 Member States to embrace the euro. On 
1 January Estonians turned out in their thousands to celebrate the introduction of 
the currency.  The changeover is progressing well and has now entered its final 
stage before the kroon ceases to be legal tender on 15 January.  
  
For more information on the Estonian changeover and the full opinion poll see: 
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/focuson/estonia_euro_en.htm 

EU to link its greenhouse gas emissions trading system with Switzerland 
The European Union recently opened negotiations with the Swiss Confederation to establish a link between 
the EU and the Swiss greenhouse gas emissions trading systems (ETS).  This is the first time that the EU 
sought a connection with an existing such scheme, which would contribute to the fight against climate change 
and increase economic incentives to reduce climate harming emissions. This step complements the extension 
of the EU trading scheme to Norway, Liechtenstein and Iceland. 
  
The EU ETS currently applies to over 10.000 industrial installations in energy-intensive sectors, such as 
electricity and heat generation, metal production, chemicals and many others. The system covers several 
greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide and methane. Roughly half the 4.9 Gt CO2 eq emitted annually by 
the EU fall under it. 
From 2012, the ETS will in addition apply to aviation: All flights arriving at or departing from an EU airport 
will be included.  Currently, the Swiss ETS constitutes a voluntary alternative to a domestic fuel tax. It covers 
energy-related carbon dioxide emissions by around 400 companies. [more] 

EU set to surpass 20 % Green Energy Goal  
The European Union will exceed its target of meeting 20 percent of its energy 
needs from renewable sources by 2020, according to a report released by the 
European Wind Energy Association (EWEA). Of the EU's 27 member states, 25 
expect to meet or exceed their national targets based on its analysis of national 
action plans submitted by EU governments to the European Commission. 
"Taken together, the action plans show that the EU-27 will meet 20.7 percent of 
its 2020 energy consumption from renewables," said Justin Wilkes, policy 
director at EWEA. Of the 15 EU countries which expect to exceed their 2020 

target, Spain predicted it would surpass its goal by 2.7 percentage points. Germany said it would exceed the 
target by 1.6 percentage points. Luxembourg and Italy, which are predicted to fall short of their national 
targets by 2.1 and 0.9 percentage points respectively, said they plan to import renewable energy from other 
countries to make up the shortfall. (See details) 

Hungary takes over the EU rotating Presidency 
"Strong Europe" - is the slogan for the recently published Hungarian Presidency 
six month work programme, which prioritises closer European cooperation. 
 There have been and continue to be substantial changes in the European Union 
as a result of Europe's economic crisis. One of the Hungarian Presidency's most 
important tasks is to put into effect the proposed solutions to the challenges and 

to encourage the Member States to take the necessary further steps. The Hungarian Presidency programme is 
therefore focused on how Europe can emerge stronger from the crisis.  
 
The Presidency programme builds on the four priorities adopted earlier: growth, job creation and social 
inclusion; a stronger Europe - let us build upon the foundations and secure the future; a citizen-friendly 
European Union; responsible enlargement and global commitment.  http://www.eu2011.hu/  
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Jean Monnet Programme - Call for proposals 2011
The Jean Monnet Programme is now present in 68 countries throughout the 
world, including Australia and New Zealand, and more than 760 universities 
offer Jean Monnet courses as part of their curricula.  The Jean Monnet 
Programme brings together a network of 1,600 professors, reaching audiences of 
250,000 students every year.   
  

In 2010 Australia and New Zealand were once again successful in the Jean Monnet Awards.  Dr Stefan Auer 
from La Trobe University won a grant of €45,000 for a Jean Monnet Chair.  There are now two Jean Monnet 
Chairs and one Jean Monnet Chair ad personam in Australia (the others being held respectively by Professor 
Pascaline Winand at Monash University and Professor Philomena Murray from Melbourne University). 
Professor Bruno Mascitelli from Swinburne University and Professor Pascaline Winand each won €21,000 for 
a European module.  In New Zealand, Professor Martin Holland (who is also a holder of a Jean Monnet Chair 
ad personam) won €40,000 for an international conference. 
 
Applications for the 2011 Call close 15 February.   [more] 

European Union Visitors Program [EUVP]
The Delegation to the European Union is seeking applications for the European 
Union Visitors Program.  Aimed at young leaders from non-EU countries, 
including Australia and New Zealand, the EUVP consists of an individual five-

to eight-day program of meetings with EU officials at the EU institutions in Europe. Travel and per diem costs 
are covered by the EUVP.  Participants are required to have completed their university education or equivalent 
training and to have been employed for several years in their chosen career/field.  Applications close 31 
March 2011. [read more] 

EU tube: snapshot of 2010 
Have you ever wondered what exactly is that the European Union does for you? 
If so, this video provides the answer with a brief glimpse at 10 actions that have 
been put in place over the past year and that will make a real difference in the 
lives of each and everyone of us. Energy and contribute to reaching the EU’s 
climate protection targets.  [watch video]  

EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 
Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals: this Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three 
Actions of the programme:  Action 1: Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes,  Action 1A: Erasmus Mundus 
Master Courses,  Action 1B: Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates.  The deadline for submission of applications 
under all three Actions is 29 April 2011.  The Erasmus Mundus Info Day on 7 February 2011 provides 
more information on the Call. The Info Day will take place in Brussels, and be broadcast live via 
webstreaming.  More information on the Erasmus Mundus website: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/events/infoday_2011_en.php  
and on the call for proposals 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.php  

Reappraising the Judicial Role: Australian and European Comparative Perspectives.  International 
Conference, 14 February 2011, ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra.  
Registration available online at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/events/reappraising-judicial-role-european-australian-
comparative-perspectives 

EU-STEP European Higher Education Study Tours for Australian and New Zealand Senior 
Executives. 10-15 April 2011. Brussels, Valencia and Glasgow. This study tour will focus on European 
policies and their implementation at the institutional level. [download flyer, including application form] 

The 2011 Call for Proposals for the Lifelong Learning Programme under the EU's Education, Audiovisual 
and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) has now been launched.   For more information : 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/documents/call_llp/01_instructions_2011_v01_en.pdf 
For more information on the calls please go to:  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/call_lifelong_learning_2011.php 
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The Freilich Foundation and the ANU Centre for European Studies will hold a Summer School for teachers 
working in Australian schools from January 16 to 19, 2011 at the Australian National University, Canberra 
- Refugees and Asylum Seekers - whose responsiblity?  For more information visit http://freilich.anu.edu.au 

The ANU Centre for European Studies 2011 Visiting Fellowship Program is part of the Centre's mission to 
promote research, education and dialogue between Europe and Australia.  Detailed information and 
application procedures can be found at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/visiting-fellow-programs .Applications close 1 
February 2011. For further information please contact the Centre Manager: Telephone: +61 2 6125 9896. 
Email: europe@anu.edu.au 

Upcoming cultural events 
Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011 is a unique film festival which brings 
together award winning films from across the European Union. The festival 
has its origins in Canberra but its popularity has seen it extended to Sydney, 
Brisbane, Melbourne and Auckland. In 2011 this expansion continues with 

Adelaide added to the program. The 2011 Windows on Europe festival comprises 14 films offering a variety 
of drama, thrillers, comedies, romance, science fiction and history.  Windows on Europe 2011 is brought to 
you courtesy of the European Union Delegation and the European Union Member States.  Canberra 12-18 
Feb, Brisbane 19-25 Feb, Sydney 26 Feb - 4 Mar, Auckland 17 - 23 Mar, Adelaide 31 - 7 Apr, Melbourne 14 
- 17 Apr 2011.  More information: http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/News&events/Cultural/FilmFestival2011/

Double Life – Literary Scenes from Post-War Germany, Exhibition, 10 – 11 February 2011, Goethe-Institut 
Australien, Sydney  further information  

Food Chain: dance theatre by Grayson Millwodd & Gavin Webber, 20 – 30 January 2011, Riverside 
Theatres, Parramatta / Seymour Centre, Chippendale.  further information  

Super Night Shot by Gob Squad (UK/Germany) Theatre, in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane 25 January to 
12 February  more  

Until 9 October 2011: Vienna: Art & Design.  Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann.  The NGV’s eighth exhibition in 
the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series, Vienna: Art & Design will come exclusively to the National 
Gallery of Victoria. [read more] 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   
  
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) The Delegation's latest publication EU 
Insight, on the EU's emissions trading scheme, is now available on the delegation 
website, and in limited numbers in hard copy. The full text is on the Delegation's 
website, or the pdf version can be downloaded from 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/environment/EmissionsTradingScheme.htm 
 
Also available in hard copy and on the web: 

Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 
EU Insight: Education  

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri 
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+61 2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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