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 EU still Australia’s largest trading partner in services
Data released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics on 3 December revealed that the EU remained Australia's 
largest trading partner in services in 2009-10 (July-June), representing 20%, or $A21.0 billion of Australia's 
two-way services trade, ahead of ASEAN, the United States and China.  The EU was the most important 
export market for Australian services over the period, worth $A8.6 billion (16% of Australian exports), while it 
was also Australia's largest supplier of services, at $A12.5 billion (23% of Australian imports).  Although the 
value of Australia's total services trade declined by 2.6% in 2009-10, as the repercussions of the global 
financial crisis continued to impact upon trade flows, services trade between the EU and Australia actually 
increased by a modest 1.7%. 
 
Services are an important component of the EU-Australia trade relationship, comprising about 28% of bilateral 
goods and services trade in 2009-10.  The EU continues to be a major trading partner for Australia in goods 
and services, being its third largest two-way trading partner in 2009-10 at $A75.5 billion, after China and 
ASEAN. 
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 Australia: Trade in services by major partners, 2009-10 (July-June) 

The EU's international trade and investment policy in the next decade 
EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht spoke on 16 December in Washington 
on the international trade and investment policy of the EU in the next decade. 
  
"Right up until the economic crisis which swept over us, global trade grew 
rapidly. From 1999 until 2008, the value of world trade in goods grew by 73%. It 
has been estimated that about a quarter of that growth is thanks to policy: 
traditional tariff cuts as well as other measures that reduce non-tariff barriers. 
That is a very significant result." said De Gucht. 
  
Commissioner De Gucht argued the value of the Doha Round, and trade deals 

more generally, saying "The current crisis has tested and proved the value of the multilateral trading system. 
The World Trade Organisation, with clear rules and a system to make sure that members stick to them has 
been a major factor in deterring countries from erecting trade walls or pursuing the tit-for-tat protectionism of 
previous periods." 
  
On 9 November the European Commission introduced a new, assertive European trade strategy.  In its 
discussion paper "Trade, Growth and World Affairs", the Commission analysed how trade is an engine for 
economic growth and job creation. It proposed a strategy to reduce trade barriers, to open global markets and 
to get a fair deal for all. [read more]  

Trade, Growth and Jobs 
On 13 December, the Deputy Director-General of the Directorate-General for 
Trade in the European Commission, Mr João Aguiar Machado, delivered a 
presentation to separate forums hosted by the University of Sydney (pictured) 
and the European Australian Business Council on the Commission's blueprint for 
a renewed trade strategy.  At both gatherings, Mr Machado spoke of how the 
Commission plans to use trade policy to help exit the current economic crisis and 
to create the right environment for a strong EU economy.  The strategy proposes 

the completion of the EU's current negotiating agenda at the WTO and with major trading partners; the 
deepening of trade relations with other strategic partners; helping EU businesses access global markets; the 
negotiation of comprehensive investment provisions with key trading partners; a more assertive approach to 
the enforcement of trade rules; and ensuring trade policies offer opportunities for developing countries. 
  
Mr Machado was visiting Australia to attend an international roundtable on the liberalisation of trade in 
services, held in Sydney from 10-12 December and hosted by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  
[read more] 
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Conclusions of the European Council (16-17 December 2010)
The European Council of 16-17 December adopted conclusions on a number of issues, including the economy, 
the European Union's relations with its strategy partners, and the successful outcome of the COP-16 in Cancun. 
  
On economic policy, the European Council welcomed the report presented by its President, and agreed to a 
permanent mechanism being established by the EU Member States of the euro area to safeguard the financial 
stability of the euro area as whole. 
  
The European Council welcomed the successful outcome of the COP-16 in Cancun as an important step 
forward in global efforts to reach the agreed objective of staying below 2°C increase in global temperatures, 
and noted with satisfaction the successful implementation of the strategy it agreed in March. 
  
The European Council welcomed the first progress report presented by the High Representative on the 
European Union's relations with its strategic partners. The European External Action Service (EEAS) will 
provide a valuable opportunity to step up this work. 
  
Furthermore, the European Council agreed to give Montenegro the status of candidate country.   [read more] 

EU welcomes Cancún Agreement as important step towards global framework 
for climate action 

The European Union welcomes the positive results of the Cancún climate 
conference. The balanced and substantive package of decisions adopted on 11 
December, known as the Cancún Agreement, represents an important further step 
on the road to building a comprehensive and legally binding framework for 
climate action for the period after 2012.  
  
Connie Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate Action, (pictured) said: 
"We have strengthened the international climate regime with new institutions 

and new funds. Europe has succeeded in speaking with one voice.  However, the difficult negotiations in 
Cancún have shown that we have a long and challenging journey ahead of us to reach a legally binding global 
climate deal. All parties should now take domestic action to reduce or limit their emissions so that we can keep 
global warming below 2°C. Europe is willing to do its fair share of this global effort." [read more] 

Joint Pacific-EU Initiative on Climate Change
Following the Cancún Climate Change Conference, Andris Piebalgs, European 
Commissioner for Development, and Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Secretary General of 
the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, on Wednesday launched a 'Joint Pacific-EU 
Initiative on Climate Change'. The objective is to mobilise EU Member States and 
international partners to join efforts to reinforce Pacific Countries' capacity to 
address the impacts climate change more efficiently. These countries are possibly 
the most vulnerable to climate change impacts. The initiative aims to ensure that a 
fair share of international climate change funding goes to Pacific countries. The 

Commission is leading the EU's efforts to support the Pacific Islands to tackle climate change effects, with a 
overall dedicated envelope of €90 million over 2008-2013. 
 
Commissioner Piebalgs said: "The EU confirms its leading role in supporting partners to face climate change, 
and notably the most vulnerable. We have to prevent millions of people from falling into extreme poverty 
because of the disastrous effects of climate change. The Joint Initiative is a call for the international 
community to match EU ambitions and to put high impact aid on climate change into practice in the Pacific." 
 [read more] 

EU-Australia Education & Training Policy Dialogue
The second EU-Australia Education & Training Policy Dialogue took place in Brussels on 15 December 2010. 
The Dialogue was organised by the European Commission's Directorate General for Education and Culture 
(DG EAC) and by the Australian Department for Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR). 
It was co-chaired by Mr Jordi Curell, DG EAC, Director for Higher Education and International Affairs, and 
Ms Margaret Pearce, DEEWR, Minister-Counsellor. 
  
The purpose of the EU-Australia Education & Training Policy Dialogue is to exchange views on common 
challenges, share experiences and best practices in selected policy areas and decide on appropriate joint follow-
up actions. The agenda of this meeting focused in particular on qualifications frameworks, their crucial role in 
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lifelong learning, facilitating recognition and mobility as well as assuring quality.  [read more] 

Erasmus Mundus Call for Proposals 
This Call for Proposals aims to support projects under all three Actions of the programme:  

−        Action 1: Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes  
−        Action 1A: Erasmus Mundus Master Courses  
−        Action 1B: Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates  

  
Action 2: Erasmus Mundus Partnerships 

−        Action 2 – STRAND 1:  Partnerships with countries covered by the ENPI, DCI, EDF and IPA 
instruments (former External Cooperation Window) 

−        Action 2 – STRAND 2: Partnerships with countries and territories covered by the Industrialised 
Countries Instrument (ICI), including Australia and New Zealand 

Action 3: Promotion of European higher education  
−        Projects to enhance the Attractiveness of European higher education  

  
The deadline for submission of applications under all three Actions is 29 April 2011.  
  
The Erasmus Mundus Info Day on 7 February 2011 provides more information on the Call. It will explain 
the application process and documents, and give tips and advice on how to prepare a strong proposal under all 
three of the Actions. The Info Day will take place in Brussels, and be broadcast live via webstreaming.  
Participants at the event and people following the sessions on line will be able to post questions. A partner 
search mechanism will also be available. Registration will open in early January. More information on the 
Erasmus Mundus website: http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/events/infoday_2011_en.php  
and on the call for proposals 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/funding/2011/call_eacea_41_10_en.php  

 Windows on Europe Film Festival 2011
Windows on Europe is a unique film festival which brings together award 
winning films from across the European Union. The festival has its origins in 
Canberra but its popularity has seen it extended to Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne 
and Auckland. In 2011 this expansion continues with Adelaide added to the 

program. The 2011 Windows on Europe festival comprises 14 films offering a variety of drama, thrillers, 
comedies, romance, science fiction and history. If you like films that delve into relationships intermixed with 
humour and drama, there are gems from Cyprus, Hungary, France and Spain and there are poignant drama 
offerings from Belgium, Germany, Greece, Ireland, the Netherlands and Sweden. The Polish film puts a focus 
on history offering while Portugal gives us a documentary interlaced with music and romance. The young and 
the young at heart will enjoy the Finnish film while the Slovenian entry provides a mix of thriller and horror. 
In short this festival has something for everyone. Windows on Europe 2011 is brought to you courtesy of the 
European Union Delegation and the European Union Member States.  Early in 2011 we will bring you more 
information on screening venues, dates and times. 

European Union Visitors Program [EUVP]
The Delegation to the European Union is seeking applications for the European 
Union Visitors Program.  Aimed at young leaders from non-EU countries, 
including Australia and New Zealand, the EUVP consists of an individual five-

to eight-day program of meetings with EU officials at the EU institutions in Europe. Travel and per diem costs 
are covered by the EUVP.  Participants are required to have completed their university education or equivalent 
training and to have been employed for several years in their chosen career/field.  Applications close 31 March 
2011. [read more] 

EU tube: Better light with less energy
Household lighting in Europe is becoming greener as the European Union sets 
higher energy efficiency standards. On 1 September 2009, incandescent light 
bulbs and other energy inefficient lamps started to be gradually replaced by more 
energy efficient lamps in Europe. By switching to more energy efficient lighting 
products, European households can save energy and contribute to reaching the 

EU’s climate protection targets.  [watch video]  EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  
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 FRENZ call for participants
Delivering a sustainable future for freshwater resources – 13 – 18 March 2011, Rotorua, New Zealand.  The 
Europe-New Zealand bilateral project FRENZ [Facilitating Research Cooperation between Europe and New 
Zealand] is calling for participants to take part in a five-day "Sandpit" to look for new ways to characterise 
groundwater resources, and sustainably allocate freshwater in today's society,  Closing date for applications : 6 
January 2011.  The FRENZ project receives funding from the European Community's Seventh Framework 
Programme (FP7/2007-2013) and from the New Zealand Ministry of Research, Science and Technology.  
Applications close 6 January 2011.  [read more] 

Academic news and events 
Reappraising the Judicial Role: Australian and European Comparative Perspectives.  International 
Conference, 14 February 2011, ANU Centre for European Studies, Canberra.  Bringing together scholars and 
judges from Europe, Australia and North America, the conference will focus on the themes of federalism and 
integration, the place of each court within the ‘global judiciary’ as reflected in the treatment of international 
legal norms, and the extent to which questions of balance, proportionality, subsidiarity and constitutional 
rights have been developed as legal, institutional and political principles. Registration and payment are 
available online at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/events/reappraising-judicial-role-european-australian-comparative-
perspectives 

 EU-STEP European Higher Education Study Tours for Australian and New Zealand Senior 
Executives. 10-15 April 2011. Brussels, Valencia and Glasgow. This study tour will focus on European 
policies and their implementation at the institutional level. [download flyer, including application form]  

The 2011 Call for Proposals for the Lifelong Learning Programme under the EU's Education, Audiovisual 
and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) has now been launched.   For more information : 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/documents/call_llp/01_instructions_2011_v01_en.pdf 
For more information on the calls please go to:  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/call_lifelong_learning_2011.php 

The Freilich Foundation and the ANU Centre for European Studies will hold a Summer School for teachers 
working in Australian schools from January 16 to 19, 2011 at the Australian National University, Canberra - 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers - whose responsiblity?  For more information visit http://freilich.anu.edu.au 

The ANU Centre for European Studies 2011 Visiting Fellowship Program is part of the Centre's mission to 
promote research, education and dialogue between Europe and Australia.  Detailed information and 
application procedures can be found at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/visiting-fellow-programs .Applications close 1 
February 2011. For further information please contact the Centre Manager: Telephone: +61 2 6125 9896. Fax: 
+61 6125 9976. Email: europe@anu.edu.au 

Upcoming cultural events 
Surprises of the Cosmos exhibition: This photography exhibition will take you 
on a journey through the Universe.  16 December 2010 to 13 January 2011 at 
CSIRO Discovery, Clunies Ross Street, Acton ACT.  Gallery hours 9 am - 5 pm, 
Monday – Friday, 11 am - 3 pm, Sunday.  The Embassy of Spain in Canberra 
and CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science invite you to get to know the 

Universe a little better by viewing spectacular large format photographs on a journey through the Cosmos in 
three stages.  Surprises of the Cosmos has been touring since April 2009 to cities such as Madrid, Lisbon, 
Beijing, Shanghai, Tokyo, Utrecht, London and New Delhi. It was organised by the Institute of Astrophysics 
of the Canary Islands, the Canary Government and the Cervantes Institute to promote the research studies in 
astrophysics that are carried out in Spain. [read more] 

Architect of a way of life - John Vincent Atanasoff (1903 - 1995) inventor of the first electronic digital 
computer: exhibition 10 - 20 December 2010 at the Civic Library, London Circuit, Canberra.   
Professor John Vincent Atanasoff and graduate student Clifford Berry invented the world's first electronic 
digital computer at Iowa State college, USA, between 1939 and 1942.  This exhibition is organised by the 
Bulgarian-Australian Association "Rodina" Canberra and region, with the support of the ACT Government's 
Multicultural Grants program. Free entry.  Enquiries canberra.rodina@gmail.com [read more] 

Until 9 October 2011: Vienna: Art & Design.  Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann.  The NGV’s eighth exhibition in 
the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series, Vienna: Art & Design will come exclusively to the National 
Gallery of Victoria. [read more] 
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More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   
  

EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) The Delegation's latest 
publication EU Insight, on the EU's emissions trading scheme, is now available on 
the delegation website, and in limited numbers in hard copy. The full text is on the 
Delegation's website, or the pdf version can be downloaded from 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/environment/EmissionsTradingScheme.htm 
 
Also available in hard copy and on the web: 

Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 
EU Insight: Education  

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 
2 6271 2744 roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 
jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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