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Council of the European Union approves aid to Ireland, sets out conditions 
On 7 December the Council of the EU adopted a decision providing financial assistance to Ireland and a 
recommendation setting out the conditions attached to the aid.  Loans amounting to EUR 22.5 billion will be 
granted under the European Financial Stability Mechanism (EFSM) as part of a EUR 85 billion package of 
financial assistance, on the basis of a programme negotiated with the Irish authorities by the Commission and 
the International Monetary Fund, in liaison with the European Central Bank.  The Council's recommendation 
takes up the conditions set in the programme, namely an overhaul of Ireland's banking system, growth-
enhancing reforms and the reduction of Ireland's government deficit below 3 % of gross domestic product by 
2015, extending a previous 2014 deadline. The package, agreed by EU finance ministers at an informal 
meeting on 28 November, is in response to a request submitted by the Irish authorities.  [read more]   

Delivering Climate Action at Cancún
Connie Hedegaard, European Commission for Climate Action, called on 
participants in the High-level Segment of COP-16/CMP-6 in Cancún to "deliver 
something substantial." 
  
"Over the last years we have managed to mobilise the whole world and get 
people from around the planet to acknowledge the urgency of this challenge. 
Seeing the pictures of palm trees and beautiful beaches, how would they judge 
us – the governments of the world – if we left Cancún empty-handed? We owe it 

to them to deliver. Just as we owe it to the people suffering the consequences of climate disruption. Let me 
assure you that the EU is committed to doing all it can to ensure that Cancún produces the successful outcome 
the world so badly needs." said Commissioner Hedegaard. [read more]  

China: €500 million loan for Climate Change mitigation projects 
On 3 December the European Investment Bank (EIB) granted a EUR 500 million loan to the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) for projects supporting climate change mitigation. The CCCFL II will be a multi-
investment scheme under which the Bank could support several individual Climate Change mitigating projects 
contributing to the avoidance or reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Projects will be selected in particular 
on the criteria that they will be making more and better use of renewable energy sources and enhancing energy 
efficiency. The project will significantly contribute to the EU-China strategic partnership and cooperation with 
China in the area of climate change: fostering the efficient use of energy, the development of renewable 
energy, and the associated avoidance of GHG emissions included in China’s National Climate Change 
Programme. The project will help to achieve the ambitious targets set by the Chinese government in the 
context of both the 11th and 12th five-year plans. [read more] 

€2.2 billion for combating climate change in developing countries  
In 2010, the European Union and its member states contributed €2.2 billion to ‘fast start’ financing, a rapid 
form of financial aid for developing countries so that they are able to move quickly to continue combating 
climate change. The announcement was made by the EU on 30 November during an event at the UN Climate 
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Summit in Cancún (Mexico).  At the Climate Summit in Copenhagen in December 2009 the industrialised 
countries pledged that for the period 2010-2012 they would jointly allocate $US30 billion for the fast start 
financing. For this period, the EU was to contribute a total of €7.2 billion, representing approximately 1/3 of 
the overall amount.  [read more]   

Environment: New rules on illegal timber come into force across EU 
New rules to prevent illegal timber being sold on the European market have 
come into force across the EU. The legislation will strengthen efforts to halt 
illegal logging which causes serious environmental damage and biodiversity loss 
and undermines the efforts of those trying to manage forests responsibly. The 
Regulation, which was first proposed by the Commission in 2008, was adopted 
by the EU last month and will apply in all Member States from March 2013.  
Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik said: "With this Regulation, the EU 
is making an important contribution to the fight against illegal logging, which 

not only plunders natural resources but also affects those who depend on forests for their livelihood. This is a 
concrete contribution by the EU towards the fight against loss of biodiversity globally. It will also give 
European consumers greater confidence about the products they buy.”  [read more] 

New website to identify greener and more efficient vehicles 
The European Commission has launched an easy-to-use website to help public authorities and anyone who 
cares about the environment choose the cleanest and most energy-efficient vehicles available. The Clean 
Vehicle Portal is available on http://www.cleanvehicle.eu  

EU-Russia Summit
President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, on 8 December at the 
EU-Russia Summit, congratulated Russian President Dmitry Medvedev on 
Russia’s victory in the bid to host the World Cup in 2018, saying is was "an 
important prospect for the Russian people and for the world." 
  
At the Summit, the EU stressed its continued support for early Russian 
accession to the WTO, and expressed satisfaction with the progress of 

negotiations on a new EU-Russia Agreement which will provide a solid basis for deepened bilateral relations. 
 Also discussed was the possibility of visa-free travel between the two regions, lessons drawn from the global 
economic and financial crisis, and prospect for greater cooperation on crisis management. [read more] 

EU welcomes new START Treaty
Declaration by High Representative Catherine Ashton on behalf of the European 
Union on the strategic arms reduction treaty (START). 
 
"The United States and Russia have shown vision and leadership in signing the 
new START treaty on 8 April this year. This landmark treaty represents 
remarkable progress in the fulfilment by the United States and Russia of their 
disarmament commitments. It contributed to the successful outcome of the 2010 
NPT Review Conference leading to the adoption of an action plan on the three 
pillars of the NPT, including disarmament. 
 
The United States and Russia, which possess 95% of the global stockpile of 
nuclear weapons, now have the historic opportunity to follow up their 
international commitments and to enhance security by reducing the number of 

deployed strategic warheads and their delivery systems and by establishing a verification system to the benefit 
of both sides. 
 
The ratification of the new START treaty will strengthen arms control and the global non-proliferation regime. 
The European Union has long stressed the need for a comprehensive approach to all these issues. A combined 
effort by the international community is required to strengthen disarmament, arms control and non-
proliferation, which are joint security interests for all.  In this context, the European Union gives its full 
support to efforts of the Governments of the United States and Russia and looks forward to the swift 
ratification and implementation of the new START treaty." [read more] 
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EU-India Summit 
The European Union and India will hold their 11th annual Summit in Brussels on 10 December. The main 
focus of the Summit will be the strengthening of the political dimension of the EU-India strategic partnership, 
in particular through increased cooperation in security and counterterrorism. The Summit will also provide a 
strong impetus for an early conclusion of a broad-based investment and trade agreement. Both partners will 
address regional and global issues of common interest and concern, as well as a wide range of joint activities 
and policy dialogues in various sectors of cooperation. 
  
In advance of the Summit President Van Rompuy stated: ''I am confident that the EU-India Summit will 
deliver great results for the mutual benefit of our people. We will give fresh momentum to the ongoing 
negotiations on the Trade and Investment Agreement, which will bring significant economic benefits to both 
sides and further strengthen our strategic partnership. We will also discuss recent developments aimed at 
reinforcing global economic governance in particular in the G20 context. Finally, I look forward to launch 
EU-India cooperation in the field of security, in particular in the area of counter-terrorism.''  [read more] 

EU Development Days 

European Development Days took place in Brussels on 6 and 7 December, 
highlighting the EU's continuing and enduring commitment to development.  
It brought together current and former Heads of State and Government from 
Europe, Africa and the rest of the world, high-level representatives of 
governments, international organisations as well as development practictioners, 
NGOs and civil society. 

Awards announced during the EDD included the Lorenzo Natali Journalism Prize, awarded to a journalist 
writing on development, democracy and human rights; and the Music Against Poverty contest, awarded to 
young Europeans for a song on fighting worldwide poverty. [read more] 

Security of personal information
European Union and United States official will start talks in Washington on 9 December on a personal data 
protection agreement when cooperating to fight terrorism or crime.  By reconciling security and citizens' 
rights, the agreement should enhance the long-term sustainability of EU-US cooperation in fighting terrorism.  
The aim is to ensure a high level of protection of personal data such as passenger data or financial information 
that is transferred as part of transatlantic cooperation in criminal matters. 

At the European Council on 3 December, home affairs ministers adopted negotiation directives for Passenger 
Names Records (PNR) agreements with Australia, Canada and the United States of America. [read more] 

Volunteer! Make a Difference 
"If our hopes of building a better and safer world are to become more than 
wishful thinking, we will need the engagement of volunteers more than ever," 
Kofi Annan said. It is in this spirit that 100 million Europeans dedicate their 
time and expertise to help those in need and give back to their communities: A 
retired art teacher gives lectures on European masterpieces to foreign visitors at 
a museum. A high school student reads to sick children at a hospital. A former 

national football player coaches at a neighbourhood club. There are thousands of ways people make a 
difference. To highlight these efforts and encourage more citizens to join in, the European Commission on 2 
December launched the 2011 European Year of Volunteering.  
  
Throughout the Year of Volunteering, hundreds of activities and projects will be highlighted and promoted. 
The Commission is working closely with the “Alliance” of volunteering organisations, the European 
Parliament, the EU Member States, the European Committee of the Regions, the European Economic and 
Social Committee, the Council of Europe and the United Nations Volunteers.  [read more] 

European Union Visitors Program [EUVP]
The Delegation to the European Union is seeking applications for the European 
Union Visitors Program.  Aimed at young leaders from non-EU countries, 
including Australia and New Zealand, the EUVP consists of an individual five-

to eight-day program of meetings with EU officials at the EU institutions in Europe. Travel and per diem costs 
are covered by the EUVP.  Participants are required to have completed their university education or equivalent 
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training and to have been employed for several years in their chosen career/field.  Applications close 31 March 
2011. [read more] 

EU tube:  Innovation Union 
The Innovation Union sets out a comprehensive innovation strategy for Europe. 
The Innovation Union is one of the seven flagship initiatives of the Europe 2020 
Strategy for a smart, sustainable and inclusive economy. [watch video] . EUtube 
- http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

Academic news and events 
The theme for Human Rights Day on 10 December is "Human rights defenders who act to end 
discrimination", with the motto "speak up, stop discrimination".  The EU's work extends to giving the 
opportunity to promising university students to study human rights and democratisation on Masters 
programmes by funding programs in four regions of the world, inclduing the Asia-Pacific Master (University 
of Sydney). [read more] 

The Russian Embassy, the ANU Centre for European Studies and the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific 
invite you to a public lecture on Wednesday 15 December to be followed by morning tea:  Russia: Good 
Friend and Reliable Partner in the Asia-Pacific Region. Speaker:  Bakhtier M. Khakimov, at the ANU 
Centre for European Studies, Building 67C, 1 Liversidge Street, ANU.  RSVP by 14/12/2010 to 
europe@anu.edu.au 

EU-STEP European Higher Education Study Tours for Australian and New Zealand Senior 
Executives. 10-15 April 2011. Brussels, Valencia and Glasgow. This study tour will focus on European 
policies and their implementation at the institutional level. [download flyer, including application form] 

The 2011 Call for Proposals for the Lifelong Learning Programme under the EU's Education, Audiovisual 
and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) has now been launched.   For more information :  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/documents/call_llp/01_instructions_2011_v01_en.pdf 
For more information on the calls please go to:  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/call_lifelong_learning_2011.php 

The Freilich Foundation and the ANU Centre for European Studies will hold a Summer School for teachers 
working in Australian schools from January 16th to 19th, 2011 at the Australian National University, 
Canberra - Refugees and Asylum Seekers - whose responsiblity?  For more information visit 
http://freilich.anu.edu.au 

Australian-German collaboration strengthened : Australia’s leading industry-focused universities have 
signed a high-level research collaboration agreement with the German Government’s German Academic 
Service (DAAD) which funds the exchange of academics from both countries who are working on joint 
research projects, building on the Australian Technology Network’s (ATN) .  The initial call for funding 
applications will close on 31 December.  

The ANU Centre for European Studies 2011 Visiting Fellowship Program is part of the Centre's mission to 
promote research, education and dialogue between Europe and Australia.  Detailed information and 
application procedures can be found at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/visiting-fellow-programs .Applications close 1 
February 2011. For further information please contact the Centre Manager: Telephone: +61 2 6125 9896. 
Fax: +61 6125 9976. Email: europe@anu.edu.au 

Upcoming cultural events 
Surprises of the Cosmos exhibition: This photography exhibition will take you 
on a journey through the Universe.  16 December 2010 to 13 January 2011 at 
CSIRO Discovery, Clunies Ross Street, Acton ACT.  Gallery hours 9 am - 5 
pm, Monday – Friday, 11 am - 3 pm, Sunday.  The Embassy of Spain in 
Canberra and CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science invite you to get to know 

the Universe a little better by viewing spectacular large format photographs on a journey through the Cosmos 
in three stages.  Surprises of the Cosmos has been touring since April 2009 to cities such as Madrid, Lisbon, 
Beijing, Shanghai, Tokyo, Utrecht, London and New Delhi. It was organised by the Institute of Astrophysics 
of the Canary Islands, the Canary Government and the Cervantes Institute to promote the research studies in 
astrophysics that are carried out in Spain. [read more] 
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Architect of a way of life - John Vincent Atanasoff (1903 - 1995) inventor of the first electronic digital 
computer: exhibition 10 - 20 December 2010 at the Civic Library, London Circuit, Canberra.   
Professor John Vincent Atanasoff and graduate student Clifford Berry invented the world's first electronic 
digital computer at Iowa State college, USA, between 1939 and 1942.  This exhibition is organised by the 
Bulgarian-Australian Association "Rodina" Canberra and region, with the support of the ACT Government's 
Multicultural Grants program. Free entry.  Enquiries canberra.rodina@gmail.com [read more] 

Until 9 October 2011: Vienna: Art & Design.  Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann.  The NGV’s eighth exhibition in 
the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series, Vienna: Art & Design will come exclusively to the National 
Gallery of Victoria. [read more] 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive.   
  

EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) The Delegation's latest 
publication EU Insight, on the EU's emissions trading scheme, is now available on 
the delegation website, and in limited numbers in hard copy. The full text is on the 
Delegation's website, or the pdf version can be downloaded from 
http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/environment/EmissionsTradingScheme.htm 
 
Also available in hard copy and on the web: 

Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 
EU Insight: Education  

EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty  
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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