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 With political will, Cancún can mark climate progress
Connie Hedegaard, European Union Commissioner for Climate Action, outlined 
the EU's expectations from the UN climate conference in Cancún, Mexico. 
 
"An ambitious and legally binding framework for global climate action is needed. 
The European Union is ready to agree this at the Cancún conference. Regrettably 
a number of other major economies, including the US and China, are not.  
Cancún will therefore not be the end of the road. Nonetheless the conference can 
still mark a significant step towards a legally binding global climate deal. It can 
– and must – deliver progress by agreeing a politically balanced package of 
decisions on a number of substantial issues that lead to immediate climate action 
on the ground." 
 
"Achieving a politically balanced package will not be easy, but it is within reach. 

Failure, on the other hand, would raise the risk of the international climate negotiations losing momentum 
and relevance. With political will, Cancún can succeed. Europe will be working throughout the two weeks of 
the conference to ensure that it does."  Commissioner Hedegaard concluded.  [read more] 

EU emissions trading scheme, a cost-effective tool for addressing climate 
change 

The Delegation's latest publication EU Insight, on the EU's emissions trading 
scheme, is now available on the delegation website, and will shortly be available 
in hard copy. 
 
"Emissions trading is a market based approach for controlling pollution. It is 
certainly not a new idea. It has been used successfully in the US to control air 
pollutants like sulphur dioxide since the 1990s and before this in the phase-out 
of leaded petrol. The EU ETS is a 'cap-and-trade' system. That is to say it caps, 
through legislation and enforcement, the overall level of emissions allowed, but 
within that limit, participants in the system can buy and sell allowances as 
required. Emissions trading helps decouple emissions from economic 
development in several ways." 

Stocks are very limited, but if you would like a hard copy of this publication, 
please contact delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu .  The full text is on the 
Delegation's website, or the pdf version can be downloaded from 

http://www.delaus.ec.europa.eu/environment/EmissionsTradingScheme.htm 

 European Stability Mechanism
Olli Rehn, European Commissioner for Economic and Monetary Affairs, at a 
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conference organised by the Association for Financial Markets in Europe on 30 November outlined the steps 
necessary to secure financial stability in Europe. 
  
"Our economies are linked through the single market. Without question, the single market is the foundation for 
growth and prosperity in the EU. Last week, Ireland requested assistance from the European financial 
backstops. On Sunday, a decision was made to provide such assistance accompanied by a three-pillar 
programme: by a comprehensive overhaul of the banking system; by restoring fiscal sustainability and 
correction of the excessive deficit by 2015; and by growth enhancing structural reforms."  
  
Commissioner Rehn concluded his speech by saying "Let me say that in the current market climate, some facts 
seem to get lost in the prevailing nervousness. First: No EU sovereign has defaulted on its debt. Instead, the 
EU Member States have put up massive resources to back up any Member State facing liquidity problems. 
Furthermore, there is a strong political will in all countries concerned to bring the houses in order." [read 
more] 

EU economic news
According to the European Commission's autumn forecasts published on 29 
November GDP growth of 1.75% is expected in 2010-2011 and this figure is due 
to lie at around 2% in 2012. This year economic results were better than expected 
and growth forecasts made in the spring for 2010 were revised upwards. However 
given the slowing of the world economy and the start of budgetary stabilisation 
activity is still due to decline at the end of year and in 2011. But it is due to gather 
pace again in 2012 thanks to an improvement in private demand. With the 
economic recovery en route the labour market situation should gradually improve 

also. The unemployment rate should fall to below 9% in 2012 whilst public deficit should decline to around 
4.25% of the GDP. 
 
A Eurostat study published on 24th November showed that the industrial new orders index decreased by 
3.8% in September 2010 in comparison with August 2010. In spite of an increase in August of 3.5% new 
orders entering the EU declined by 2.5% in September 2010. However in September 2010 in comparison with 
September last year new industrial orders were up by 13.5% in the euro area and by 13.4% in the EU. 
  
The euro area (EA16) seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate was 10.1% in October 2010, compared with 
10.0% in September. It was 9.9% in October 2009. The EU27 unemployment rate was 9.6% in October 2010, 
unchanged compared with September. It was 9.4% in October 2009.  Eurostat estimates that 23.151 million 
men and women in the EU27, of whom 15.947 million were in the euro area, were unemployed in October 
2010. Compared with September, the number of persons unemployed increased by 84 000 in the EU27 and by 
80 000 in the euro area. Compared with October 2009, unemployment rose by 0.590 million in the EU27 and 
by 0.402 million in the euro area.  In the USA, the unemployment rate was 9.6% in October 2010. In Japan it 
was 5.0% in September 2010.  [read more] 

EU public consultation on external action funding after 2013

This week the European Commission launched a public consultation on all 
aspects of EU external funding.  The aim is to gather ideas and opinions on the 
future of the instruments at the the disposal of the Europan Union to fulfil its 
worldwide responsibilites.  with the new institutional framework establsihed by 

the Lisbon Treaty, expectations have been raised on the EU's capacities to respond to challenges worldwide.  
these challenges range from humanitarian disasters to global issues such as climate change, energy security, 
food security and financial stability.  The public consultation is open to all interested stakeholders, to prepare 
the ground for the Commission legislative proposals to be presented in 2011 on the financial perspectives after 
2013.  The public consultation can be accessed on the following link: 
http://ec.europa.eu/development/how/consultation/index.cfm?action=viewcons&id=5240&lng=en 

International Human Rights Day: Speak Up, Stop Discrimination 
The theme for Human Rights Day on 10 December is "Human rights defenders who act to end 
discrimination", with the motto "speak up, stop discrimination".  This anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human rights, adopted in 1948, will highlight and promote the achievements of human rights 
defenders. 
  
The European Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, the rule of 
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law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities.  A recently released 
report on EU actions in the human rights arena reveals the commitment to these principles, both in the EU and 
in the wider world.  The EU's work extends to giving the opportunity to promising university students to study 
human rights and democratisation on Masters programmes by funding programs in four regions of the world : 
the Balkans’ Master (University of Sarajevo) , the African Master (University of Pretoria), the Asia-Pacific 
Master (University of Sydney) and the Latin American Master (UNSAM-Argentina).  [read more] 

World Aids Day : 1 December 2010
On World AIDS Day 2010, the European Union commemorated the many 
millions of people who have lost their lives to HIV/AIDS, and paid tribute to the 
many people living with HIV and people from all levels of society, who have 
fought relentlessly to bring attention to the epidemic and advocate for urgent 
action.  
More than five million people now have access to effective treatment in middle 
and low-income countries, a thirteen fold increase in just six years. The biggest 
progress has been made in the most affected countries of sub-Saharan Africa. 

Twenty-two of the most affected countries in sub-Saharan Africa have reduced new HIV infections by more 
than 25% in the past 10 years. The European Union is proud to have contributed to these extraordinary 
achievements made in the global response to HIV/AIDS and to be part of a collective effort of strong partners 
such as UNAIDS, WHO, the Global Fund, UNITAID, People Living with HIV and civil society.   Despite the 
progress achieved, HIV/AIDS remains the leading cause of morbidity and mortality among women of child-
bearing age globally. 
  
The European Union looks forward to taking part in the comprehensive review of progress achieved in 
relation to the commitments of the 2001 Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS and the 2006 Political 
Declaration on HIV/AIDS at a Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 2011. Through the 
combination of strong and proactive political leadership, better governance and continued efforts in research 
and development progress can be made towards the goal of universal access and to a world with zero new HIV 
infections, zero stigma and discrimination, and zero deaths from AIDS. [read more] 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities: 3 December
The European Union is committed to promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. The European 
Commission undertakes actions to implement its disability policy in a large number of areas that are contained 
in the European Disability Action Plan 2003-2010. The new European Disability strategy 2010-2010 was 
adopted in November 2010.  
 
The EU engagement towards the rights of persons with disabilities is reinforced by the signature by the EU 
and its 27 Member States of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that is 
in the process of being concluded (November 2010). The EU seeks to integrate human rights, including 
disability issues, into all aspects of its external policies, including in its political dialogues with third countries 
and regional organisations, at multilateral forums such as the United Nations, and by giving financial support. 
In addition, the European Commission gives direct support to partner countries and civil society organisations 
working on disability issues. EU Human Rights Policy on Disabilities  

 European Asylum Support Office
The European Asylum Support Office (EASO) held its first meetings in Malta on November 25 – 26.  The 
EASO is a regulatory agency which will be fully operational by 19 June 2011.  A consultative forum is to be 
established for cooperation between the EASO and relevant civil society organisations and other competent 
bodies working on asylum policy at local, regional, national, European or international level. The Regulation 
establishing the EASO contributes to the creation of a Common European Asylum System (CEAS). The 
mandate of the EASO is to strengthen Member States’ practical cooperation on asylum, to support Member 
States whose asylum systems are under particular pressure and to enhance the implementation of the CEAS.   
The budget foreseen for the period 2010 – 2013 is around €40 million.  [read more] 

Antitrust: Commission probes allegations of antitrust violations by Google 
The European Commission has opened an antitrust investigation into allegations that Google Inc. has abused a 
dominant position in online search, in violation of European Union rules. The opening of formal proceedings 
follows complaints by search service providers about unfavourable treatment of their services in Google's 
unpaid and sponsored search results coupled with an alleged preferential placement of Google's own services. 
This initiation of proceedings does not imply that the Commission has proof of any infringements. It only 
signifies that the Commission will conduct an in-depth investigation of the case as a matter of priority. 
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The Commission's probe will additionally focus on allegations that Google imposes exclusivity obligations on 
advertising partners, preventing them from placing certain types of competing ads on their web sites, as well 
as on computer and software vendors, with the aim of shutting out competing search tools. Finally, it will 
investigate suspected restrictions on the portability of online advertising campaign data to competing online 
advertising platforms.  [read more] 

Updated EU list of banned air carriers; new rights for those travelling by water, 
bus or coach 
The European Commission has adopted the sixteenth update of the list of airlines banned in the European 
Union. The updated European list includes all carriers certified in 19 States, accounting for 276 known air 
carriers, whose operations are fully banned in the European Union: Afghanistan, Angola, Benin, Republic of 
Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon (with the exception of three 
carriers which operate under restrictions and conditions), Indonesia (with the exception of six carriers), 
Kazakhstan (with the exception of one carrier which operates under restrictions and conditions), the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Liberia, Mauritania, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Sao Tome and Principe, Sudan, Swaziland and 
Zambia. The European Aviation Safety Agency was mandated to perform technical assistance missions.  
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air-ban/list_en.htm  
 
The European Parliament and the Council have given their signature to a regulation that will enable 
passengers travelling by sea and by inland waterways to enjoy the same rights wherever they travel in the 
European Union. Among these rights is the right to information or compensation in the case of delay or 
cancellation of a journey. In addition, the new rules also offer people with a disability or reduced mobility 
protection when travelling over water. The new regulation will complement existing rights for air and rail 
passengers.  [ read more] 
 
Agreement was reached by the European Parliament and Council on the rights of passengers travelling by bus 
and coach. A set of basic rights including non-discrimination, adequate information to passengers, in 
particular those with reduced mobility will apply to all passengers. Additional rights (assistance, 
accommodation, compensation, etc.) will be granted to passengers travelling long distances (more than 250 
km). [read more] 

 ANU Centre for European Studies 2011 Visiting Fellowship Program now open 
The Visiting Fellowship Program is part of the Centre for European Studies’ mission to promote research, 
education and dialogue between Europe and Australia. The Visiting Fellowship Program is specifically aimed 
at supporting and hosting local and international scholars wishing to undertake research at the Australian 
National University. 

Each year the Centre for European Studies and the Research School of Humanities announce broad research 
themes. Applications from scholars interested in these themes from any discipline are welcome. Please note 
that while priority is accorded to applications addressing these themes, proposals outside these themes will 
also be considered.   The broad theme for 2011-12 is ‘The European Union: A Major Business Partner for 
Australia’. Within this theme, several projects are being developed that  take a comparative Australia-EU 
perspective and/or focus specifically on Australia-EU relations. 

These 2011-12 projects draw on some of the existing research interests in the ANU College of Business and 
Economics,  but applications in relation to other research interests in business and economics will also be 
considered, as will applications related to research theses in the ANU Research School of Humanities and the 
Arts.  Detailed information and application procedures can be found at: http://ces.anu.edu.au/visiting-fellow-
programs .Applications close 1 February 2011. For further information please contact the Centre Manager: 
Telephone: +61 2 6125 9896. Fax: +61 6125 9976. Email: europe@anu.edu.au 

EU tube:  Climate Change Conference 29 November to 10 December 
Cancún: Climate Change Conference 29 November to 10 December 2010 
[watch video]  
 
EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

More...

Academic news and events 
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Café Scientifique. Slow Food – Fast Science.  Friday, December 3,  5.15pm for 5:30pm start at Alliance 
Française de Canberra, 66 McCaughey Street, Turner ACT.  Alliance Française de Canberra, in association 
with the Australian Academy of Science and the Australian French Association for Science and Technology.  
Nice wine and cheese + good conversation + relaxed atmosphere = enjoyable evening. Admission free!  
Early booking essential tel: 6247 5027 or enquiries@afcanberra.com.au .[download flyer] 

The Ideas & Society Program in association with the Innovative Universities European Union Centre is 
sponsoring an important symposium: "Does Social Democracy have a future?"  Speakers: Professor 
Wolfgang Merkel, Professor of Political Science at the Humboldt University at Berlin; Professor Geoff 
Gallop, former Premier, Western Australia and Director of the Graduate School of Government, University 
of Sydney; Professor Robert Manne, Professor of Politics and Convenor of the Ideas & Society Program at 
La Trobe University.  Discussant: Marilyn Lake, Professor in History at La Trobe University, Chair: Stefan 
Auer, Jean Monnet Chair in EU Interdisciplinary Studies at La Trobe University.  Venue The Wheeler 
Centre, 176 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2010,6.00-7.30pm.  All 
welcome.  Enquiries to Dr Stefan Auer, s.auer@latrobe.edu.au  and Professor Robert 
Manne, r.manne@latrobe.edu.au 

EU-STEP European Higher Education Study Tours for Australian and New Zealand Senior 
Executives. 10-15 April 2011. Brussels, Valencia and Glasgow. European Higher Education has been 
undergoing major transformations over the last decade. Most prominent are the Lisbon Strategy and Bologna 
Process. This study tour will focus on European policies and their implementation at the institutional level. 
[download flyer, including application form] 

The 2011 Call for Proposals for the Lifelong Learning Programme under the EU's Education, Audiovisual 
and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) has now been launched.   Please note that non-EU countries can 
participate in many of these programs.  For more information on third party [non-EU countries] involvement 
please download the following document:  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/documents/call_llp/01_instructions_2011_v01_en.pdf 
For more information on the calls please go to:  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/call_lifelong_learning_2011.php 

The Freilich Foundation and the ANU Centre for European Studies will hold a Summer School for teachers 
working in Australian schools from January 16th to 19th, 2011 at the Australian National University, 
Canberra - Refugees and Asylum Seekers - whose responsiblity?  For more information visit 
http://freilich.anu.edu.au 

Australian-German collaboration strengthened : Australia’s leading industry-focused universities have 
signed a high-level research collaboration agreement with the German Government’s German Academic 
Service (DAAD). The agreement will fund the exchange of academics from both countries who are working 
on joint research projects, building on the Australian Technology Network’s (ATN) already strong presence 
in Germany.  The initial call for funding applications will close on 31 December.  

European Union Studies Association Asia Pacific presents Assessing the External Impact of the Lisbon 
Treaty within the Asia-Pacific Region conference, 17 – 19 February 2011, at Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok, and Purimas Beach Hotel, Rayong.  Further information sarah.christie@canterbury.ac.nz  and 
http://www.eusaap.org.nz/events.shtml.  This conference is supported by a Jean Monnet Grant from the 
Education and Culture Directorate General of the European Commission.    

Upcoming cultural events 
Architect of a way of life - John Vincent Atanasoff (1903 - 1995) inventor of 
the first electronic digital computer: exhibition 10 - 20 December 2010 at the 
Civic Library, London Circuit, Canberra.  Professor John Vincent Atanasoff and 
graduate student Clifford Berry invented the world's first electronic digital 
computer at Iowa State college, USA, between 1939 and 1942.  This exhibition 
is organised by the Bulgarian-Australian Association "Rodina" Canberra and 

region, with the support of the ACT Government's Multicultural Grants program. Free entry.  Enquiries 
canberra.rodina@gmail.com [read more] 
 
Until 9 October 2011: Vienna: Art & Design.  Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann.  The NGV’s eighth exhibition in 
the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series, Vienna: Art & Design will bring together an outstanding 
collection of almost 240 works by the greatest Viennese artists of the early 20th Century.  Vienna: Art & 
Design will come exclusively to the National Gallery of Victoria from two of Vienna’s most important 
museums - The Belvedere Museum and Wien Museum (Vienna Museum) along with works from private 

Page 5 of 6European Union Delegation to Australia newsletter 295

2/12/2010https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=628967&u=...



 

lenders and public institutions from all over the world.  [read more] 
More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive. 
 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 
Study in Europe 2010 

Key Facts 2010 
EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 

 Send to a Friend

Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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