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European Finance Ministers welcome financial assistance decision for Ireland
On 21 November, EU Member State Finance (ECOFIN) Ministers welcomed the request of the Irish 
Government for financial assistance from the European Union and euro-area Member States. Ministers 
concurred with the European Commission and the European Central Bank that providing assistance to Ireland 
is warranted to safeguard financial stability in the EU and in the euro area.  
  
Given the strong fundamentals of the Irish economy, decisive implementation of the programme should allow 
a return to a robust and sustainable growth, safeguarding the economic and social cohesion.  By building on 
the measures already taken by Ireland to address stress in its banking sector, a comprehensive range of 
measures – including deleveraging and restructuring of the banking sector – will contribute to ensuring that 
the banking system performs its role in the functioning of the economy.  After approval by the Irish 
Government, the programme will be endorsed by the ECOFIN Council and the Eurogroup, in line with 
national procedures, on the basis of an EC and ECB assessment.  [read more] 

EU-US Summit 
The European Union hosted this year’s EU-US Summit in Lisbon, Portugal, on 
20 November. The EU Security Strategy states that “The transatlantic 
relationship is irreplaceable. Acting together, the European Union and the 
United States can be a formidable force for good in the world."  This was the first 
EU summit with the US since the Lisbon Treaty entered into force, streamlining 
the EU’s external action and creating a permanent President of the European 
Council who chairs summits with the EU’s partner countries. It was an important 
opportunity to reaffirm the importance of the deepening EU-US relationship 

which, based on shared values and political experience and growing economic interdependence, is vital in 
bringing prosperity and security to 800 million citizens on the two sides of the Atlantic. 
 
The EU was represented by Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, and José Manuel 
Barroso, President of the European Commission. The United States was represented by President Barack 
Obama. The High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, and the 
US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, also attended the summit. 
  
A joint statement was issued following the Summit, focussing on three key areas of cooperation: how to 
ensure strong, balanced and sustainable economic growth and how to create jobs, including in new, emerging 
fields; how to meet global challenges such as climate change and international development; and how to 
strengthen the security of citizens. [read more]  
 
caption: Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, Barack Obama, President of the United 
States, José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission at the US-EU Summit  

NATO Summit 
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The NATO Summit in Lisbon on 20 November marked the first occasion that the President of the European 
Council had been invited to attend.  "The invitation is a symbol. Thanks to the trans-Atlantic alliance, Europe 
has emerged as a continent of cooperation and integration. There would not have been an EU without NATO. 
Our two organisations have been in the same boat for decades." said Herman Van Rompuy, President of the 
European Council.  "With the political and diplomatic structures of the Lisbon Treaty in place, we can do even 
better.  We must, therefore, ensure that our EU-NATO strategic partnership is built, not against the 
background of competition and division, but on synergy, inclusiveness and co-operation. I hope the ambition 
to further reinforce the relationship between the EU and NATO will be reflected in the new Strategic Concept 
and I re-confirm the EU's strong commitment to this endeavour." 

José Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, reiterated the EU's commitment to Afghanistan 
"At this critical moment where unprecedented efforts are being made towards reconciliation and transition to 
full Afghan ownership, support from the International Community is more crucial than ever. But this is also a 
critical time to strengthen the Afghan Government’s legitimacy.  For the next 3 years, the EU will increase its 
assistance to some €200m per year to support reconstruction and stabilization.  The EUPOL mandate has 
been extended by 3 years and the EU's efforts should be seen in this synergetic way. The EU’s High 
Representative Cathy Ashton has been working with General Petraeus on proposals to refine our mission and 
I would like to pay tribute to her work on this."  [read more] 
  
caption: US President Barack Obama and EC President José Manuel Barroso at the NATO Summit 

Commission outlines Common Agricultural Policy blueprint for 2013 
The European Commission on 18 November published a Communication on "the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) towards 2020 – Meeting the food, natural 
resources and territorial challenges of the future". The reform aims at making the 
European agriculture sector more dynamic, competitive, and effective in 
responding to the Europe 2020 vision of stimulating sustainable growth, smart 
growth and inclusive growth. The paper outlines three options for further reform. 
Following discussion of these ideas, the Commission will present formal 
legislative proposals in mid-2011 
 
Outlining the Communication, EU Agriculture and Rural Development 
Commissioner Dacian Cioloş underlined the importance of making the CAP 

“greener, fairer, more efficient and more effective”. He continued: “The CAP is not just for farmers, it is for 
all EU citizens – as consumers and taxpayers. It is therefore important that we design our policy in a way 
which is more understandable to the general public and which makes clear the public benefits that farmers 
provide to society as a whole. European agriculture needs to be not only economically competitive, but also 
environmentally competitive.”  [read more]  

New European initiatives for bioenergy and sustainable nuclear energy 
Over 500 interested parties from all over Europe met in Brussels on 15 and 16 November for the fourth major 
conference on the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-Plan). The conference launched two 
European Industrial Initiatives for bioenergy and sustainable nuclear energy and announced the kick-off of the 
international collaboration dimension of SET-Plan, aimed to accelerate the development and implementation 
of a number of world-class low-carbon technologies. During the two-day conference, the participants received 
an overview of the progress of the SET-Plan.  [read more]  

The EU helps Samoa face the consequences of the economic crisis  
The European Commission has adopted a financing decision providing a total amount of €48.5 million to help 
several countries in African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, including Samoa, to cope with the 
consequences of the global economic crisis in the framework of the Vulnerability FLEX mechanism (V-
FLEX).  This support will be implemented by an increase of ongoing budget support programmes, which will 
help governments to maintain their level of public spending in priority areas, including in the social sectors. 
The Vulnerability FLEX mechanism is the European Union's swift response to help ACP countries which 
were the most affected by the economic downturn. A significant number of the most affected countries now 
face the risk of losing the progress made on macroeconomic stability and poverty reduction, thereby 
jeopardising efforts undertaken towards achieving the millennium development goals. The V-Flex mechanism 
was created in 2009 and was allocated EUR 500 million over two years (2009-2010). It is demand-driven and 
targeted at countries with a high degree of economic, social and political vulnerability, the right policies in 
place to fight the crisis and sufficient absorptive capacity as well as a financing gap in their budgets where EU 
support can make a difference by closing or significantly reducing this gap.  €5.5 million will be provided to 
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Samoa under the V-FLEX mechanism.         [read more] 

Schengen Visas explained 
The Schengen area of free movement currently consists of 25 Schengen Member States - i.e. the EU countries 
Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, as 
well as the two associated countries, Iceland and Norway and, since December 2008, Switzerland. Bulgaria, 
Romania and Cyprus only partially apply the Schengen acquis at the moment and checks are, therefore, still 
carried out at the borders with these three Member States.  
 
Free movement is guaranteed on a territory with 42,673 km of external sea and 7,721 km of land borders, 
covering 25 countries and 400 million citizens.  Travelling in Europe has also been simplified for third country 
citizens, including citizens of Australia and New Zealand, with the introduction of the Schengen visa. Once 
issued, the visa allows these citizens to enter one country and travel freely throughout the Schengen zone for 
up to three months.  [read more]  

Sport as catalyst for social inclusion
The European Commission promotes social inclusion through sport with funding 
from EU programmes and structural funds.  It has allocated more than €6 million 
to support around 40 projects promoting health for sport, education, sport for the 
disabled, gender equality, the fight against drugs in sport, and volunteering. 
  
At the Council of the EU meeting on 18 and 19 November on Education, Youth, 
Culture and Sport, the Council established a regular dialogue between 
representatives of sports movements and EU policy makers.  Ministers underlined 

that sport is an activity that can bring people together and be a powerful tool to strengthen social cohesion. 
 Relevant activities are targeted at youth, disabled sportsmen, the elderly and those from disadvantaged and 
migrant communities, under the "sport for all" principle.  [read more] 

EU economic news
The USA remains the EU's largest trading partner for both goods and services, 
and there are also significant investment flows between the two partners. 
However, a steady decline of the share of the USA in total EU27 trade in goods 
has been observed over recent years. In 2000, the USA accounted for 28% of total 
EU27 exports, compared with 19% in 2009. The share of USA in total EU27 
imports also fell over this period, from 21% in 2000 to 12% in 2008, before 
recovering slightly to 13% in 2009.  
 

In November 2010, the DG ECFIN flash estimate of the consumer confidence indicator signalled a sizeable 
improvement in sentiment in the euro area (-9.5 after -10.9 in October), while it increased marginally in the 
EU (-11.1 after -11.5 in October).  [read more] 

EU tube:  High-speed lines - a journey through Europe
"High-speed Lines" is a human-orientated documentary about the growing 
success of high-speed trains and its extending network throughout Europe. 
Listen to the stories of train passengers and train professionals: stories about 
speed, comfort, punctuality, new technology and environmental-friendly 
solutions. The continuously expanding network of high-speed trains is a key 

element to establish an efficient Trans-European Network for Transport (TEN-T). A whole new industry has 
been emerging which will give the economy, employment, competitiveness, technological development and 
further unification of Europe a tremendous boost. [watch video] EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

More...

Call for proposals: Lifelong Learning Programme
The 2011 Call for Proposals for the Lifelong Learning Programme under the EU's Education, Audiovisual and 
Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) has now been launched.   Please note that non EU countries can 
participate in many of these programs.  For more information on third party [non-EU countries] involvement 
please download the following document: 
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/documents/call_llp/01_instructions_2011_v01_en.pdf 
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For more information on the calls please go to:  
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/llp/funding/2011/call_lifelong_learning_2011.php 

Academic news and events 
The hidden world of multilateralism? Treaty commitments of newly democratised states in Europe, 
presented by Karolina Milewicz, University of Bern, on Monday 29 November, 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm, Seminar 
Room D, Coombs Building 9, Fellows Road, Australian National University. Why do new EU democracies 
engage in multilateralism? This question is at the heart of inquiry in this paper. Enquiries europe@anu.edu.au 

The French Embassy, in collaboration with the Australian Academy of the Humanities, The University of 
Melbourne and its French Trust Fund, invites you to a seminar "Languages of the Future World" with 
Professor Louis-Jean Calvet of the University of Provence Aix-Marseille, Professor Joe Lo Bianco of the 
University of Melbourne, as key speakers; and Paulin Djité of the University of Western Sydney, as 
moderator.   The seminar will be held on Monday 29 November from 6:30 pm at The Carrillo Gantner 
Theatre, Sidney Myer Asia Centre, Swanston St, The University of Melbourne.  Enquiries to 
virginie.dourlet@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

The ANU College of Asia Pacific and the ANU College of Arts and Social Sciences, invite you to a Public 
Seminar on Tuesday 30 November 2010 from 4pm to 6pm.  Presentation of the Barometer of World’s 
Languages.  Speaker:  Professor Louis-Jean Calvet. Venue:  Sir Roland Wilson Building 120, Conference 
Room (Level 1). Enquiries to:  Language.Studies@anu.edu.au 

The Freilich Foundation and the ANU Centre for European Studies announce a Summer School for 
teachers working in Australian schools  to be held from January 16th to 19th, 2011 at the Australian 
National University, Canberra - Refugees and Asylum Seekers - whose responsiblity?  For more information 
visit http://freilich.anu.edu.au 

Australian-German collaboration strengthened : Australia’s leading industry-focused universities have 
signed a high-level research collaboration agreement with the German Government’s German Academic 
Service (DAAD). The agreement will fund the exchange of academics from both countries who are working 
on joint research projects, building on the Australian Technology Network’s (ATN) already strong presence 
in Germany.  The initial call for funding applications will close on 31 December.  

European Union Studies Association Asia Pacific presents Assessing the External Impact of the Lisbon 
Treaty within the Asia-Pacific Region conference, 17 – 19 February 2011, at Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok, and Purimas Beach Hotel, Rayong.  Further information sarah.christie@canterbury.ac.nz  and 
http://www.eusaap.org.nz/events.shtml.  This conference is supported by a Jean Monnet Grant from the 
Education and Culture Directorate General of the European Commission.    

The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) 
arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying degrees in engineering, 
science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships are available in over 80 countries 
and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/ 

Europe Centres in Australia and New Zealand. Did you know you can learn more about Europe, the 
European Union and international relations at the Europe Centres? The Centres in Australia are the National 
Europe Centre (NEC) at the Australian National University in Canberra, the RMIT EU Centre in Melbourne, 
and the Monash European and EU Centre, also in Melbourne.   In New Zealand the EU Centres Network 
(EUCN) at the National Centre for Research on Europe at the University of Canterbury in Christchurch 
encompasses 8 NZ universities. [read more]  

Upcoming cultural events 
Until 9 October 2011: Vienna: Art & Design.  Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann.  The NGV’s eighth exhibition in 
the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series, Vienna: Art & Design will bring together an outstanding 
collection of almost 240 works by the greatest Viennese artists of the early 20th Century.  Vienna: Art & 
Design will come exclusively to the National Gallery of Victoria from two of Vienna’s most important 
museums - The Belvedere Museum and Wien Museum (Vienna Museum) along with works from private 
lenders and public institutions from all over the world.  [read more] 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
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The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive. 
 
EU Insight: Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 
Study in Europe 2010 

Key Facts 2010 
EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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