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G20 Summit in Seoul 
 

 

European Commission President Barroso and European Council President Van Rompuy issued a statement 
expressing satisfaction with the outcome of the G20 Summit chaired by Korea. In a joint statement in advance 
of the Summit, the two Presidents outlined the EU's joint position, calling for progress to boost global growth 
and jobs. "We are pleased that the Seoul Action plan commits the G20 further to global action for balanced 
growth. The Action Plan is a clear recognition of our joint responsibility. All major economies have agreed to 
do their part to achieve rebalancing to tackle imbalances. We will strengthen the mutual assessment process to 
promote external sustainability." said the statement. 
 
Presidents Van Rompuy and Barroso welcomed the placing of development firmly on the agenda of the G20 
with the Seoul Development Consensus for Shared Growth, interlocking development, trade and investment. 
 
"We also welcome the conclusions of the G20 summit regarding Cancún, namely the willingness to spare no 
effort to reach a balanced and successful outcome of the climate negotiations." concluded Presidents Barroso 
and Van Rompuy.  [read more]  
 
photo: Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard with European Commission President Jose Barroso and US 
President Barack Obama at the APEC meeting following the G20 Summit  

 EU High Representative completes her top management team

Catherine Ashton, the EU High Representative 
has announced the appointment of two Deputy 
Secretaries General for the External Action Service 
(EAS) - completing her top management team. She 
has appointed Helga Schmid as the Deputy 
Secretary-General for Political Affairs and Maciej 
Popowski as the Deputy Secretary-General for 
Inter-institutional Affairs. Helga Schmid has been 
the Political Adviser to two German Ministers of 
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Foreign Affairs and the Head of the Foreign Minister's office, before relocating to Brussels to become the 
Director of the Policy Planning and Early Warning Unit of the High Representative in the General Secretariat 
of the Council of the European Union.  In this role, Ms Schmid visited Australia, delivering the Shuman 
Lecture at the National Europe Centre in February 2009.  

Maciej Popowski started his career in the Polish Diplomatic Service and took part in the accession negotiations 
of Poland with the European Union. He was deputy head of Poland's representation to the EU and after the 
2004 EU enlargement the first Permanent Representative of Poland to the EU's Political and Security 
Committee for over five years. He then joined the European Commission as the director in DG Development 
before becoming Head of the Cabinet of the European Parliament President Jerzy Buzek.  

Photos: Helga Maria Schmid (left) and Maciej Popowski (right) 

 EU sets assertive trade policy for the next five years
The European Commission on 9 November laid out its blueprint for an EU trade 
policy to help revitalise Europe's economy. In its discussion paper "Trade, 
Growth and World Affairs", the Commission analyses how trade is an engine 
for economic growth and job creation. It proposes a strategy to reduce trade 
barriers, to open global markets and to get a fair deal for European businesses. 
The overarching aim is to take a more assertive approach to ensure the benefits 
of trade reach European citizens. 
 

"Trade is working for Europe's economic recovery by ensuring growth and jobs", said EU Trade 
Commissioner Karel De Gucht. "A renewed trade strategy will open markets and connect Europe to the main 
sources and regions of global growth. My aim is to ensure that European business gets a fair deal and that our 
rights are respected so that all of us can enjoy the benefits of trade." 
 
The paper sets out the triple benefit of trade for Europe: stronger economic growth, more jobs and increased 
consumer choice at lower prices.  The Commission plans to use trade policy to help exit the current crisis and 
to create the right environment for a strong EU economy.  [read more]  

Joint statement on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA)  
Participants in the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) negotiations announced on 15 November 
that they had concluded their negotiations, after resolving the few issues that remained outstanding after the 
final round of negotiations in Tokyo. The participants will shortly publish the finalised text of the agreement, 
which remains subject to a final legal review. The proposed agreement will then be ready to be submitted to 
the participants’ respective authorities to undertake relevant domestic processes prior to signature, including 
consultations. 
 
Participants in the negotiations include Australia, Canada, the European Union (EU) and its Member States, 
represented by the European Commission and the EU Presidency (Belgium), Japan, Korea, Mexico, Morocco, 
New Zealand, Singapore, Switzerland and the United States of America.  
 
ACTA aims to establish a comprehensive, first-of-its-kind international framework that will assist Parties to 
the agreement in their efforts to effectively combat the infringement of intellectual property rights, in particular 
the proliferation of counterfeiting and piracy, which undermines legitimate trade and the sustainable 
development of the world economy.  [read more] 

Market access : addressing trade barriers
The changing nature of modern trade means that many of the trade barriers European exporters face are not 
just the traditional import tariffs or quotas but also other more complex barriers, such as discriminatory or 
disproportionate regulations and standards, discriminatory access to public procurement or lack of protection 
of intellectual property rights. Tackling such barriers takes a great deal of political and technical expertise and 
collaboration between European businesses, the European Commission and European governments.  
To address this challenge the European Union's Market Access Strategy was strengthened and adapted in 
2007, as part of the Global Europe trade policy strategy, with the Market Access Partnership launched. The 
centre-piece of this new approach is a new decentralised partnership between the Commission, Member States 
and business on the ground in Europe 's most important export markets through the establishment of local 
Market Access Teams, where local expertise makes trade barriers easier to identify and address.  
Looking forward, a discussion paper "Trade, Growth and World Affairs" was released on 9 November 2010 
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which lays out the blueprint for an EU trade policy to help revitalise the European economy. This includes a 
renewed focus on enforcement of trade rules, highlighting the important role of the market access strategy in 
this respect. [read more]  

Trade with the EU: Ambassador address Colloquium at QUT

 

David Daly, European Union Ambassador to Australia, at a conference at the Queensland University of 
Technology, said that Australians tend to look at trade in Europe with the individual countries, but need to 
refocus on the EU as a whole to make the most of trade opportunities. 

“European Union accounts for thirty five per cent of all the foreign investment in this country.” said 
Ambassador Daly.  "That helps support one point two million Australian jobs but there’s a potential for more. 
 The European Union is a large economic block with half a billion people, a developed economy, strong 
purchasing power.”  [read more] 
 
photo: ambassador David Daly addressing the QUT Colloquium on 15 October 

EU High Representative Catherine Ashton pays homage to Aung San Suu Kyi 
Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-
President of the Commission, issued the following statement after the release from house arrest of Aung San 
Suu Kyi, leader of the democratic opposition in Burma/Myanmar.  
  
"Over the many years of her repeated and unjustified detentions, she has been a symbol of fortitude and of the 
hope for the better future which the people of her country deserve. It is essential that Aung San Suu Kyi have 
unrestricted freedom of movement and speech; and that all remaining political prisoners be set free. This 
would allow for a truly inclusive dialogue and for the beginning of a credible transition to democracy. I urge 
the Government of Burma/Myanmar to begin such a dialogue, including with Aung San Suu Kyi, to advance 
national reconciliation. On behalf of the many citizens of the European Union who have defended her cause 
over these years, and of all those who are resisting oppression and working for a better Burma/Myanmar, I 
pay homage to her." 
  
European Commission President Barroso and President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy issued 
separate statements, welcoming the release of the human rights advocate, calling her a 'global symbol of 
courage and hope". 

European Commission adopts Enlargement package
On 9 November, the European Commission adopted its Enlargement Package. This presents the Commission's 
annual assessment of the European Union's enlargement agenda. It outlined the current state of preparations, 
the challenges ahead, and the way forward for the Western Balkans, Turkey and Iceland. The Commission 
proposed Candidate Status for Montenegro, and recommended that accession negotiations with Montenegro 
and Albania should be opened once these countries have met a number of key priorities set out in the opinions. 
The Commission confirmed that Croatia is entering the final phase of its accession preparations.  [read more] 

Innovative low-carbon technologies: EC launches major investment programme 
The European Commission launched the first call for proposals for the world’s largest programme of 
investment in low carbon and renewable energy demonstration projects. The initiative, known as NER300, will 
provide substantial financial support for at least eight projects involving carbon capture and storage (CCS) 
technologies and at least 34 projects involving innovative renewable energy technologies. The aim is to drive 
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low carbon economic development in Europe, creating new 'green' jobs and contributing to the achievement of 
the EU's ambitious climate change goals. The European Investment Bank (EIB) is collaborating with the 
Commission in the implementation of the programme. Companies interested in making proposals have 3 
months to submit bids at national level.  [read more] 

European Commission opens consultation on development policy  
On 10 November, the European Commission launched a public consultation on the future of EU Development 
policy. Faced with the triple challenge of economic, food and environmental crises, but also the generally 
encouraging economic performance of developing countries, the Commission wishes to collect views on how 
the EU can best support developing countries to speed up their progress towards the Millennium Development 
Goals and beyond. Building on previous achievements, the Commission proposes four main areas for debate, 
focusing on the impact of EU aid, the facilitation of more inclusive growth, the promotion of sustainable 
development, and durable results in agriculture and food security. Following the public consultation open to 
EU and partner countries, the Commission will table a Communication on a Modernised EU Development 
policy in 2011. [read more]  

EU economic news
Euro area and EU27 GDP up by 0.4%.  GDP increased by 0.4% in both the 
euro area (EA16) and the EU27 during the third quarter of 2010, compared with 
the previous quarter, according to flash estimates published by Eurostat. In the 
second quarter of 2010, growth rates were +1.0% in both zones. Compared with 
the same quarter of the previous year, seasonally adjusted GDP increased by 1.9% 
in the euro area and by 2.1% in the EU27 in the third quarter of 2010, after +1.9% 
and +2.0% respectively in the previous quarter. During the third quarter of 2010, 
US GDP increased by 0.5% compared with the previous quarter, after +0.4% in 

the second quarter of 2010. US GDP rose by 3.1% compared with the same quarter of the previous year 
(+3.0% in the previous quarter).  
 
Euro area external trade surplus 2.9 bn euro, 1.7 bn euro deficit for EU27. The first estimate for the euro 
area (EA16) trade balance with the rest of the world in September 2010 gave a 2.9 bn euro surplus, compared 
with +1.4 bn in September 2009. The August 2010 balance was -5.0 bn, compared with -1.7 bn in August 
2009. In September 2010 compared with August 2010, seasonally adjusted exports rose by 0.6%, while 
imports fell by 2.5%. The first estimate for the September 2010 extra-EU27 trade balance was a 11.7 bn euro 
deficit, compared with -10.5 bn in September 2009. In August 2010 the balance was -17.7 bn, compared with -
11.2 bn in August 2009. In September 2010 compared with August 2010, seasonally adjusted exports rose by 
0.7%, while imports fell by 1.5%.  [read more] 

Eurostars hit the water for charity
For the fifth year running the European Union Delegation and the EU Member 
State missions in Canberra participated in the annual Dragons Abreast Corporate 
Challenge dragon boat races.  In October each year, the breast cancer charity 
raises funds and awareness, using dragonboat races as a vehicle.  EU 
Ambassador David Daly, together with Dragons Abreast's Patron, Senator Kate 
Lundy, and ACT MLA Brendan Smyth, presented prizes to the winners. 

More...

EU tube:  EU's strategy for the Danube 
Mitroi Nicolae Daniel, a Romanian team leader on the construction site of the 
bridge Vidin-Calafat, was able to find a job thanks to this project. He is thankful 
to the European Commission for having funded the project and having a steady 
income.  [watch video]   
EUtube - http://www.youtube.com/eutube  

More...

Academic news and events 
The ANU Centre for European Studies invites you to a public lecture Banning Cluster Munitions: Austrian, 
European and Australian Perspectives. Keynote Speaker: Ambassador Alexander Marschik.  Wednesday 
17th November 2010 at 4:30pm.  Venue:  Sir Roland Wilson Building Theatrette, Building 120,  McCoy 
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Circuit,  Acton. RSVP: Europe@anu.edu.au  

The French Embassy, in collaboration with the Australian Academy of the Humanities, The University of 
Melbourne and its French Trust Fund, invites you to a seminar "Languages of the Future World" with 
Professor Louis-Jean Calvet of the University of Provence Aix-Marseille, Professor Joe Lo Bianco of the 
University of Melbourne, as key speakers; and Paulin Djité of the University of Western Sydney, as 
moderator.   The seminar will be held on Monday 29 November from 6:30 pm at The Carrillo Gantner 
Theatre, Sidney Myer Asia Centre, Swanston St, The University of Melbourne.  Please RSVP by 19 
November to virginie.dourlet@diplomatie.gouv.fr  

The ANU Centre for European Studies and The Centre for International Security and European Studies, 
University of Grenoble, invite you to a conference on Cooperation Regimes and Third Parties, 22 November 
2010.  Venue:  ANU Centre for European Studies, Building 67C, 1 Liversidge Street, ANU.  RSVP to 
Europe@anu.edu.au by 17 November 2010 

The Freilich Foundation and the ANU Centre for European Studies announce a Summer School for teachers 
working in Australian schools  to be held from January 16th to 19th, 2011 at the Australian National 
University, Canberra - Refugees and Asylum Seekers - whose responsiblity?  For more information visit 
http://freilich.anu.edu.au 

Australian-German collaboration strengthened : Australia’s leading industry-focused universities have 
signed a high-level research collaboration agreement with the German Government’s German Academic 
Service (DAAD). The agreement will fund the exchange of academics from both countries who are working 
on joint research projects, building on the Australian Technology Network’s (ATN) already strong presence 
in Germany.  The initial call for funding applications will close on 31 December.  

European Union Studies Association Asia Pacific presents Assessing the External Impact of the Lisbon 
Treaty within the Asia-Pacific Region conference, 17 – 19 February 2011, at Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok, and Purimas Beach Hotel, Rayong.  Further information sarah.christie@canterbury.ac.nz  and 
http://www.eusaap.org.nz/events.shtml.  This conference is supported by a Jean Monnet Grant from the 
Education and Culture Directorate General of the European Commission.    

The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) 
arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying degrees in engineering, 
science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships are available in over 80 countries 
and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/ 

Europe Centres in Australia and New Zealand. Did you know you can learn more about Europe, the 
European Union and international relations at the Monash European and EU Centre?  MEEUC is one of just 
three centres funded by the European Union in Australia, and offers offer a great range of undergraduate and 
postgraduate programs.  The Monash European and EU Centre also offers travel grants for Masters students 
undertaking research or internships in Europe, PhD research travel grants, a PhD stipend, and part-time 
research assistantships at the Centre.  To find out more about our study offers, please see the attached 
brochures , visit www.monash.edu.au/europecentre or contact us on +61 3 9903 4638 or by email at 
europecentre@monash.edu. 
 
The other Centres are the National Europe Centre (NEC) at the Australian National University in Canberra 
and the RMIT EU Centre in Melbourne.   In New Zealand the EU Centres Network (EUCN) at the National 
Centre for Research on Europe at the University of Canterbury in Christchurch encompasses 8 NZ 
universities. [read more]  

Upcoming cultural events 
Special Lecture presented by the National Gallery of Australia and the ANU School of Art in partnership with 
Kaldor Public Art Projects and the Embassy of Spain:  Artist Santiago Sierra in conversation with Peter 
Naumann.  Santiago Sierra is an internationally renowned Spanish artist who represented Spain at the Venice 
Biennale in 2003 and this year was awarded the National Prize for the Visual Arts by the Spanish 
Government. Sierra is visiting Australia to install his new work at the Gallery of Modern Art in Brisbane, for 
the 22nd Kaldor Public Art Project in Australia. Lecture to be held at Fairfax Lecture Theatre, NGA 
Wednesday November 17, 12.45pm – 1.45pm. www.maec.es/subwebs/Embajadas/Canberra   

Pianist Elizabeth Schumann will squeeze in two concerts in Canberra between engagements in Montreal 
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and Boston. This appearance will be the only opportunity for Australian audiences to enjoy this artist.  Music 
by Chopin, Beethoven, Liszt and Schubert.  Saturday November 20, 5pm and Sunday November 21, 5pm. 
Embassy of Poland, Yarralumla. All tickets $40. Please email or phone to book tickets:  
carlrafferty@bigpond.com or phone 6254 3135 or 0417 429 899.  Check the website for updates: 
www.operabycandlelight.com   

Until 9 October 2011: Vienna: Art & Design.  Klimt, Schiele, Hoffmann.  The NGV’s eighth exhibition in 
the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series, Vienna: Art & Design will bring together an outstanding 
collection of almost 240 works by the greatest Viennese artists of the early 20th Century.  Vienna: Art & 
Design will come exclusively to the National Gallery of Victoria from two of Vienna’s most important 
museums - The Belvedere Museum and Wien Museum (Vienna Museum) along with works from private 
lenders and public institutions from all over the world.  [read more]

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive. 
 
Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 

EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Climate change  
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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