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Climate Change - the Upside of Action
HE Ambassador David Daly, Head of Delegation of the European Union to 
Australia, in a speech to the Climate Alliance National conference in Melbourne 
on 7 October, said that he was 'cautiously optimistic' on climate change as "I 
believe in the power of human ingenuity".  His message "Climate Change – the 
Upside of Action" touched on three important areas: 
  
- the importance of a strong global agreement on climate change;  
- that even while an international consensus is being sought, the EU remains 
active with its package of binding targets and policy measures;  
- EU business is already engaged in the "Green Race", positioning itself for the 
future low carbon economy.  
 
"Action on climate change is a common-sense insurance policy against what the 
overwhelming evidence suggests is a path on which we cannot continue. 
Business must be part of the solution. And forward-thinking, adaptable 
enterprises stand to profit and prosper from novel and expanding market 

opportunities". said Ambassador Daly.  [read full speech]  

 ASEM 8 : Australia joins the Asia-Europe Meeting 
Following his meeting with Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard in Brussels 
on 4 October, José Manuel Barroso, President of the European 
Commission, welcomed Prime Minister Gillard's proposal to develop further 
EU-Australia relations and Australia's entry into ASEM. 
  
"Prime Minister Gillard has made proposals to develop further the EU-Australia 
relationship. I welcome this initiative and I will examine those proposals in 
detail, consulting Member States. Let me tell you on my own behalf, on behalf of 
the European Commission, that we very much support the idea of giving more 

important expression to the relationship between Australia and the European Union.  As partners in the G20, 
we have discussed financial and economic governance and the need to cooperate in multilateral fora. We also 
briefly discussed climate change, in advance of the meeting in Cancun. We agree that we have a common 
interest in strengthening our ability to deal with these challenges. We will continue to work with Australia on 
this comprehensive agenda. And I thank again Prime Minister Gillard for her partnership on these important 
matters." said President Barroso. [read more]  

Towards more effective global economic governance
A warm welcome was extended to Australia, New Zealand and the Russian Federation, who attended an 
ASEM Summit for the first time, and, on this occasion, became ASEM members.  The Heads of State and of 
Government of Asia and Europe, the President of the European Commission and the Secretary General of 
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ASEAN, meeting in Brussels on 4-5 October 2010 under the Chairmanship of the President of the European 
Council, Herman Van Rompuy, after discussing the current economic and financial situation, made a 
declaration "Towards more effective global economic governance".  The declaration calls for actions that 
encourage more sustainable models of development, benefit developing countries and reduce poverty. The 
declaration reiterates the resolve of the Heads of State and of Government of Asia and Europe to conclude the 
WTO Doha Development Agenda promptly and encourages the G-20 to make rapid progress towards 
strengthening the resilience and transparency of the financial system. [read more] 

Quality of life, dignity for all citizens
The 8th Asia-Europe Meeting was hosted by Belgium on 4 and 5 October 2010.  The meeting was attended by 
the Heads of State and of Governments of forty-six Asian and European countries and chaired by the President 
of the European Council.  The overarching theme of the Summit was "Quality of life, achieving greater well-
being and more dignity for all citizens". The Chair issued a statement stressing the importance of advancing 
the path of sustainable development in a spirit of dialogue and cooperation between Asia and Europe on the 
basis of equal partnership, mutual respect and benefit. 
  
On the question of environmental protection, Summit leaders welcome the commitments of EU partners, 
Japan, Australia and New Zealand to provide fast-start financing with new and additional resources over the 
2010-2012 period and to transparent reporting at the UNFCCC Conference in Cancun.  Leaders agreed on a 
work programme for 2010-2012, as well as a number of new initiatives submitted by ASEM members ranging 
from food security to immigration and sustainable forest management. [read more]  

 ASEM partners account for 45% of EU27 imports and 29% of exports
On the occasion of the 8th ASEM Summit, Eurostat, the statistical office of the 
European Union, issued data on trade in goods between the 27 Member States of 
the EU and the 19 countries taking part in ASEM. 
  
The statistics reveal that EU exports to Australia in 2009 amounted to €21784 mn, 
and for the first half of 2010, this amounted to €12668 mn. Imports from Australia 
to the EU amounted to €8079 mn in 2009, and €4268 mn for the period Jan-June 
2010.  Exports from the EU to New Zealand came to €2215 mn in 2009, and 
€1230mn for the first half of 2010.  Imports from New Zealand to the EU 

amounted to €2613 mn in 2009, and €1526 mn in the period January too June 2010.  [read more] 

EU-China Summit 
The 13th EU-China Summit took place in Brussels on 6 October 2010. Premier 
Wen Jiabao of the State Council of the People's Republic of China attended the 
meeting on behalf of China. The EU was represented by Herman Van Rompuy, 
President of the European Council and by José Manuel Barroso, President of the 
European Commission. 
  
On the occasion of the 35th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations, the two sides expressed their commitment to open a new phase in EU-China relations, taking full 
advantage of the new opportunities provided by the Lisbon Treaty, with particular importance attached to the 
significant role of EU-China strategic dialogues on political, economy and trade. Both sides welcomed the 6th 
EU-China Business Summit and stressed the importance of the next G20 meeting in Seoul where coordinated 
actions are needed to secure global economic recovery and lay the foundations for strong, sustainable and 
balanced growth, not least through an agreement in the Doha round negotiations.  
  
Leaders agreed that appropriate climate change and energy policies are needed to support joint efforts toward 
energy savings, increasing energy efficiency and fostering green and low-carbon development. They also 
expressed their commitment to full supporting the EU-China Year of Youth 2011, with its important 
objectives of promoting intercultural dialogue and strengthening mutual understanding and friendship between 
Chinese and European youth. [read more]  
  
left to right: Wen Jiabao, Prime Minister of the People's Republic of China, Herman Van Rompuy, President of the European Council, and José 
Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission, at the EU-China Summit 

EU and South Korea sign free trade deal
EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht, the Belgian Minister of Foreign Affairs Steven Vanackere 
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representing the Presidency of the Council of the European Union, and the Korean Minister for Trade Kim 
Jong-hoon on 6 October signed a Free Trade Agreement between the EU and South Korea. This FTA is the 
most ambitious trade agreement ever negotiated by the EU and the first with an Asian country. The signature 
of the FTA signals a significant step on the road to its implementation and is one of the main events of the EU-
Korea Summit which took place in Brussels this week.  The FTA will create new market access in services and 
investment and will make major advances in areas such as intellectual property, procurement, competition 
policy and trade and sustainable development.  [read more]  

"Innovation Union" turning ideas into jobs, green growth and social progress
The European Commission's "Innovation Union", tabled on 6 October, sets out a 
strategic approach to innovation, driven by the highest political level. The 
Innovation Union will focus Europe's efforts – and co-operation with third 
countries - on challenges like climate change, energy and food security, health 
and an ageing population. It will use public sector intervention to stimulate the 
private sector and to remove bottlenecks which stop ideas reaching the market.  
  
A new study shows that meeting the Europe 2020 target of increasing R&D 

investment to 3 percent of GDP could create 3.7 million jobs and increase annual GDP by up to €795 billion 
by 2025. One million extra researchers will be needed.  The Innovation Union will be discussed at the 
Competitiveness Council on 12 October and at the European Council in December. Progress will be monitored 
as part of the governance of the Europe 2020 Strategy. [read more]  

Sport unites communities 
Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth Cohesion policy, speaking at the Football Open Days 
on 6 October, noted the long history of sport. "However, recognition of the 
social value of sport is more recent. We now see that thanks to sport, and 
particularly football given its popularity, the perception of specific groups can 
be changed and stigma and discrimination overcome. It can also help in uniting 
communities that have suffered from deprivation, conflict and violence. In 
Europe this is a realization that came first at local level, especially in problem-

ridden urban areas and regions. Now, with the ratification of the Lisbon Treaty, the European Union has 
recognised the social and educational value of sport.  In this regard, we will establish a more systematic and 
coordinated policy approach through an EU Sport Agenda – which I will present before the end of the year." 
said Commissioner Vassiliou.  [read more] 

World/ European Day against the Death penalty: 5679 executions too many in 
2009
The EU strongly opposes the death penalty in all circumstances. On behalf of Catherine Ashton, EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Olivier Chastel, Belgian Secretary of State for 
European Affairs, spoke at the mini-plenary session of the European Parliament in Brussels on the European 
Day against the Death Penalty, to be held on 10 October.  ‘On one hand, the great majority of States have 
currently abolished the practice, and it is encouraging to see that the number of these States continues to 
grow. On the other hand, the number of cases of application of the death penalty remains alarming: 5,679 
executions in 2009 are 5,679 executions too many!’ said Chastel.  ‘Universal abolition is and will remain one 
of the priorities of our external action with regard to human rights’, concluded Chastel, reaffirming, on behalf 
of HR Ashton, the determination to see the EU remain at the forefront of the fight to end the death 
penalty.  [read more]  

EU tube: Digitally Driven 
EU – digitally driven : The Digital Agenda is Europe's strategy for a flourishing 
digital economy by 2020. It outlines policies and actions to maximise the benefit 
of the Digital Revolution for all. The video presents the Digital Agenda and its 
importance for everyday lives of European citizens. It does so by offering a 
glimpse into the life of a normal modern family. From a little girl in her room to 

her grandfather, the video illustrates how information and communication technology benefits their daily lives, 
keeping them safer, greener and always in touch. In so doing, the video aims to reflect on the effect that the 
Digital Agenda policies have on ordinary citizens and emphasise its human aspect.  [watch video]  

More...
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Academic news and events 
Interested in combining a 12-point elective unit with a holiday in Europe?  Intensive 2 week summer unit in 
Europe, approx. 3 – 17  February 2011 (to be confirmed) at Monash University Prato Centre (Italy) and 
Brussels (Belgium).  Students will not only study, but also visit political, government and corporate 
institutions to better understand the roles and functions of these institutions within the European Union. The 
program incorporates lectures and seminars given by highly qualified academics and practitioners from the 
European Union, in areas including the History and Politics of the European Union, EU Institutions, Business 
in the EU, the European Financial System, Business Cultures in Europe, Social Issues facing Europe, EU 
Enlargement, and EU-Australian Relations.  
 
Assessment : Presentation and Test (whilst in Europe), Essay (due late March, back in Australia). There are 
no prerequisites for this unit. It is open to Monash students and to students from other Australian universities. 
Expressions of interest are sought.  Further information (travel requirements, accommodation, costs and 
enrolment) contact Dr. Paul Kalfadellis, Associate Director of the Monash European and EU Centre on ph 
9903-1527 or email Paul.Kalfadellis@buseco.monash.edu.au.   Monash students who partake in this study 
unit may be entitled to $500 from the Monash Abroad Travel Grant Scheme. A minimum number of 
enrolments are required for the unit to be able to go ahead.  

European Union Studies Association Asia Pacific presents Assessing the External Impact of the Lisbon 
Treaty within the Asia-Pacific Region conference, 17 – 19 February 2011, at Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok, and Purimas Beach Hotel, Rayong.  Further information sarah.christie@canterbury.ac.nz .  this 
conference is supported by a Jean Monnet Grant from the Education and Culture Directorate General of the 
European Commission.  Call for Papers: abstracts of 300 words maximum addressing the themes of the 
conference can be submitted online at http://www.eusaap.org.nz/events.shtml by 8 October. 

CESAA Europe Essay Competition 2010.  The CESAA Essay Competition facilitates greater awareness of 
developments in European affairs, thereby promoting a closer cooperation between Australia and the 
European Union.  Applications close 15 October 2010. More information : 
http://www.cesaa.org.au/forms/2010/EssayCompflyer2010.pdf 

Go8 European Fellowships - call for applications.   The Fellowships are open to early career researchers 
from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and 
Croatia.  Each fellow receives benefits worth $20,000 to travel to Australia in 2011 and work at a Go8 (Group 
of 8) university for up to six months.  Applications close 22 October 2010. Further information from: 
http://www.go8.edu.au/university-staff/programs-a-fellowships/63-go8-european-fellowships 

The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) 
arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying degrees in engineering, 
science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships are available in over 80 countries 
and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/ 

Upcoming cultural events 
The Embassy of Spain in Canberra will celebrate Spain’s National Day with a concert by Spanish pianist 
David Gómez on Tuesday 12 October at 7pm.  David Gómez gave his first concert at the age of 14, and since 
then has performed in many other recitals as a soloist and as a chamber musician. During his stay in 
Australia, David Gómez will perform in Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne. Free tickets for the concert are 
available by phoning the Embassy of Spain on T. 6273 3555 or emailing the Embassy´s Cultural Office.   

You are invited to the 2010 Made in Catalonia Film Festival on Thursday 4 November 2010. Drinks and 
light refreshments at 1:30pm, Films commence at 2pm.  Venue: Manning Clark Theatre 2, Australian 
National University.  No RSVP Required. 

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces: European Masters Städel Museum, 19th-20th Century Exhibition. until 10 
October 2010, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, further information 

Henk van Leeuwen, in association with the Embassy of Finland, presents Pianist Paavali Jumppanen from 
Finland: Fresh and exciting playing, immense power and an extraordinary range of colors.   Concert on 
Tuesday 26 October 2010 at 6.00 pm at the Embassy of Finland, 12 Darwin Avenue, Yarralumla. Program: 
Mozart Sonata in B-Flat Major K 281, Four Preludes by Jouni Kaipainen (Finland), Beethoven Sonata in f-
minor op 57 "Appassionata". Seating is limited so early booking is essential.  All tickets are $25. Please book 
by email ewa.walczuk@formin.fi or by phone: (02) 6253 7901. Tickets are to be paid for and collected before 
the concert. 
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Lúčnica : Slovak National Folklore Ballet, National Tour 2010.  Melbourne 29 October, Canberra 2 
November, Sydney 4 November, Perth 7 November, Adelaide 9 November.  Under the patronage of the 
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to Australia.  For more information see www.lucnica.sk and 
http://www.slovakemb-aust.org/   

Berliner Philharmoniker at Perth Concert Hall, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November, 2010, conducted by 
Sir Simon Rattle.  The Perth Theatre Trust and the Perth Concert Hall World Orchestra Series continues in 
2010 with the inaugural Australian tour of the Berliner Philharmoniker.  Recognised as the world's greatest 
orchestra, this is a once in a lifetime opportunity to hear these historic premier performances in Australia's 
finest acoustics.  More information www.aegogdenperth.com.au 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive. 
 
Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 

EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Climate change  
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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