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 ASEM 8 : Australia joins the Asia-Europe Meeting 
Prime Minister Julia Gillard will attend the next Asia – Europe meeting which is 
being held in Brussels from 4-5 October.  The trip will be remarkable for two 
reasons.  Firstly it will be Ms Gillard's first international trip as Prime Minister, 
and secondly, in this single forum, she will have the opportunity to meet the 
leaders of 46 countries from across Europe and Asia.  Together, these continents 
represent Australia's strategic and most important trading partners. ASEM 8 has 
the theme "Improving the quality of Life".   
 
Amongst the topics to be discussed are:  

policies that are required in the face of the financial crisis and expectations for the upcoming G20 
meeting in South Korea 
climate change measures leading up to the Cancun conference in December 
strengthening political and trade dialogue. 

A People's Forum, a Business Forum and a Parliamentary Forum will be held in parallel to the gathering of the 
Heads of State and Government.  [read more] 

Australian research delegation in Brussels for peak EC ICT event 
A delegation of leading Australian ICT research institutions participated in the 
European Commission’s biennial ICT research event in Brussels this week. Led 
by National ICT Australia [NICTA] the delegation also included CSIRO and five 
universities. ICT 2010: Digitally Driven, which ran from 27-29 September, 
attracted 5000 researchers, innovators and influencers from around the world.  
  
Exhibiting for the first time at this event, NICTA is co-ordinating an ‘Australian 

ICT Expertise’ stand to showcase Australian ICT excellence. The various technology demonstrations aim to 
stimulate future collaboration under the ICT theme of the European Commission’s Seventh Framework 
Program (FP7) and into the Eighth Framework Program. NICTA, CSIRO, Macquarie University, University of 
New South Wales, University of Queensland, University of Sydney, and the University of Technology Sydney 
are all participating in the delegation.  
 
According to CSIRO’s ICT Centre Director, Dr Ian Oppermann, being present at Europe’s premier forum for 
information and communication technologies offers the Australian ICT research sector access to establishing 
valuable new partnerships and business opportunities. "CSIRO is delighted to be part of the Australian 
delegation. Australia has world-class ICT expertise and we will be looking for strategic partnership 
opportunities with both research and industry," he said. 
 
The EU has funded European research in ICT for 25 years. Every year, the EU contributes some €1 billion to 
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ICT research projects.  
  
Photo caption: Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, European Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science at the "ICT 
2010 - Digitally Driven" conference

European Researchers' Night: Science fiction becomes science fact
Beam me up! More than 200 events were held across the European Union on 27 September as part of the sixth 
annual 'European Researchers' Night', which aims to promote careers in science and research. Around 500,000 
people attended the events, which ranged from a virtual eco-system disco to laboratory-induced indoor 
lightning and an exploration of the science – fact and fiction – that lies behind teleportation and invisibility. 
Star Trek and Harry Potter fans may be surprised to learn that their heroes' disappearing acts are not 
necessarily pure fantasy.   [read more] 

EU HR/VP Ashton visits Middle East in support of direct talks
Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy/ European Commission Vice-President, is in the Middle East from 30 
September – 2 October to bolster EU support for direct talks to continue between 
Israel and Palestine after the Israeli decision not to extend the moratorium on 
settlements. 
 
Before leaving, HR/VP Ashton said: "Having spoken to US Special Envoy for 

Middle East Peace George Mitchell and Quartet Envoy Tony Blair, I have decided to travel directly from the 
United States to the Middle East as a matter of priority to urge both Israelis and Palestinians to find a 
satisfactory way for negotiations to continue and gather momentum. As I have said, the EU regrets the Israeli 
decision not to extend the moratorium on settlements. There is no alternative to a negotiated solution." 
 
During her three-day visit HR/VP Ashton will meet the key interlocutors including Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and US Special Envoy for Middle East Peace 
George Mitchell.  [read more] 

EU walkout at UNGA in response to remarks by Iranian President 
EU High Representative Catherine Ashton made the following statement on remarks made by Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the UN General Assembly: 
 
"The assertions made by the Iranian President at the UN that the United States was in any way responsible for 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks or that the majority of people in the U.S. believe this to be the case, is outrageous 
and unacceptable. It is for this reason that all representatives of the 27 nations of the EU walked out of the 
UNGA hall.  On behalf on the EU, I would like to express my solidarity with the families and friends of those 
killed or injured in the 9/11 attacks."  [Read more] 

Council extends measures concerning the Fiji Islands by another six months
On 27 September the European Council extended by six months the measures in place for the Republic of the 
Fiji Islands in order to assist the country's return to democracy, respect of human rights and the rule of law. 
This decision follows the continued lack of progress in implementing key commitments Fiji had agreed with 
the EU in 2007.  It is the third extension of the measures, which will now apply until 31 March 2011.  These 
measures aim at bringing about a transition to democracy and rule of law in the Republic of the Fiji Islands. 
The EU will maintain humanitarian operations and direct support to civil society and democracy building. 
Cooperation projects that were already initiated in 2007 are to be carried out as planned.  However, Fiji's sugar 
allowances for the years 2007 to 2010 have been cancelled. Moreover, as long as the commitments on human 
rights and the rule of law are not fulfilled, no new funds from the 10th European development fund can be 
allocated. 
 
Given the deteriorating economic and social situation and in particular a significant increase in poverty, the EU 
is currently examining possibilities for direct support to vulnerable populations, not channelled through the 
Fijian government.  The EU will continue to closely monitor the situation in Fiji in the next six months. [read 
more]  

EU economic governance: package of legislative measures
The European Commission on 28 September adopted a legislative package containing the most comprehensive 
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reinforcement of economic governance in the EU and the euro area since the launch of the Economic and 
Monetary Union. Broader and enhanced surveillance of fiscal policies, but also macroeconomic policies and 
structural reforms is sought in the light of the shortcomings of the existing legislation. New enforcement 
mechanisms are foreseen for non-compliant Member States. The recently agreed "European semester" will 
integrate all revised and new surveillance processes into a comprehensive and effective economic policy 
framework. 
  
Following intense preparatory work and consultations with a broad range of stakeholders, including the Task 
Force on the Economic Governance chaired by President of the European Council Herman Van Rompuy, these 
policy proposals underline the Commission's strong will to process diligently with the necessary reforms.  
All these reforms are compatible with the existing Treaty of Lisbon and should ensure that the EU and the euro 
area benefit from more effective economic policy coordination. That should give the EU and the euro area the 
necessary capacity and strength to conduct sound economic policies, thereby contributing to more sustainable 
growth and jobs, in line with the Europe 2020 strategy.  [read more]  

 Financial Report 2009: How the EU spent its budget 
The 2009 financial report presented by the European Commission on 28 
September showed that overall EU expenditure amounted to over €112 billion, the 
bulk of which went to measures to boost economic growth, employment and 
research and development, as well as on agriculture.  Over 30% of the 2009 
budget was dedicated to economic recovery and growth, says EU Commissioner 
for Budget, Janusz Lewandowski. "Every euro we invest in our regions can 
generate twice or three times as much through the 'leverage effect'. This is where 

the EU budget makes a real difference on the ground." 
  
In 2009, the EU was the second largest provider of development aid in the world, with commitments 
amounting to €12 billion and reaching around 140 developing countries. Specific instruments were set up to 
help the world's poorest to face the triple economic food and environmental crisis.  EU humanitarian aid and 
food assistance helped over 150 million people in 70 countries in 2009.  [read more] 

The Roma and EU law on free movement of EU citizens
The European Commission this week assessed recent developments in France and discussed the overall 
situation of the Roma and EU law on free movement of EU citizens.  Recent developments in France have led 
to a detailed exchange between the European Commission and the French authorities on the application of EU 
law on free movement of people.  The Commission concluded that measures taken by the French authorities 
this summer did not have the objective or the effect of targeting a specific ethnic minority, but treated all EU 
citizens in the same manner.  The administrative instruction ("circulaire") of 5 August 2010 which was not in 
conformity with this orientation was annulled and replaced by a different instruction on 13 September 2010. 
  
The Commission reiterated that the social and economic integration of the Roma represents a common 
challenge and a common responsibility for all EU Member States. The Commission will present an EU 
Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies in April next year, and will report on progress made to 
the European Parliament and the European Council before summer 2011.  [read more]  

Eden in Europe 
Twenty five tourist destinations across Europe were awarded 
the title of ‘2010 European Destination of Excellence in 
Aquatic Tourism’ at a Gala Awards ceremony in Brussels on 
27 September. Scenic waterside locations in Austria, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Romania, Spain, Slovenia and Turkey received the 
European Destination of Excellence (EDEN) award due to the 
innovative approaches and sustainable manner in which they 
managed and promoted their tourism.   
 

Since 2007 EDEN has been promoting sustainable tourism models across the European Union and candidate 
countries, enhancing the visibility of emerging and less known destinations in the EU and spreading the 
message of sustainable practices in tourism, promoting under-visited locations and thereby helping to decongest 
over-visited destinations.  Also celebrated on 27 September was European Tourism Day, which this year 
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promoted Cultural Routes in Europe.  [read more] 
  
photo caption: Antonio Tajani, Vice President of the EC in charge of Industry and Entrepreneurship at the "European 
Tourism Day" conference 

European Day of Languages
In the EU, nearly 80% of children were studying a foreign language at primary 
school in 2008.   26 September was designated as the European Day of Languages 
by the Council of Europe and the European Commission. The purpose is to draw 
attention to the importance of language learning, raise awareness of all the 
languages spoken in Europe and encourage lifelong language learning.  In the EU 
in 2008, 79% of pupils at primary level and 83% of those in upper secondary level 
general programmes were studying a foreign language. At both levels, English 
was the usual first foreign language. A second foreign language was studied by 

10% of pupils at primary level and 39% at upper secondary level, with French and German the most common. 
 
Photo caption: Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, at the European Day of 
Languages

Academic news and events 
Criminal Justice Cooperation: Comparing European, United States, Asia-Pacific and Australian 
Approaches. 4 and 5 October 2010, University of Canberra.  International conference.  More information 
from http://www.canberra.edu.au/faculties/law/crossing-borders-conference  

CESAA Europe Essay Competition 2010.  The CESAA Essay Competition facilitates greater awareness of 
developments in European affairs, thereby promoting a closer cooperation between Australia and the 
European Union.  Applications close 15 October 2010. More information : 
http://www.cesaa.org.au/forms/2010/EssayCompflyer2010.pdf 

Go8 European Fellowships - call for applications.   The Fellowships are open to early career researchers 
from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and 
Croatia.  Each fellow receives benefits worth $20,000 to travel to Australia in 2011 and work at a Go8 (Group 
of 8) university for up to six months.  Applications close 22 October 2010. Further information from: 
http://www.go8.edu.au/university-staff/programs-a-fellowships/63-go8-european-fellowships 

The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) 
arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying degrees in engineering, 
science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships are available in over 80 countries 
and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/ 

Upcoming cultural events 
The Embassy of Spain invites you to the concert "Romantic Spain at Floriade" performed by classical 
guitarist Carlos Alberto Pérez, Sunday 3 October 2010, 11am - 12.30pm on the Carnival  Stage  - Parkes Way 
Entrance to Floriade, Commonwealth Park, Canberra. More information 

Paris to Melbourne with an atlas: The Languages Discipline together with the EU Centre at RMIT 
University and Des Cowley of the State Library of Victoria, invite you to a talk by Michael Shirrefs (ABC 
Radio National) on his surprising discovery of a large gift of books from France to the State Library of 
Victoria, with a rare opportunity to view these books not usually on display to the public.  Tuesday 12 
October, 5-6pm or 6.15-7.15pm, McArthur Gallery (Maps, Rare Books & Children's Literature area) Level 2a 
- off Redmond Barry Reading Room, State Library of Victoria, Entry 1, 328 Swanston Street, Melbourne.  
Event is free but numbers are strictly limited to 10 per group.  RSVP by Friday 8th October, 03 9925 2264 or 
kerry.mullan@rmit.edu.au 

The German Embassy, The ANU Centre for European Studies, and The Institute of Professional Practice, 
Heritage and the Arts invite you to a public lecture on Thursday 7 October 2010, 12 noon to 2pm: Nefertiti, 
the Permanent Representative of Egypt in Germany Cultural Heritage and the Global Dialogue.   Speaker:  
Professor Dietrich Wildung.  Venue: Sir Roland Wilson Building Theatrette, Building 120, Australian 
National University. RSVP: Europe@anu.edu.au by 5 October 

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces: European Masters Städel Museum, 19th-20th Century Exhibition. until 10 
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October 2010, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, further information 

Henk van Leeuwen, in association with the Embassy of Finland, presents Pianist Paavali Jumppanen from 
Finland: Fresh and exciting playing, immense power and an extraordinary range of colors.   Concert on 
Tuesday 26 October 2010 at 6.00 pm at the Embassy of Finland, 12 Darwin Avenue, Yarralumla. Program: 
Mozart Sonata in B-Flat Major K 281, Four Preludes by Jouni Kaipainen (Finland), Beethoven Sonata in f-
minor op 57 "Appassionata". Seating is limited so early booking is essential.  All tickets are $25. Please book 
by email ewa.walczuk@formin.fi or by phone: (02) 6253 7901. Tickets are to be paid for and collected before 
the concert. 

Lúčnica : Slovak National Folklore Ballet, National Tour 2010.  Melbourne 29 October, Canberra 2 
November, Sydney 4 November, Perth 7 November, Adelaide 9 November.  Under the patronage of the 
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to Australia.  For more information see www.lucnica.sk and 
http://www.slovakemb-aust.org/   

Berliner Philharmoniker at Perth Concert Hall, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November, 2010, conducted by 
Sir Simon Rattle.  The Perth Theatre Trust and the Perth Concert Hall World Orchestra Series continues in 
2010 with the inaugural Australian tour of the Berliner Philharmoniker.  Recognised as the world's greatest 
orchestra, this is a once in a lifetime opportunity to hear these historic premier performances in Australia's 
finest acoustics.  More information www.aegogdenperth.com.au 

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online
The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, you would 

like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please send an email to 
delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name of the publication(s) and 
the number you would like to receive. 
 
Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 

EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Climate change  
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check this email 
and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard to any computer 

virus transferred by way of this email. 
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Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New Zealand when 
reproducing any of the content of news@eu.
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