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EU-Australia wine trade agreement enters into force

A new agreement governing the wine trade between Australia and the 
European Union entered into force on 1 September 2010.  The new 
agreement will greatly facilitate trade in wine between the EU and 
Australia.  It safeguards the EU's wine labelling regime, gives full 
protection to EU geographical indications, and includes a clear 
Australian commitment to protect EU traditional expressions. It also 
provides for the phasing out of the use of a number of important EU 
names such as "Champagne"and "Port" on Australian wines within a 
year of the agreement coming into force.  The new agreement also 
recognises 16 new Australian wine-making techniques and outlines the 
conditions for Australian wine producers to continue to use a number 
of quality wine terms, such as “vintage”, “cream” and “tawny” to 
describe Australian wines exported to Europe and sold domestically. 

Trade in wine is an important aspect of the bilateral relationship. 
Australian exports to the EU were worth just under $A1bn in 2009, accounting for 40% of the value 
of all Australian wine exports and around 5.5% of total Australian exports to the EU, making the 
EU Australia’s largest export market for wine. Australia is the largest supplier of wine from outside 
the EU, accounting for 27% of the value of all EU wine imports in 2009.  The EU is the second 
largest supplier of wines to Australia (after New Zealand) with a trade worth $A193m in 2009, 
or 41% of total Australian wine imports.  [read more]

Revisiting Europe: Trade opportunities for the EU and Australia 
H.E. David Daly, Head of the European Union Delegation to 
Australia, at a business luncheon on 26 August hosted by the European 
Chambers of Commerce in Australia, stressed the diversity of the EU's 
trade relationship with Australia.  "For investment, we are Australia's 
largest partner.  EU investment in Australia last year amounted to 
A$44 billion, bringing the total stock of EU foreign investment here to 
A$659 billion, almost 13 per cent up on 2008. While China may be the 
focus of attention, its stock of investment at the end of 2009 was less 
than 1 per cent of foreign investment in Australia. This compares with 
5 per cent for Japan and 27 per cent for the US; while EU investment 
amounts to almost 35 per cent of total foreign investment in Australia. 
Moreover, this investment is estimated to account for around 500,000 
Australian jobs directly, and a total of 1.4 million jobs directly and 
indirectly; in other words some 12 per cent of the Australian 
workforce are directly or indirectly reliant on EU investment." said 

Ambassador Daly. 
 
A similar situation exists in merchandise trade and services, a growing area which in many respects 
represents the future for advance economies like the EU and Australia. [read more] 
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Australia in the Asia-Europe Meeting: what might we expect? 
Philomena Murray, Jean Monnet Chair ad personam, School of Social 
and Political Sciences, The University of Melbourne, recently 
participated in conferences and presentations in Brussels, Singapore 
and Melbourne on the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM).   The 8th ASEM 
Summit will take place in Brussels on 4-5 October (and at the time of 
writing) the Australian Prime Minister was expected to attend.  
Australia, New Zealand and Russia will join ASEM at this time. 
 

At the conferences, Assoc. Prof. Murray found considerable interest in the role that Australia will 
play.  "I suggest that Australia can be expected to punch above its weight and to play a distinctive 
role in Asia-Europe dialogues, given its affinity with the countries of Asia and its common values 
with the EU. ASEM provides an opportunity for Australia to interact in a single forum with key 
partners in each region, and to influence agendas and deepen relations with both sets of 
interlocutors." said Murray, "Australia's role in ASEM, then, will be that of activism, persuasive 
diplomacy and taking advantage of its unique relationship with both the EU and the Asia Pacific 
region." 
 
Murray also presented on ASEM and Australia's role at the Joint Committee on European Affairs of 
the two houses of Parliament (Oireachtas) in Dublin [transcript]  on 21 July.  [read more]   

EC approves the exchange of audit working papers with Australia & 
USA  
As auditing has moved beyond national borders, international co-operation is necessary to ensure 
that high quality audits are carried out worldwide. Australia and the USA have expressed an interest 
in exchanging audit working papers with the EU Member States. The European Commission has 
agreed that these countries fulfil the European requirements on reciprocal access to audit working 
papers, including the need to respect the confidential nature of the transferred documents.   
Following the Commission decision, EU Member States can now conclude reciprocal bilateral 
agreements with Australia, through the Australian Security and Investments Commission (ASIC) on 
the exchange of audit working papers. In February 2010 the European Commission adopted a 
similar decision for the auditor oversight authorities of Canada, Japan and Switzerland.  [read 
more]  

European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid in Pakistan

Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International 
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, recently 
travelled to Pakistan to assess the humanitarian crisis on behalf of the 
EU.   She presented her finding to the Committee on Development of 
the European Parliament on 31 August 2010.   The extent of the crisis 
is overwhelming, with 17.6 million people affected, and more than 8 
million people in need of immediate support.  There are 1.2 million 
houses damaged and destroyed; the area affected is more than 130,000 
square kilometres, and an estimated 3.4 million hectares of crops have 
been destroyed.  
  
"But beyond the current humanitarian operations and conditions, I am 
equally, or even more worried about the mid and long-term 
consequences. Early recovery starts now. In the long run, Pakistan 
will need substantial help with reconstruction since the floods have 

washed away roads, houses, hospitals, schools. It is one of the countries most vulnerable to climate 
change and needs to work hard to be better prepared for when the next disaster hits." said 
Commissioner Georgieva.  [read more]

EU High Representative/Commission Vice-President Catherine Ashton 
visits China for first "Partnership" Dialogue

EU High Representative/Commission Vice-President Catherine 
Ashton travelled to China this week to attend the first ever EU-China 
High Level "Partnership" Dialogue - a key staging post ahead of the 
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upcoming Gymnich informal Foreign Ministers meeting and summit 
of EU leaders where China will take centre stage as part of a wider discussion on strategic 
partnerships.  HR/VP Ashton met Chinese leaders including Premier Wen Jiabao and Foreign 
Minister Yang Jiechi with whom she hopes to advance and deepen relations on international issues 
such as the global economy, climate change, trade and development ahead of the EU-China summit 
on October 6. 
  
HR/VP Ashton believes a strong EU-China cooperation could bring concrete solutions in bilateral 
relations in areas such as the Korean Peninsula, Iran, Africa and piracy in the Gulf of Aden. "The 
EU and China face common challenges and share similar goals. I look forward to working together 
with State Councillor Dai Bingguo in order to advance a constructive and cooperative relationship 
with China -- a key strategic partner for Europe in a globalised world," she said. [read more] 

EU-China customs cooperation: combatting illicit trade

Algirdas Šemeta, EU Commissioner for Taxation, Customs Union, 
Anti-Fraud and Audit, opened an international conference on 1 
September at the Shanghai World Expo 2010.  The aim of the 
conference is to explore ways to enhance further customs cooperation 
between the EU and China, in order to allow a smooth trade flow 
between both sides while providing citizens with a high level of 
protection. Securing the supply chain, tackling smuggling and 
protecting intellectual property rights will be high on the agenda. 
China is the EU's second trading partner after the USA and its biggest 

source of imports. The EU is China's largest export market.  [read more]

EU pushes links with ASEAN in Economic Ministers meeting 
EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht ended his three-day visit to 
Vietnam on 27 August, where he attended the 42nd ASEAN Economic 
Ministers Meeting.    The visit was an opportunity to intensify trade 
and economic relations with ASEAN, after the negotiations for a 
region-to-region Free Trade Agreement (FTA) were put on hold in 
2009.    At the meeting, the European Commission and ASEAN 
Ministers announced that the first ever ASEAN-EU business summit 

would be held in 2011, a summit which will raise awareness about business and investment 
opportunities in the EU and ASEAN.  [read more]

Bluefin tuna: EU research achieves breakthrough as fish spawn in 
captivity 

EU scientists have succeeded in obtaining viable mass eggs from 
Atlantic bluefin tuna in captivity, using natural means and without any 
hormonal induction. If breeding can be developed on a commercial 
scale, pressure on endangered wild stocks could be significantly 
relieved. This is the result of the third year of work of SELFDOTT, a 
research project funded by the European Union to the tune of € 2.98. 
The results of the project have been filmed and were broadcast on 
"Futuris" , the science programme of TV channel Euronews. 

Research, Innovation and Science Commissioner Máire Geoghegan-
Quinn said "The SELFDOTT project is yet another example of EU 
funded research contributing to tackling the most important global 
challenges facing us today. If the results of this research can 
ultimately be commercialised, it can improve food supplies and 
contribute to economic growth and employment while also helping to 

ensure a sustainable management of bluefin tuna." Aquaculture represents one of society's most 
promising solutions to dwindling food sources. The Food and Agricultural Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) estimates that 63 million tonnes of aquatic product was produced by the 
world's aquaculture sector in 2006 (at a value of almost € 65 billion).  [read more] 
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The Water Challenge 
Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner for Environment, in a speech 
in Bled, Slovenia, on 30 August, said "There is a saying that 'when the 
well is dry, we know the value of water.'  In the 20th Century, we lived 
through what has become called 'the great acceleration'. We 
experienced a 4-fold growth in population; a 40-fold growth in 
economic output. But we also increased our use of fossil fuels 16 
times, our fishing catches 35 times, our water use 9 times and our 
carbon emissions 17 times!" 

Water is one of the greatest challenges.   In response to this, the EU 
Water Initiative has created a 500 million euro "Water Facility" fund. 
This is delivering greater investment in water and sanitation services in 
sub-Saharan Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. Between 2004 and 
2007, 177 projects have improved access to water for 20 million 
people; access to sanitation for 9 million people; and education on 

health and hygiene for 7 million people by 2010.  Further funding of 200 million euros will see the 
facility helping even more people up until 2013.  [read more]

EU citizens favour stronger European economic governance 
The Spring 2010 Eurobarometer reveals that 75% of Europeans think that stronger coordination of 
economic and financial policies among EU Member States would be effective in fighting the 
economic crisis.   The bi-annual opinion poll was conducted in May, at the height of the European 
debt crisis. 72% of Europeans support a stronger supervision by the EU of the activities of the most 
important international financial groups. Europeans’ main areas of concern in the crisis were the 
current economic situation, unemployment and rising prices.  The crisis also had an influence on 
citizens' perception of the EU: 40% of Europeans associate the EU with the euro, 45% with the 
freedom to travel, study and work anywhere in the EU, and 24% with peace.  A majority of 
Europeans confirm that the EU has set the right priorities in its economic recovery strategy "Europe 
2020": 92% share the view that labour markets need to be modernised with a view to raising 
employment levels and that help for the poor and socially excluded should be a priority. 90% 
support an economy that uses less natural resources and emits less greenhouse gases.  [read more] 

European economic recovery

In August, the Business Climate Indicator for the euro area remained 
broadly unchanged after the jump observed in July. The level of the 
indicator suggests that economic activity in industry will continue to 
recover in the coming months, although it has still some way to go to 
reach its pre-crisis level. After the surge in July, the Economic 
Sentiment Indicator  continued to improve in both the EU and the 
euro area, albeit at a slower pace. It rose to 102.7 (up by 0.6 of a point) 

in the EU and to 101.8 (up by 0.7 of a point) in the euro area. In both the EU and the euro area the 
ESI is above its long-term average.  

The euro area seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate   was 10.0% in July 2010, unchanged 
compared with June. It was 9.6% in July 2009. The EU27 unemployment rate was 9.6% in July 
2010, unchanged compared with June. It was 9.1% in July 2009. Euro area annual inflation is 
expected to be 1.6% in August 2010.  It was 1.7% in July.

EU tube: Do you speak European?

The negotiating table is one of the most significant symbols of 
European cooperation - and EU interpreters make sure that everyone 
around that table can speak their own language and be fully 
understood by the other participants. This video was prepared for the 

special exhibition "Do you speak European?" at the EU Pavilion, Shanghai Expo 2010. 
http://www.youtube.com/user/eutube?blend=1&ob=4#p/a/f/1/Afk9hE7qptA

see EUtube
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Academic news and events 
The ANU Centre for European Studies and the Embassy of Spain in Canberra invites you to a 
public seminar on Monday 6 September at 1pm, followed by lunch: Europe, The Disenchantment 
of its Citizens, Speaker:  Guillermo Altares.  Venue:  ANU Centre for European Studies, Building 
67C, 1 Liversidge Street, Acton.  RSVP:  Europe@anu.edu.au by COB 1 September 2010 

The ANU Centre for European Studies, The Centre for International and Public Law and the 
Australian Red Cross International Humanitarian Law Committee (ACT) invite you to a public 
seminar on Wednesday 8th September 2010, at 5:45pm for a 6pm start:  Humanitarian Issues and 
Treaties on Conventional Weapons.  Speaker:  Leonard Blazeby, ICRC, Geneva.  Chair: Matthew 
Zagor.  Leonard Blazeby is Common Law legal advisor at the International Committee of the Red 
Cross in Geneva.   His presentation looks at the humanitarian consequences of the use of 
conventional weapons, and the involvement of European countries in negotiating and implementing 
the important international treaties surrounding the use and restriction of these weapons.   Venue:  
ANU Centre for European Studies, Building 67C, 1 Liversidge Street, Acton. RSVP:  
Europe@anu.edu.au by 7 September 2010 

Doing Business in Europe.  The Monash European and EU Centre invites you to a presentation by 
Mr Peter Dreher entitled Doing Business in Europe:  Legal Issues, Structures & Frameworks for 
Dealing, on Friday, 10 September 2010 from 2pm to 4pm at the Caulfield Campus of Monash 
University.  To RSVP or for more information, please contact 
patricia.arnold@general.monash.edu.au ph 03 9903 4638, by Wed. 8 Sept, 2010 

Criminal Justice Cooperation: Comparing European, United States, Asia-Pacific and 
Australian Approaches. 4 and 5 October 2010, University of Canberra.  International 
conference.  More information from http://www.canberra.edu.au/faculties/law/crossing-
borders-conference  

CESAA Europe Essay Competition 2010.  The CESAA Essay Competition facilitates greater 
awareness of developments in European affairs, thereby promoting a closer cooperation between 
Australia and the European Union.  Applications close 15 October 2010. More information : 
http://www.cesaa.org.au/forms/2010/EssayCompflyer2010.pdf 

Universities heighten virtual reality. Researchers from nine European universities are developing 
more interactive virtual reality technology that goes beyond simple sight and sound and takes users 
into a world where digital movements and surroundings can actually be felt.   The project is part of 
the European Union-funded multi-modal project, IMMERSENCE, which has received €5.5 million 
in funding from the EU. Full report 

Go8 European Fellowships - call for applications.   The Fellowships are open to early career 
researchers from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia and Croatia.  Each fellow receives benefits worth $20,000 to travel to Australia 
in 2011 and work at a Go8 (Group of 8) university for up to six months.  Applications close 22 
October 2010. Further information from: http://www.go8.edu.au/university-staff/programs-a-
fellowships/63-go8-european-fellowships 

The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience 
(IAESTE) arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying degrees 
in engineering, science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships are 
available in over 80 countries and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: 
http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/ 

 Upcoming events: Australia

The power of language in images Exhibition, until 10 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, 
Sydney further information 

Help me I am blind - Heidi Specker and Theo Deutinger, Exhibition [Goethe-Institut Australien] 
until 11 September 2010, 344 Swanston Street, Melbourne, Victoria. further information  
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HIJACKED 2 Australian and German Photography Exhibition, Australian National University 
- School of Art Gallery, Canberra, 9 September - 25 September 2010. Tuesday - Friday 10.30 am - 
5.00 pm, Saturday Noon - 5.00 pm. further information 

Two German Architectures: 1949 – 1989, Exhibition, 30 September 2010 - 23 October 2010, 
Gallery of Australian Design in Canberra.   further information 

Schrebergarten Exhibition until 30 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, Melbourne. Free 
entry. further information 

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces: European Masters Städel Museum, 19th-20th Century 
Exhibition. until 10 October 2010, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, further information 

Henk van Leeuwen, in association with the Embassy of Finland, presents Pianist Paavali 
Jumppanen from Finland: “Fresh and exciting playing, immense power and an extraordinary 
range of colors.”   Concert on Tuesday 26 October 2010 at 6.00 pm at the Embassy of Finland, 12 
Darwin Avenue, Yarralumla. Program: Mozart Sonata in B-Flat Major K 281, Four Preludes by 
Jouni Kaipainen (Finland), Beethoven Sonata in f-minor op 57 "Appassionata".  Seating is limited 
so early booking is essential.    All tickets are $25. Please book by email ewa.walczuk@formin.fi or 
by phone: (02) 6253 7901. Tickets are to be paid for and collected before the concert.  

Berliner Philharmoniker at Perth Concert Hall, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November, 2010, 
conducted by Sir Simon Rattle.  The Perth Theatre Trust and the Perth Concert Hall World 
Orchestra Series continues in 2010 with the inaugural Australian tour of the Berliner 
Philharmoniker.  Recognised as the world's greatest orchestra, this is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to hear these historic premier performances in Australia’s finest acoustics.  More 
information www.aegogdenperth.com.au

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online

The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, 
you would like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please 

send an email to delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name 
of the publication(s) and the number you would like to receive. 
 
Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 

EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Climate change  
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

 Upcoming events in New Zealand

Gateway to the EU in New Zealand http://www.eu.org.nz/

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check 
this email and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard 

to any computer virus transferred by way of this email.
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