
Visit website: Australia | Contact Australia | Visit New Zealand | Contact New Zealand

Issue Date: 26 August 2010  Send to a Friend 
subscribe Australia / Update your profile Australia / subscribe New Zealand / Update profile NZ  

To read this newsletter online, or to download pdf version, please click here

 

 

Revisiting Europe: Trade opportunities for the EU and Australia

H.E. David Daly, Head of the European Union Delegation to 
Australia, and Mr Tim Harcourt, Austrade's Chief Economist, will 
share their vast experiences from their respective backgrounds at a 
business luncheon on 26 August hosted by the European Chambers of 
Commerce in Australia. 

The EU is still Australia's largest economic partner, and what may 
surprise some is that China's largest trading partner is also the 
European Union.  Ambassador Daly will deliver a keynote address 
outlining the ambitious plan for Europe 2020, the priority themes of 
which are smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, and the ways in 
which Australia can benefit from this growth. 

More information from www.spanishchamber.org  

EU trebles its aid in response to floods in Pakistan

After the worst monsoon floods in living memory, Pakistan is facing a 
humanitarian disaster on a massive and unimaginable scale. Kristalina 
Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Cooperation, 
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, is in Islamabad to meet with 
the authorities and to visit some of the stricken areas. 
  
As the full scope and scale of the disaster continues to evolve, there 

has been fresh flooding resulting in further additional population movements and growing needs. 
Many people have been impacted twice, first by military operations which have displaced people, 
and then by the floods, thereby drastically increasing their vulnerability. 
  
EU-funded humanitarian projects are implemented by non-governmental organisations, specialised 
UN agencies and the Red Cross / Red Crescent movement. The Commission's Humanitarian Aid 
and Civil Protection department, ECHO, already had a support office in Islamabad, providing 
humanitarian assistance for conflict-affected people in the northern areas of Pakistan through 
partner organisations, so experts were quickly deployed to the flood-affected areas.   EU funding is 
already being used on the ground to provide emergency shelter to millions of people who have been 
displaced and whose homes have been damaged or destroyed. Priority needs include shelter, food 
assistance, access to health services, water and sanitation facilities.  The funding provided by the 
EU will cover all these needs, as well as providing non-food items (blankets, hygiene sets, etc), 
psychological support, emergency communication, livelihood support and protection. 
  
The total European Union response to the crisis, including EU Member States, totals over €200 
million to date, with further pledges in the pipeline. read more

"Don't shoot, I'm a humanitarian worker!"
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On World Humanitarian Day on 19 August, the European 
Commission honoured humanitarian workers who have lost their lives 
or freedom, or have been injured during the course of their work. The 
European Commission, through its Humanitarian Aid department 
(ECHO), has staff permanently present in crisis spots around the 
world. ECHO works closely with partner relief organisations such as 
specialised UN agencies, the Red Cross/Red Crescent movement and 
non-governmental organisations. Together they ensure the delivery of 
relief to civilian populations throughout the world in an impartial and 
non-discriminatory way. But humanitarian access and the security of 

relief workers is increasingly at risk. 
  
Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and 
Crisis Response, said: "World Humanitarian Day gives us the opportunity to reflect on the 
importance of humanitarian work in saving lives and providing for people in need wherever they 
may be. Relief workers serve humanity, often in very perilous circumstances. We have seen them 
extending help to victims of earthquakes, fires and floods.  But it is in conflict zones where their 
lives are most at risk. There is an alarming trend to target these dedicated people. We must protect 
the safety of humanitarian workers so they can work wherever they are needed We must stop the 
shooting of humanitarian workers - when they are hurt, so is the hope in the future of our children". 
In 2009, 102 humanitarian workers were killed and many more injured in security incidents, and 92 
were kidnapped, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 
  
World Humanitarian Day was established by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 2008 
and commemorated for the first time in 2009.     The partnership between the United Nations and 
the European Commission is a key component of the global humanitarian system.  read more 

European Union welcomes resumption of direct negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians 

A statement issued on 20 August by the Middle East Quartet – the 
European Union, the United Nations, the Russian Federation, and 
United States – reaffirmed the Quartet's strong support for direct 
negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians to resolve all 
final status issues.   The Quartet called on the Israelis and the 
Palestinians to join in launching direct negotiations on September 2 in 
Washington, D.C. to resolve all final status issues and fulfil the 
aspirations of both parties. 
  
Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission 
welcomed the resumption of direct talks between Israel and the 

Palestinians, saying "I welcome the decision by Israel and the Palestinians to resume direct 
negotiations. I want to firstly commend U.S. President Barack Obama, my U.S. counterpart, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and Senator George Mitchell for their hard work and 
determination to bring the Israelis and Palestinians to the negotiating table. I want to also credit 
my Quartet partners and Quartet Envoy Tony Blair and I would like to thank all of the EU member 
states for their support of this process.  I also want to stress the importance of the positive outcome 
of the Arab League Foreign Ministers meeting of July 29.  We all want to see a two-state solution 
with the State of Israel and an independent, democratic, contiguous and viable State of Palestine, 
living side by side in peace and security with each other and their neighbours. Successful 
negotiations will need sustained regional, international support and the continuation of the 
Palestinian state-building process, which the EU fully supports." read full statement     

EU High Representative Catherine Ashton expresses concern over 
conviction of human rights defender Abdallah Abu Rahma

In a statement on 24 August, Catherine Ashton, High Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, expressed concern over 
the conviction of 39-year-old Abdallah Abu Rahma in an Israeli military court on charges of 
incitement and organising and attending demonstrations.  The EU considers Abdallah Abu Rahma 
to be a Human Rights Defender committed to non violent protest against the route of the Israeli 
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separation barrier through his West Bank village of Bil'in.  Furthermore, the EU considers the route 
of the barrier where it is built on Palestinian land to be illegal. 

The High Representative is deeply concerned that the possible imprisonment of Mr Abu Rahma is 
intended to prevent him and other Palestinians from exercising their legitimate right to protest 
against the existence of the separation barriers in a non violent manner. 

The EU has attended all court hearings in the case of Abdallah Abu Rahma, who has been in 
detention since 10 December 2009.   read full statement

Greece on track to receive second instalment of loans

The European Commission on 19 August assessed measures taken by Greece to comply with the 
Council Decision of 10 May 2010 to remedy the situation of excessive deficit.  The Commission 
considers Greece meets the conditions to receive the second instalment of loans by euro area 
Member States.  The Commission also published a report in the context of the economic adjustment 
programme financed by the euro-area Member States and the International Monetary Fund.  

"Greece has managed impressive budgetary consolidation during the first half of 2010 and has 
achieved swift progress with major structural reforms", said Economic and Monetary Affairs 
Commissioner Olli Rehn. He nevertheless noted that "despite the significant progress made, 
challenges and risks remain. The main immediate challenge is to safeguard adequate liquidity and 
financial stability of the banking sector. At the same time, the structural reform agenda needs to be 
pressed ahead to unleash the huge potential for raising growth". 

The Commission's assessment of compliance will be discussed at the 7 September Eurogroup and 
ECOFIN meetings.  read full release 

ASEM : making the case for open markets and free trade

Asian and European leaders must use their meeting in Brussels in early 
October to make a compelling case for open markets and an early 
conclusion of the long-stalled World Trade Organisation (WTO) talks 
on global trade liberalisation. Both Asia and Europe have benefited 
enormously from the expansion of international trade in recent years. 
With the global economy facing an uncertain future, it is more crucial 
than ever to boost trade flows. 
  

Clinching a new trade-expanding WTO trade agreement could add between 150-250 billion euros to 
global GDP every year, helping to speed up economic recovery and generate new jobs.   Injecting 
new momentum into negotiations on the WTO's Doha Development Agenda will not be easy, 
however.  The eighth Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) in Brussels on October 4-5, which will 
welcome Australia, New Zealand and Russia as new members, provides an important opportunity 
for just such a collective appeal for stronger action on trade. With 46 partners, representing half of 
the world's GDP, almost 60 per cent of the world's population and 60 per cent of global trade, 
ASEM is well placed to take the lead on trade. 
  
As the world emerges from recession, a Doha agreement will provide more certainty in global trade, 
encouraging employers to create jobs, especially in the export sector. In Germany, 22 per cent of 
total employment depends on exports. Exports could contribute to about 40 million jobs in China. 
On the import side, in Australia, 1 in 10 workers were involved in import related activity in 2008.   
ASEM: the case for free trade 

Explaining Europe's Common Security and Defence Policy

The Treaty of Lisbon, which entered into force on 1 December 2009, gives the European Union 
entities a single legal personality that allows the European Union to join international organisations 
and conventions and includes innovations in decision-making that are designed to increase the 
coherence and capabilities of the EU as a security actor.  EU Treaty reforms in the 1990s paved the 
way for the establishment of a European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP), which, with the 
introduction of the Lisbon Treaty, was relabelled the Common Security and Defence Policy 
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(CSDP). 
  
With the Lisbon Treaty also came two other visible institutional innovations: the creation of the 
posts of President of the European Council and High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy.    These are held respectively by Herman Van Rompuy and Catherine Ashton.  
  
In addition to being the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
Catherine Ashton combines two other functions: she is the President of the Foreign Affairs Council 
and is a Vice-President of the Commission. As such, her post is about ensuring effective inter-
institutional coordination, thereby leading to the implementation of more coherent EU external 
policies.  The President of the European Council ensures the external representation of the Union in 
the area of Common Foreign and Security Policy.   
  
The Treaty of Lisbon also introduces a solidarity and a mutual assistance clause which obliges all 
EU Member States to provide aid and assistance in the event that another Member State were to 
become a victim of armed aggression.  The solidarity clause represents a legal mechanism of 
assistance between the EU Member States in the event that one of them were to fall victim to a 
terrorist attack, a natural or man-made disaster. In such a case the EU would mobilise all the 
instruments at its disposal to assist it. 
  
The Treaty of Lisbon codifies and updates the scope of CSDP tasks. In addition to the traditional 
range of tasks such as humanitarian and rescue tasks, peacekeeping and post-conflict stabilisation 
tasks as well as tasks carried out by combat forces in crisis management (including peacemaking), 
the Treaty refers to joint disarmament operations, military advice and assistance tasks as well as a 
contribution to the fight against terrorism. read full article

EU Economy 
A recent Eurostat overview of the energy economy reveals that for the 
sixth consecutive year EU-27 energy intensity (gross inland 
consumption divided by gross domestic product) dropped while GDP 
continued a general upward trend over the same period.   In 2009 in the 
European Union energy dependency fell by 5.7% and gross 
consumption fell by 5.5%.  
  

Energy intensity is a measure of how much energy is used to produce a unit of economic output. 
The decoupling of increasing economic activity from increasing energy consumption is a goal for 
sustainable development.   When compared to 2008, EU-27 gross inland consumption (GIC) 
dropped in 2009 to levels last seen in the mid 90's. Eurostats

Europa Lecture presented by NZ Prime Minister John Key  
The New Zealand European Union Centres Network is pleased to 
announce the 12th Europa Lecture with keynote speaker The Rt. 
Hon. John Key, Prime Minister of New Zealand.  

The lecture will be held on Tuesday 12th October 2010 in the 
Banquet Hall of The Parliament Buildings, Wellington. The Reception 
will begin at 4.30pm followed by the Lecture at 5.30pm. Registration 
is essential at: 
http://www.eucnetwork.org.nz/forms/europa_lecture.html  

EU tube: Mads Mikkelsen, let your voice be heard!

What should governments do to fight climate change? The world is 
emitting huge amounts of greenhouse gases that are changing our 
climate. If our governments don't take serious action to cut emissions 
soon, climate change could have a disastrous and irreversible impact 

on our planet within the lifetime of today's young generation. The European Commission launched 
a campaign in order to encourage EU citizens to post a message and show their commitment to 
fighting climate change. Among its many supporters is Danish actor Mads Mikkelsen. He appeals to 
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viewers to inform their governments what they need to do to stop climate change, in the run up to 
the UN Climate Conference. By posting a message EU citizens encouraged governments to take 
action in the fight against climate change. If you want to fight climate change show your 
commitment and leave a message and change your daily habits. Now is the time to act! 
http://www.youtube.com/user/eutube#p/u/23/6JzI6ndfdAU

see EUtube

Academic news and events 
The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience (IAESTE) 
arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying degrees in 
engineering, science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships are 
available in over 80 countries and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: 
http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/ 

The ANU Centre for European Studies and the Embassy of Spain in Canberra invites you to a 
public seminar on Monday 6 September at 1pm, followed by lunch: Europe, The Disenchantment 
of its Citizens, Speaker:  Guillermo Altares.  Venue:  ANU Centre for European Studies, Building 
67C, 1 Liversidge Street, Acton.  RSVP:  Europe@anu.edu.au by COB 1 September 2010 

Doing Business in Europe.  The Monash European and EU Centre invites you to a presentation by 
Mr Peter Dreher entitled Doing Business in Europe:  Legal Issues, Structures & Frameworks for 
Dealing, on Friday, 10 September 2010 from 2pm to 4pm at the Caulfield Campus of Monash 
University.  To RSVP or for more information, please contact 
patricia.arnold@general.monash.edu.au ph 03 9903 4638, by Wed. 8 Sept, 2010 

Criminal Justice Cooperation: Comparing European, United States, Asia-Pacific and 
Australian Approaches. 4 and 5 October 2010, University of Canberra.  International 
conference.  More information from http://www.canberra.edu.au/faculties/law/crossing-
borders-conference  

CESAA Europe Essay Competition 2010.  The CESAA Essay Competition facilitates greater 
awareness of developments in European affairs, thereby promoting a closer cooperation between 
Australia and the European Union.  Applications close 15 October 2010. More information : 
http://www.cesaa.org.au/forms/2010/EssayCompflyer2010.pdf 

Go8 European Fellowships - call for applications.   The Fellowships are open to early career 
researchers from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia and Croatia.  Each fellow receives benefits worth $20,000 to travel to Australia 
in 2011 and work at a Go8 (Group of 8) university for up to six months.  Applications close 22 
October 2010. Further information from: http://www.go8.edu.au/university-staff/programs-a-
fellowships/63-go8-european-fellowships

 Upcoming events: Australia

Zeitgeist Becomes Form: German Fashion Photography 1945-1995 / Exhibition until 28 Aug 
2010.  Australian Centre for Photography, 257 Oxford Street, Paddington NSW 2021.   further 
information 

Melbourne French theatre presents L’Emmerdeur (A Pain in the @*#!) entirely in French with 
English subtitles.   Tuesday 24 August to Sat 28 August 2010, at Collingwood College – corner 
Cromwell Street & McCutcheon Way.   In this riotous comedy by the creator of The Dinner Game 
and The Closet Pignon brings his estranged wife, her psychiatrist lover, police, hotel staff and a 
dangerous hitman to the very edge of insanity.   For all details see – www.mftinc.org 

Far Away So Close.  Germans in Australia / Exhibition. until 2 September 2010. A Block Little 
Space Gallery, Tasmanian Academy, Hobart Campus, Olinda Grove, Mt Nelson 7007 further 
information 

The power of language in images Exhibition, until 10 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, 
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Sydney further information 

Help me I am blind - Heidi Specker and Theo Deutinger, Exhibition, until 11 September 2010, 344
Swanston Street, Melbourne, Victoria. further information  

HIJACKED 2 Australian and German Photography Exhibition, Australian National University 
- School of Art Gallery, Canberra, 9 September - 25 September 2010. Tuesday - Friday 10.30 am - 
5.00 pm, Saturday Noon - 5.00 pm. further information 

Two German Architectures: 1949 – 1989, Exhibition, 30 September 2010 - 23 October 2010, 
Gallery of Australian Design in Canberra.   further information 

Schrebergarten Exhibition until 30 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, Melbourne. Free 
entry. further information 

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces: European Masters Städel Museum, 19th-20th Century 
Exhibition. until 10 October 2010, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, further information 

Henk van Leeuwen, in association with the Embassy of Finland, presents Pianist Paavali 
Jumppanen from Finland: “Fresh and exciting playing, immense power and an extraordinary 
range of colors.”   Concert on Tuesday 26 October 2010 at 6.00 pm at the Embassy of Finland, 12 
Darwin Avenue, Yarralumla. Program: Mozart Sonata in B-Flat Major K 281, Four Preludes by 
Jouni Kaipainen (Finland), Beethoven Sonata in f-minor op 57 "Appassionata".  Seating is limited 
so early booking is essential.    All tickets are $25. Please book by email ewa.walczuk@formin.fi or 
by phone: (02) 6253 7901. Tickets are to be paid for and collected before the concert.  

Berliner Philharmoniker at Perth Concert Hall, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November, 2010, 
conducted by Sir Simon Rattle.  The Perth Theatre Trust and the Perth Concert Hall World 
Orchestra Series continues in 2010 with the inaugural Australian tour of the Berliner 
Philharmoniker.  Recognised as the world's greatest orchestra, this is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to hear these historic premier performances in Australia’s finest acoustics.  More 
information www.aegogdenperth.com.au

More events

European Union Delegation: publications available online

The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, 
you would like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please 

send an email to delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name 
of the publication(s) and the number you would like to receive. 
 
Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 

EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Climate change  
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

 Upcoming events in New Zealand

Gateway to the EU in New Zealand http://www.eu.org.nz/

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check 
this email and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard 

to any computer virus transferred by way of this email.
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