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European Union Humanitarian response to floods in Pakistan 
Pakistan is facing its worst floods in 80 years, which have killed more than 1,600 people and 
affected an estimated 14 million people, up to six million of whom are expected to be in urgent need 
of humanitarian assistance. With one third of the country under water, immediate priorities are 
shelter, food assistance, and access to health services, clean drinking water and sanitation facilities. 
  
In response to the disaster, the European Commission on 31 July provided €30 million in 
humanitarian aid, followed by an additional €10 million on 11 August.   The total European Union 
humanitarian response including the Member States is almost €73 million.  European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection (ECHO) relief experts are on the ground to assess 
humanitarian needs and coordinate actions with relief organisations.  The European Commission's 
humanitarian funds are channelled through international non-governmental relief organisations, UN 
agencies and the Red Cross / Red Crescent movement.  ECHO works with these humanitarian 
organisations on the ground, ensuring that the aid is impartial and independent. 
  
On 19 August, a representative of the EU will address the special session of the United Nations 
General Assembly on the humanitarian emergency in Pakistan. 
  
More information from:  European Commission Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection 

An EU blueprint for climate success in Cancún

Reaching a strong international Climate Change agreement remains a 
top priority for the European Union, says Connie Hedegaard, 
European Commissioner for Climate Action.   At last December's 
Copenhagen climate conference, the majority of countries recognised 
that global warming needs to be held below 2°C in order to prevent the 
most severe and potentially catastrophic impacts of climate change. 
This will require a coordinated international effort, in the form of a 
strong and legally binding global climate framework. 
  
The Copenhagen conference made some progress in this direction. The 
non-binding Copenhagen Accord has led to all major economies 
setting out pledges to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions or take 
action on them. The Accord includes pledges from the industrialised 
world to provide nearly US$ 30 billion in funding over the next three 

years to help the poorest and most vulnerable developing nations, to make a 'fast start' in tackling 
greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to climate change. Almost a third of this funding will come 
from the European Union alone, and the EU is on track to deliver this. 
 
In 2007, the European Union gave itself a head start in developing the global low-carbon economy 
of the future by unilaterally committing to cut greenhouse gas emissions to 20% below 1990 levels 
by 2020. The EU is ready to scale up our reduction to 30% if other major economies do their fair 
share too. And for the long term the EU has set itself the goal of cutting emissions, together with 
other industrialised countries, to 80-95% below 1990 levels by 2050. 
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Europe is ready for ambitious decisions in this year's United Nations climate conference, taking 
place in December in Cancún, Mexico. "I remain convinced that Cancún can deliver an ambitious 
outcome. The climate needs it. The EU is prepared. I hope others are too." said Commissioner 
Hedegaard.   Read more  

5th Anniversary of the signature of the Aceh MoU

High Representative Catherine Ashton, on behalf of the European 
Union, marked the fifth anniversary of the signature of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Indonesia 
and the Free Aceh Movement, saying "The MoU signed on 15 August 
2005 secured the peace agreement for Aceh following the disastrous 
tsunami in December 2004, and ended 30 years of conflict. The 
evolution since is very positive. Aceh has progressed considerably 
towards peace and stability and can look to a bright future. It serves 

as an example for the whole region of how through negotiations and strong will peace can be 
achieved even in the most dire of political circumstances. 
  
The European Union is proud that it could contribute to this process through the Aceh 
Monitoring Mission, jointly with member countries of the Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) as well as Norway and Switzerland. The European Union, and its Member States, have 
significantly contributed to Aceh's reconstruction. We continue to be committed to Aceh's economic 
development, the consolidation of peace within democratic Indonesia and the implementation of the 
MoU and the Law on Governing of Aceh." 
  
Declaration by High Representative Catherine Ashton on behalf of the European Union on the fifth 
Anniversary of the signature of the Aceh MoU and Aceh's peaceful evolution

ASEM: tackling the challenge of global governance reform

Two years ago at their meeting in Beijing, Asian and European leaders 
vowed joint action to rebuild the battered global economy. “We swim 
together, or we sink together,” European Commission President José 
Manuel Barroso told the ASEM summit. Can that message of 
solidarity and pledge of collective action be repeated again when Asia-
Europe leaders gather in Brussels on 4-5 October 2010? 
  
The good news is that Asian countries have weathered the crisis much 

better than anticipated. China, India and several members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) are notching up impressive growth rates. Fiscal stimulus packages agreed by 
countries across the region have helped bolster the world economy. Significantly, China recently 
decided to end the yuan's peg to the dollar, thereby helping to boost the competitiveness of Western 
companies. 
  
European countries appear to be on a more sombre trajectory. European Union finance ministers in 
May agreed to a rescue mechanism worth around €750 billion to protect the euro.  Acting to reform 
economic governance in the euro zone, EU countries are introducing closer economic surveillance, 
with an early peer-review system aimed at preventing a repeat of the Greek sovereign debt crisis. 
  
Despite the difficult public debate, Asia and Europe face a common challenge of crafting a new 
growth model for the global economy.   The crisis, in fact, provides an opportunity to move ahead 
with much-needed reform of the international economic and financial architecture. Most 
significantly, the crisis has highlighted the need to overhaul global economic governance.   ASEM: 
tackling global governance reform 

The EU meets Pacific Island Leaders

Deputy Director-General for Development Mr. Christian Leffler led 
an eleven-strong EU delegation from Brussels and the region to attend 
the annual Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) Leaders meeting in Vanuatu in 
early August. Mr Leffler's team included the heads of the eight EU 
missions situated in the Pacific region as well as a representative from 
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the European Investment Bank. The EU spoke at a meeting of the 
Pacific Leaders of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (P-ACP) group, met together with the Leaders 
of the Small Island States and made a presentation on EU policy at the Post-Forum Dialogue. There 
were also many individual meetings held with countries and organisations, including New Zealand's 
Foreign Minister Murray McCully and Deputy Secretary Chris Seed. The EU and the Secretariat of 
the Pacific Community signed a contribution agreement worth EUR 4.4 million for a legal and fiscal 
framework for sustainable resource management in the Pacific deep sea mineral sector. The EU, 
New Zealand and Australia are the three most significant donors in the Pacific. 
 
Photo:Deputy Director-General Leffler makes a presentation to Pacific Island Leaders attending the
PIF Post-Forum Dialogue. 

Doing Business in Europe 
The Monash European and EU Centre invites you to a presentation by 
Mr Peter Dreher entitled Doing Business in Europe:  Legal Issues, 
Structures & Frameworks for Dealing, on Friday, 10 September 
2010 from 2pm to 4pm at the Caulfield Campus of Monash 
University. 
 
Peter Dreher is Corporate and Projects Partner, Rigby Cooke, 
President of Australian Business in Europe (Australia), and Executive 
Officer of the Australian German Association.  Peter has a diverse 
client base and international experience, handling a broad range of 

local, national and international transactions in many industry sectors including energy, automotive, 
technology, IT and consumer goods.  In particular, Peter has been a lead lawyer in acting for key 
players in the renewable energy sector.   Peter has also practiced as a lawyer in England and 
Germany.   In that role, he faced the legal challenges of a multi-jurisdictional legal and business 
environment.   
 
To RSVP or for more information, please contact patricia.arnold@general.monash.edu.au ph 03 
9903 4638, by Wed. 8 Sept, 2010 

EU Economy 
The first estimate for the euro area (EA16) trade balance with the rest 
of the world in June 2010 gave a 2.4 bn euro surplus, compared with 
+5.2 bn in June 2009. The May 2010 balance was -3.3 bn, compared 
with +1.9 bn in May 2009. In June 2010 compared with May 2010, 
seasonally adjusted exports rose by 5.2% and imports by 4.3%.   The 
first estimate for the June 2010 extra-EU27 trade balance was a 9.6 bn 
euro deficit, compared with -4.1 bn in June 2009. In May 2010 the 

balance was -14.8 bn, compared with -7.0 bn in May 2009.  In June 2010 compared with May 2010, 
seasonally adjusted exports rose by 5.8% and imports by 5.2%. 
 
GDP increased by 1.0% in both the euro area (EA16) and the EU27 during the second quarter of 
2010, compared with the previous quarter, according to flash estimates published by Eurostat. In the 
first quarter of 2010, growth rates were +0.2% in both zones.  Compared with the same quarter of 
the previous year, seasonally adjusted GDP increased by 1.7% in both the euro area and the EU27 
in the second quarter of 2010, after +0.6% and +0.5% respectively in the previous quarter. During 
the same period, US GDP increased by 0.6% compared with the previous quarter, after +0.9% in the 
first quarter of 2010. 
  
Euro area annual inflation was 1.7% in July 2010, up from 1.4% in June. A year earlier the rate 
was -0.6%. Monthly inflation was -0.3% in July 2010.   EU annual inflation was 2.1% in July 2010, 
up from 1.9% in June. A year earlier the rate was 0.2%. Monthly inflation was -0.2% in July 2010. 
  
In June 2010 compared with May 2010, seasonally adjusted industrial production decreased by 
0.1% in the euro area (EA16) and remained stable in the EU27. In May production increased by 
1.1% and 1.3% respectively.    In June 2010 compared with June 2009, industrial production 
increased by 8.2% in the euro area and by 7.7% in the EU27. Eurostats
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EU tube: Integrated Maritime Policy

Eu tube: An Integrated Maritime Policy - A catalyst for the future, 
for growth and sustainability.  The IMP was launched just two years 
ago and is already revolutionising the way in which we manage 
maritime affairs in Europe. Its whole new approach, designed to 

remove the barriers between different sectors and place a sustainable, global vision at the heart of 
all maritime initiatives, has won the support of Europe's decision-makers and maritime players. We 
can now set about harnessing the potential of our seas and oceans to generate economic growth and 
create new jobs, while respecting the marine environment.  
http://www.youtube.com/user/eutube#p/u/14/b-oUm2mNBD8

see EUtube

Academic news and events 
The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia announces the Europe Essay 
Competition 2010.  Closing date is 15 October 2010.  For more information please contact 
cesaa@cesaa.org.au  

The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience 
(IAESTE) arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying degrees 
in engineering, science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships are 
available in over 80 countries and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: 
http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/ 

The ANU Centre for European Studies and the Embassy of Spain in Canberra invites you to a 
public seminar on Monday 6 September at 1pm, followed by lunch: Europe, The Disenchantment 
of its Citizens, Speaker:  Guillermo Altares.   Venue:  ANU Centre for European Studies, Building 
67C, 1 Liversidge Street, Acton.   RSVP:  Europe@anu.edu.au by COB 1 September 2010  

Criminal Justice Cooperation: Comparing European, United States, Asia-Pacific and 
Australian Approaches. 4 and 5 October 2010, University of Canberra.  International conference.  
More information from http://www.canberra.edu.au/faculties/law/crossing-borders-conference  

Go8 European Fellowships - call for applications.  The Fellowships are open to early career 
researchers from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,  
Romania, Slovakia and Croatia.  Each fellow receives benefits worth $20,000 to travel to Australia 
in 2011 and work at a Go8 (Group of 8) university for up to six months.  Further information 
available: http://www.go8.edu.au/university-staff/programs-a-fellowships/63-go8-european-
fellowships. Applications open on 16 August and close on 22 October 2010.

European Union Delegation: publications available online

The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, 
you would like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please 

send an email to delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name 
of the publication(s) and the number you would like to receive. 
 
Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 

EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Climate change  
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

 Upcoming events: Australia

Far Away So Close. Germans in Australia / Exhibition. until 2 September 2010. venue: A Block 
Little Space Gallery, Tasmanian Academy, Hobart Campus, Olinda Grove, Mt Nelson 7007 further 
information 

Zeitgeist Becomes Form: German Fashion Photography 1945-1995 / Exhibition until 28 Aug 
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2010. Australian Centre for Photography, 257 Oxford Street, Paddington NSW 2021.   further 
information 

Melbourne French theatre presents L’Emmerdeur (A Pain in the @*#!) entirely in French with 
English subtitles.   Tuesday 24 August to Sat 28 August 2010, at Collingwood College – corner 
Cromwell Street & McCutcheon Way.   In this riotous comedy by the creator of The Dinner Game 
and The Closet Pignon brings his estranged wife, her psychiatrist lover, police, hotel staff and a 
dangerous hitman to the very edge of insanity.   For all details see – www.mftinc.org 

The power of language in images Exhibition, until 10 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, 
Sydney further information 

Help me I am blind - Heidi Specker and Theo Deutinger, Exhibition, until 11 September 2010, 344 
Swanston Street, Melbourne, Victoria. further information 

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces: European Masters Städel Museum, 19th-20th Century 
Exhibition. until 10 October 2010, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, further information 

Schrebergarten Exhibition until 30 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, Melbourne. Free 
entry. further information 

Berliner Philharmoniker at Perth Concert Hall, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November, 2010, 
conducted by Sir Simon Rattle.  The Perth Theatre Trust and the Perth Concert Hall World 
Orchestra Series continues in 2010 with the inaugural Australian tour of the Berliner 
Philharmoniker.  Recognised as the world's greatest orchestra, this is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to hear these historic premier performances in Australia’s finest acoustics.  More 
information www.aegogdenperth.com.au

More events

 Upcoming events in New Zealand

Gateway to the EU in New Zealand http://www.eu.org.nz/

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  
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