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Climate change update: an EU perspective

"I see action on climate change as a common-sense insurance policy 
against what the overwhelming evidence suggests is a path on which 
we cannot continue. There should always be room for healthy debate 
and open discussion, but regrettably, the balance in media coverage 
here does not always accurately reflect the weight of expert opinion. 
Anthropogenic climate change is very likely real and the consequences 
serious to catastrophic." said H.E. David Daly, Head of the European 
Union Delegation to Australia, at the Australian National University 
Climate Law and Policy Conference on 9 August.  

In a major presentation at the conference, Ambassador Daly left his audience with two overarching 
messages: 

the world is taking action on climate change  
the EU has set itself important objectives and has established concrete policy measures to 
achieve those objectives 

To read the full presentation, please visit our website

The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) : Australia Signs Up

In October Australia will become a member of the Asia-Europe 
meeting, an organisation that unites 45 Asian and European states.  
The issue of Australia's relations with this organisation was debated in 
public for the first time on 10 August at the Australian Institute of 
International Affairs in Canberra.   The expert panel featured Dr 
Wilhelm Hofmeister, director of the Konrad Adenauer-Stiftung 
Foundation's regional programme in Singapore, and Dr Yeo Lay Hee, 
Director of the European Union Centre in Singapore, and H.E. David 

Daly, Head of Delegation of the European Union in Canberra.   
 
In his presentation, Ambassador Daly said "ASEM involves virtually the whole of Asia and Europe. 
The 45 ASEM partners represent half of the world's GDP, almost 60% of the world's population 
and 60% of global trade. ASEM's forward-looking agenda is taken forward by summits of ASEM 
government leaders meeting every two years - alternating between Europe and Asia. The 7th ASEM 
Summit in Beijing in October 2008 allowed dialogue amongst the 45 Leaders on how to deal with 
the global financial and economic crisis, energy security, sustainable development and climate 
change. The next 8th ASEM Summit in Brussels in October 2010, hosted by Belgium, will have the 
theme 'Improving the Quality of Life'. " 
 
The upcoming Brussels summit is important in terms of membership as Australia, New Zealand and 
Russa are set to join.   More information on ASEM can be found on the Delegation website as can 
the ASEM speech 
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Floods in Pakistan: Commission provides additional €10 million in 
emergency aid to address humanitarian needs

On 11 August the European Commission adopted a €10 million emergency decision to further assist 
the most vulnerable people in Pakistan affected by the disastrous floods. The aid decision takes 
immediate effect and comes as an addition to the €30 million for humanitarian assistance allocated 
by the Commission on 30 July.  Over the last twelve months, including this allocation, the 
Commission has given a total of €111.25 million in aid for the victims of humanitarian crises in 
Pakistan. 
  
Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Commission 
Vice-President said: "My heartfelt condolences go to all those affected by this crisis and the 
European Union stands ready to support Pakistan both in financial and political terms in dealing 
with the consequences of this terrible event." 
  
The Commission’s humanitarian aid and civil protection department (ECHO) has experts on the 
ground in Pakistan who closely follow the developments in the humanitarian situation and monitor 
the use of the Commission's relief funds. The Commission-funded humanitarian projects are 
implemented by non-governmental relief organisations, specialised UN agencies and the Red 
Crescent movement. ECHO also has a support office in Islamabad.  For further information: 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/index_en.htm 
 
A special Eurobarometer survey on humanitarian aid reveals a high level of solidarity among EU 
citizens with victims of conflict and natural disasters outside the Union. Eight out of ten citizens 
(79%) think it is important that the EU funds humanitarian aid outside its borders, and there is 
strong endorsement of the Commission's mandate to provide relief aid. Read more 

Outcome of the Bonn climate change talks

Connie Hedegaard, European Commissioner for Climate Action, 
speaking on the outcome of the Bonn climate change talks, said "The 
good progress made this week in the negotiations on new commitments 
for Parties to the Kyoto Protocol have not been matched in the 
parallel negotiation track on long-term cooperative action concerning 
all countries, including those not committed to Kyoto. These 
negotiations have if anything gone backwards. 
 

This imbalance is not helpful and could seriously endanger the prospects of securing the successful 
outcome the world needs from the Cancun climate conference next December. At this pace the 
world will simply collectively miss the train. 
 
The EU wants an ambitious and concrete result from Cancun. This should take the form of a 
balanced set of decisions that reflect the interests and priorities of all parties and provide a solid 
basis for reaching a legally binding global climate framework as soon as possible. Europe has 
repeatedly made clear that we are open to considering a second commitment period under Kyoto on 
condition that the weaknesses of the existing framework are addressed. This includes ensuring that 
the US and other major economies take on their fair share of the effort under a global agreement 
involving all countries. Unfortunately this condition now appears further from being met than it was 
at the start of this week. For Cancun to be a success, it will be crucial to correct the current 
imbalance in the negotiations through much greater progress on long-term cooperative action at 
the final preparatory session in China in October. I urge all Parties to recognise their 
responsibilities and make additional efforts to get the talks back on track and moving in the right 
direction. " 
 
For further information on the Bonn meeting see www.unfccc.int

International Day of the World's Indigenous People: 9 August 

The European Union Delegation would like to pay tribute to the Indigenous peoples of the world, in 
particular of Australia, and to acknowledge their contribution to the world's cultural heritage. The 
UN estimates that there are over 300 million indigenous peoples living in more than 70 countries 
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around the world.  The European Union engagement towards indigenous peoples takes place in the 
context of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of 2007, the 
adoption of which was supported by the EU. 
  
  "The EU seeks to integrate human rights including indigenous issues, into all aspects of its 
external policies", said Ambassador David Daly, "including in its political dialogues with third 
countries and regional organizations, at multilateral fora such as the United Nations, and by giving 
financial support". The Commission gives direct support to civil society organisations working on 
indigenous issues, in particular through the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 
(EIDHR). 
  
A concrete example of this work is the EIDHR support for capacity building for indigenous peoples 
at the UN as well as EIDHR support for the ILO in the promotion of indigenous and tribal peoples 
rights.  Locally, the EIDHR awarded EUR1mn to the University of Sydney to set up a new regional 
Master of Human Rights and Democratisation (Asia Pacific). 
  
Background information on International Day of World's Indigenous People 9 August 2010 

Pacific Islands – EU cooperation

From 3 – 6 August, Port Vila, the capital of Vanuatu, hosted the annual meeting of the Pacific 
Islands Forum (PIF). Founded in 1971,  the PIF is the region's major political and economic policy 
institution with a mission to strengthen regional cooperation and integration. The PIF comprises of 
16 member states – fourteen Pacific Island countries plus Australia and New Zealand. The 41st 
Annual Forum meeting was structured in a series of five meetings: Smaller Island States Leaders 
meeting, Pacific - ACP leaders meeting, Pacific Islands Forum Formal Session, Forum Leaders 
Retreat and Post-Forum Dialogue Partners Meeting. 
  
The Pacific Plan for Strengthening Regional Cooperation and Integration, adopted by PIF leaders in 
2005, sets out the Region’s cooperation and integration goals from 2006 to 2015 in four areas: 
economic growth, sustainable development, governance and security. As a response to the Pacific 
Plan, the European Union adopted in 2006 the EU Strategy for a Strengthened Partnership with the 
Pacific. The Commission uses a comprehensive mix of policies and financial resources to put the 
Strategy into effect: 
  
The Pacific region is the highest per capita recipient of EU development aid. read more 

General Election in the Solomon Islands

Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the 
Commission, made the following statement on 10 August: 
"In light of the 4 August General Election, I welcome the strong 
commitment to peace and democracy shown by the people of the 
Solomon Islands as they turned out in high numbers during a calm 
polling day. I also would like to commend the Solomon Islands 
Electoral Commission for the orderly conduct of the elections, which 
took place in an open, transparent and competitive environment, 
respecting fundamental freedoms. I trust that the counting and 
subsequent election by Parliament of a new Prime Minister proceeds 
in a similarly peaceful and positive atmosphere. 
 
The European Union has a long and close relationship with the 
Solomon Islands and remains engaged with the country’s effort to 
boost democratic and economic development in the context of our 

political dialogue and in line with the EU-Solomon Islands country strategy. The conclusions of the 
EU Electoral Expert Mission, which was fielded before and during the elections, could be a useful 
basis to undertake further cooperation in the electoral field, especially with regard to the 
improvement of the voter registration system." read more

EU Economy: European Commission, European Central Bank and 
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International Monetary Fund on their First Review Mission to Greece 
Staff teams from the European Commission (EC), the European Central 
Bank (ECB), and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) visited 
Athens during July 26 - August 5 for the first quarterly review of the 
Greek government’s economic program, which is being supported by a 
EUR 80 billion loan from Euro area countries and a EUR 30 billion 
Stand-By Arrangement with the Fund.  The overall assessment of the 
Mission is that the program has made a strong start. The end-June 

quantitative performance criteria have all been met, led by a vigorous implementation of the fiscal 
program, and important reforms are ahead of schedule. 
 
A statement issued by the Hellenic Republic's Ministry of Finance on 10 August indicates that 
preliminary data for the state budget implementation for the first seven months of 2010 (January - 
July), on a fiscal basis the deficit amounted to 12,097 million euro, versus 20,050 million euro 
during the same period of 2009 and consequently declined by 39.7%, against a targeted 39.5% 
annual decline foreseen in the economic policy programme. 
  
The decline in the percentage reduction in the deficit from 45.4% in the first six months of 2010, to 
39,7% for the seven months (January-July 2010) can be traced to ordinary revenue increases 
slightly lagging behind the target as well as to a substantial increase of interest expenditures in 
July.  Statement by the EC, ECB, and IMF on the First Review Mission to Greece 

EU Centre forum fires skills debate

Australia should look to Germany’s success in boosting vocational training to ensure the long-term 
skills capacity of the nation’s workforce, a forum organised by the European Union Centre at RMIT 
University has heard.  Convened by RMIT’s Dr Andrew Scott, the policy briefing forum brought 
together key representatives from academia, industry, unions and government to share insights for 
Australian public policy from Germany and the EU. 
 
The topic, Strengthening Skills Formation in Australia: Lessons from Germany?, was addressed 
by speakers including Thomas Kaulisch, from the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in 
Australia, and Professor Richard Sweet, former Principal Analyst in the Directorate for Education at 
the Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD).  Distinguished guests at 
the briefing included several EU Member State Ambassadors and Consuls, and His Excellency, 
David Daly, Head of the European Union Delegation to Australia and New Zealand. 
 
The European Union Centre at RMIT is funded through a grant from the European Union and the 
University.   To read the full story, please visit European Union Centre at RMIT   

Scholarships: call for applications 
An introduction to the political, economic and environmental issues of European Integration 
  
The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) is offering scholarships for a two-week course, 
from 5 – 18 December 2010, dealing with the issue of the European Union in a broader sense for 
students wanting to improve their understanding of contemporary European affairs and legislative 
regulations.  The scholarships are available to Australian and New Zealand undergraduate and 
graduate students studying in the fields of law, politics, international relations, European studies or 
similar subjects.  The course will be held in English.  The program comprises a course on European 
affairs and study trips to Saarbruecken and Trier, to Luxembourg (European Court of Justice), to 
Strasbourg (European Parliament, European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg), and to 
Germany’s former capital Bonn.  Selection is based on academic merit.  There is no cost for the 
program: tuition, accommodation and meals for the duration of the program for selected students, as 
well as excursions, are included. 
  
The ANU Centre for European Studies is delighted to support the program by funding three travel 
grants (up to $2,500 per student) for successful applicants.   Applications close 20 August.  For 
more information visit http://ces.anu.edu.au/ 

Academic news and events 
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The Contemporary European Studies Association of Australia announces the Europe Essay 
Competition 2010.  Closing date is 15 October 2010.  For more information please contact 
cesaa@cesaa.org.au  

The International Association for the Exchange of Students for Technical Experience 
(IAESTE) arranges overseas work experience opportunities for university students studying 
degrees in engineering, science, and technology related disciplines.  Paid professional traineeships 
are available in over 80 countries and range from 2-12 months.  weblink: 
http://www.swin.edu.au/iaeste/  

The ANU Centre for European Studies and the Embassy of Spain in Canberra invites you to a 
public seminar on Monday 6 September at 1pm, followed by lunch: Europe, The Disenchantment 
of its Citizens, Speaker:  Guillermo Altares.   Venue:  ANU Centre for European Studies, Building 
67C, 1 Liversidge Street, Acton.   RSVP:  Europe@anu.edu.au by COB 1 September 2010  

Criminal Justice Cooperation: Comparing European, United States, Asia-Pacific and 
Australian Approaches. 4 and 5 October 2010, University of Canberra.  International 
conference, preliminary notice and call for papers.  More information from 
http://www.canberra.edu.au/faculties/law/crossing-borders-conference  

Go8 European Fellowships - call for applications.  The Fellowships are open to early career 
researchers from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,  
Romania, Slovakia and Croatia.  Each fellow receives benefits worth $20,000 to travel to Australia 
in 2011 and work at a Go8 (Group of 8) university for up to six months.  Further information 
available: http://www.go8.edu.au/university-staff/programs-a-fellowships/63-go8-european-
fellowships. Applications open on 16 August and close on 22 October 2010.

EU tube: Low inflation with a limbo-dancing euro!

EU Tube : Low inflation with a limbo-dancing euro!  The euro 
keeps its balance as it dances under the limbo bar of low inflation, 
keeping inflation stable and low - for you! The euro, one currency for 
one Europe, shared by 16 EU countries and around 329 million 

citizens. http://www.youtube.com/user/eutube#p/u/18/FxiPqsUE0hc
see EUtube

 Upcoming events: Australia

Until 15 August 2010,  Spanish guitarist Ricardo Gallen tours Australia, Canberra, Sydney, 
Melbourne, more information Cultural Office, Embassy of Spain 
www.maec.es/subwebs/Embajadas/Canberra  

Far Away So Close.  Germans in Australia / Exhibition. 4 August - 2 September 2010 
A Block Little Space Gallery, Tasmanian Academy, Hobart Campus, Olinda Grove, Mt Nelson 
7007 further information 

Zeitgeist Becomes Form: German Fashion Photography 1945-1995 / Exhibition until 28 Aug 
2010. Australian Centre for Photography, 257 Oxford Street, Paddington NSW 2021.   further 
information 

Melbourne French theatre presents L’Emmerdeur (A Pain in the @*#!) entirely in French with 
English subtitles.   Tuesday 24 August to Sat 28 August 2010, at Collingwood College – corner 
Cromwell Street & McCutcheon Way.   In this riotous comedy by the creator of The Dinner Game 
and The Closet Pignon brings his estranged wife, her psychiatrist lover, police, hotel staff and a 
dangerous hitman to the very edge of insanity.   For all details see – www.mftinc.org 

The power of language in images Exhibition, until 10 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, 
Sydney further information 

Help me I am blind - Heidi Specker and Theo Deutinger, Exhibition, until 11 September 2010, 344 
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Swanston Street, Melbourne, Victoria. further information

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces: European Masters Städel Museum, 19th-20th Century 
Exhibition. until 10 October 2010, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, further information 

Schrebergarten Exhibition until 30 September 2010, Goethe-Institut Australien, Melbourne. Free 
entry. further information 

Berliner Philharmoniker at Perth Concert Hall, Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 November, 2010, 
conducted by Sir Simon Rattle.  The Perth Theatre Trust and the Perth Concert Hall World 
Orchestra Series continues in 2010 with the inaugural Australian tour of the Berliner 
Philharmoniker.  Recognised as the world's greatest orchestra, this is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to hear these historic premier performances in Australia’s finest acoustics.  More 
information www.aegogdenperth.com.au

More events

 Upcoming events in New Zealand

Gateway to the EU in New Zealand http://www.eu.org.nz/

European Union Delegation: publications available online

The following publications are available from our website.  If, however, 
you would like to receive hard copies of any of these publications, please 

send an email to delegation-australia@ec.europa.eu specifiying the name 
of the publication(s) and the number you would like to receive. 
 
Study in Europe 2010 
Key Facts 2010 

EU Insight: Education  
EU Insight: Lisbon Treaty 
European Union Australia Partnership Framework 
EU Insight: Climate change  
EU Insight: Economic relationship 

For more information on the items covered in news@eu, contact Roger Camilleri +61 2 6271 2744 
roger.camilleri@ec.europa.eu or Jan Skorich +61 2 62712747 jan.skorich@ec.europa.eu .  

 
While the Commission aims to keep its network free from viruses, you are strongly encouraged to check 
this email and any attachments to it for viruses, as the Commission accepts no responsibility with regard 

to any computer virus transferred by way of this email.

 Send to a Friend

Copyright 2010. Please properly accredit the Delegation of the European Union to Australia and New 
Zealand when reproducing any of the content of news@eu.

Page 6 of 6

13/08/2010https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/em/message/email/view.php?id=141579&u...


