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United Kingdom

Britain has been involved in Australia from the first 
European settlement. Although Australia’s vibrant 
multicultural population is now drawn from many 
countries, and increasingly from Asia, physical 
traces of our historic relationship are widespread 
and cultural links remain strong.

The UK–Australia relationship is an important one 
and remains highly relevant in the 21st century. 
Economically, Britain is the second largest investor 
in Australia, and three-quarters of Australia’s 
investment in the EU comes to the UK. We are 
very significant trading partners. British companies 
are some of the largest players in Australia’s 
resource economy.

The security relationship is also strong. We have 
a bilateral Defence Treaty; we are treaty partners 
in the Five Power Defence Arrangements in South 
East Asia. British and Australian military forces 
have fought closely together in many conflicts 
over the years, including recently in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Our Foreign and Defence Ministers 
meet each year in the Australia UK Ministerial 
Meeting (AUKMIN).

Around 1.5 million British citizens live in Australia 
and some 600,000 visit each year. A million 
Australians travel to the UK every year.

Australia is also a valued partner in a range of 
international organisations, like the Commonwealth 
(Australia hosted the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government meeting in 2011), the G20 and the 
Asia–Europe Meeting (ASEM). We will be working 
closely together on UN Security Council issues over 
the next two years, during Australia’s term as a  
non-permanent member. •

british high commission

Commonwealth Avenue 
Yarralumla, Canberra  ACT  2600  
tel:  +61 2 6270 6666  
fax: +61 2 6273 3236 
web: http://ukinaustralia.fco.gov.uk 

consulate-general offices 
Melbourne and Sydney 

consulate and honorary  
consulate offices 
Adelaide, Alice Springs, Brisbane, Cairns, 
Darwin, Hobart and Perth

British High Commissioner to Australia,  
His Excellency Mr Paul Madden

united kingdom

population: 63.2 million
capital: London
date joined the eec: 1973
high commission opened  
in Australia: 1936

major british exports to Australia
• Transport services
• Travel services
• Financial services
• Other business/professional services
• Motor vehicles

major imports from Australia
• Gold
• Travel services
• Alcoholic beverages
• Coal
• Other business/professional services

Valued partners working together:  
Message from the High Commissioner




