
Sweden

In 1906, Sweden established its first consulate 
in Sydney. The first consul, Mr Mörner, took 
an interest in Swedish immigrants coming to 
Australia, which led to a public and critical debate 
with the leaders of the country, including Prime 
Minister Deakin. He was called back to Sweden 
in 1911. The next consuls stayed substantially 
longer; one for 17 years. In 1947, Sweden built an 
embassy in Yarralumla in Canberra, one of the first 
countries to do so, following only the US and the 
UK embassies.

However, Swedish contact with Australia started 
much earlier. A Swedish botanist, Daniel Solander, 
was on Captain Cook’s first voyage in 1770. 
Among the first convicts was the Swede Anders 
Nyman, who was later naturalised. The official 
number of Swedes in Australia today is very 
limited, around 8000. The reason is probably  
that Swedes come here young, and they quickly 
inter-marry with Australians and integrate into their 
new country.

As former Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd pointed out 
during his visit to Sweden in 2011, with some luck 
Australians could have been Swedish speakers. 
In 1786, two years before the arrival of the First 
Fleet, the Swedish king, Gustavus III, decided to 
establish a colony in Western Australia. However, 
the King also started a war with Russia, which 
became so expensive that the colony in Australia 
never materialised.

Swedish business is doing extremely well 
in Australia, especially in areas like mining 
equipment, defence technology, pharmaceuticals, 
trucks and cars. Around 200 Swedish companies 
are established in Australia, with more and more 
Swedish companies using Australia as a base  
for expansion into Asia.

Sweden is a country with a 
great number of transnational 
companies, and exports are 
as high as 55% of Swedish 
GDP. While the majority of our 
exports go to other European 
countries, our biggest recipients 
outside of Europe are the USA, 
China, Japan and Australia. 
This is an impressive result 
for Australia considering the 
number of citizens.

Swedes love Australia and the 
Australians. Swedes love the 
sunny weather, relaxed attitude 
together with the pragmatism, 
trustworthiness and feeling for  
a ‘fair go’. Around 30,000 
Swedish tourists come to 
Australia every year. •
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sweden

population: 9.5 million
capital: Stockholm
date joined the ec: 1995
consulate opened in Australia: 1906
embassy opened in canberra: 1947

major swedish exports to Australia  
• Medicaments, including veterinary
• Civil engineering equipment and parts
• Vehicle parts and accessories
• Telecom equipment and parts

major imports from Australia
• Coal
• Alcoholic beverages
• Copper ores and concentrates
• Medicaments, including veterinary
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