
130

Spain

A historic Spanish presence in Australia can 
be traced back to the 17th century, when naval 
expeditions were dispatched from Peru and 
Mexico to discover a new continent on their way 
to the Philippines. In 1846, Spanish Benedictine 
priests set up a permanent mission in New Nursia 
(Western Australia). The first Consular envoy to 
Sydney took office on January 1855.

Over recent years, bilateral relations have 
experienced substantial progress in the political, 
economic and cultural fields. The strength of the 
relationship has been enhanced by a significant 
number of agreements, as well as high-level visits. 

Cooperation in defence matters lies at the  
core of this increasing bilateral commitment.  
The contract award to the Spanish public 
shipbuider, Navantia, in 2007 for the design and 
construction of three new Australian air warfare 
destroyers and the hulls of two LHD amphibious 
vessels opened a new stage in this field with great 
expansion potential.

Many other significant Spanish companies  
also have a presence in Australia, including: 
Acciona, Indra, BBVA, Banco Santander,  
Maxam, ZARA, Ferrovial, Abengoa, OHL, Sacyr, 
Técnicas Reunidas, CAF and many others.  
A rise of Spanish companies involvement in the 
Australian economy is forecasted, particularly in 
infrastructure and renewal energy. 

The cultural sphere is also noteworthy. The opening 
in 2009 of a Cervantes Institute in Sydney shows 
Spain’s clear cultural commitment. In the most 
significant bilateral cultural exchange to date,  
the Queensland Art Gallery in Brisbane hosted  
an exhibition of masterpieces from the Prado 
Museum in 2012. •
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consulate-generals 
Sydney, Melbourne

consulate offices 
Adelaide, Brisbane, Darwin, Perth, Cairns

Ambassador of Spain to Australia,  
His Excellency Mr Enrique Viguera

Expansion potential across many fields: 
Message from the Ambassador

spAin

population: 47.2 millions
capital: Madrid
date joined the ec: 1986
consulate opened in Australia: 1855
embassy opened in Australia: 1968

major spanish exports to Australia
• Phamarceutical products
• Motor vehicles
• Machinery and mechanical appliances
• Oils and fats
• Appliances and electrical products.

major imports from Australia
• Mineral fuels, minerals and slag and ash
• Nickel and nickel products 
• Appliances and electrical material




